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“A people who eiw iimlorBiiind ami ncl. \ipnn (ho rmwsohi whioli 
God liaa given iIj, in Lho pa^sl ovenitt of U,h hiHlory, ir, aafo in ( lio uiohI 
dangerous criaes of ils fate.” — M. (hiizol. 

“ Aa In holding Afglianintan, it would l)o folly mpialUng lho( ot (lit' 
atiereijit to eoii(|Uei' it.” — -W?V Oharh'B Nnpii'r. 

“ Tlio troop.a wonlil torco tlioiv way through a wiki, diHUiiilod pooplr, 
only to find the oomnioiroouiont of thoir ilifiii'ultii'H.” 'I'lii' Jhil.i' ii/ 
Wdlingion on tka Invasion of Afijlmnisim, 

“ Jfortrosacs ho irmch in odvivnoo of Lho mnin (.('rritorioH auil Mlrougdi 
of a coiuitry, add neither to the offonHivo nor dofoutiivo power, i of u 
state, hut compromiflo a eoitain portion of iln HtroUglilt in luoiv and 
means by isolating tham at vast distances from Hupporl, in ('lio nudk td 
a hostila people.” — Oentral Sir Ilrnry Dumwl, Uogal liimlnrrrs, 

“ After an ononuous wnsto of blood and t ronaiiK', w'o loft, ovovy town 
and viUago of Afgluuiwtan hristling with oiir (>neiuic's. !!ofo(’o (iko 
British tinny crossed tlio Imlua, the lUnglisk lUimo kiul boon luiimurott 
in Afghanistan. Souio dim traditums of tlio sjiloudmit' of Me, W. 
ISlphinstono’s mission luid boon ttll tho AfgkatiH ussooitilt'd \vi(h (ktiu' 
thoughts of tlw) JingUsh nation; but, in thoir phiro, wo left' galling 
memories of (lio progress of a doBolatmRurJU}n”"-ffit//i'’,'( U iniorg of tin 
First Afghan War. 

“ Oontont with tlio liuiitH iiutm-o uppeiirH to iinvo iiH,4igni'il (o ilo 
Empire, (ho Gavonmiout of India wilt dovo(o ad i(s ('(forts (o ((ui 
establisUinoiil, and mtiintominco of gonorai pouco, to (lie profortioii ii( 
the Sovoroigns andChiofB its nllioa, and to Ihopro.sporiiy ami iniitpinosH 
of its own faithful snbjoc-ts. Tho oiiornimm oxpoiulitiini ('(i<|iiiri'd lor 
the support of a largo force, in u. fiijao military poaition, nt a distmii'c 
from its own frontier and its rofiourinrs, will no longt'v arre.st ovi'ry 
moasure for tho imiM’ovemont of (Jio country and of tho pcopio,”— ■ 
Proclamation of m Qovtmor-Qcneral of India, Ist of Octolicr, 1842, on 
the viiilidrawal from Afghanistan. 
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The March of Death 

'Pun Hiijutiiol' (jf (ilio year JS 7 {) wiiH a aciiHoii of sufforiiig for the peopio 
t»f liulid. In (ilui aoiitli tlH're wan fainino, rliio to a failui'c of tho 
Mpriiig oropH, and fui'tlior north, whci'o Nature had shown liersoU 
more hoiud.ifid, tlut ]K)v<'rty of tho ])(‘aMatifc douiod liiin the oiijoyment 
of lu'v gifts, oven tlio uoooHHarioa of lifo often oxccedmg his purchasing 
jinwors, lint it, huh in tho I^unjah that the iuirdon of tho uioraont 
was h(‘a\ iost and tho outlook least hopeful. Lying nearest to Afgliani- 
Htan, (l\nt provineo luul eoutrihnted far more than its slmro of the 
lal)om' and Id'anMpoi't vvldeli had hec'ii used nj) on tins three linos of 
adviUK'c', and witli (h(> troops still Imyond the I'j'ontier, and hUII needing 
(;0 1)0 fed !Uid k(\[)t Hupf)lied witli tho oarriage, without wliieh tlioro 
could ))t‘ no u'ii.lulrawal whoii tlio vvoi'd to withdraw hIiouIiI ho given, 
till* diuiiunds on its rcsouroes were nearly as eonstant iiiul as exacting 
as duriijg t.iu*. continuaneo of liostiJit.ies. /Vgritmltnro languislicd 
iindci' the searoity of labour, and trado was oarried on ndtli difiiculty 
in a country fi'otu wiiieli animal transjjort luul almost disappoarod, 
aiul wlioro riulwn,ys c{)utiruu!d to bo divoied from their rauanal uses 
to the Korvico of tho military authoi'ities. 

Tluii'o were other t.rouhlos hesidos tlvoae liowing dirootily from the 
war, '■[’tio \vint(u- rains luul failed )UhI tho s})ring shovvors saved only 
a poj'iion of tho ei'o|)s, 'riio sofisou Was tt, sickly one for man and 
hcast,' .A.H outbreak of font and mouth disoa.so Hwo|jt away thirty 

1 “ The desrtli-rale in tiuH I’rovjneo wnslnghet dni'ing tho year uinhti' roviow 
than iludng any previous year since tho inlroduolion of n-gistmtion in IS08. In 

I 
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thnusaiifl lioacl of caLlle in fclio Rpfiwal Pincli tliatrioli aloiio, a.ii(l k'.vov 
and dyRoiitery, did in ovovy village, Inul long liw'ii |)i'o|iai'ini'; flie way 
for cliolera, -wlioiso advwif might aalVly ho |ir('(li('li'(l .sima' ilu> |in‘%s 
of pilgrini.s to Iliii'dvvar was iimi,suallygr<’iil no Ii'ms Ilian six liiindroil 
thousand iium, woiuon, and ohiUlron hdng gatliorod logoi. iior at oiu' 
time to batlui in tho waters of th(> (Jiinges, wliei'e tluy is, sue IVom I lie 
hills, and to take part in the great fair, known a.s (he Kniuhli Mela, 
which is hold every twelfth year in that sacred .spot.* 'I'lie first ease 
of oholera occurred on Ilia 24-th of Mardi and hy the end of A[)ril 
the rclinraiiig inidUtude had caiaaed the di-Mcase to every eonier of 
the province.'" Aheut the middle of May, it spriaul from (he eivil 
]) 0 ]iulatien to the guriison of J’eshawar, and tlie li’mropenn Iroop.s 
wore hurriedly moved out into camjh’ As a rule, one or I no reinovalii 
stay tire plague, lint on this occasion no goorl ri>siil(,s wmn ohtm'ned, 
nor could they have hcen looked for hoeanse, for mililaiy and polilieal 
retwons, tho sites chnsen for the eamps were near eaiilonments, I he 
furthest not nion* than sLk miles away. The diseasi' was of the most, 
virulent ty])e, so fal.al that, out of a Inmdred and seventy one 
Europeans admitted into hospital hel ween May and .Inly, a Inmdred 
and twenty- one died. 

Tho Govornmeut of India had walehed t.he sinrarl of the epidemie 
with ever deepening anxiety, and on the Kith ef May a, ( 'enl'ereneis 
presided over hy Lord Lytton, assemhled at b'imla to consider a plan 
of withdrawing tin* large body of troops helonging (e the t’irsi. and 
aceond Divisions of tho I'e.shawai’ Valley ifjchl Eoree, wliom peaec 

1877 the, doatli-iute was 20 per 1.000, and the mean of the )iveviecH si\ yeimi OH; 
in 1878 it was Sli, and in 1879 it was :!8, or nearly deublc (he ralin loc 1817,” 
(.Moral arid Material Proyiesii and (hmliliou oj /ndia jar 1879 HO, p. 7c.) 

1 lieimrl on lHanikinj Uensures in India itk 1870 80, ji. 82. 

-I Tn 1878, thoro wore only 211) doalh.s in llni Punjali i’ruin rluiicra ; whcnaui, 
in 1879, 2l),i:!o deaths were regiHloced, (lliid. ji, 77.) 

3 The Ppslawar garrison eonflistwl of nno Hattary of Arlillciy, a Bidldliim 
of British Infantry, two Bengal C'aviUiy mid two Bengal Inl'anliy regiiiicnts, 

11. B. if, 
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would ,s('(. Ii'oo to rutucii 1,0 Ijulia, Iiy i.lio Kabul Jiivor route, to Wiclmi, 
and m.'iroliitif;; (lunu lluuu'O to tJiuir n'HjH'cLivi! .staiiiouis along the 
high and <'om[.ia('ativ('ly lieulthy h-l't Iniukof that utream, thus avoiding 
ih(' Khylxu’ IhiHU and the IVHhawav Vhdleyd ( lonnith'i'aiionu of health 
all in Invour ol’ tiiia I’ouLo, but tIu'He were l)ii1ancod by tuiliiary 
and [iuliti(‘al diwad vautag('M. Tlu^ ti'ii.n.sforonf'ii of tlui wupidies ,st<irod 
ill the Khyhi'r to new dupbiH uui.st bo a work of timo and dilliculty, 
and an llu' l■('tu^^iug troopw would probably coiuo into colliision with 
ti'iboi:i HO far neutral, (wory Huoh depot would nood to bo fortilied and 
hlroiigly guarded, lu tlio end, the oonl’erenoo, uniiblo to csomo to a 
dodiHiou, luljouriu'd ilic, to bo .sucooeded by a purely Medical 
( 'oiuuiitlee, appoiided, nol. to elioiwe bi'tween altemiitivo routew but 
between bringing baelc the bulk of Browno’a a.nd Maudo’H t’orcivs in 
the b'elh of the cholera, which had already laid ita deadly luuid on 
Ali Muajid aiul other pointn on the line of connnunicationw,® or hawing 
them in their ja'caeui. poaitionH l.ill the diHonHO Hhould di.sap})ear with 
the ]ia.MHing' of tlie hot weather, 'i'lic llireo meinhiu'H of tliia (Ann- 
uiillee Mni'gcaai-ih'iu'i’al .1, H. Ker InueH, Hurgeon-Major J. L. 
ilrydon, and Mui'geon- Major d. A. lVIarnt.on, Hecri'tairy to the Htirgoon- 
(leiu'i'ul wen* uiinninioualy of opinion that aw the troop, a, except 
those air (hmdaimik ' wh«ro eondi(,iouH wore inove. favouralile to 

1 'I'lie mediiad ollieia'H eiaiHtiUed hy tliia ('(mfcranee ware Hargcon-deiieral 
Ker hiuen iiad Sargeoa-Major >). M. I'lumiugliiuU,- -lb 0. d. 

Deputy iHargeoindeiKa’al .1, lliuihury, Prineipa,! Mediiial Olficnu' of General 
Mmale’s Dlviaiun, lulepled Htringent niiairiiires^ to ivnwt Iho advanoe of (ho 
di'ieime iaio the Klyher Ptwa. tiholrra eiuiipH and examining poalH wore ealab- 
liMhwi at .laau'uil and Ali Wuajid, .mil all Irmrjw and eiwap-follmvera wove oxanviuod 
oil lUi'ir arrival and (hipm'fiu'e. NotwitlwbuKling tluwe pteoauliutw, liaforo 
i'lie ('oiiniiil'IiHi nuil', Miwenleeu oiiaea nf iiholerii, of whleli twidve proved tiUid, 
luul oeearred snimig Hie eeolieH eniiikiyed by tlie flngiaeora at Ali Miiajk), and 
two eenlieH had heiai at lacked at rFellalabad, one of wluiin died,- -H anbury’s 
Heport. 

■' ’riuire waa much Hielnieaa anumg tlie tvoopa iii (fandamak, but Lius waS 
due, not to llm plara, hut ta the reaelimi fellmviiig im a long and arduous 
wuiiaigii.' n. B. (1. 
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hcalLli, woald lie oquiilly a aoiiroo of anxicLy wlu'tlior Un'y r(}niiiin('(l 
in Afghanistan or rotiu'iiod to Jndia, tlio .sanitary roason in fni'our 
of tile former course did not outvvoigli tlw' political and financial 
reasons which they understood to press for iininediatc willidrawal. 

There was inui'li. inde]U'ndent niedieal opinion on the otfici' side, 
and many .senior officers, amongst lliem (leni'ral Macphei'son and 
General C. Gough, condemned wdfclidravv.al, botli on sanitary and 
political grounds ; 1 but the Onimuittee.’s views fell in, no le.ss with 
Lord Lytton’.s dnsire to give immediato relief to Indians ovi'rstrained 
finances, tlran with the, wishes of the great majority of the officers 
and nion coucernod, who, in their ('agenusss to get haelc In India, 
gave no thonghh to tlie terrors of thoroad that lay heforo I hem. lo 
tho mm'dcrou,s heat of tho .sandy rvastes and stilling ravine, s, to the 
intolerable .siiU'oring from thinst, to tho ileadly disi'aMO sweeping up 
tho pasacK to meet them. 

The ordoi' for tho retiromont by tbo Khyber line was issiu'd by 
tho Coinmauder-in-Okief, under mstra(!tion,s from tho Goverumeuti, 
on the .‘list of May. Ltindi Xotal, Ali Masjid, and -liunrud alone 
wore to be. roiained, and t!m following troops wi're allottisl as their 
garrisons : — 


fjiram 'Ko'i'Ai,. 

> Aitilleiji, 

il-0 l-toyiil Ai'lilloi'y, 

No. 4 Mouinaiii ItaWory. 

1 “'riicre is gren,t talk of sonding the Iniojjs inirk lo Ihe I’anjah i( pcare is 
eaucliided— a most ins.mo idea, 1 think, mid emo lluil if eari'icd inU, wonld pm. 
hably cause gieat lo.'.s of lifo,” (denerid Ma('pluw)u’N Diary, May 1 1, l.S'/n.} 
fScHigli, who, on two or three oceiisions, Ji.si'uased llie tpiesliim widi liivagiuu'i, 
not only veproaeuled the I'isk .attending a |„a,eh at sniili an unHeiiHouiihIc dine, 
but also tho irnpoliey of witlidrawing from daudiunak mdil thingH had sellleii 
doAvii at Kabul, whwo they vvero sdll in «, very vlistnrbwl, .slate, To ihcHo 
obiectioiw f'avagnai'i replied tliat, Iming made dm 't'maty, we worn Inmrtd 
to o.an'y it mil hilly and wilhnnt delay, and that Ihore was no need to dike any 
stoirs to enaiini its fullilnimit by ihe Afghans,— 11. 15. [1. 
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< 'iimib'ij. 

li Hi|iiinlr<MiH lillli l5on;^nl Liiucoifi. 

lirHixh l)ijiiiilnj, 

Ihl. liallulioii I2(li |i'(i()(„ 
lal- I7ili „ 

iJllh lj(‘njs;iil liifiuilry. i 

•Will 

.Iamiiim). 

1 lOdi IScnf'.il Ijiukt'I’h. 

2 OtmiiMiuicK lioiijfiil lufiiul.iy. 

'I'liii fii'Hl si(‘[i in ilic |)i'(K!(\s,s (if cvjuiiuil.ion — iJin J'('movivl nf nix 
i,li()iiHji,ii(l cinncl Idiulw of ((Ovoi'nnuMil, pi'ojM'j'l.y Fi'oiu Jollaliiluitl to 
Ijimdi Kolul - wan (|ui('ki,y takou, Htoros of every doKcripiioii being 
pkuii'd on rafts, con.sLnioied liy Majiir II. Jf. Ifluir out of JundicT atid 
inllal.cd Iniliock skins, oj' lijglii, iioiitoon oiisks, and llimtc'd down tlio 
sti’cl^oli of river lying lietwnen tlio two pinoe.s ; the saino moUiod of 
traiisjioi't being used later for tlui eoiiveyaucn of tlio siek. 

d'he liritli King's Own Borderers, iKilongiiig to Maude’s Division, 
was till* (irst Kuroiieiui regitneut to ro-enter India. On Hm llOtli of Mny 
it left Dakka fur I '('.ska war, \\diere it was at ouoe attaeked by cholera 
ami Hisdi into eain]i. All Nativrs regimi'iits marched separately, but_ 
the Kni'opf'iui trnnpn of the Kiast DiviHum were groujied in live sections, 
oiuih from six to seven hinul red strong, in oluu’ge of an o.xycrioncod 
tnedieal ollioer : ™ 


i.v{ 

lirigadinrUleiierid (\ (Imigli eoBamuulinj?. 
t (! Royal Artillery. 

Ifllll IfllSWlll'H. 

HiiiKoou-Major 11. (.lumisli in Jiiodinal dmugo. 

Bi'igadku’-t imieml Miiophoi'BOn ooiniBimding. 
KMl Royal Artilk'xy. 

4ilv Battalion Ritlo Brigade, 
(SurgBoieMajor J. If. Rnppte in medical charge. 



6 


rif!', SI'XXWl) Al'CillAN WAR 


; 5 k/ (SVy//V<//- 

LciiU'ti.uit-f'oloiu'l S. A. Mailik'n (»oniin,iiulm)V 

K (.) I{i)y!il \rlilliTy (:i Diviskimm). 
rilHt 

iiiiL'gc()u-!\liiji)r f). il. 11. l'lv:iU in mii'iIiimI 
‘Uh l^cHiini,. 

Wujtu' W. U. 'I'liiriitHiin cinniiiiuuliiii'. 

Wt linttalimi I7ili lAtol. 

Kurgcuu-Mujiu' ,). 10. It’ialibuurno in miMlicnl I'lmif'd. 
nil l^irllini, 

Lk'nlcniuiWIntnucI 'I'. Rowluiid tidtinuamliuj^. 

H-l) llnyiil Ai'lillnry. 
dill .[i’lifulicw. 

yui'ffwn Majof A. 1.1. IliiUf'tui in tiirdii'al 


Tlii.'H lasi/ wiction was drawn I'roiii .ii'llalaliad and il,^ 

d'iio tniopH al (iiUuUnualv bof'un Lo laovi' at ilia ol .liiiic, 

and im ihc 'JtU ikc i'oiu'-gtiar<l, cunaihiing of tha, llia/,iu'i\i Moiiidaiu 
Battoi'y, Oiiides (\waliy, 27t.li I’liiijuli lufautry, luul dJIfili Niklia, 
commanded by Ri',i‘gadi«r-(!('naral 'I’yUiir, rtdlad up Mii> Rwld lalai.'i'npli, 
liandod over iho dofonaive worka crock'd by Uic Rriliali forces to an 
•official of flic Aniir’.s, and marcliod for Rvindi Kofal, wliarn if arrived 
on iho lC)ih, having boon doiained a day or (.wo ai dallalaliad by (ha 
aongcated siate of iho iralFio.' Sir S. lirownc, wiio wiili Ida (d.afl' 
had skirted for India as .soon as lio liad .set'n flio main body of bis 
131 vision under weigh, eonld take no forjual leave of lii.s .seakcrad 
Force, but in a llcporl. he broughi, tlie genei'al good coiidnet of liia 
men and the serviucs rendered by many of Ihh olUcsi'i-h to Ibe jmdco 
of the (luvomment, and stayed a weelc in I’c.Hhawar - from Lha l.h(,h 
to ilio 22nd of Juno— rendering all tlio help Jio could to tliOHW on whom 
the care for his late troop, s had now devolved. fli,s own .services 

J TytlBi- on aiTiviiig at, Luudi Kolal was doHivod to aH.sumo oommimd of idl 

the troops in the Khybor, but, falling slok, was saosoeded by Uoagh. dl. B, fl, 
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vvM'i'c r<'\vin'ik‘(l |)y a (lisafi|p(iiii(im('iii,. ( Viiaiiily, when lio tu’cepLc'd 
Ilia I'uDiiiiaiid ol' (lie Idnal. Divi.iiun of Dm P('sliiiwa,t' Vallay Field 
l<’uUT, he dill mil, nuNpeei, Ihah Uiis eoinplianei- was to aari'y witli it, 
the le.s.s III I, he |»i)si(,ion ol' Mild, ary Mi'inber on t,h(' Vieeroy’s Oouuei], 
III which he had no r(‘e('id,ly lieen a.|»poiiik'd ; Ind liiis iiidejiondenco 
ol elmriieiier, and I, lie diversieiieo he-hweeii hi.s viewH on many military 
and I'roidier (|i(e.sl,ions and hlioHC' ol' Lord Ijyiton, a divergonco which 
had diseloHed ihsidl' in i lu‘ IVvv wei'k.s of hi.s l('niir(' of niliee, liad rendered 
him a, /if'r.sm/n iiir/nthi a, I, Niinla., and al, tho elu.se of tilu* campaign ho 
had to eonienl, himself with tin* Lonpiorary nommaud of tho Lahoi'c 
Di.sLriel, vacani, hy Uie notdimied ali.Scnce of iSir Donald Slievrarli. 
Meanwhile, ( lavagniwi who liad aeeompanii'd him Ihroiigh llu) Khybor, 
liiul gone Kta'uighl, np t,o Simla to report on the political .situation 
(‘I'ealed by the treaty, and to n'ceive the rovvard of hin nuocie.s.s in 
ovorenming V'akub Kltan’.s imwillingne.s,s to iiecept tho Briti.sh torirnh 
in his own apjiointment to the ))ost of Residetd at Kabul, to which 
(lily the Amii‘ had returned in a, mood hetween joy at the departure 
of the invnder,s of his eoimtry, and fear of the trouhles tliat his uiirnly 
Hubjeel.s might, be preparing for him, and for tho Wnglishman. whom 
ho had pledged him, self to re(i('iv(' and protect. 

Travelling I'apidly and in eomparativo eiwo betwoon Jollalabad 
and Lundi Kotal- tlioy liad imuio nwt of Major lilair’s rafts — Browno 
and his Stair Iiad passed ntiHeathod throngh tho infected area: not 
so th(' tru()]),s n ho followed in their stnjw ; for theiu the march was 
protracted and full of horror. 'I'lu! tomperatnro by day ranged 
from lit)'’ to J LS'’ h’ahr. in tho sliado ; tho nights wore so hot that 
sleep was impoH,Hible ; f.Jierts were (iouHtanl, dust 4Stoi’in.s and swatins 
of flies ; n’ater \ui,s nearoe and g(Uiei'iilJy bad. Surgoondhjneral 
Ker Inttes’s Report ghms a graphie picture ol' tho .state to which tlie 
misories of this tewibk marofi hait roduoed both oifioera and men. 

irheh' elolhes wesro stifl! from profuse perspiration and dust. Their 
(iormtcwiatwoM beto lconod gi’oat mwoim cxhapHtiori, comb bred f with 
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a, Mild e.xpi'c’SHion diHiciiIi. I.o dc.sci'ilK'. 'I'lic iiijrcli'd jiiid I'V't'ti 

sunken ; a hiiming .skin, black wil.li Mic cIIccLh oI miii and dirl, ; a 
di'y fconguo, a \v('nli voice, a lltirHl, M'hicb no anioimi ol Iluidh uci'iucd 
k) relieve. Many of flu' men skaggeied, rid. her (liiiu marched iid.o 
tlicir lentw, and llu'i'sv tliemnelveH down ut(.erly inea|iable oi lurilier 
exertion until refre.slu'd liy ,slee|) a.nd fooil." Men t.luis wealn'iied ami 
di.spirited fell an easy prey to di.sea.si* of evi'ry kind. Tlio.se airiiek 
dorm on the line of niMrcJi, wulTered (ortur('.s in Mii' roiich hullouK 
carte wliicli carried tlii'm .slowly fornard io the ui'.'ire.st lemporary 
lio.spital. At each ciimpinf'-f'i-oimd, evi'ry reeimeitl and corps left 
its toll of dead, 'rius Hide Brigade, lost two ollicers and foriy .“is 
men of cliolera, he, sides six men of sunslroke. 'I'lie Idih I liiHsai'.'i, 
numerically nmcli weaker, lost tliirty-fonr men. I)i‘|ndy iSurgcou- 
G'enoral ,1. A. Hanbuiy bad to ri'pot't, on tlui arrival of the I7ih Ihtot 
at Lundi Kotid, tliat every oflici'i’ and soldier in the regimeut unis morn 
or less .sick. 

Bad ns things were, they would bavi' been far woise if I he 'I'l’ibes- 
men had followed their usual custom of harassing a retiring foe. 
Luckily, they kept nne.xpcctcdly quiet — lui attack on the baggage 
of tlio flth Lancens near Jainrud, and tho murder of two griis.s euKnr.s 
in the neiglibourhood of Lunrii Kotal, being tlic otdy outrages com- 
mitted by them — and once witliin liritisij terril.ory niilitai'y pre 
cautioii.s could ho relaxed. As i’cga.rd.s iliMcase, matteis uei'c no lietler 
on one side of the frontie,r than on the otlier. Beslia war was a eliarnel 
house. All the. hospitals were full of |)aticnts. On i.iie parade ground 
there was a largo cholera camp ; quarters wore allotted to .sicli eoin- 
batant officers and a large bimgalow .set a|KU't for sick metiieal oilieei's, 
of whom there 'wore, at one time, no fewci- tlian tw'clve.i .t [nclmt 

I “The doctors died and were invalided frooly, KcIhiiH Hlce|is at Uakka ; 
Wallace, whom all dcsci'ibod as a line type of soldier-.surgetm, lies at Linieli- 
Kotal; Grey died at Peshawar of eliolora, ; WtiKlil., rrlio wns witii tins Hille 
Brigade and was a .singularly .sweat, nice fellmv, died at Attack n£ exposure, 
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wmi |iiiMlr('d on the .laiumd ronil ki'(>|) |,li(' ('(jnvny.s oF Hick (jliid were 
couLiiiuidly pouiiujj; nloiif;; ji., mil of canlonint'UlH ; ^'ol, on one occu- 
Mi'oii, ,'ir iiicndK'i' oF (d'ii(‘ral IIomh’k iSlidl’ ivan ciillcd u[) in iho middle 
ol III!' ni!j;li(, In lind a, curl lillcd uilli corfincs ill liin flfuir. II had 
sliiiicd From .hunrud willi a niiinlicr oF niek men, in obiirgo of four 
.soldier, ‘• 1 , iuul idl, hill one imin of Ihe eseoii, had died on Ihc way. 

'I’lie nm.s.s of huHine.s.H ari.siuK onl of I, ho jnfhix. of a large, body of 
eholei’n-.Mli'ieken Iroop.s inlio Ihe I’e.sliaMai' Diwli'icil, rvas enoi'iiunm, 
(iihI Ih'igiidiei'-Clenei'al (I. liojw in eomniand liad only his Dialricil 
iSlalF, eon.si, sling of one ol'lieer of Ihc .'\djulanlr(lonerar,s Dopaiinmnl, 
Major .1, lloycH ; one of ihe Qn.arlorninHfcei'-f lonoralM JDeparknotii, 
Major II. H. Iliiuna; ono medical ollieer, yurgeon-Mitjor J. H. Pork'r ; 
iuid OIK' CominisHiirial ollle.er, Miijoi' S. A. 'J'. .ludgi', lo help him in 
<'o|iin,''; wiih il ; for, in an aeiile lil of economy, Iho (lovernmcnl had 
diMo.sliahli.Mlied lh(‘ DiviHional and Ifrigade iSlalhs of each Divinion on 
ils arrival !il Ali MaHjid, itnd ordered Ihe oHieei'H composing Ihem to' 
rejoin Uu*ir regiineiiis, <a' lo re.snine Iheir former a|i[)oinlmenls. 

lloMs ami hia awsi.sInnlH Inwl Iheir lime, already fully lakeii up by 
Ihe Miipm'viHiou of (he eamp.s to which Ihc cholera jialienlis of the 
I’enlmwai- garrison laid been reinov'ed, when lluis .suddenly called 
upon to diKcliargi' diilies which more tlian diaihled Ihidr work. Had 
Idle (.roopHj da)' liy d;iy slreaming out of the Khyber, been free from 
di, Soane, it, would .still have la.Ked llu'ir powers to iho uttermost to 

nhilid. get, dag liis Hick aeross (lie dieii ualtridgnd river : luitl Dr. (lllihoiiH, worn 
oat by die eiuaiiihgn laul (ho aiixietioM of (lut returu mareii, Kun'ivud ano year 
luid died ill llngliind, n broken man frani llui day he k'ft (,lui Kliyber." {Pmonal 
IhriilhrlimiK vj the Afijlittii dampaii/n, by HiirgeaiaJUajav ,1. 11. llvatl.) 

Saigtiaiv Major ,1, II, Purler refiorleil lluil uiasl of the iiiediiud oflioers an Ihoir 
arrival at llari iSinglekw Uiug, wm'd in u painfully li(»l]tle,st! imd pradlralis aoii- 
diliau, owing (a the oonutiint Hd'niii mid iuecHKiuit work, iiigM, and day, (o wliidi 
they had baeii Hubjoeted, auajilod wiih Iho nnxiet,y and doprci.<tBi(ra. einwod by bo 
mueli diHciiHo, iniiiery, and rcHpoiiaiWlily. ‘.I'liore cculd be no rofief from toil, 
far, as one naitirada aftor another fell Ul or clkd, the dution fivlUug on thoae who 
roinniuod at tlioir posts doul.ilod find troblad.— fortor’s Kepert, 
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arrange I'or Uio mat'oli of tl.io variuKs i'('gimiuiLH (o llirir 
ck'st'iua.tiionH and ki Jiiec'li lilin d<'in!iiidM of Uu' hkill olficM'i'h w hn ci'dwdcd 
into PoKliawar, clatnoiiuiig to bn m'ld/ on id. ()iict> to ilicir i(',s|n'<'( i\ o 
statioiin, doniaiul.s willi avIiIcIi, in tlii' {iIihciicc oI a i.iilviay, .'mkI \iilh 
only a. Jiniitnd niiiii))i‘i' of jiiii.il aviiiliibln, d. ivaa olb'ii iiii|)osNibl(' 
to coinjily ; lint tin' .sti'iun wiik rciidcri'd fur gM'id.nr liy tlio inii^ii'rablt' 
condition of the men tliii.s Hiiddenly l.lirown on tlii'ir hiind;). l'’or- 
tnnately, Roms was singiilaiiy well (died to face a erisis. Ciiliii, 
conrngcouSj even-tenijiered, of greid, iinw'lieid iiliiiily iind escelli'iit 
common Hcnso, he met nvci'y tlidieiilty as it artwi' willi energy and 
resolution) and his O'cauiple, instillwl eonlideiieu and slri'iigth iido ail 
Uis sulKH'dina.teHd l<\)d.un!i.toly, 1 . 00 , tho Ooinuii.sKioner and (ieitiily 
Commissioiier of tlic Distrust, Mr. D. Macnahh and Mr, II. R. Reekt'K., 
wove men of the samo Htiunp. hlvov ready to acee.pt reHpouttihllUy 
and pj'ompt in devising ineii.sui'e.s to l•(slieve .siilfeiiiig, I hey .seconded 
the olToj't.s cif the tnilitnry a,ntlioritie,s with iiiifailiiig zeal ami lael. 
In every cainping-ground they caiiHed well-i.liatclied sliellei'is to he 
ct'i'dtod and .stocked them with ordinary .siijiplie.s and, as fa.r iis po.'wihlis, 
with the comforts of which jnon worn out witli HiclcncMs luid I'aligiie 
stood .‘■Jo much in need. Tkoy organizi'cl Haiiitary .stalTs to lieep l.lie 
camps clean and look after tlioir water mip]>ly, and, last but not 
least, Mr. Macnabli, with the (leneral's conenrrenee, kept open (.lie 
bridge over the Indus at Attoe.k to a much later dfde tiuui was usually 

1 As the work perfotmad Ijy ilio autiiur, wlio luwl jii,Ml ruturiu'd fmui Kimilii- 
har, during this epklrniic. was llie miwk induoiiB and t.hu iiest during bin IK yemu 
of Borvioo, poi'biips lie will not ho coiwidorod ogoliHlu-id if tie quoliw llio ilwlrict 
order issued by Oonoral Ro.ss on the RH.k July, 1879 r-- 

No. 877. "Major lliuma, A.Q.M. ({(moral, liaviiig boon rebevod of biii 
dutieu in till) JiiHtrict, Brigadior-Rtmcriil Rohm di'siroH lo tlmnk bim I'or ( h(( grwU 
oircrgy and iutelligciwo with whielv be luw prrfermod (horn, eK|t(wially during 
tho inarcii through the L’c',sba.wii.r Distriol ol tlio large body ol Iroopn rntuniiiig 
from Afghanistan, stricken with cliolora aud in tlw luiddki of ihe liu(. Boiusou ; 
oiroumatancps rorpirrag no litfcio v.oal and onorgy in tlm t^iniloi'mn.stordJemu'al'H 
Daparlraonl; and the Brigadier-Gonoral is of opinion (hat Major Ilamui, htw 
shown tlioHo rpuilitiea in an eminent degree.” 
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(;r)HNi(l('n'(l i-ialc, thus s|)ii.riT>f; tlu' Icadinf^ hal/l'i'rii'H arid roj^iinonts 
tlu' delay, e\|K)siiu', and daiij'cr atU'udiuiL uit ei'iissitie; a luaiad and 
rapidly risiipj; river in eliiiii-iy ihit-huttoined hoiits. 

'riiia niareli ul’ d('atli evteiuh'd over ii |)('riod of live weeks, from 
the ('iiil of May to the he;j;iiMiin}f of .Inly, tiiid chiriu^' (hat (aiue. thoro 
nere thl■('e hundred a-ml lifty-foiir deaths from elioleiu aiiunig the 
lOtu'opraii ti‘oo]).Hd 'l’h<‘ir Native coini-adeH stilTered less severely, 
yet, ev(‘ii in (h('ir ranks, lilu' moidality w£is lu'avy, iiiid luiiubers of 
oainp-followers fell vietimn to tins diHease. 

Cholm’a was iilrea<ly on the deeline in tin' J’eshawiir District before 
it showed itself in the Kuraiu. Hegiiming luuoug iUe e.anip-foUoweTH 
af 'I’lial, it Hpr(‘ml up (ihe valley from village to village. Still, among 
(he i.i'oo[i.s, it never assumed th(' itropoi'tion.s of an ('pidiunic, and only 
olio ei\il ollieer, Mr, I). |1. Sinclair, C.S., I'olitie.al Oiliee.j', died of it. 
'riieri' were in all twenty-one deaths among Knj'opeaii and a like 
nninher among Nafivo snldiei.s; thi' ratio per thoii.sand being 7'()!i 
for the former and (I'D I for the lattm'. Hid. if th(‘ outhroak of oliolci'a 
in the Kuram was comparatively .slight, nuterio and intormittimt 
fevei'H, dysentery, iiver ooniplidnt,s, and, among tJio Native solcliorH, 
lung diseasea of all kinds were, steadily at Avork, diininislung tlio 
nmnher.s and sapping the ef'lleienoy of tho troujis uooupying India’s 
newly aeipiired jirovinee. 

Crossing the de.sei't in (he lirst day of dune, the^ cholera swept 
rapidly up Cvue-nvl Riewartra long lino of eotvnn\ink'.afcionH, At 
KandaJmr, (he oiddireaks w’ere, at I'livt, of a spomdio naUiro. About 
the middle of dnne, the, (lis(*ase showi'd itself in the eiiadt'I where it 
carried olT a fi'w oamp-fellowcrs ; no\t, two ca,ses oaourred in eaiitoii- 
lumiis on the .side furthest from tho city; only on tho Jsfc of July, 
when Kiwei'al Riu'opuau solclujrs .siokcuietl simnltimeoiisly, did it declare 


r “ 'I’lw mortality which iwullotl from cliolora alone otpiallod 74 per 1,000. 
(iSVnnVary Mfmumin hidiu, 1870-80, p. 62.) 
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ilHoir tW a.ii epidemic*. ^I'lu* rcmcdiiti measni'c nf nui\iii,e (lie 

(a'oopK on to IrcHli grouiid uiin ])niiH|)tly a(lo])(('(l. Noiiie /■cgiiiieid '■t 
pitcliod thc'ii' tents in tlu* shady gai'clcus south of canloniiu'iil.s ; 
othci'.s went wesiav'ard to tlu* hunts of I, he Argaiidah ; olhci'ii again 
encamped eastum'd of (he eil.y in a,n open ttveless plain; and, as 
(die tiiiic for the eviinua(/ion of (Ini jirovinen drew neai', many ui'i'i' 
despatolied to l’ishin.‘ In snnie, eases the eliatige w;is a( (ended 
\vi(li good results; in others, it did little, oj' iiothing, in stay the 
plague ; indeed, the tronp.s ((tiarU'red in new Imildings sidlered most,- 
M'hilst Lliose. wlio remained in their old hairnieks ('.seapeil iin.sealJied. 
'I'lie following table velieu oompai’od with tin* ligiires giv-eti for (fin 
I’e.sliawar Valley Ideld li’orea*, shows that whereas in Idte hitlei* (he 
e])idcuiiic! was ivorst among tho I'luropean Iroops, in tlu* Kandahai* 
h'iehl h’oi'ce the oonbravy was tlie ease. 


IHw op&ai/i, 

. iMoc/rn/. 

DinL 

Odk'oi's 

7 

7 

Holdici's 

lOj 

s:i 

Nttlii'cn. 

OlHciors 

a 

2 

yoldUu's 

28« 

lUI 





■101 

‘JfiiS* 


[(■’our luuidt'od and lifty-e.iglit naiup-fnilowors were also aldanin'd, 
out of wliioli number two lunidred and lif(,y-nine di('d, Imt in this 
case it is iiupos,sible, to institute, a cuui|)arisou, as, neitlu'i; in the Khyhev 
nor in tho Xiu'ann was any record kept of tiui losses that oeetirred 
amcjiig the men by whoso toil armies live and move and (iglit ; but 
in )jo(;li they were lunlnubti'dly very heavy. 

1 ‘ C'liolora is still so bad (5tU of Augu.st) (hat inotu thiui (lu'e.i'-inuO'tiS'S of 
tho. ti'oojw are in oain)), and i am sending thorn (o ViHliin as hisl, ,is 1. eiui.” 
(Life of fSir J)onahl StmmH, p. 281.) 

> “ A very strange oiwumstanco,” (Ibid. p. 280.) 
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''I’lilvin/i; fill tJiii throe linoH of advatieo into account, the death 
rate aiuoufj; I'Jurupeaii Koldiens in tlio Jirat pluiHo of the, .second Afghan 
war, was much the Hanie :i,s in the Mutiny; )>ut, wlioreas tins death 
rai'O in IShS, wlien a largo hody of |{i'itiHh ti’oo])s was under canvas 
in the plaiiiH of India during the whole, of the hot weather, wa.s Ill'OV 
--on the Khyher liiu', in l87«-79, it was i:5,S-|5 ; and in tlie Peshawar 
(,'antonuieutH, pen- 1,000 a.s against fi’llll in Port William, 

C'aleutlai, and rrltl in l!areilly.‘“ 


()flSJi|{,VATT()n 

When nu'ilie.al ('xperts a.ix^ consulted on a (piestion of health, they 
.should he h'ft frei^ to give an o])iuion nniuliueiajed hy any lait .sanitiiry 
(smsidei'iil.ions. 1|, is foi' the (Jovernnumt, to whom tJiat ophiiini is 
Miihniittetl, to W('igh it.s (ioiuiliisions against tlie political a)irl liimueial 
eon.sideniitions- -.supposing the. two to ela.sli— -which may need to bo 
talu'u into aeeouiit h('foi'<' a decision can bc' ixsiclu'd and actiou taken. 
Had Siirgeon-deiU'i'al Inues and his colleagues been simply asked to 
say v\'hich <'om'H(' was fraught with greater I'isk to the lusUth of the 
I’esluuvar PioJd l<\nvf the /iringing it /aiek to (iidia at the hottest 
seasoti of the year in the, te('th of a. great I'pidemie, or the loa.ving it 
in its fueseiit positi<ms till llio weatluu' .sliould grine cool and the 
dis(*a.se die out - they would prohahly have advi.s(‘(l tli(» adoption of 
the lattm’ eour.s(': linitly, heeause, timugh eholci'H. was oveopiag up 
tlu' Khyher, it would (dearly h'* ('asier to lake uuswures to control 
it among st.ationai'y troot>s than among troops on the march ; .secondly, 
heeausti (iaiulamak, wli(>re far awa,y the larg('Ht hody of men waa 
stationed, presented fairly favonrnhlo sanitary conditions; tln'rdly, 

I iUurnl nnd Mutvrinl Proffcnx in hvlki, 1879-8(1, p. 107. 

* "'I'he re, Hulls gcsnerally repwd dw eixperieluie. of Ike Mutiny years, and 
•shew thid Kai'itpean troopn einnml ho oxp(Wi!fl in lh(i field during (ho hof. woallwi' 
id liulia wilhmd, gi'oatshilfutws and morUdity.” {Pnwihiry Mamum in India in 
1879-aii, p. dlh) 
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bccauMc ilio (ivacualiui) conU-iuiilatorl was mo {ar fi'om bcitij' tola! iU;((i 
both liliii-ojK’au iUi(J Nativo troops wi'ro .still to giinisoii buodi Xotal, 
AH IVlaKjid, aud Jiunriid, the most iiiilusdtky punts al<tii;' l.lio (sUii’i' 
lino. Such advioc' might not hiivo cluuiged tlio docision ali w liich I iiu'd 
Lytton ultiniiitoly arrivod, but, by doopt'uing the moiimi' of ixsipoii- 
sibility under wliicli that deciHum wan taUen, it ought to li.'uu' .saved 
him from the mistiike of diMCHta.bliHluiig (.ho Divi.sional iu\d (fi'igndo 
Staffs of the Poahawar Valley Ku-kl Jh)r(!(‘ ju.st wlioii (.heir .sei'vioi'.M 
were moat neodod hy the troojw whom, in (.iui in(,('n',s(.,s of (‘cotumiy, 
he felt it bin duf.y to oxpo.so to exciiptiona,! risk of .siillering, di.sease, 
and di'ath. 
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Arrival (tl die llritisli MiKsion in Kabul 

(In llio (il'li dl' -Inly, !K‘com|)ani('rl by Iuh Sf'crc'Uvy, Mr. 

\V. -b'likyu.s, (l.bi., left. Kiinln to take up bin appoinLmi'ut as liritish 
Miivoy at tlir Court of (lio Aiiiir. llo carried witli him no written 
iusi riu'liouH : in tlie unccrlainty as (.o tin* state of things awaiting 
liiiii at Kabul, tluy could not luwc ))ccn made precise, and gencml 
ins! ructions were rendered iiniaaa'.shary by tli(> identity of view and 
aim exisUiig belween liim and the Viceroy. Jh)tb men regarded tlut 
d'realy of (landaniaJi as a l)eginning, not an end, as “ tlie inanguratiou 
of a sound and rational policy” ratiier than “its crowning result ; 
and Kurd lyttou could IVel certain that Cavagnari would nso it as 
an inslrunicnt for bringing Afghanislan morn and more' unden; BriMsh 
inllnencc, Vet, Kuovui only to one of tlie two, tln've was a point on 
wliiel) iliey diU'ered. Knrd Lytton looked with equal eoniidenoo to 
tlu' near and lo tlin di.stant future ; Cavagnari, better informed as 
to (he eonfnsion into vhich Afghaniatau liad been iihinged by tho 
war, was not blind lo the jiossihility that tho next step towards tho 
eonqiliite truntijih of the h’orward I’olioy might he precipitated by 
a cataatrophe. lie hwatliod no hint of this ans))ieinn in tlio ears 
of his oilieial superiors; it had no inlhicnce on the spirit of prond 
resolution in which he acocjited tin* high position to which his energy 
and iieal had raised him; hut aoinc amojig his fricndH W'ho saw him 
depart, knew tliat ho helievetl himsnlf to lie, going to hia doatln' 

t “When he alarlcd for Kabul, with his new hnnoura fresh upon him, h® 
told Itin fricialH lhat lilm ohaucoa wero four to ouo [hat ho would novw' rofcum 
tom hiH niiaaion.” [IHvneer, July 3rd, 181)9.) 

Ifl 
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Ti is probablu that the fuiiallneas el his cscoi't it coasi.sled onl}'' 
of tvmity-Iive fcahj'cs fmd iil'ty viihw ei' tlie (hiidc (tirpH, all picked 
nu‘n, oomuianded by Licntoiiaut W- !’• llaniiltoa, uilh Sucifeon 
y\.. n. Kelly in iiiedieal elififge was due te llu'se foi-eiiodint'a. He 
may well have felt Hud, as notliing sliori of au ai iny euuld [iroti el him 
against tlie dangers latent in a ilise(>ntenle<l soldiery and an angry 
people, the fewer jX'ivsons to share tliosc da.ngers with him, Ihe heller. 

It had boon decided that the Knvoy .should travel hy the Slnilar. 
gardaii route, and nothing that hi; saw and hi-ard on Ins way to Hu' 
Afghan frontier wa.s of a nature to render the outlook more hii|)eful. 
The Knrani .showed no sign.s of a return i.o pea.ee and iwder, lOxeepti 
for the withdrawal of the Ihinjab i’rine(',M’ Contingenl, Hieie had 
been no reduetion in the striarglh of its garrison, and Ihe Iroops eon- 
stitntmg it wiwe still to all intents and pnipuses a iheld Ihnee, waginii; 
a fatiguing and liarassing war wdtli trilies ipiite indillenml to Ireaiies 
of peaces and oesshms of territory niadt' by one < iovernmi'ni. to anotlu'r. 
All along the line of oomnmuieatkms, soklie'i's a.nd camp follow mvs 
wore still I'reiiueutly murdered, haggage animals stolim, eamelu earrii'd 
oil hy dissei'ters ; ami, on the Kind argardan, earavaus eintveying fruit 
from Afghanistan to India weri' stoppial and jsluudeK'd by I lu' < Ihil/.nia, 
The marauding liand.s weie not afrahl (o lly at liigliec game on 
one occasion, at the very higliest, fur, on tiu' Ifith of dune, (ienend 
Roberts him.self, when accompanying a survey jiarty in Ihe Ahimat 
Khel lemtory, was Hi>t upon hy a larg<' liudy of Rlaugals, and only 
.saved from capture or death hy Ihe gallantry of Major Melhmen 
and a tlozcn men of ilto 5th I’unjah Infantry. On the 31th, Kurgeon 
VV. B. Kmyth was stahhed to death at t'hapri, and, a week laler, a 
Native officer of the 3Int Ihinjab Infantry and lii.s orderly were 
attacked at Balish Khel and killed belore (he e.seurt, who were 
olo.so behind, could conns to tlitsir rescue. 

In view of the disturbed .stati* of tln^ wholis region, .stringent 
incasuras were adopted to oimnv Havaguaths safol.y. Ih-fore Ida 
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an'ival at llii' Kui'am Roftn, Brigiuru'i'-Ocjicritl Diiahatu MasHy who 
amv oonimiUKlcil the l«t Itruiaflo, (Johijo having been apjwjiuted to tins 
yVgrii' (j'oimnninl, oeenpied (,lu> Hazara Dai'akhi. DeHlo with four guns, 
and No. 2 Moiiiiliiin Biittory, a H(|ua<lt'on of the I2th Bengal Cavalry, 
(rhree <'oiupi\nieis of the 72iul lligbhuuh'rs and the 5tli (lurldias; and 
it wan under ihe proteetion of l.hin foroo that tho lilnvoy’.s ])ai'ty, 
iieeonipjniied by ({eueral Jiuberts and a largo number of Inn officer, s, 
eneanijied on the bSth of duly, at KaHnim Khol, about throe miles 
Hliort of the elid' known as Karatiga, or the white rook, which marked 
(he spot niu'is' Bi'itish b'vriUu'y endc'd and Afghan territory began. 
Ail t.lial, boundary I, he party werr- met tins nex't moi'iiing by Sirdar 
K’luiHlidil Bliaii, the Aniir’.s repi’e.sentativo, anrl Badsliah Ivluin, tho 
Head of tli(‘ Chil/,ai.s.‘ 'I'heneeforward tlu‘ responsibilily for the 
Hafoty of (ihe Ihwoy reated wLtli tlu'se two men, .so Dunham Massy 
and liiH lioops ne.nt l)aek t.o Kassiin Kind, leaving Ca vagi >aii, Jtoberts, 
and .some lifly Biitisli onic-ev,s t.o the protection of a .siiuadron of 
Al'gha.n Cavalry, In an upland valley, lying botwe.en tho Harkal 
Koial and Ihe, >Shu(ia,rgai'dan, a tent ha,d bi'cn [litohed, and hero the 
two Khaim enlertiuined their British visitors, d'ho meal concluded, 
hoi-its and gnesl.s remounted a.iid all rorle forwarrl together to the 
Kiiininit of the Shutargardan, where the Knvoy and his isseoi't took 
leave of the friendw wlie had so far liot’iie l.lusn eomjiiiiny. No sign 
of atmieiiy or de.spoudeney marred that jiarting, yet aftiw tlw fare- 
wells liad lieeu said, liy a, .sudden iiuindsi', Uoherts and Cavagnari 

I “ Klmahdil Khini',s fiieii was not a pliwing one j heavy darlc eyohnnvs 
shiided his oy<‘M and a heavy iiioiiKlneho his mouth, Init tho oxproH.sion of his 
eyes when seen, miih Hiaister, and llio whole I'uoo wiw oruol; and fcliough to 
.some his very stiudied ahstraetiou Hfiennul to rlenote good manners, to others 
Ids Hileni'i", with dowui'iiHl eycH, did not helokoti a willing porlommnoo of tho 
doty lie was engaged in.” 

” Bsirlslmiv Kivan Was an elderly man with a thin hwu, hooked uoso ami groy 
IkhuxI, die eyo lumgry-Ioolilng and mtless, like all the ha,lf-HtarW‘d niotmtainoer 
rubhet's of Ids ehiu,” 

(Ilb'dii the Jiuram tHM Ftwe, by Major Cohjiihoun, p. UBS.) 

2 
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turned back to griiK]) {oicc nioro (>tlH'i'’n liiiod, ii!\d in IIkiI huslr 
pros, Slav, Cavagnari may li.avi' racogiii'/od I lie coho ol his o\ui 
I'oi'cbadiiigH.’ 

d’lio mi.sshm oaiujicd tlml, aiglil. at I, lie Mcsfi'rii I’nol ol (he iShnlai' 
gai'diin and five day.s ]a(,er eulered Kalml, wIk'I'c it looh |Misses,‘iiiiii of 
the ijunt'tii'i'H pvovidi'd I'or it witliin (li<“ liala lILssiir. luiherts mean 

tiini' liarl retiinied to the Kai-ain Idnts, handed over (In 

of Ilia troopa to Dmdiain Maasy, niid ata,i'le([ for Simla to eat, or on 
his duties as ineniber of a, CVmiinittee a|)poiiited l,<i inquire into (lie 
defcet.s in tlic organization of tiie indian Army nliieli (he war had 
lirought to liglit. 

On tlie ]2l]i of duly, j,lie Viceroy issued a (ieiii'r.il Oi'der, in nliieh, 
after eongratidating “ the Comma, nder-iu-('hief on the , skilful eonduel, 
and satisfactory conelu.sioti of the war, the polilieal ohjeel.s of w iiieh had 
bi'cn ohtiviiu'd by its military results,” he thanked the (leneval Ollieers, 
counnandiug the dilferwiL Idelii h’orees, for the .siu'cesu uith u Iiieh 
they had carried out the la.sk allotled to them, recognized Ihe ahiUt)' 
shown by tlie (leneral Staff of the Army, and hi'stini'ed high |inirio 
on the .steady eouragi* and di.soipline wliieli thrmigliimt the viei.ssil ude.s 
of the campaign had markeil the eouduet of the ollieers, non, (-(uu- 
misMioried officers, and men of the Ifriti.sli and Nativt* l'’oreen engaigeil, 
The. publication of this Order was ipiiekly followed by a vote of 1 hanks 
from both Houses of Parliament, and on tlu> 2!)tli of duly, f.he Amn/uft 
contained a long list ol bonour.s and |)7‘oniotions, dhe live 
column coiinnand('r,s, (leneral.s Stewart, P.rowms Maiidcq Uidduliih, ntid 

1 “ L aould not fpol liapjiy iis tt> tho proHpertfl of the MiHHiun mid my heart 
sank as I widiod Oavagmiri (roudliye. When wo luwi imiooialrd a few y,u,|H in 
cun- difforeat clirootionR we licrth turned rmmd, rcUnveed nnr htn|is, slmnii. Immls 
once more and parted fur ever.” (FoHy-onr Yfath in lniU<u \’n\. 1!. p. 171 !.) 

RobortH inontions that, hi amiondiiiff to the Siakiu Kotnl, ('aviiyiuiri [mitiled 
out to lum a solitary magpie, and fiegged him “not to meiU.iou (ho fnet of his 
having aeon it to his wife, «h alie wonlil he aure (n eoiwhlor i( an uiiliieky ojium " 
(Iliid. x>. 178.) 
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l’()l)('i'(,s, wen' iHiuic Kui,i>;lLl,-(J()mimiudci'H o! tlu; Military DiviMion of 
du' Halh ; ( 'aviif^iuii'i, Kiiiij;lit-(!()iiimiitulL'i' of tlio .siiuic ()r<ler in the 
Oivil Divihiou; iukI Colonel Pomeroy Colley, u'lio hiid left India for 
Sonlli Afri(‘ii: 11 fen dny.M after tlie oonelii.sion of peace, Kniglit-Coni- 
mimder of the Star of India. 'I'lie Conipnnionwhip (^f the IJath was 
l)i'sto\\ed on nevi'inl jnnhn- oiUeer.a ; others obtained Brevet rank, but, 
in l-liiM di.strilmtiou of lewardH, tlio Koroe.s on the Kandahar .side 
were ,so strangely overlooked a,s to draw from their eominander a 
.sliarply wftrded prote.st. “ Before taking any oliicial action in the 
matter,’’ mi wrote Sir Donald Stewart to the Adjutants lener’al, 
fleneral laiinsden, “ J want yon to tell hk', ij non ran., the pi’inciplo 
on w liieli the Brevels have been granted a.s well as the Uecoi'ations. 
It wolihl .seeni that the.se rewards have been confined to the few 
odieei'.s of this Poree who have been under (ire. If that be so, then 
1 and several ot.lnns have beta.) most imjiroperly I’ewariled for our 
snppo.sed servie<'s. 1 don't grndg<‘ reward.s lo men who liave done 
good work aeeordiug to their opportunities, but I think, if reward.s 
are given to .selected men, my o|)inion.s should iuiivo been asked for, 
evi'U if Ihey had not been allow'ed any w<‘ight. . . . Comparisons two 
odious, bull you know olUeers will draw thorn, iiind tlnnigh vvo Imve had 
liltle. e.veitemeut in the lighting lino, tlio work done by the troops 
here will not eompare unhivounibly with tliat done in the North, 
where the light luis not been jilaeod under a Imahel.” ‘ 

VVit,b Ibeso e.\])ressiuns of Parliainentiwy gratitude and Royal 
fiivour, tlio untoward I'pisode in lire, relations of Jndia, and Afghanistan 
wtis supjioscd to ho linally olosed. Lord laiwronce wight greet the 
iiew.s of the departure of (.'avagnari tmd his companion, s to Kalml 
with tlie cry, “ h’hey will all bo murdoml, every one of thean,” and 

' Lift' of kkV DtinaUl Hlexomi, }ii>. iJilfl, 300. 

In a letter (0 his wife ho refow to llio samo sahjout. “ 1 Imvo to-day 
(Slst July) got a oojiy of the tliwoUe. oontaining the, Kalml honours, and .1 am 
not at all pleased with llw' dlHtrilmtion . . , and fool lh«t I have almost got my 
ll.C. B. on fahm pretenoes.*’ (Ibid, pp. 'iOO, 281.) 
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pci'.sisl to his lasli lioiu' — lie dietl on the liihth of .Inly, iifler a few days 
illacss — in lielicving that iioLliing Imt evil eoiild eoiiii' lo India, fi’oiii 
the Contest vvfiioli her ( foverniueiit liad provolced,' lail I he Hriti^h 
Ministry continued to share Lord Lytton's eonlideiiee in (he slahilily 
of tlie situation vvliieh that eonl.est laid created. “ 'The war is nvi'r,'’ 
crietl Lord Halishury, speaking in the (‘ily on tlie ihih of .Inly, in a 
general atino, sphere of contentininit and .self-, satisfael ion : “ the w'a,r 
i.s over; peace is sigtaal ; Afghaui.stan i.s left; Afgha,ni,slan is not 
annexed, anfl the frontier of India, is .seeiired.” ' A week later Ijord 
Lranhrook a.ssured an a.udienee at (.lie VVe.st Keid, ( lonserval ive .V'uo 
oiatiun, that under the inihieiiee of kindue.ss and eivilizal.ion, hol.h 
the people of Afglianistn.n and the iudi'pendenj) 'I'l'ihe.s would lieeoine 
our fast frit'iid.s. 'I'ln* tone of the Lr’e.ss as a whole was ei|na.lly hopeful. 
The Timcft landi'd the ti'rnis of the 'I'l'eaty of ( iandainak as honolirnhie 
to both parties, and predicted that India wa.s about (.o eni.er upon .a 
now ora, in which the rulers were to he fre(> from the. fear of Russitui 
invasion and her liorders wi've no longer to In' vexed hy ninranding 
raids, whilst commi'i'ce, ever expanding, was l.o prove a kui'o hotid of 
good feeling and lasting friend, shl]» hetween the late foes. 

The conlidenee horn of a fronl,i<-r line “ drawn at the poinl.s of oiir 
own choice “ was not .so lirjnly rooted, however, a.s to he ipiile, nnsliaken 
by the news that General Lasareff, tlie liero of Ka.r,s, vvas oiguiii'/.ing 
a force on the south-eastern shores of the. (lasjiian Nisi,, with ii. vitnv 
to the pimishnuint of the 'rokke Turkomans, a [ilurideriiig, .■-'Inve- 
raidiiig trihe, the terror alike of I’ersia and Ifokhara.’ d'lu' SinaU 
minority of Englishmen who would fain liave dravi'ii the Nnrtir We.st 

1 Baswortk Kmith'H Lije oj Lord Latrrence, Vnl. If. pp. (l-U), (552. (Itvl. 

3 2Vtfi Times, July iKh, 1870. 

•I '‘Respecting llussia’.s right in eom|ner UetPral Asia and Kiiglamrs wisduni 
in opposing her, much iwguiiwtd. may he espeudeil and many upinioas nxpwnsrd ; 
lad (liore is one faol, vvliicili slancls ouL beyond all cionlroveisy (lie ('(mijiiwit 
of (Vulval Asia has lieeii a ble.ssing, iiid only for (Vtilral Aniii ((aelf. Ind, for all 
tho naliona almKiug upon it.”— Oluirles Marvin. 
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fi'diilici' line all Kaiulaluu' and Kabul, vviti' r(‘iuly ai otu'o wiUi i/hc (uy 
of " India in dangnr," attd (-V'cn llin I'inn'n it lU'acH.saiy to 

tinclari'n t.iiat n liali<‘vci' liiishia. did, nr Mn'catcnad in dn in Ccnira] 
Ania, wnuid lin lunlvcd npnn jt'alonN oycs in India, ilunijjfii ilirno 

wcnka nai lici' ii luul IxHiai.cd tliai ilicnccCnri ii liuiia inaai ban' nt> enemy 
eiiiier near nr I'ar. 'iiie e\|MMli(ion, badly cundiiclcd and (liH^i'ac<‘d 
by innal, iiM|inliii() itiliuinaniiv, ended <liKu.sirniinly for ilie UuH.siiiiriH ; 
bill/ an it, was nal'e in jirnplieny iliai ibey ivnuld reinrn, again and 
again, in ilie ebarge till they had iurneil defeat into vioiory, tho 
alarniiniH relained tlieir I'ight to \va,rn an eany-guing |)ub]i(i of fcroiiblo 
in (ilni'e for liieni.' If tliew' iirophoin, inHiea,d of directing Muiir 
far heeing ga/,e in Ilie i'liftlier nide of tlie ilindii Kiiish, liad fixed tlieir 
eyi'M on Algliiinintim, lliey would luivo rmnul lunple oeea.siiiii to utter 
warningn wliieli a few luontlia «ouUl lui.ve fullilled. In tlia,t dis- 
traeled eoantry tlie Miillidin were everywliere preaeliiiig a holy war 
a/gaiiiid, tlie llritiMli troo|in nlill oeeiipying a, large portion of its territoj'y. 
'I'here wuM a, revolt iu 't’urke.'Hlaii, and tlie jimviuee of Badakalian, 
liordering on iMibiil, was iu open rebellion. At Herat, wliera the 
(jovernor, Aynb Khun, wan the Ainir’n brotliei', tlie Kabul and Kau- 
daliar regliueiit.n, noine of whieh were under ordem Coi- the eapital, 
were no tleejily tiiiuled with di.salteetioii tliat the ollieern had lout all 

I 'file Mxpi'diliini I'liiled, primarily, tliroiigh delayn iu Htiirtins eaiiHeil by 
die ilillieiiUv of gelling Hiit»|>li‘'n and Irmiapnrl ; and, Mi'eoudiirily, llu'uugli tlici 
deiilU of Ijirairell, whieh threw llio rommiuid into ilia luuula of Laiiuildti, au 
im'iniipeleiii general and eniel mini, who in liia oagaraenH to exUrpiiUi the Tokko 
'I'ui'koiniiUK refiiwed la l.reiit with lliair nlilefH, Hhut every aveaim of enoiipti, 
l/iiviied hiuili, the wimien and eliildron il,viiig from iJio fiai of Iiin arlillory, and 
t/lieu, willi a foree of only Irltid num, at- ii, jioint an'IuH from )ii« ImHn, iiHuaullod 
a Kti'oiigty fiiriilied, iiubreiielied eueloHnro. iu dm teotli of iri.Ollb desperafo njoa 
and their eiiimlly deNpende wiven and dnughtorH. 'Flm aitaeic waa beatou off 
and dm itiiKhiimw miglit have liewi anniliilatod the following nigiit, had lim 
'rurkonmiM known liow t» taka advantage of their viotory. Am it was, tlis 
rotreii/fc, boftim dm ne-xt day. ondod in ubkw dtmmKiiliswdou, aad only a small 
proportimi of the forco, wliSoh had loft the wiioros of tlio OaspJ«i in Augiwt, 
rogaitwd thwn in Ootoiioi'.' db B. ll. 
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power ovei' tlie nieii ; iluoiigliout, I.Ik' (.nide aiul indie.l ric.-' 

had eeased to ho ean'icd <m ; in ihi' eil.y, all •;ll(lp^, cxcepl I hose ol 
hidehoi'w, hakeis, and j^rocc'i’.s, vvcie closed ; and evei'yn here (he [leople, 
haii'ied by a lawless soltliei'y and |iltiii(l(M'ed by (^he ani horilles, mIki, 
treinblina; foi' tlieir (, enure of olliee, were mereilessly eolleelitej, a year’s 
revenno in advance, were (ryins' (u escape nUaw niin by binyiii", (lieir 
money and valuables. In Kabul, l.he Amir, eonipelled (o despaleh 
c.visting regiments to put an end to tin* disorders in 'I'urkestan aiiid 
Badakshan, found great diliienity in raising fre.sh troops to take (heir 
place, and those h(' did sueeeed in enli.sting, badly disciplined and 
ill-paid, were' a danger to (he city and hitnsedf, and, abovi* all, (o (he 
British gnest.s foi' whose' safety he was bound (,o pi'ovide. 

In Kandahar alone, whc'ro Sir Donald Stewarl, had (irmly re'fiised 
to aurrend(‘r his auUiorh.y to the Afghan (iovernor, Sirdar Slier All 
Khan, order ]n'evail('(l, and the arrangi'nu'nts for the reliirn of the 
troops to India could hi: i|uietly earrii'd on. In tho miildle of AugusI , 
preparations for the evaenatiuit of tlu' ei(.y were begun, and on the 
4th of September, the Second Infantry Brigade left their eiuil.onnu'nt 
and marched for (Jnetta. On (ho hth, the Ifirsfi Brigade neeom- 
panied by the Oeneral and his Staff, moved out into camp ready to 
follow in the wake of tlu; leading eolnmn ; hut at mid-day eaauo a 
telegram from tho Viceroy, on receipt of which Sir Donald Slewart 
pronpitly re-oocupied tlie citadel and harra.cliH,' and. I'l'eailled tin' 
troops that were already on their way home, I'he (eJegraiu ivui 
thus: — “All troops at present under ordej's to I'eturu to India,, 
stand fast until further oi'der.s. Jdeaao telegraph ))res('nt tlistrihnfiion 
of troops and wdiat are at Kandahar ; and also transjiort a.vailalile at, 
Kandahar and between this and Quetta, and what rc'serve. of supplies 
you have.” ■“ 

t During the short period the barracIiH had rernniJicil (im|»(y, iht'y hud iu a 
gteat extent been gutted of thoir windows and doors by the AfghiiUB. '{Kmukhir 
in 1879, by Major Lo Messurlor, 2 ). 203.) 

“ Afghanistan (1880), No. 1, 2 ). 40, 
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<.'ava”n;iri in ICabiil 

'I'lii'l ('iilii'v 1)1' l.fic HiiMHli iVliHHiiin iiil.o Kiihiil wa,)i iiuirkccl by no ini- 
i.owiu'd iiu'idi'iiL. S.diil.fd by Aff^liiin Artillciy, cMoorLod by Afghnii 
dnvidi'y, inonnli'il oti cb'iihantH .-icnl. out |,o iiu'oi ihom, tin' Envoy 
nud bin Eiii'opcnii ctjiiipiinions pawscd slowly Ibrougb orderly and 
n'Mpi'cd'ul (‘ronds l.o the dsM'Iling prepared I'or them in the Bala 
llidhai', where (.lie Prime Minisb'r, Birdar llahibulla Khan, and the 
Commatidei-in-dhiei, DamI Kliah, were waiting l.o w'eleome (.hem. 
In (.he evening, when Cavagnari indd a visit of eereniony to tlio Amir, 
he was leenived wh.h (.he id, moat friend lineaa, and (,lio next day Yakub 
Khan allowed his readinea.s (u fnllil Ida trealy obligations by laying 
before him some letters whieli had paased between luinaelf and Ueneral 
Kaufmiuin, and gave signal ])root of tlie eonlideneo he |)lacerl in his 
Ib'itisli gne.s(s by acceding to the Envoy ’h reipiest that the meinbers 
of (he Mission should lie fri'e to reeolve visits from Afghan oflieialK 
and. Sirdars, 'The eorrespondenee, which was merely one of oon- 
gratiihrlion on Kaufmann’s nide, and of polite aeknowdeclgement on 
tlu' Aniir's, was forwardc'd to bord bytton, who, taking into accounl, 
tiu' disturbed state of lI’urkeHtan and the Amir’s natural anxiety to 
eoneilia1.e. a man who hiul Aiidur ltahma.n in Ids keeping, was witio 
otKHigli to abH(,iun from making it a unbject of eomplaintJ 

If bavagnari bnilt any hopes for tlio suooesa of his ]yiin,sion on 

* Alykamdati (1880), No. 1, pp. 7, 0. 
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tlu- peaceful natiiio of hn in Kabul, Hum' liopr, wnc ol 

islioi’i dni’iiiion. A very feu flays diselowd lo him Hi(' fliin,',o'i'i b\ 
Avhich tie was Mirroimded. Into a city (leva, si, at ed by elioh'ra,' Hie 
Hi'i'aH RejHmeiiis were |kuiHi\!j,, IVe.slt I’l'oiu Hie |iliuidei' ol Hie ila/.iii'a 
villnge,s, delleient, in di,sei|)line, elamofoim for pay. A Hoii'inn Miiiihlm' 
niiglit ittaMire Hn* Kiuoy find, Hie di.siiiriianei'.s aeie Hie uoiL ol a 
few wild y])ii'ils,” Hial, in a day or I, no Hie ti'oops uoiild receive Hu'ir 
arrears and bi' scid aAvay on fiii'loti<j;li ■' ; bid, hi' imisti have kiiouii Hial 
the men had already irfn.sed t,o go to Hiei.r luiine.M lilt the la, si, penny 
of tlieir bank jiay tiad bei'ri coiinl,efl out to tlieni, and Hial Hieri, wa.s 
not money eiiongh in tlio trea.sury to give lliem \Hmt Ihey elainied, 

U, had t)cen arrangi'd Huvt Ca.vagnari slionid eotnmnnienl.e uilh 
tlifs Indian (lOVfM'nuieut in two vvayss in detail, hy means of ueeKly 
diaties, and more liriefly, a,s need might aiisi’, by li'ller or wrillen 
me, s, sago to lie carried by .special riimier.s to I hi- Ih'iliih onlpo,s|, at Ali 
Kholj and ihenee teli'grii])ln'd on to Simla by thi' I’oliiieal Hllieer. 

'riie Diary ending August ilth gave a full aceouut of tin' eomliHoii 
of tho town after tiu* arrivid of the llera.ti regiments, and of thi' 
Envoy’s interview with tlu' li’oreign Minister; Imt ulri'iuly on tld' Hth, 
the Vieoroy Inid leec'iveil tin' following It'legram from (!avagna,ri ; 

‘'Kabul, August (ith. Ahinning rf'port.s peivsniudlyf reaehed 
me to-day from .several .soiiroe.s tif the Jiiutimum hehaviour of (he 
fleraa rogunonhs lately arrived Imre, Homo of the men having been 
scon going about the inty witli ilrawn .swords, and msing iidlamniatory 

1 Muiislh Bukhtiiir Khiui, the pro li'in, fopreMoiUaUvu of tlui Urhitili Hnvei'n- 
menl; at Kiilnil, iliod of HioIpwi tho iliiy hufoi'o Havitgmiri rtri'ivod. lu l.nrd 
Lytlnti^-i hidian Admmidrnlion, jip, ;!;;() ami a-10, it is stidi'il Ihid, “ otiiiMideriihlo 
evicloiuio was hroaglit lorwanl later to prove that Im ( BiikIvtiiU' Khan) was iioisonwl 
by tho Amir,” Tliwo iw no piihlishi'tl oilioial ovidojKio in siipport of I bin gravi' 
charge; certainly (Aivagnavi never dropped a Jiint of I'onl jiliiy. Pedm[ia Iho 
author did not know how easily oviclonco is mnnufaehu'i'il in AfKiiinilHhui, eapei'i.. 
ally eviclonoe likely to damn, go a fallen man and to ploasc hi.s ouemieii. IL li If, 

2 Apjhmiiumi (18S0), Ko, 1, p. 88. 
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iMUi'niij.'!- agniiihl, 1ho Amir iuvl liis RiirHsIi visiLovh, and 1 wns sl.i'ongly 
iidviscd uoi lo gii (lui lor a dtiy oi t,\v(i.” '■ 

III is sti'iingc thill/ 11 im-HHiigo of such grave import slioiikl have 
.Housed so litllc iLiivicly in hoid |jy(, Ion's mind that Im could delay 
I'oruiudmg it to (he iSeerclary of State (ill Die ISDi, aud tlmu scud it 
oil uilhout a word of comment; hut it is sl.riuiger still that (Javagnitri 
himself sliouhl liave failed lo recogiuy,(> its full sicuificanec. Had 
he done so, he would hardly liavc ilccliiiod to make iiuiucdiatc, use 
of thf' Viceroy's olTcr, telcgra])hed to him on the 24tli of August, to 
give Yakiih !\lum [icouuiary aid, if huc.Ii aid were ncecsHiiry to i-xtri- 
cate him from his dirti(iulti('.s, on tho ground that ho lioiied, later, 
to I urn such aid to acemunt as a lever for ohtainiiig reforias in the 
Afghan Administration. Duly a man who.se eyes ivere holden ao 
(hat he could uo(. see clearly, would have been writing about 
adminisi r.iDve niforms whim the prohleiii of tho Imur was liow to 
uphold (ihe Amir's autliorityugaiu.st till' ehaotie forces that w'cre tlireat 
eniug (.0 sweep i(. away, for it i.s impossihle (.o helievo that Havagnari 
coiu'lied des( ruction in order to fiiriiisli Lord Lylton with an cmuiso 
for Die renewal of the war, aud the annexation of M'ghaiUHtan. It 
is l.rue ho spoke words on wliicli such a eou.strue(,ioi) luiglit lie put, 
as when Im said l.o a friend ; “ If my death plaiCes the red lino on 
the ilitidu Kush, I don't mind,'' or when Im answereil (lie, 'ea7'n<'.st 
waruiugs of Ui'insaldar-iMaior Nali.slihand ilhau, a fonuor NalilVo 
Olliei'r in a Bengal Oavahy reginumt, with tlm words; “ Tlmy nan 
only kill tlm three or four of us hero, and our death will las avenged.” 
It was- one (liing for him to find consolation fur a piosisible oataHtroplm 
in till' helief tliat it would bring about the coinjjletic triumph of the 
forward ])olioy, ami quiti' anoiliov, doliberatoiy to HaoriOoo Jus own 
liCo, tlu* livi'H of Ilia tliree Enrofiean conipanioiw, of the .soventy-fivo 
mcm of his oseort, und of the nmnuroLifi .servants who had followed 


» AlghankhiK' (1880), Wo. 1, p. 18. 
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tlic Mission (,(j KtiLnl, to ho rloiilitful a iirohiicc.t, of iiltininli' advaiilin'r 
to India; and tliu answer to Nakslibiiiid Ivlian niiiy lairly ho latoo 
as )'(‘])i'(‘,s('titiufr Ills oonviction that in an altitude liold, own to tie 
lianoc', lay tlio Mission’s Ix’st clianoo of saJoty, for hi^ words woio sure 
to ho rojK'atod, ami mifflit f^ivo pa, use to Mio “wild spii'ils '' who 
won; going about the city ahiisiug liiiii by name, aiiul thrcatoiiiug 
to kill him. And, from first to last, just siioli a,u aliitiido did lie 
maintain; yielding Tiotliing to tlio waiaiiugs that daily roaohod him ; 
insisting on the wiLluIraw'al of tho guard placoil at the gale of the 
Ko.sidonoy in part, at loa.st, for it.s protection; riding mil,, da,y after 
day, attended by a trooji of Afghan Oavalry and a, few men of his 
own mounted CKCurt ; and in his fre(|uei)t inlerviewa wilh I he Amir 
and liLs M.itii,ster.s, resolutely speaking out his mind on every point 
that pre.sented itself fur discussion. 

If further proof be needed (.hat it w'as blindnes.s (,o llti' )ireasiiig 
nature of tlie crisis in wliieb be w'as involved, not de.sin- to preeipitule 
its catastrophe, which iiromptcd ('ava.gnai'i to poslponc availing 
himself oi the Viemoy’s liln'i'iility, it is to bo found in his priijcetod 
tour round Judin, with the Amir, before aeeoiupanying his I'liyal 
charge to Agra to attend tlu' Durbar wdiieli Ijord Lyfton had iM'ranged 
to hold there in Robruary 1880, ‘ for at tlu' very time when he was 
busying hinrself with the details of this journey, ho was writing down 
ill Ills Diary such rejiovta of disalTcctioii and mutiny iu every pru* 
viiicc of tlu; kingdom as sliould have convinced him that, for venr.s 
to conic;, Yakub Ehaiis haiitls would be too lull, liis po.sitiuu i,oo 
iiiseciiro, to allow of his leaving Ids ccmntiy for a .single; tlay,“ 

1 Set; letters of Dr. fiojly, hije oj t<ir Ijhuh Camymu-i, by Kidly I'niHonti 
Dey, pp. 168-101. 

3 111 the Diary onditig Aug. 10 lio roiKirU'tl (see Afglinninlau (1880), pp. 

29, 30) that tho ammunition of llio Horati reginienls at Kniml IkkI I, eon taken 
from them; again, that a largo number of troops sent lo llliaKui had drsei'lrtl 
on tho march, and that Gonovul Glinliuii Ityikir Khiui laid Iiocmi ilefwited by 
tlio lebote in lurkoatan; in liis last Diary, tliat the truojis iu 'rurkesltui ivero 
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l( i,s, (if coui'M', iin|K)MHil)l(‘ (,() JiHirni iuiy iK't'unuiiy aid given 
i,() I, he Amir v\oitld have done uiorc (iliaii [)()hl|Knu' hho caiiiHii'ojilu' 
wliicli wiiK now cldHc id. Iiatnl ; lad in .siu'li iiid, |)niMi|)Uy given, lay 
(,he one eliiuiei' of waving ihe Miiswinn ffoin iinnuidiiik' iinnihilaliion af 
llie handw of the iroopw, for 1,1 h' nnit.iunu.w .s[)ii-d vvfueJi fji'rviided 
(he whole Afghan Ai'iuy wo largely duo to tlui mi'ii'w jnivi'rty that 
it might have lu'eii diw|)elled hy the .sati.sfactiou of their jiiwt di'inaiids. 
No douht i.hei'i' ((('(■(' I'i.wkw ati.endjiut on inve.sLing the IhitLsh Envoy 
with the ehariuder of [inyinawter to hiw liostts ereditor.s, Init tlK‘.wo 
eould havt‘ been Jewwened by giving (.he nioni'y, not aw a conee.s.sion 
to l.lie di'inandw of the ,woldi('ry, but in fnllilnn'nl of the (j'eaty obligation 
to pa.y Yivkub Kha.n a yearly wubwidy of aix lakhw of riipeew. No 
('Xjiedient, however, eould do more than I(‘.s.seu the. danger, s tlireatcniiug 
tli(' iMiMwion, for it.M nieri' jH'e.seiiee in Kabul evoki'd ln,)|ie.s it eould not 
fullil, uhil.Mt detraeting from the audiority of the iirinee on whom 
it bad lo depend for |iroteetion. Only a few da,y.s after hi.w arrival 
in Ka,bnl, ('avagnai'i had reported to laird Ijytton tha.t the ptijiidaoe 
e.s.peeted him luit only to ohtaiu for the woldier hiw u-vrearw of pay, 
Imt alwo lo HeeiU'e the removal of oppre.wKivi' taxation and the aholition 
uf eomfmlHnry iiulilaiy wi-rvioe. Ah might have lieen foimaai, the 
British Envoy repi'f'.siuitial to all niaasew of y\fglian.w not ho nmeh tho 
])ower, a.w l.he wea.llh of tlx(‘ Hritiwli lOmpiro ; ami, with that ino.xhan.st- 
ilile fund to drirw njion, it wa,s helleved that lu^ eould buy from tho 
Amir wliaUnnw ('('dreww of puhlie. grievances, whatever privudc boon ho 
might be induced (o demand, 'riiu.s, with or aganiHt his will, Cavagnari 

Hupyiuseti mil. In be nailk'i(inlly in kiwul to bo iwod (o rosloro (irdtir in Badakalum, 
(hal. six rogimmils of infanUy, one of mwalry, and two hnUo.rioB of a,rtillwy 
luuk'i' orders for (.he lirstmamed province liad only iwon brought lo imroh tiy 
(,he payment of two inontha’ luroarH, and (liafc innny flesortionH wore expeclod, 
on roil I e, 11 0 (dan gave details of sniitlnloa in Turkestan and at Ghaani, and 
ropoi'ied that tho Amir had sent the JTimo Minmior Lo say that, owing to tiro 
nnrnly oomhiot of t.he ttoopw, it wonld not bo pnidijtitfor Major Bt. John (Tolitioal 
OffluPi; at Kandahar) to tiwol to Torab through Homt.— fi B. Ff, 
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was bound to becoino a coutic rouiul wliEli jaiblic iiiul privalc di,s 
content would .seek to gatluT, will) the result tli.di lie must eillier 
bi'eak tlic jmimlsc of non-iiiterlVienc(! given to tlie Amir, making liiiu 
liis eumuy, or, fiy keeping it, <'\pos(' liimself |,o tlie I'cseul.iueul, ol all 
disap|)(jinte(l suitoj'.s for tin' exeicisc of lits inlhienei' in (heir l'a,vmu'. 
>So far this inevitable .source of (liClieully and daiigei' had only reveah'd 
itwclt' in that general feeling of cvpcetauoy of which he hiul (akeii 
early note. Little use had been nuidc of th(> Amir’s eon, sent lo Irei'dom 
of intercoiir.SQ between bin subjects and the meudier.s of tim Mission ; 
in ])art because .such iutercour.se, though perinitt('d, wa.s not eii- 
eouiaged by Vakub Khan and Inks lVIiniKt('r,s, in part heeau.se the 
Envoy was chary of receiving tlio persons most likely to visit him, 
namely Die yirchir.s vvlio iiad juiststed the Ib'itish during the war, iitid 
who now dcsii'ed tluiii the amnesty guai'auteei I to tlu'in in the Tieiidy 
of (hindamak should be iatt'i'preted so as to eovei' a cluiiii io (he 
restitution of tiieir former ajipointments and allowauees preti'iisious 
to which he- could not lend his sujiport. “ 'I'liei'e can he no ([lU'stiou/' 
so he wrote on the llOth of August, “as to liis (tlic Amir's) perfect, 
right to grant tlieso men wdial/cver allow’anees lie thinlm pi'oper, or (o 
give or withliold luci'iitivo ajipuintmeiits tliey arc de.siroiis of ulitain- 
iug. Ail that we can properly contend for is DiUit their pei'soiis and 
private property shiill not be subject to mole.statiou on aeeoimt of 
their connection with ns.” * 

The letter from wdiicli the above, passage is ([noted, and (,o wliifdi 
irttaelies the melancholy interest of being tlio last writl.t'ii l)y ( lavagiiari 
to Lord Lytton, is of great value, as sliuwing wliat \v('rc tlic writer's 
vi(iWiS on points w'hicli were subHeipiently to (jecoinc nuilteiu for 
investigation, it provas that, in the Envoy's opinion, noihing ealling 
for complaint could be laid to tho charge of the Afghan (lovennm'nt ; 
that the religions oleinont in Kabul had abstained from e-veil-hig bad 


1 Lord Li/tturi'n Indmi Adminiatmtion, p. IktiJ. 
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looliiiff I, lie Minnion ; l.luil. t.lio coiulucli of ilio |)oi)ulaco had all 

aloii}' Ix'oii oi'dcrly; and lhal., tlioiiiili sfor’a's lunfiitg af fn-aoluTy on 
fhc. ])ivrl. of Yaluih Khau worn hoinj^ |)our('(l into liw I'ara, Uiey fiad 
tiol, , shaken his eonlidenee hi the Amir’s good faith, d’he letter furthei' 
shows that (hvagiuu'i had fallen into the elianutei'istic error of oon- 
foiinding diseonteiit at Native had adininiHti'atioii with eagerness 
to weleoiue foreign rule, and of attrihnting the weakness of Yakuh 
Khan's authority to Shero Ali’.s tyranny, instead of lo tlu- self-evident 
faet tliat the son liad had no op|)ortanity of veslaii'ing tiu' ordei', which 
till' fatlier had estahlished and tfie Britisli invasion broken down. 

How weak the Amir’s authority, even in his eaiiital, was perhaiis 
lielter known to the men of the escort than to the mmidiers of tin' 
Mission, No iSikh or Hindu dared .show hi.s face in the city; only in 
))a,rti('a of lien or twelve could they venture down to the river to hatho 
or wash their clothes ; even tfie Mahoinedans always wimt into tlio 
.streets armed, aaul foni' or live together; a.nd the .seowding look.s and 
tannl.ing ivords wliieli met them at every turn, a.nd wdiieh they 'wero 
asiniiined to ri'port to tin; iSahihs, were, talked over hy Ihe men in their 
((uarters at the Itesidency w'ith many prophecies of eoniing doom.' 

I iSliileiDiait of lliiSHMO (hihHcpoy. Alijhiniinlnii, Nn, 1, p. 1;J7. 

In llie sfiilement of Allid-iid-lhn it ia iiwnlioned lliut a, few day.s heforn the 
outlireiik lliere was a ((iiarrel in llw Mlrret Ixitweoo sonic KahnIiH lUul hoiiio 
Hepoys ahnul a woman, ami (hat on tlm llrd of Scpleiuliar (Imw Kuhiili women 
were lironglit cut of tlie flaniniani of the Resiliency, and killed by tlm amtineer.s. 
(fhkl. p. .S7.) 
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The Last I lours ol the Lahitl Mission 

Jt is itnpossi))lf' to givo an arciinin' acooiint oC l.lu' laKi- liniiiM ol I hr 
British Mission to Kabul ; no l']iip;lislunim siii-vivrcl l.o loll tlir lair 
I'l’oin th(! point of view of tliosc' iusiiir tlir Rraidrury ; thi' th['rr or 
four nu‘n of thr G'uidrs \iIm), by onr* or other slranyr rhaDee, u'en- 
pj'issei'VC’d fr(Jiu siiai'iuff (lu'ir roinradrs’ fate, roidd only spenli nilh 
cri'tainty on inatlrrs wliicii liad oomr within tlirir nolirr, and, even 
as regards tliose, wen* liable to ('I'ror, by reason of the liasli* and pi-es 
sure of events, which left tlu'in no tinn* for careful observation id' 
details of time and plan* ; whilst the stories told by Afghan witnesses, 
especially by tin* enemies of tin! Amir on the one hand, and fry thf* 
Amir himself on the other, reipiire, to l>o I’eeeived v'iiii great reserve. 
There is not a single point, from the nnmher and eojnposition of Ihe 
regiments that lagan tho attack on tho Hi'sideney, to the nuumer 
and moment of the death of its last d<'tenders, on wdiieh a,H are agrei'd, ' ; 
yet from this cloud of dashing statenu'uts tlireo thing.s emerge eleaiiy ; 
— viz. that tlm outhreak wa.s a irnn'ly military om* ; that its immetlial e 
cause rvas the denial to certain troojrs of their* fidl (i.ri'ears of jiiiy ; 
and that, at the moment, it was (puto unim'im'ditated, though ueeku 
of fuming over the xme.sence of for-eigu iulidels in Kahiil hiul prepai*ed 
tho waji' for just such an explosion. 

A oloar and welbnonuccted account of tlnr oveuts of tlm Ik’d of 

'i Hep AjyhimisUm No. J, pp. (ifi, (i(i, 77. 71), H(l, SH, it!, I lil, pil, 
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'nil*: r.AS'i' iioitrs of thk Kabul mission 3t 

;is Hrcti from outnido ilio Rt'.sidi'twy, was given Lo Mr. 
({. If. )S('n(,(, of Survey 1 )(']>» rtuieuf, !)y a Mullah wifh whom ho 
liad a long coiu'ci'miI ion, sohh' motd.h.s affor i,lu' ont.i'anoc of Sir 
h'l'edcrii'k Uolii'rhs'H (i'oo|)s into Kahul. If hoar.s, |u'rlia])s, truce, s of a 
di'.sirc to iila,(‘(' the conduct <(f tlu' pric.stliood in a favrairahlf light, 
hut I lie part wliicli it a, s, signs to the narra,tor arul his brothei'-nndlah.s 
is in harmony with ( 'avagnari'.s stahaneid,, that the I'cligious element 
in (he eaiiital laid done not, lung to eveite piihlie feidiiig a,ga,inM(i tlie 
Mission ; and as Scot!,, who kiunv tin- .Afghans lietter than most men, 
.saw no rea,son to doiiht the bona jitb'n of hts informant, the story may 
.safely he u,se<l to .su))|»li‘ment or eonlirm the slatementH piihlished in 
the lUiie Hooks, 

Using all sources of information, and, wheri' one witness eontra- 
diels anolher, seh'i'ting the aei'onnt that seem.s, in itself, the more 
]in)l)nl)le, I he story of the attack on the |{e.si(leucy Uiiul the massacn' 
of I lie Ih'itish Mission I'uusthns: 

On the Isl or 2ud of (Se[>temher sonu* r('giments, pi'ohably throe 
of I he si.\ (,ha(, had come from Herat,,* sent a di'putation to the paliict' 
to represmit their mi.serahle oondilion to the Amir, 'I'ln* deiiutUition 
wa.s reeeivial either by l)and Hhah, or by (he 7\mir him, self, and was 
.sefd, away with the promi.se of a .spi'cdy paynumt of all arrears. If 
tilts int.ei'view took place, (lavagnuri would laiow of it, and would 
regarrl the promise given to tiro troopa a.s a h<i])eful augury for tha 
pt'aue fif the cify, Uertaiidy, on the ovonlug of the 2nd of Heptemhor, 
he had no special rea.son foi' iUM’a.Hiiie,SH ; ho tlio no.xt morning a foraging 
jiai'ly isHiu’tl from the Itesideniy hound for wjine wasti* gi'a,ying lands 
nea,i'the vilhige of Hen-i-Hissar.** It (!on.HiHt(;d of a non,-comjni.s,sionod 

1 'I'lirec Ueriili rcgiinenia Imd been jwdd up most of (heir arrears and bad 
ili.spemed lo (heir homes, (eri'Kiud by (lui oholera, which was raging so violeidly 
lliiiit a hundred ami (ifty mcii laid died in one day. 8eo ()a|)oaitioii of ReHsaldtir- 
Miijor Nalfshliimd Klum. Aft/hanidan (188(1), No. 1, p. 8f. 

',1 h'oraging only hegiwi nu tjio Isfc of iSojitemhor ; up lo tliat elute, forago 
bud been tirmight to tiie iiesidoiicy.— -11. B. ,H. 
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oflic'or, Koto Dufi'iuUu' I'^itloh Miilu)in<'<l, iuid two Kouiirs Aklmr 
Sluili, a Mahoi)ic'(lan, and Navaiii Sing, (i Sikli. II' liiiid an ow'orl. ol 
■four Afghan troopoi'a aiul waa iW('(nn))iH>iod Uy LicnU’nanI llaniillon 
and Ur. KoUy, to koo tind. the grass- cnttci'a did nol tro-,|)as,; on aaiy 
onltivatcd lioUls ; and wlion lln-y had aatislicd 1 lioinsolvos that Ihoro 
was no danger of (hinia,g(! being <lon(‘ to (iie villagers erops, (he (.wo 
Unglish ollieens rode ])aclc i.o tin' Uesidenny. 

About an hour later, the rorag('rs were stai'l.leil by ('lie sound of 
continuous tiring, coming tVoni tin' direction of (.he Ihda. Ilissnr. d'lio 
Koto DulVadar, well aware of tlie angry feelings entertained (.owards 
the. IVlission by the Uerat.i troopH, knew al. onee t.hat. misehi<'f was 
afoot. His tirwt action was to d<'spateh twi'iity-threis of i.lu' g,raH't- 
ontter.s, in charge of the four Afghan trnitpi'r.s, to the ea.re of Ihra.liiin 
Khan, an e.x'-oi’tiec'i' of the. Ibmgal (lavalry, id. thi.s time e.omma.nding' an 
Afghan reghneut of hoivse eantotu'd eln.se to r.en-i-lli.s.sa,r ; then, with 
tlu5 sowars and tin* resmaining two gra,HS-cntters, hi' Ml.arttal for tin* 
EGsidency, the. roof of which, a.s thi'y drew neare)’, they saw to bi* 
crowded with men. — an nnpreoedented circiimstanee, for, to avoid 
giving iimbi'iigo tn the inhafnlarits of the neigbboui'ing hoiiKCH, no one 
wa.s allowed aooe.ss to that roof. Undet(>r)'ed by this pi'oof of the 
terrible nature of t.be jieril into wbieli they were riunn'ng, the live mi'ii 
pi'e.ssod on till brought to a sudden .standstill by the sight of a, oi'ovmI 
of armed rulllans rnsliiug towards tliein from the towti. 'I’u j'eaeb 
the Bala Idissar being now out of llu; (pie.stioji, Kutt.eb Mahomed and 
Ids oonipanions turned olT in tlu^ diri'etion nf a fort belonging to (lu! 
Amir's father-in-law, iSirdar Yahiya Kliau, hut ln'fore they had goiiis 
far, they were, overtaken by tin* Afghan troopi'rs, who had dime their 
vlnty by the gra.ss-eutter.s, l)ut were now bent on killing tin* Kikli 
.soldier, Narain Ming, ddio bold front .shown by him and hii-i iMa- 
homcidan comradu.s kept them from oarrying out their purpose, and 
the little hand gained the fort, to find, to their joy, that tlie garrison 
wixs jnirtly comiioscd of KaKalhashis, men of Kiitteh iVlahume.d’H 
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(uul Alvl);ii' iShiiii’H owu l.n’bo, wlio now carruxl oil t.ho I'ngitivcs lo iho 
Murad Klimia, tluuf [ja.i'l.iciilar (|uart(>r of Kabul, and .stoutly I'ofiised 
to givo thciu up to tlu‘ I'liricniH rabblo clatnouriug Cor their blood. In 
I lie night, however, they simiggled NurainSing out of the Murad Khana 
and hill him .safely in a dharaumala iu another part of the eity.^ 

Mennwlule lUe l.ragedy, tlu' (ivnl, act of wliieh thc«' men had bolveid 
from iifar, wa.s going riipidly forward to its oonsumniation in blood 
and lire. 

Soon al'ier tlio I'muging fiarty had .started for the gra/,ing grounds, 
two oj’ tliive regiments in uniform and wearing their side-arias, but 
uithont their rifles, marelicd into (.hi' Bala lliasar and formed ii]) on 
the open space below tlie I’alaoe. Kroni thi' lirsi. moment their oon- 
dnct wan disorderly, and when they were ullcred a -part, instead of 
the whole, of the. arri'ai'S owing to tliein, they hrolco out uito open 
mutiny. 

'I'he Amir .sen!. I)n.ud Hhab to try to pacify thorn, but his attempts 
to make I hem bear rea.soi) onlj' increased their anger. Revoral accounts 
atls’ibnl,e f.he suggestion (bat they sKouUl addri'ss tlumwelms to tlm 
British Rnvoy, to Ahdul Karim Khan, Oolonel of one of the di,saft'eote.d 
reginieiii.s, hut tlie Mulkdi told Reott tlmt it came from the ranka, 
a voice suddenly ealling out: — “Lot us go to (iavagnari. Ho will 
pay ns." " 

Whoever put (he thouglit in(,o (.lie men’s iieads, one.o there, tiioy 
were qniek to act upon it. Breaking thi'ir ranks, they loioe.ked down 
and severely injured Daiid Khali, who strove to stojr them, and rushed 
Hbuutiug (.owai’ds (he Restdeney. Pouring into its oom))onnd, their 
attention was a 1 i iii's!. attrfW'(.e(l by tlio stahlos, and for a quarter of an 
hour till" tooling of these kept tliem busy ; thou something liapponed. 
winoh exasperated Bunn to fury. (.)no \vitne,ss declare, s that the men 

I Ktntement of li’iittch iMahompil Kluvn. AjglmniMan (ISSO), Noi 1, p. 70. 

•’ Willi Miilminimul KImii's Mninornmliim spwvks iiS if tliu Amir Iwici pex.son- 
ally iulei'viinvcd Uw fmops. (Ibid, p, US,) 


3 
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ol the CHCoi't AVOi'O forbidden to firo on tlui looterH, iiiUd tiu' (irder 
was obeyed C anotlier asserts that l.he jvtiard at f,lie llesideiv'y door 
fired withont urcloj's, killing;; six- oi’ nine of the niutiiieei’s.'’ Tlie Mullah, 
s])ealdng [roin hearsay, told Heolt that alter the troops liad lieeii a 
little w'fiile in tlio eojnjniiind, the ICnvoy <‘aine old, ii{ion Ihe roof and 
called down to them, demanding what tliey liad emiie for. A spokes- 
man cried hack that the regimenhs wa.u1,i'd tlu'ir arriao's of pay, and 
looked to him for them, (lavagnari ausvv('red hrielly f,iiii,t he eonld 
not interforo between the Amir and his troops ; sslierenpoii (,he 
soldiers, maddened witli disa]»puintinent, pi'essed ho (iereidy agaiiisf, 
the house that the rloor hurst open, and the guard uil.hin lired in 
self-dofence.* 

It is .MO proliable that .speeeli did pass lietu-een (he ringleader.s of 
Ihe fcroofjs and the Knvoy, that this .sl.ory niigld he a.eeepli'd, hid, for 
till' difficuKy of helieving that, al, a momeni, when (he lives of all (,hose 
who had followed him to Ka,l)idwei’e liangingoii lii.s an.su ei', ( 'avagniiri, 
with Lord Lytton's oll'er of (Kienaiary aid (,o (,lu' Amir in lii.s potisession, 
.should have given a jK)int-blank refu.sal to the .soldieiw' denitiiids ; 
yet pride and di,s<hi,Iu of le.sser men were sneh nun'keil fealaires of hi.s 
cluira,c(ier that they may have l.riumplied over jirudimee and (lie seiiso 
of re.spon.siliilil.y, and betrayed liini iid,o words whieh were (.h(‘ death • 
warrant of the Mission. 

Whatever hapjiened lo e.hange for th<' worses tim tem|ier of thi' 
troops, thi,s is cerl^ain, that, yelling furion.sly, they hnr.st out ol' the 
comfiound in .search of arm.s. Some, ran (n (,heir CiUnjs oul.siile (ho 
city to fetch their rille.s, otliera broke into tho Arsenal, elose ai, hand, 
to supply thenrselvivs with ammunition, il'lie re.spite (,1 hih all'orded 

1 Sco Sepoy RiwhiiI’h Stalemimt, Ibid, p. (id ; also llie .same SepevV 
examination, p. 121. 

2 Sec Taimur’s Slatcmenla, Ibid. pj). 94, DC ; also KusHiil’a, p. 121, 

^ J Another witnoss testhioB to Oavagmiri’s having addressed pm ImojiH, Imt 

(IbM PV if *b<y would dcHint. 
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Bu'iu iiHcd by ( !av;i,ifiiiu'i in prcpiU'ing for a sUibborn rosiHiance. 
A really MieeeHsfiil tlefeiua' \va.s out of the (pioHliion, for ike house', 
eoiniiiaiuied oo the Soiiili ley t.lie fori, on ike Roi'ik and Wesi by 
li(iiiw('H higher Iban dse'lf, w'itb n wieep fall in Ibe Kabul River on t,k(! 
lOasi, wiiM, ill Sir Cliaiies Maegri'gor’rt I'lupkaiic word«, “ a regular rab- 
(I'aj) ” ; ' lini ibe longi'r l.he besieged eoiiid hold oui, ibe more edianco 
svoidd there be ul tlu' Amir’n taking stejia to pacify or overawe tko 
mutinous regimenlK. So the nu'n of the e.scort were withdrawn from 
their (|uarier,s into the main building, t'avagnari him, self kelping to 
euii .slits for th(‘ rilh's in th(> pai'upet of the roof. 

'I’ke Holdii'i's who had forced their way into the fort .soon began 
firing on Ihe lloHideiuy, and Cavngnari i.s .said io have fired the first 
.shot in rt'ply, which killed a man standing in the doorway of tho 
Ai.si'iitil. 'fhen the troops that liinl gone back to camp, reinforced by 
three other corps, and all llii' Neiim of the city, arnu'd with .sw'ords 
luul kiiive.s, eiuiie (.treaining into (be Mala llmsar, and took cover, from 
whieli tliey so liaras.sed l.lu' defiuiderH of the Ri'sidency that, about 
ulue o'elook, Cuvagnari, >l(‘nkyn.s, Hamilton, and Kelly, followed by 
tvrenl.ydive men of the e.seort, elmrged out and drovi' them olT tho 
Ai'glmtvs," ueeordiug (o an eye-witness, “ vunuing like sheep before 
a wolf." 'fbis eliai'ge was followed by tliree otber.s — the fir.st led by 
all Hie lilui' 0 |)eunH e.xeept ('avagna.rj, tho second by Hamilton and 
d(ink,vnM, (he (.bird by a Sikh Jemadar.'* 

About mid-'day (liivaguai'i was wouruled in the head by a rifle 
bullet, and, ai>paretii.ly by bis orders, Jenkyns despatched a lettor 
lo (he Amir lusking for inskaut help, which (Ihulani Nabbi, a lusideut 


I “ We rode moftdy all llirougU tlio Bala lliHaar and (hon to Cavagiuwi’s 
lioimc, wliii'li in a poor iilaec and a regular riildrap, rlosoly surrounded by hoiiaca, 
and enmjilelcly loolted in1o by tlw u})j«« hill-” (Lijp of iS’ir O', Mtu'^rfgar, Vol. If. 
)). bU.) 

“ Mepoailiim of RcHHuidar-Major Nalishband Kh.an, Sirdar JBahadar. 
Ajijliaimkiii (1H.M0), IVn. I, (a HIk 
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in Kaluil vvlio had oikm; sorved in l/lin (Jiiidca, HuctU'ctlcd in (Icliva-rin/.f,’ 
Noon iifk'i'wtii'dH a liocond IctLcr was snul, hy a. Hindu, lud. he was 
killed on cnw'i'ging from tlio Rc.sidotu'y. 

About 2 p.in. gnus wt>ro lu'ougld to boar on ll'o Ilcsidi'iU'y, and al 
the sanu> tiiiii' Ijwhhu's worn rt'a.rod aojiiusL il.s walls, iip nliirli llin 
troops iswfu'iiu'd on to Hi*' roof. Its dofoiidors I'lislind down Hin slair- 
ca.so with the Afglums at tlinir hools, (o iiiul the iutnrior of tlu' building 
ali'ondy in the hands of ounniios who had oropt in through a hole in 
tho wall. A fow seconds la.ter, tin- liouso wins in a bhr/o, lii'od, sonir 
aecoiuils say, by the mob, otliors, by the siirvivoi'S of tlu' , garrison 
to covci' their ivtivat to tho llaininaiu (hath-hoiisn). 'I'ho uoodou 
.supports on wliich tiu' lioii.so roslod S()on lairnt through, and llio 
walls toll, bvwying mulor su\nkLiv« vuhw all tlvo dead and woiuulod 
among thorn Cavagnari, A litlh' lator, tho door of t.lio Itanumun was 
blown in and tho men in.sklo, lieadoil hy llainiltoii and .lonhyiiH, 
niRhod out to moot tho ontoring orovrd, and dioil, ligiil.ing hi'a,vi*ly to 
tlie last. Kelly is holiovod to hann porished in Ibo Uesidoiicy, 
and Olio accounts say.s that ho was not killod till tlio following 
morning. 

Tim attack on tlio Mnil)aH,sy, winch la‘ga.n at. eiglit o'clock in the 
morning, came to an end, ,so fa.!- as re,siHta,nee wont, abonl, four in 
tlie afternoon, tliongh single .shots worn lioard as la.to as seven in the 
evening. Acooiirits differ as to what was going on in the ivroeiuotH uf 
th(' Palace dni’ing those seven hours, but all agree a.s to theii' luning 
boon tho fioeno of terror, confusion, and indoeision. |for the oativ 
part of the day, tiio atoiy of Mr. Scof.t’a informant is luay sinijdo and 
graphic. Jt tolls how, alarmed hy the noisi; of liring and tiio sight of 


1 Nakfihband Khan, AUal-ud-l>in, twothor of Jhjdsluih Klam, Athnr Hlmli, 
one of the Woopers who Inwl gone mil, with Iho graSH-outlors, iind ihnuihon’s 
syce misotn attrihuio tho letter to Clavagiuiri, Imt one and all Hpoki* from lioiiiv 
say (nad, pp. 8t, 87, 7f)), whoieaH Troopni' Tainuir and Poariiildnr Kahaw-mi- 
.l)m say poaitivoly that it was written iind a«u(. by Joiikyiw (Ibid, pp. !)4 pf,, yn). 
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all (Ro of (li<‘ Uiwu uisliiiifi; (.uwai'tlh (Re Hala Hiasar, lie want 

t)u(i iiiR> (lie aii'ei'l. to hot' wiin(; wiw wrong, amt liow lu' received a 
mewage liidding liiiii hurry t,o (Rc inouqiie near the I7ilii,ce. There ho 
found W'veral of (he oldest, Mullah, s and Syud.s, and, after a lia.sLy 
aon,4uI(,a(ion, i(, iva.s decided (,o urge |,li(' Amir Lo go lo the hclj) of Im 
gue.st.s, 'I'liey foumi him out.side tho Palace, looking towardH the 
Ih'sideucy, crying and tearing hiu hair aiul clotlicH, many high oilicials 
around Idm, and, clo,s(' at liand, tlin'o coinjiardi'.s of a,r(,illcry Htanding 
(,o (Reir guns, d’lic la-ad Mullah went up to Juni, and, planting to tlio 
lighting, .said Are you crying here, and your giu'sts being nuir- 
(h'l'i'd '( " " My Kisiuel, is had, wliat ean 1 do '( ” asked 1/he Amir. 

“ Order ymir artillery to liro," anawen-d the Midlaii. “ What luso 1 
they an- lliou, sands and will cat ns all up." “ 'I'hcn go and dh- rathoj- 
than disgrace Islam," cried the Mullah ; hut YakLil) only wi-pt and 
tori- at his luiirand clot, lies. 'Phen (,lic Mullahs turned to Daiul Shah, 
and id’lcra little the ('ommandcr-in-Ohief jnmm(,cd his liorse and tried 
to foico his way to tlio I’c.sulency. h’rmu where the Amir and the 
MnlJalis .stood, tlii-y saw him pass throngli tins .sl.ragglei's on the edge 
of (lie tumnli- Ha.w tfie crowd tnrn upon. him- ,sa,whiinilraw his sword, 
and, a moment later, fall from his liorsc \iuder a, shower of stones. 
" 'riu-n \'idud>, covering his face with Ids Imnds and crying, wadke-d 
into the Palace," and Iho Midlahs w'cnt away "to ]n’ay.'’ "The. 
noise at (lud time wars awful," so the Mullah cndml his story tho 
Uesideney was Inddeu in du,st and smoke. Rlvery now and again a 
cauntm roared and tho mu.sketry lire was incessant, i know no more 
till the mol) began to (look hack l.hrouglt the strei-ts, crying that all 
this Kafirs ivore di-ad. dReti J knew the lilnglish -vvonld conic to 
Kahul.” 

One witness-— Alkd-ud- Din, hrotlior of Padshah. .Kham'-saya that 
Yakub Khan was anxiouK at one tinio to go himself to the help of 
tho Mission, hut that Mullah Klmh Mahoinod and iho Mustanfi 
ro, strained him, fearing that tho orowd would treat him as they had 
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ti'caU’cl Daud Mludid Tliis was pml»!i.l(ly afl.c'i' Mk' (il .(('iikyiiM m 

lol/toi', aoroHH wliich tlu' Aiuii' in saicl in liava \\'i‘iii('ii : II (aid uill 

1 am making all ai'i'iiiiigoiK'ni ” ; (■(>l•(ai^ly, jiiHl/ lii'lorr Mio ItcNidi'tu'v 
was soon to Ijo on firo, ho did staul oni lilu' hi'ii‘ a|>|ianMi(,, a hoy ol 
fight, with Ids tutor, bearing tin* Koran, his grandh'd lii'i', ^ aliiya 
Khan, Hahibnlla Khan, hadsltah Khan, aiiid oi.hoi' fdirdais, (lO (.ry 
to tarn (ho j)iutinoL‘r,s from tlieii' bloody work ; bnlr l,o no piii'iiow'. 
Tho Koran was snatohod from tho tutor’s hands, (lio voices ol I ho 
chicks were drowned in tho yells of num, llu' ratth' of iniiiikctry, I he 
crash of falling walls; ;uid (he k'rrilietl arinbassadoi'M (nrned back 
dLscoinlitod." It is inij)robiible, however, that anylhitig the Amir 
could liave done would have made a dill'erems' in the I'al'O of (ho 
Mission. In tho c|uarter of an hour chiring which the (.roo|is were 
away arming thom.selve.s, he niiglit, luu'liajis, liavt' made an alilonpd' 
to save tho four hlnropeaus, but the tiuu> was far tioo i-hoih to iilhm 
of withdraudug tho men of the escoi’t and the many sei'vinds and 
camp-followers into such iirotecition a.s the Palace could alTord ; and 
Cavagiiai'i, Jonhyns, Hamilton, and Kelly weiu not men l.o accept 
tho chance of safety for tliemscdve.s alone. Latei', with hedf (he 
]roo])le of tho town and nearly all tho treojis taking park in i,lie alhaek 
on the Jiosklency, there was no force that ho eoidd have sent (.o i(s 
relief, and to have ordered tho giinnora to lire on tho c-normons enm d» 
of armed men surrounding ih—supposing tlieni to have oheyed- 
would only have involved him aird all Ida [jeO|»le in the. tragedy witieli 
was boiiig enacted before his eye.s~a .saeriliee which miglit liave 
preserved the honour of Islam, hut could mdi have saved the lives 
of his guests. 

The Mission had been five wc'ck.s and six days in Kahul when 
the end came, and yiicvo AlPs warning that, even in his ('apitul, no 
Amir of Afghanistan could safeguard tiio lives uf Hdtish Oflteer.s 
had fulfilled itself with startling spoed. Not faster, howevcir, than 

1 Sec Afyfmiistm (1880), No. 1, p. 87 


“ Ihul. 
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riii‘('w-(>n, for l.o Llirow men, wIiDw; presciuio 
cvi'i' l»(' In I'hn iiai.idiiiil Hi'iiliiitu'iil), into a Hniui-biii'!)ai'ous 

rniiuh v, 111" nnmiiinl nih'f of which was iiu|)o|Ui]ai' with his pcnplo 
ai)(l uithniil, any aul.hia-ity "v<a' hia t.roopM, was to condemn tlioni 
to an early death. I’rndenen ahould havo delayed tho departuro of 
('ava),;nari from India tilt Yakuh Khan, Heeiirely seated on Iuh throne, 
could havo ollered him, at h'aKt, (ho ordinary amount of protection 
which an Afj;'han prince can afford to foroignerH. Inijiationt to I'oap 
the mosl, oovotod of tho fruits of tho war, Kurd lytton deMj)atched 
(lavagnai'i in hasto to KuftuI to adtl U> tins Amir’s difficulticM and 
provoke his own tiugio fate. 



OHAl'TlOK V 


Preparations for a British Ofoiifiatioii of Kabul 

Tiik Hitnlti ftoasori wiw an uuiiHiuilly l)iiHy jual licilliimt oiic Uiii.t yi'iir, 
and noitlior the. higlinr niilitai'y o(Iici;ils, alwni'lK'd in thn vvoi'k nl 
ilio ConnniHHion of iiuiuiiy intu Mio dnri'ftH in (kn ailminisl^rntinn 
of the ai-ruy a'lnnialod liy the lat(' ()ain])iii,u;n, noi' l-ki' rrnwdw nl' yniiiiK'ni' 
men who had (lonkod up to tlio liillH to enjoy tlioinHcl\'('M and r(M)r'iiii 
after the hai'dahij)?! and fatiync'M of tiic win', f^avo luni'o tlinn a piiaaing 
thought to thc’pOHition and j)t'os(i()(!tiS of tin' MiHaion, on n'lioHo aafnly 
dopondod the nuiinti'uanco of tlio [)('ac'(' ov('r wliicb all mn't' I'cjoiiang. 
tSucli ncwM of it as l■oaolu^d the gonend puklic wiu-i good. ( 'liohu'a 
iiad pasHod it hy, tlio Atnir was friendly, and soon (lawagiiai'i would 
ho bringing him to India, to strongthon Iiis sonsi^ of tho vidiu' of tlu' 
alliance that had boon forced ujiou him, by tho contra.Ht hotwocn 
his own poverty and iinpotonoc, and tho wcaltii and strength of 
the British Chn'erninent. If Lord Lytton a,.ud the Mend»(U's of his 
Council, pondering over tlie Envoy's Diaries, had misgivdngM, lluw 
kept them to thoinsolvcs, and, on tho wliolo, were eoutieut i.o lielievo 
that Cavagnari’s tolcgraniB, from ndiicii tlio ivords “ all well ” were 
seldom absent, referred to inoro than tho health of hiuiself and Ids 
coinpanions. 

It was thoroforo into a society vmpropart'd for evil tiilings lha,(, 
the news of the attack on the British Itcaideucy fell like a t.liundel'lmlt. 
To the Govornment, it came very early on tho tuoruiug of i.lie 5ih of 
September, in the following telegram from Oonolly to Sir K. Itoborts 

40 
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"A uiati \Hu) Miiyf. Im ih in Sir Lotus ( 'uviijfiiari’s sorviou, has 
iU'i'ivM'd in ho(/ Imsin I'rnm Kahnl, iuul Kolnnmly siatos ihat yesterday 
nionun<r fhtt I’t'sidtMiey wtis attiie-ked by tlirt'o roginiouts who iiad 
iiuitinied for (Leir iiay, ib<^y having guns and being joined by a portion 
ol six otlnir rtiginuint.s. 'I'lin ICmltassy and osoort woro doL'eiiding 
tlieniHt'lves wluMi lie left Kabul tiltout noon yeatorday. ] bopo to 
jt'ci'ivtt iurtlior nows.” ' 

Roberts linrried wilb llie idarining niessiigo to the Vieoroy, wlio 
iniint'diatt'ly summoned his (Vtumul to consider with liiiu tUo steps 
(h;it would HOW' havo (.0 b(t taken. As tlio t(‘l(?gram left a loophole 
for hopt' thaii tlm mendtors of the Kmhussy tnight still bo living, 
it was (It'cided to ke('[) the htid nows s(>cn»l foj' the jtrest'nL, and to 
order Brigttdier-dent'ml Dimham Maasy, tlm senior oliicer in the 
Kiiram, ii> hold tu'o Moiinlain liattcries, .a Ktjtiadron of Oavalry, a 
eom[)iiny of Ntippt'i's and Rlincrs, titul tliree tlioiiHiiud Infantry, half 
of whom wi'i'tt to ht' I'lnropnan troops, in viMidiness for a rush on Kabul 
sbonld Mk' next iwnvs give grtmnds for belitwing that relief might 
still bit possible. A(, I be .same time an idternativc' plan of a far 
more invUmsivt' ebaraeder, hast'd on the. assnmption that tho Btnbasay 
btid ei'iised to exist, and that a ptinil.ivo, not a rt'Hof, expedition 
must be orgiuii'/.ed, was auxiotisly disetisscd, and fletierol Roberts 
nominaletl l,o i(s comitiand.’' 

All tbrongb ihitl day tho ft'W men who shared tho sad accrot 
worked Ittirtl a( prtifiaraiions tor one or the otlit'r conrso of aotion ; 
mid Iteforo night they knew wbieb it wtis to bo, for at ditmei' tho 
Viceroy roetavt'cl a stteond tttlegram from Lonolly, leportmg that two 
letters Ittid arrivetl from tho Amir which loft “ no hope as to tho fato 
of Embassy tind tweort." ’ 

'i’bo blow wits the lyonst which could have befalloii Lord Lytton, 
but the desire (it» keep tho general public a little longer in ignorance 


t Af^jhatiisUtn (1880), No. 1, p. 4.% 


3 Ibid. p. 37. 


•* Ibid, p. 43 , 
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lu'lped him (lO coucfNil liis (.liK(..r('M.s ; jiiiil, l»y Inn \\isli, hiidy l-yllnii. 
acponiiiauit'd by two gnosis, who luid no inkling ol (lio load ol aiiMoly 
weighing on. thoii' lioskoss, atlondcsl a )>oi'lovini\i\oo ivi du' (hoidu' gol' 
11 )) by his aidos-(l(‘-('iiin|). Win' rokni'iii'd iioinn lo lind Ib.d', in bov 
absouce, ( 'onolly liad iolognijilK-d an opilomo of tibi' ,'\inii' s Iwo IoIIoi'm 
— the lii'sl., dated Moptioinbi'i' the .‘h'd, K a..in., tlio si'oond, Sopti'inboi' llio 
4t,h.‘ With tlio loss of Ilio hist glimmer of liope, all need for eon 
eoalmmit had vanished, and nevt morning tin' ollieers who vvi'i'i' to 
aeeompany Kir R. Roberts, reci'ivod orders lo be ready lo slarl lhat 
iiflorrioon for tlie Kuram and Kabul. 'I'he news ol I he massaeri' ol 
the Embassy, passing from month to month, ipiiekly plnngi'd Simla 
into gloom, wdiilst oins telegram carried the fatal int.elligenee (o (,hn 
Souretary of State for India and the Britisli people, and anoUn'i’ 
warned Sir Donald Stowarl to reeall the trt)o))s that liad started for 
India, and to stand fast at Kandahar. 

That same day, Ri'igadier-deueral Dnnliam Massy nas direeled 
by the Uommaiidor-iii'Cluef to oei'Ujty the Shuliu'gardau \uth fi 
Mountain IlatLory, the bill (lurkhas, 2;ir<l I'ioneei's, and a, company 
of Saispons and iVl,inoi'H ; and Clonolly was instruciicil to inform thn 
Amir that a British I'Wrce, under (Icimral Sir R, Robert, s, would soon 
bo on its way to his assistance, «/« that iiass, and to reipiest him 
to do all in his power to facilitii.l.e its iidvanee, 

Dunham Massy at onoo began carrying out liis orders, and t 'onolly 

i “Wo were a smiill parly I lie UHViiotls, ljuly Anne Kerr and I'ulunet 
Stamfiold — no A. !>.('. S, and Kir Mioluiel Kcnaeily Itai only gn("i|. Hat he 
and tlio Olliers knew iiotSiing of what was gning on, so we lust (o keep u)i iippetU'- 
aacios even wliou (ho look whie.lv (lassod over his Mwelleney'!) fai"i5 wlwa he 
read the toiograni told us pretty well lluit there WHS hide hojic left. . . , Nothiug 
was lo bo known as yot, so bady fwldin wont lo the Ihealre wilti Mrs. Hiirueit 
and Sir Aahloy (Edon). ... 1 hoard no niore mitil this niorning, when a letter 
oaine from Lady L, telling mo it was all true ; wIk'ji she was euming home 
last night »ho mot Z. ; lie pass®.l without a look or word or Imvv, and sUo knew 
woree nows had come. She got up to Lord 1.. and found it was a loiter Irem 
tho Amir.” (Lettor from Lady Colley to Ivor liitHhatul, dated Hciii ember tllh, 
1870. Soo Life, of tSir 0. Oollei/, pp, 230, 240.) 
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r'oiiinuiiiicnl.cd bolP vs'illi I lio Ainlr aiid w'illi l.ltc (lliil/.ai Odd', I’adsliah 
ls.han, dcsirinti iilu' laUcr i.o ('((dk' Idaiw'll' lo ilu' Slnif.ai'gai'daii or 
III Hi'iid Ilia lirolJicr Allal-iid-Diii (H' Ida imdu, Sii'lcai. (.0 

aa’raii,jj;i' I'oi' tlio aal'ii |)aasajj;(‘ of Briliali convoy, s ilii’oiifrh (,'liilzai 
l,cri'i(oiy,' 

Sit' P. Ilolicri.s, acconipiinicd liy (lolonci lUacffrcfroi', Lite OhJcl' 
of Ilia SltilT, arrived at, Ali Kliol on l.lic. 12l.h of Scjticinbt'r f,o lind ilie 
Slud,;irj'ardan o('oii|)icd liy a forco niulcr bias conninind of Lioiibotiani- 
(lolond A. A. Ciirrit', the l‘ionccr,s cnbrcndiin;' (,lin piwil.ion taken up, 
and I, lie iSappi'r.a and Minora iniprovin,!; tint rough a,nd .stcc]) tiaccnt 
to tJio iSirkiti Kotal. Tlio force at Ida dispostil for tlict advance on 
KalmJ nuinitcred oidy ,si\ (,lionaand live Inindred men of all T'a,nkH — 
tli(! line of cotninunittat.ion hotweeu the iSImtargarrhin and Thai wins 
to Ite held hy four thomsand Iroopa under (tenoral 4 '. 10 , (forilon — 
yet, inoderjrle a.s went ids jiroportioii.s, tho (pteution of how to orjtiip 
it, with tlu' neeeH,siiry triin.sport was a dilliciilt one to tm.swer. Very 
tew of th(> heti.st.H of draiiglit and Inirdtsi wtlletded for iiso in the late 
(iiuiipidgri had survived ids rigonr.s, and most of thosi! survivors liad 
distippefirerl or heen disporaed ovew the district in soartih of grazing 
gronuds ; m hilst tlie transport organization — never much to boast 
of- had (teen broken np.“ I'o meet l,lu« latter difficulty, tho (lovorn- 
itietd, of Indiii ert'ated ti runv olHoe -tluit of OontrolIor-( tenoral of 
Sniiply and d’ranMijoi't and ajrpoiutcd as ids head Lioutenant-dfenc.ml 
Hir Micdmel Kennedy, It.M., who, during tho recent faiidnc, had 
given proof of grea,t a,(ltiiinistrativo ability. As ho was to bo sokJy 
ri'SponHible for the supply of (sunmissariat, and regiTnental transport 
to (he cohimn.s deta.ihd for active .scrvi (!0 in tho Khybnr and tho 
l\uraui,‘‘ Kennedy was invo.Ht(3d with spodal powons for tho expeditious 

1 Afyhnitiftfmi (IHHO), No. 1, p. ‘ttS. 

a Mdimirmlim on the 'Hnpfly awl Timsiiort Ammgemuntu daring JH79~8U, 
{). I, l>y iSii* M. Kcj)nofly. 

'I'hc .Supply and Transport of tlw Kanclalmr troops was traMforred, to 
tltu Bombay (iov(fl'timcnt.— -11. B. fl. 
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coiuliicL uf IjIio hiisincss of fiis tlcpiii'l/iiicJil', (liniij.',li nljill midrc 

tlu! Civil (Jovoi'tinu'iili, \v:ih iuiUinnV.cil lo (‘unmiiniiciil*' dii-ccl, '\iili 
(iui Coiniuiiiidor-iii-C'lucf. tnuusiiorfc, ouce liaiidi'tl on'vi' lu llin 

CDi'pn tt) wliicli it wiiH suwigiu'd, wmh U» lioc.onm ii imrl, ol' ilM n'^i- 
iiioiital c(|uipmc’nt, iiiid tlii) ivMponsihililry loi' it. l.(i I'l'.sl thiMic.i'lorWin’d 
eiitiroly \\’itli tho coiiiniiuidiiig ollka'i'd d'liin wiiM l)idi jiii (wlfii.sidii 
of tho Hywti'iu iu vogtio in tli(‘ I’liiijab l<'r(iiiti('r I'’om'o, thank.s i.d which 
thc! tvoopH Gotupasiug that body IiimI been in a. lit atid.n tn lake (lin 
li('ld at tlio beginning td tlic war, Ibit tlu> liesl. <>1 ayaieiim, cvntv 
witli a cap)il)lc) and enci'getic man to administer it, t.alvC.M l.imo t.o 
get into woi'king order, a.nd, iti Sir iMie.liaer.M nun words, of “time 
thf'i'e ^vaN none to spare'”; iuid a.s tim ;udilinril.i('n, iniiii.firy and 
politieal, '‘had been ea.iiglit in a stab' of iinreaeliruwe, t'vi'rytliing 
iuid to be, improvisc'd,” - Uul'ortnnaledy tins ineprnvising ineliideel 
the deamding ol' tlie i‘eslia,w'ar Valley Ideld b’dreo eh’ all its avuilalilo 
transport —ii kw.s wldeli se'rioiisly eripplod its aetivity, tthilwt llm 
gain to tiu! Kui’a.ni Id'eld li’orco was so iusullieient for its needs l.liat 
tho 8rd (Siklis, a, frontaVr regiment always well i'(|uipped, liml i.o give' 
uj) ninety e)f its catnels, tim itth Leniocrs .sixty emt ed a tetta.i eif e'iglii.y,' 
aird thc 14th hemgal banejors marched from Knraiti een lool,, t.he 
lioj'ses carrying five days’ seijiplms for the'nme'lveH aiiel tlie'ir riders,'' 
Evoti wdth tlieso ccealomie's, transport wa,s se) seaiir’e' tliid. jVhu'gre'gor 
lead to issue emleu's to senid ejn I'.vcry heiast, heiwe've'i' sie'k anel fee'iile>, 
tliat “was able; tee takes ilm rewid ” be'esiurse tile* army ” ejemki not 
all'ord to lose even thc servie-es ed a lireeke-u-eleiwu Imlloelv,” *' 

Whilst Colonci Mnogregor was wrestling with tiiis iuilud elill'ieully, 

1 Alglumiataii (1880), No. I, p. 3,S. 

2 Sir M. Ktsuneefy’s ISuj'isly anel 'IVmispurt ftepuii, p. '3. 

■' Viceroy’s Bospateli to deisre'Ury ejf dlato, elated de'iiltimiie'r tfi, 1H7!). 
Ajghmmtan (1880), Mo. I, p. 37. 

•* Life and Oyinmia e/ ,%■ VhnrICK Ufacynigof, Vert. 11. pp. Hi, L14. 

" To Kabul ivUh the Cavalry Briyatk, p. 3, by Meijur Mitfocel 

" Life avd Opinions of Sir Charles Macyregor, Vol. ih p. 110. 
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and P>rigadi(ii'~( li'tK'i'al J. D. H.ikor, on whom had dovolvod the 
conmiand of (,hc M\|»(‘di(i<mai'y li’orco’s van^iianl, now loiiiforced by 
(Jio 7tJn<l i 1 ij^ldandni’H, nun pi'np.iring Lfio ifnid ov(a' Llin Nludargardan 
foi' du' of ai'( illfry,' dir K. I’obcfis li'ymg whatr diplinmwy 

could do lo divcsl, (In' advance on Ivabiil of Home of ihs dangcra. 
Well mvai(' t.hat; the newa of l.lic diMl.uibancca ai Kabul laid gi'eatly 
cxci(('d l,lii> li'iljC'^, and luairing nnnouvM —which api)afonl/!y be was 
ncvt'i' able la) \('iify ’ lus io lel.t(‘r.‘t from (lie Amir calling upon them 
to o[)i)oM(‘ the invade)', s, ho Minnmonod the leading inon of tbo neigh- 
bouring di.strielh to Ali Kliel, and, by promiscM of liijoral payment 
for alt Hi'cvici's remh'red to the I'Kpedition, enlistod, ho ho hoiiod, 
tiu'ij' ini ere, 'll, M, if not tlieir sympalhios, on his Hide. With tiie (IhilscaiH 
he came lo an iiridei'Htanding Ihrongh Allal-inl-l)iu, who, on the 
I fill of Soplemher, ari'ivoil imespeelcdly on (lie dhutargardmi, and 
willi him Nan ah dir (Ihuimn llaasan Kiian. 

d'here had h(>en mucit anKiel.y in diinla as to t!io aafoi.y of thin 
iliHtinguiiilied Indian diplomatiat. It was known Hint ho had k'ft 
Kandahar for Kahtil, wtiere lie was to join Favagna.ri, on the 18th of 
Augimt, and i(i was feari'd that ho might Imvo I'alloii into the handn 
ot tile umliiieerH. 'I'he four wjih not gronndloHH ; at ono ])oint he 
had had dillienity in aa-oiding a Kalml regiment inarching down 
the road, and at (liuwni he had heen ao alarnied by the aspoot of 
all'airH tlial, he had left (!«' main road anti coutimied his jonrnoy by 

I “ While holding the )iihh, (wo di(Tieul(ii>H wore offorod to lln* OommiHsiiriat, 
one hehig (he wiilei'-Hupply, and Uk' ofher, foragii for (lattle, widoh eould only 
ho ohlaincd in tho amallcst ipian1,iti('.H ami at o.'mrbitiuit ratea. 'llie luuiciH 
uf the bidlery olUaiuod littlo forage beyond lli() daily immo of gndn. They 
pei'fiifdently iieiglicd and wlntmicd at night in (loufiequonce, inul, in spife of 
the cold, ato up their own or their coniriideH' hlankela, and oven the hair on 
each o(hoi'’H piiln.'’ {Hirulhelltiiiii of the Kalnil thimjnign, ld7t) atid 18S0, by 
Dr. ,1. Duke, p. 108 ) 

a “ (IhilvaiH report tUal Amir haa ealled upon (thoin) to atop nil roiidw leading 
from (hirt (owiU'dH Kabul I am trying (o get one of tho AmirV letlors to tliia 
olleot.” ('IVlcgrain from Cleneral lloberts, A [ghumtitan flSSO), No. I, p. 55.) 



46 


THE SECOND Al'GIIAN WAU 


a cojiipnral-u^ely tinfrcqueuLod path. Two min'i'h{',s Ti'diii (In' i'n])ilal 
ho had Iteai'cl of tlio ina.snaoi'o, and waa jtwl l)('ij;iniiiiif« |,o fool ils oIToo|„'-a 
in the liostile attitiido of tin' poopic, wlion ho wan joinod liy iSirdar 
Allal-iid-Din, vviioin iho Amir had sent lo mool, him. and nndor \dn).ao 
pi'oioction, avoidins;; Kabul, ho arrivi'd aah'ly al tho inilposls of |lio 
Bi'itlsli army on tho Shntaviianlan. 11 (M'o A!lal-ud-l )in ]in>))OM‘d 
to turn hack, ))nt (ilinhini lla.swui Khan suoooodi'd in porsiiadin,o 
“him to coiiK' on and .aoo wliat (h'lK'ivd IJohoi'lM riapiirod of 
him." ' 

Tho roHult of tho ni('c‘tinff hotwoon (ho Ih'iliHh ( 'oininandor and 
tho (ihily.ai chiof was an agroinmnd, by \\l>ifb Allal ud-Oin plodiyd 
himsolf 1,0 h('o|i hia p('oph' (piiot and to provide tin ninoh an lio ooiild 
in till' way of tranaport and finpplio.s', and Itohoi'l.s niidoi'look to p.ay 
him two thoiasand riqxr.s inoidhly dnrino the oonlinuanoo of (ho 
campaign, and (x) oiyo liim a invKcnt of (.liri'o tlioiisand in addilion 
all KupplioK, of coni'KO, to bo. iiaudnomcly paid for.' 

Not oontc'nt with taldiig ntopH to .soonro l.ho good will of tin' <'hiofn 
and lu’admon of tho emini.ry, Sir liVodciick b'obeiia did hiw ben(. 
to cnnciliato tho iioophi at largo by iHaning a. proolanial ion oalonhdod, 
.so ho hoped, (,o allay tho an,\i('i,y with which Ihi'y woia' widohiny; 
hi,s jnoYoineiitH. In it, afl.or .statiug that tho ob|oc(, of (ho o\poAliiion 
waa to take public rovongo on tho mnrdr'rorH of tho hhnbaMsy, and 
to .stioiigthou (.Ito authority of tlu' Amir so long as lu' used it lo inuinlaiu 
friendly relation, 4 with the British Cov('ramont, he as.sured all, ‘‘small 
and great," wlio had taken no par(, in tho al.taolv on tho Hi'>ud('no.v, 
that unlosM (hey o})])n,sod Iii.s ndva.uoo (hoy had nothing to fear from 
his force, and that full pi'kie, ami him would b(' jauil for all snpidiim 
and caniage brought into liis camp.’ 


J Afghaimtan (IhSO), No. 1, p. (ia. 

2 ‘‘1 think all Ihis hhiekaiail paying in very wroug ia. pdiieiple, Iml our 
force IS su small (hat it requiiw all huoIi help." {Liff <tmj Opiiiiiinn uj Hir (J. 
Margrego)-, Vol, Jf. ji, 107.) 

“ Aighanislan (18H0), No. I, p. 63. 
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of all lAiaao oll'oii.H to tTaiuiiiilli'/iC! tho country through 
which ItdhcrlH’c ti'oopH were about to paHH wan, for the moinctit, 
sal isi'acl ory ; chic'fs and luauliiK'n were profuse in thoii' proinises 
of aid, and llii' inhal)ifiantw of Kii,slu, w'liieli place was oeeupied by 
liaker on the 21th, seeiiual friendly; but the lane temper of the 
]ieopl(' at lar,"() soon lu'oln' tbroiijj;li the restraint wdiieh their leaders 
W'cre tryinj' to itn])os(' upon l.lnmi. On the 22ud of Sojitembor, a 
l('le,ii;raph-eoiistrnetion convoy, escorted by a non -commissioned 
ollieer and ten num. of the nth Ihinjab Infantry, was waylaid near 
tlve Hirki\i Kolal by a hvr>>;e Ixuly of Manj^als and OhiKais. d’lie non- 
eon\missioned oCliet'r and six of Ida men wes'C killed, also tvvc'nty- 
f(air linesmen and inuh'lei>rs. At the sanu' tiiiu' an attack was made 
on tlie blockhouse on tfie lop of the Kotal, and tliouf^h the garrison 
of (ifty num of the rdh I’unjal) Infantry, c.ommanded ly Lieutenant 
A. V\k M'Kiustry, held i(-s own, it was unable to be of any a,SHiHtimro 
(o (lie convoy. 'I'roops, bow('ver, were sent from the iShiitargardmi, 
but iiiey ari'ived on (be saame of tbe lighting to lind tliat Ou'. enemy 
had disapjieared, carrying oil' tbe convoy mules winch were never 
iveoxu'red,' 

'I’be sanu^ day a rumour nmebed Maker of an iuti'iicled attack 
ou his camp, and, though this }n'oved false, an attempt svas made 
upon Kfiratiga, a post on tiu' eastorn .sido of the Mirkai Kotal, and, 
far and nea.r, i-he attitudo of tlm trilawmen Inul heroine .so iinsatia- 
faetory ihat General 'l\ L. Gordon had good reason for feeling anxious 
aliout th(' line of oommunieatioua for Llio .safety of wliioli ho wa.s 
now responsible ; and when a telegnun from tlio PiKvar Kotal warned 
hint that tlmt iin|)oi'tant po,st was threatened, and he had hurried 
to (.lie spot, mul eontraotetl, as far as pcwsihlo, the. space cbvored 
fjy the camp, he. teh'grafihcd to Eo’l)ei'l..s asking to be allowed to detain 
tlm (i7tb h’oot, I’lio reijuest was rofa9e<l, and Gordon, in the end, 
liad to fa.ll liack ujion i.ho dangorous expedient of raising a levy from 

j RmilMtom of the Kabiit Oampaign, by T,)r. J, Duke, p. 110. 
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llie so-ciillccl foioudly triboa lo stipplouioia a, lorue, whose iniKh‘.(|uai\v 
in .shown by tlio following I, able : — 


TABLK HflOWINd 'I'ROOPS ON i.lNIO OR ( 'OMMI INK '/VI'loNS. 

Hi'iK.'KliiT-Ocncial 'I'. K (lunloii, ( 'ninmiitiiliM}', 

(Jm plain H. 0. Oi'iinl, UfiKaclo-Mtijor. 

Linulouanl 10. I{iin(’l, 1). A.Q.M. (l(Mii'i’al. 

Major A. 1*. Kalmar, AaMlslaul Hoad Omnmaniliiiil. 

Hrigadiei'-Owieral A. 'ryllcr, V.l'., 0. !>., ( '(iiiimainliiig in 
IjOvh‘ 1' Knra?ii. 

ATajor If. Jon('.‘), Hrifj:a(l('-M!i.j(ir. 

Ai.i Klim,. 

Half HaUoiy ('-‘1 Rroyiil Arlillnry. 
i2 Compaiiio.s 2 .Slli King’M Own. 

ZAiiAummiiT Ku.i.a. 

Util Bongal Infantry. 

1 Wing lilat' I’linjftb liifnnlry. 

IbiiiwAR Kotai.. 

4 Compank'n 2-Hlli King’n Own. 

KintAnr. 

Ifalf BalUiry (! <1 llnyal Arlillory. 

2 CranpanioH 2-Hlli Kiug’.M Own, 

Badrhu Kumt.. 

No. I Moiitilain Battory, 2 guiiH. 

I iSqnadron fat Bongal tOavalry. 

201.h rnnjal) Infant.iry. 


TjtAI., 

2 ISquadtoiw Jut Bongal CWalvy, 
29th Punjab Infantry. 


A'ppj'oxiiriate numbei'H 3,000 inon of all ranka aiul wight guite. 
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Kohnl, wluclv !\swl viIho i«Mm iliniiu'd of ircinps to focd lloborts’H 
foici', wan roiiiroK'i'd fi'oin iValiavvar. 

If Cl(',n<‘fal l!ol)t'rts w'/iH aiixioiiK Lo luako tlu' Afghan, s helieve, 
flial, l■h<) foi'ct' lie (‘oiuniaiidi'd was ('ni,i-i'ing .M'ghimiMdiu wi(,b ilio 
Aiiiii'.s coii.si'nl, and lor Ids pioLcchion, lio was still luoiv (ioucan'nod 
1,0 nialvo siiro dial, Yakul) Klia,ii rccogiii/a'd its friendly characler, 
and could im tin, sled (,o aeti as la'c.inK) oiu' who helievc'd thaL hLs 
intereuls wore hound u|i willi those ol the HritLsIi Goverinuont. 

Willi a vievr lo forming a h('(,ter judgment on this point ttuin 
uould h(> arrived at hy a,n inti'rehange of letters, ho hail wi'itten, 
tho day allor hi,s arrival at Ali Khel, asking tliat a, eonlidential ugoiifc 
might ho depnled lo eouvoi.so witli him and make him acquainted 
with till' Amii’.s ohjeets. In answer to tliis re(|uo,st tho Miistauli, 
llabilmlla Khan, and tho Wazir, Khali Malioiue-d Khan, arrived at 
Ali Khol, wlu're, on tlie- dilrd of iSe|)teiiihei', they laid their nuiHlei's 
views very frankly before tlu' British Oeneral, 

'I'lie MusLaud, speaking foi- liitnselt and Ins eolleagno, declared 
tluit I he Amir was ready to do whatever the Britisli Government 
wished, hilt that lie oould net conceal iVum Idaisolf tliat Ids people 
ryols as well as soldiers -were in fear of an iiidiaerinunate, rovengo. 
Reminded liy Roherts of tho tenor of his proelaniation, he answered 
tha,t tho Afghans were too iguoranl, to bo acted upon hy proclamations, 
and Rum went on lo urge Unit the advanoo ol tho British l''orce should 
ho delayed, mi ii.s to give tho Amir time to disarm the regular troops, 
raise, new lovii's on a much smallor scale, and himself piinisU tlie 
perpeti'ators of tlie late abominnhlu outrage. By asking for time 
in wliieh to estahlish his power, tho Amir did not mean to imply 
that an Afghan army, however strong, could resist tho British power j 
hut that tliat army was drawn, from all the Afghan tribes, and, if 
destroyc'd, tins whole country might rise and combine against the 
Brit,isli. and against liim who was already looked upon as mi infidel, 
because of tho way in which he had thrown in his bt with tho British 

4 
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Government. Tluiij.^.s might pei-lia))n go i'ig))t il' tlie mutinous troop.s 
kept togotlier and Jiuult! a Htand, luit in tlu' AniicVi opinion lltey 
were more likely to raiso i.lie country, and trust lor \ ictory to l.lio 
infci'rrui)ting of itolitn'ts’s eominunic.ations and (lie cutling oil of 
Ids , supplies ; under any oireiiin.stance.H tlic.se, \\'ould Ih' lia.ril lo coilccti 
and winter was ali'cswly not far olT. d'lie Amir’s ;id\'iri‘ (o di'ljiy 
the advance, wa.s tliat of a sinceis! friend .and l.lie iie.sl lu' eoidd give, 
hut if it was not taken, then l,ho Hritislt Army mu, si, lie strong ennngh 
to put down all o|p)osii,ion. 

HiobertiS in re-ply aeknowhulged that th(> Amir's luhiee was of 
great impoi'tancu and must h(i earefully considered, lait tile V'iecroy 
had, from tlm first, taken tlio (lossihilily of a gmerid rising inlo a,ccoimt 
and had provided against it. 'Pin' pimii.ivt* fois-e nas not llie only 
one with whicli the liisiiigents would liav<' lo ri'cl<on. 'lEe Ivimdaliar 
troops wore ahs'iidy in motion ; a tidrd for<-e wa.s collectiigi; al' I’cslia, > 
vvar ; and tlici several ai'inu's were, of siieli streugl,li timl' all Al'glumisliin 
coniljined could not .stand against tliem. 'I'lie Amii'’,s adviis' wa.s (lie 
advice of a friend, lait lie must remcmlier Rial, tlic liononr of (fu* 
EiigUsli Oovemnumt wa-s concerned, and tlia.t tlie Mngiisii people 
expected a Hritisli force to eutei' Kalnd and nu'tc out adeipuii.c 
punishment for tlie erinu' comnntted tluMC. Had tlie iMiiMtmdi 
anything furtlior to urge f 

Yes, there were otlier things which tlic Amir Imd liiddmi liiin 
mention. Tliere were, twenty-four regimmds of infiintry, six of 
cavalry, and fifty-six gvms in il’nrlve.stnn, where Ahdiir liidimnn 
and the sons of Azim Kluui wei'e waiting (Insr cimnee. Herat, too, 
was doubtful, and, if Abdur ftahman conltl ingratiate liimseif witii 
the people of Herat and f'nrkestan, tlio.se provinces would he per- 
manently .severed from the Afghan dominion.s. 'Po give tlic Amir 
time to gain over .Herat and iPiirkoHtan was annliier reason fur 
delaying the advance.' 

I A/i/lianMan (1880), Ho. 1, pp. |,08, iOl). 
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up.sluil, of Llid inU'i'vU'w wan Uiat. Roboi'la took two daya to 
coiisidi'i' (ho (U'friiUK'nls wuhiuittcil to liiiii, and tlu'ii informed dio 
A,o('hI.m dial- lliei'o could Ixi no delay- -lii.stly, bccaiiHO the Viceroy 
would be iircady dis(,rcH,s(‘d if any misl'orttmo Ixd'clJ tlic Amir for 
lack of Uiitihli nii|)[)oi'l,, and Hceondly, beeaii.se i.lio Ffliiglisli pi'ople 
would never be saliislietl (.ill a |{ritisli force had enb'n'il 'Kalml and 
j'eeoveied ( h(‘ bodies of the murdeii'd ollie(>rH and nica. Ifo trusted 
the Amir would b(' abk' to [)ro(,ee(i himself and maintain pe.a.co in 
his eapil.'d (.ill he should aiTive.' 

'I'hn .Vfgliaii Miidstc'is aeee|)(,ed the British. (Jouoi'arH (hxdsion as 
liiial, and having diseharg('d (.heir mi.ssion were in a hurry to return 
to (heir posl.s, l!olH^r(.s would fain have K(>pt one of them with liiin ; 
hut, when they poiiderl out thal. (hey could ill ho .spai'od from Kabul, 
he dhl ludi press his wdsh, and oidy a.sked thal. .some' ti'imted servimt 
of die Aiidi''.s mighl. he sent (.0 liim without flolay, a.s a sign to the 
people (.hat (heie w'.a.s 110 distmion betvvemi the British and (dm Afghan 
( iovermueids. 

The .Ageuls, eviih'ul.ly afraiil that the British might, ho in Kalml 
hel'ori' tliem, would have lelt Ali Kliel that evening, hul,, yielding to 
Kohei't.s'.s ilesire (hat (.hey .shmdd .s|)eiid the night undi'f hi.s jire- 
(eelion, fiid. oil' l.iieii’ journey till the mwt moi'ning. d’hoy were 
nol. de,s(iiied, liowever, In rejoin dieii masi.er in Kabul, for, on the 
27 di of SejdmtdK'r, (.ho Amir arrived nnexpe<;tedly in Balcer’a oanip 
a(i Kiuslii. lie came, prntdieally, a fugitive, without tent.s or equipage 
of any kind, and ('.scoi'ted only liy tliree Inmdred sowars, two lumdml 
of wlioni rel.uriied at. omm to Kalad. ,ffo had fclirown in his lot defi- 
iul,ely with (he British, and could never hoiio to I'e-enter hi.s capital 
except, in thoir train, or to rcLain bis position excejd, with their constant 
support. 

» Ibid. p. HP, 'I’lu! nutfts of (hirt fraportiint interview were taken by 
Mr, U. M. Durand, detiend Hcboria’.s politienl Heitrelsuy,— H, B. fl, 
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Concentration oF l^xpcditionary l''ort'c al Zar'pin Shalu' '' 

VVincN Yaluil) Khan vvi'<s(j<\ In (Jnm'val I’kiIkm (,h, tlinl, iJin ciUaiil l•npl^t' 
in KiiJjiilhiul “ utl.i'i'ly fliiuiJiKCfl and hcnLcn ii[) " luM NInin, and (linl. 
he liimHolf vvaH “ ffi'natly diMti'anl.i'd,” and “ in tliatrcuM ami ('iiiiliiaiiin 
aa to what ho whoidd do,” lio Haul mi innr(' Ihim llin Iriilh.' Iliw 
authority, the only tin whioli /uaind toj^’otlmr the did'ci'ciif partH 
of Af'ghaiiiNtan, had j.)i'a(!ti<:ally poi'inliod with llii' lii'ilifih iMiH-iion, 
In Kabul llioro wort) no troops on whom lio ooiild roly to fiiippoi-l. 
it; ho was on had tonus with his (!nmmamloi’-in-( 'hiof ; (m had 
little oonficlonco in hia Miuistors ; lio kmnv thai. UH‘mb('i'i'v oi' his own 
lioLiao were intriguing against him ; a,nd, look whore ho uoiild, 
tliero seonicd no quarter from wtiich ho oonkl liop(< htr liidp. Ilulois 
of ])i'ovincoH worn beginning hrrcwoll.,'' or vvoro thomsols'os in danger. 
In the Zoinindawar his uuolo, iSirdar Mahomed Viisaf Khan, had 
shut himself up in a fort, and sent to luiudahar lor assiHla.nee.'' At 
Herat tho troo])s had killed his Jtiost trustc-d servunli, h'aliir Ahmed 
Khan, the real head of tho oivil an<l military adininistratioa ; ' and 
Ayub Khan, the titular head, whilst tlirowmf,>; tin' Irhuno of ilu' murder 
on him— -tlio Amir' — was runuturod to havo iu.stigatod tlm deed." 
And in tho midst of all this turmoil and oonfusion, hi‘ had to ih'eido 
between two courses of notion jxoithor of which outild promiso him 
security. Eithor ho must .sklc with tho Hritlsh (hjvmimrtit against 

» Afff/mikian (1880), No. I, p. -H. a fliid. p. 01. •' Ibid, p. rOt. 

•* Ibid, p, 73. r> thid. p. 7-h " Ibid, pp, 03, 04. 

* Sco, Sfratcigioal Map, No. I. 
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Ills <ir lid iiiiihIi si<l() ^^i<h liis (,r(io]).s iigiiioKL ilu> Bj'ili.sh 

( Idvi'i imu'iili, 

'riii'Ki is ltd piuor 111' ln\sii,a(iO(l iii'lwci'ii Ihi'sc coui'mc'h ; Ids 

li'llorH 111 Sir I'’, liiilii'i'l.s Mi'i-ii (•(iiisikIciiI. 111 Uioir pi'nlo.s.siiia.s of loyalty 
III ilio lirilisli Alli.uu'i', and no ('vidi'iico haw over liocn [iroiliaHid to 
coidiviii llio nimomi-. dial, sviiilal iitulovlnKinfr to do all in hia powor 
to h('l|i Mil’ Itrilihii advaiici', ho was incitiii/r (ho tiilioH l,o u[)poHo it. 

it i.s oorlaiii dial, both ooiiiw.h mii.st havo boon pi'o.SiSod upon 
liiiii; oortain that ho luiial, liavo had to ivoigli uiio againsi. iho otlior; 
corlain (ha(. Iio must lia,vo nmogni/.iid hou' much was to ho said against 
oaoli ; hou' littlo for oitlmr. If, romomhoring that hohind tho troops 
was dll' Al'glian poopio, Im thi’ow in hiw lot viil.li tho men vvdio laid 
lirought liim to (hi.s miwomhlo paaw, wind, giiarnutoo had iio that 
(hoy ivmdd aoooid. him a..s (Imir loador i Ynt, if Iio olocdial to wtaiicl 
liy Ida ally agaiiiwt his .sul»jivt.s, ooukl ho count upon that ally’s 
coui.immd ruh'lity to himsi'H' { So far tho Indian (lovorrimont had 
at'ooiilod his asaurmion that Im hail boon poworlosa to jirotoob (.iio 
Alihidmi ; hull hmv if, la, tor on, it Hluadd liwton to his priomios, mlio 
ivm'o ahoady saying (hat im ooiild iiavo savod it luul Im miHiiod to 
do so;' dint Ihiud Shah’s attompt to roach the Rosidoiuiy was a 
hliiid, ld.a wounds a Hiiam ; “ tlio smuling out of tho hoir-aiiparont 
and t.lm Koran a. (lioco of anting vvliinh doooivod no ono on tho spot ‘i ’ 
flow if, aftor ho had plaood hinwolf in (hinoral Robort.s’s hands, that 
(iominantlov should give orndoimo lio tho acousaiaoiw of Ills traducora, 

I Jli/lnaiiMaii (tWKIl), No. I, p. f!7. 

•1 1 1 lid. p. ‘in. 

df. |)ul<o, who, at tho Amir’s roipuiat, o.'tainiiiod Baud iSh.di’a wounds somo 
\U'i>kw aftor dmy hiul honti rocuivod, hud no dmdit as to their reality, lie 
found live in (ho hoiul and forohoad, mio abovo the ciytw not yet hoated, 
and Homo in tho stojnaoh, wldoh, but for tho thioknews of his kummorbond, 
might, havo proved fatal. Soma at least of tlurao htjurios ware rooeivod at the 
hands of the tt'ooji.H, whon liwt tlmy jnutiniecl bsi'oro tho attack on the Beaidetioy, 
(Duke's id'iwder.itwia, p. 1 ! 20 .) 

p AfyhatiUkt-Hi (ISHO), No. 1 , p. 81 J. 
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ami fioni Ixiitij^ liiw innU'Cior, liccoim' li'm judac, Ini'-' |ail('i’, |irilia|>s 
his c'Xf'C'iil idiici' '{ Tlici't' (‘an he m* douliL llial/ Ihis h'lir, ((hicli lalci 
cvcntis w'ci'c 1,0 jii.siify, wan (‘Oii.sliitil ly pi'cscnl lo \akuli Rliiiiis 
mind, and it was a d('(‘|ily anNhnin man who rodr inlo I'lakci'.s i'iun|) 
to claim HrUinli in'otcction and Imspilality. 'I’lic immcdi, do inipnisi' 
to llial dccisiv(' hi('p wan givc'ii l).v llm iiowa liiat, Wali Mationiod ami 
othci' iSii'dar.s, luoj'c oi' Inns Inn (‘iicmicK, uiii'o inlmulin/i; (i> join RoborlH 
— t.lic proupc'cL of hoitiff lol'lj witlmid/ Irlic power ol clionaino, driving 
him into cdioioc. Ifc' could not h'avo tin' city openly io lu'hdve him, self 
to th(3 llritinh cam]), no ho sinmt tho day in his plea,sui'o |!!,'aidmi,( 
oiitekk) tlu) Avails, and, at du.sk, monnU'd Id.s horse, and, aci-onipanied 
i)y Daud Mhah, rode tlironifli tho nif<ht up (In' lvOf',ar V’alli'y (,o 
Ivii.shi. 

The de,sii'e to foreslall his rival in .se(!iirin,^ Rir I'Vedei’iek I'uherls',', 
ear was prohahly not Yaknh Khan’.s oidy molive foi’ (hie has(y move. 
His hwu't wa.s still s('t mi dtdayinK tin' British ad\anei', and he may 
hav(' tlioiight that the arjfum('nl,.s against a,n immedia,le oeei)|>a(iim 
of Kalml which hi' had instrmd.ed (,h(‘ Mmstaidi and tho Wav-ir (o 
use in Ids name, would come with greater I'oreo from Id.s on n lipn when, 
liy a signal proof of Ids ti'u.st in British fi'iendsldp, lie hml (‘a rued 
tho right fco ask that no steps should ho lakt'ii (hat must hring him 
into collision wi(,h hi,s subjects. This was tlm sa.mo ndscah'idfdioii 
which had led him to Chiudamak, and i(. was doomed to an ('ipially 
speedy disapjiointment. Illvt'ii hel'oro ho renelied Km-dd, Baker 
had invaded the, Logar Yalloy, and, hy training his guns ii[ion i(.s 
villages, had compelled the iuhahitants to snn'i'iuler their prenhmn 
stores of grain and fodder, lie. had ko}»t tho lot! or of Roherts’s 
proclamation hy paying for the supplie.s iakiai ; Im hud violatt'd 
its s}arit, and the s|)i)'it of llio agreement with Allahud-Din, in taking 
tho supplies by force, and in so doing had kindleil in, l,he Imurt.s of 
tho men thus diAspoilocl ii fire, which, fed wUh ever fresh find, was 
to spread and spread bill all Northern Afghanistan rose in arnm against 
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an army ('liiil' ('.(tuld duly livo ))y couilcunuiig iLs i)('di)lo to dio of 
slarvafiuii. 

iSd far li'om la'liijj; iii tiu* mood (o liw(,<>ti io urffiiuicnts in favour 
of <li'lay, l{dlii‘rt,s uum Uilroady so wr-ary of tlio ohcclw imyarsi'd upon 
Ids Midvi'iiu'UlH l)y till' uiipi'opiirod Hlatc of tho 10\:|)('(litLonary Foi'co, 
that he had dctcriidiit'd to inarch boldly forwaid, trusting to tlio 
cmintry lio I'urniMh what he lacked. A.s early an the 2Lst of iSoptuinbor, 
Colonel Maegregor, who had niLurned to tho Kuraiii, fi'oling “tho 
need of rionui direoliug hand behind,” lieforo there ooukl ho any 
going I'oruard, waw dismayed to reci'ivo by telegraph “a programme 
of ltd ended movements,'' ii,nd eomjtlained in liis diary of lioberlH's 
” I’orgt'tliing or ignoring that then' was (is) idtsolulely uo oarriago.” ' 
Had he written that (hero was but Imlf what was ni'cded ho would 
lm\(' bet'll wilhin the I ruth, siiieo only hy robbing regiiuonts of tho 
gu'ider of (.ht'ir Imggiigt' .mimtils, .-uid e.xaeting doidtlo work 

I'loin the commissariat mules and cattails, wore the nt'uessaiy supplies 
hi'ing eolleeled at Kuslii. 

Nor wt'fi' tiu' orgaui'/atioii and diseipliue of ihc (.roops inort' to 
rtlaegregor's sal-isfaetloti. At Karatiga, on (lio 2!)Ui of Hejttember, 
fresh Irom riding along the line of advance from the Ivnraui to tho 
iSliidargardan, he desorilK'd what he had seen in hitter words: — 

” 'I’lio ma.reli was a lamentable instamte of the earolossnoss and 
happy-go-lueky style iti wltieh we do things. Ylierc. was a sninll 
(ulvunee ■guard, a few mt'u witli tho guns, others scattered about, 
and the rest in retu- ; no attemiit was made to keep the liaggagc 
and ttoops witluti a reasmiahle space, and the conse(|uoiioo was, 
llus whole lino of mareh was sprawling along three times as long 
ns it not'd. , , . Up tlu'oiigli the Hazara Darakht Defile all pro^ 
cautions wt're thrciflui to the winds, and everything was allowed 
to go on as it pleased. Kvoiyono was complaining there were no 
orders, and thoro seemed to bo no heail. . . Yhon the maroh was 

r life, and Ofiniona of l^ir O. Macgr&jor, Vol, IT, p. U4 
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iniu'h ioo long, eotihidei'ing llic Mlalc oi' t/lii' haggagi' animals : ii, 
.should Jiot liiwo heoii mori' Ilian (on niilos ; it. was oigliloon, ami 
many nnhnals niaroliod doidili' iiia,i'olio.s I'rnm I'indi in I'osha vinr, 
and only got. in lad' last, night., wro loadod a.I. Ihi'oo, and did not 
get. Ihoir loads oIT till niiu', liltoon hours; llio l■onsl■(|llon('o was (hat 
fifty canioLs woiv lo.st, and many nnilos, and I lie iiiovilalilo rosnlt, 
will bo cumidorablo disorganization of tlu' train."' 

Two day.s bororo tbi.s entry \va,s made in, M.iogrogor'.s diai'y, Itiia 
same liajipy-go-hicky Htylo of doing thing.s had nearly de|)riveil the 
Illx|K‘diti<)n of its eumniander; for, on the f!7(li of Septi'inber, at t.lie 
narrowest part of the Ilazar.a l)arukbt Deiile, Sir b’. Roberts, ridin;' 
away from the infantry part of bis eseort, bad found bin iiaswigc' barred 
liy hnndred.s of Afghans, ami a volh\y from .some men eoneealed 
among the rook.s had severely wounded (lie I’rineipal iMeilical (lllieer, 
Dr. Townsend, with whom 1 k‘ u'ius talking at I be time, Runkily, 
a, note from the oflu'er eommaudiiig on tiu' Slniliirgardan, Wiirning 
liini of dangers ahead, had reaidieil iiitii jii,s(, in time to prevent, (he 
attaek oomiug as a surprise; and, when t.ho iiifjuit.py eaiiie up, lie wms 
able i.o eontinne his mnreh wilhtiiil. I'url.lmr inob'siatioii, She road 
ill front of him having meanwhile lieou eleari'd of (he miemy by t’olonr- 
iSergGaiit J-leotor Macdonald and .lemiidar .Sliere Mahomed, who bad 
coino with eighteen men of the !l2iKi lliglilaiuh'rn and fortydive 
men of the 3rd klikhs to the help of a detaehmi'nt of the Ia1 ter regiuient 
which had fallen into an ambush, whilst rojiaii'ing fclio (.etegrajib" 
line,® 

Iho country through which tins di.sordeiiy advance was iioiiig 
conducted is one that calls for the utmost care and watch fuhu'ss. 
JSfo road in Afghanistan presentH greater diflioulties Iban this '' bye,” 

1 Life of Sir 0. Margieyor, Vol. II. pp. H( 5 , ]] 7 . 

2 Macdonald havins subHoguontly An-thor dlHiiuguiHhfid Uimwfll wiiH given 
a coKnnission, and “ Shore Mahouiotl was rowardod with the Onlcr uf Alerit.” 
{Forty-One Years in, India, Vol. II. p. aK).) 
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wav " I'" Kahn!. As far as Hie Nlnil.ai-frai’dati it has already boan 
(lascrihi'd ; Ix-yond Ilia!, piias, i(, drop.s by miuiy stoop zig-ziis^s, Jiankod 
1iy ()AMTliiin,!i;inj.r rooks, iiiU) llio bod of a |■^vnlot., sLi't'vvn with ])oi'phyry, 
liortibloiido, and syoriito ]M>bb]<'.s of bcilliant and \nifiod h(io.y, orio 
of llio .soui'ooH of tho Ijof'ar Rivi'r.' following tlus .stro.ini if turns 
sliai'ply to Uio riglili and out, ora llio Dtibumli Dofilo, whuao stupendous 
{)or[)ondiou!ar .sides dr/in obwor and nloaor togetlior till, at a point 
oallod liy llio looal triliiwnion l.lio Dur-i-Dosukb, or (late of flell, 
tlioy so nearly moot tiud, nion can only pirns botwoon them in single 
file, and baggage atiitnal.s bavo often to bo rolioyod of burdens too 
wide 1,0 H([uooy.o fchrougli the narrow oponing.^ Kmerging out nt 
this gloomy lissuro, tho traoU oroaaoa a narrow valley, thou threads 
its way bi'twoou huge rragnK*nt.s of rock up tho ftieo of a high hill 
lo tho iSliinkai Kol.nl, and finally dc'.swuids hy a .sueco.s.sion of stony 
shelves lo the valley of tho Kogav, wlu'i'i', hidden iii a grout ravine 
soiim three miles long liy half a, milo wide, tho niunerotm hainlo<,s 
known by the eolleotivo name of Knahi, lie among meadows and 
oroluu'ds • a true ” (h'liglil, ” to tlio tired traveller, whether soon 
as Dr, liellew saw tlumi in 181)7 with all their trees in bloom, or as 
they pi'esonted tliemsclvos to liobej'ts'a thirsty troops, teeming with 
ripe fruit “grapes and aj)ples and poar.s and tho luHcums melon.” ’ 

iSir l<\ ilobei'ts joined tho Advanced Duard of his Rorco at JCnshi 
on tho 2Hth of Neptmnbor, and the same day paid his rospoots to the 
Amir who, breaking through tho otiquotts usually observed at a 
lirst coroinoiual vi.sifc, at onco broached tho question of delaying 
the marc!) on Kabul, pleading oarnostly for time to reBtoro order 
among his troops, and dwelling on the fate wbioh might befall his 
family and tho families of his adlioronts if the terror inspired- by 

^ Mimion, to AfffJmmtan in 1867, by Dr. H. W. .BpJIew, p. 166. 

a To Kabul with fhc Cavalry Brigade, by Major MitfOrdl, p. 18. 

» “ Old MomorisH,” by Six- Htxgli Gough. Ball Mall Meujazim for Ifabruary, 
1896, p. 276. 
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ilio a|iy)ruiick oC au avidiyfinyr army aliould liik(> Llic Innn of ,i hocoiid 
oullnu'hl of popular fury.* ISuIicH.k, very unf.woui'ahly imjiiosM'd 
hy (ho Aiuir’.s iippoMraiiCc — hih doMuipliou of Yiikiih Khun ilillor.s 
gi'Otitly from hluil, given hy ituni wlio wnv him ;il, (hiiiihunak niul 
conviiK'od Dial, ho desired ihday solely in order to nialuri' plaiei 
for opposing (,he llritish advance, received Ids lepreseidat ions viilh 
setink symyiibkhy, for (he jiroiniHi' (lia( all women and children .should 
be given (ho opportuuiky of leaving Kahul hi'foi’c an attack was 
made on that cit.y, wa.s no cond'ojd, (o a man who heliiwed llial. his 
pai'tierdar women and children miglit meanwhile have fallen victims 
to Die popular anger against himself, whieli hi.s pmsisiee in the eamp 
of the invadcra nm.st naturally jirovoke. Yakidi Khan's i^spiest 
tliat lie slioidd ho allowi'd to piteii his tents, uldeh had now coiik' 
U]), outside the lirnit.s of the British earn)) was granted ; hn(, under 
coluiir of doing luinour to his guest, Bohei’ts took rare t.o assign to 
liim an e.scort strong ('tiongh to he a cheek on all Ids movemenl.s,' 
Tho following morning, the (ieiieral, aeeompaided hy Dio Cavalry 
Jfrigaclc undei' Dunham Mas.sy, towhicdi wen* atlaeheil I, wo enm()aide.s 
of Die 72ud Highlanders and tho 51,11 Punjah Infantry, rodi* to Zaigan 
IShalir, whom ho met Wall Malionunf and other Mirdavs whom Im 
desired to keep apart from Dm Amir. Here lu' interviewed .some 
of the Logar Valley chief.s on tho snhjoet of local .supplies, wilh regard 
to which he. was very an.xinus now that iicrsumil ohservaliou had 
shown him that iiis traxisjiort wa.s far too w'oak i.o he ahlu t.u carry 
on all Dm stores collected at Kushi, even if Im .split his lAiree into 
two, lialtod every other day, and sent hack (he imilns and camols 
of the first Brigade to Bring up the secondJ' l( was a, relief (o his 
mind that tho hoadmon were able to proiuiso a cesriain auionut of 


1 Tclograra of Sir F. JloljcrtH, dated '2nd of Detuixw, f,S7t). ihlumimn 
(1880), No. 1, p. 101. 

“ Fm-ty-Om Years in India, \''ol. 11. pp. 2(12-20.1. 
a Ibid. p. 206. 
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gniiii, lull' l.iic very iiiil'iivtiiiralik' I’l'iKirts ol' llic Aiiiif’s jiawi coiiduc.l,, 
aiul ('III' \vaii'nin}.',.s aaiu’iiMl. t.nisl'iiiy liiiii ('(u- the I'lil'iii'c ]Kiin'(’(l in('0 
Ills I’li'i'H li,v Wall IVIahiiiiu'il aiid iiR friends, niiidi' him su umiasy Ruii, 
in, I lie eveniii'i:, lu' I'dde linek t,o KiihIh' tleLeriniiied Lo kei'ji a vigilaui 
eye lUi ('he |)i'(ieeediii|i;s iif his iinweleonm irue.sl.d 

On (he ls(; of Oeioher, tho Iasi, of the ('I'oops tlestined for Kabul 
erosHed fhe iShu(>;u'y,ai'dan, leavinje (lolonel (i. N. Money with 

No, ( Koha(' AloiaUiiia liii('(ei'y, ('ii|)laiii II. R. Jj. Morgan ; 

.‘ti'il Hlldw, Major (!. .1. (ii'iKKIi.s ; 

A W'lii.u; ^Ih// I’liiijiili tnliiiili'y. Major Ih VV. (iolli'H; 

to koo|i I'hat pass opi'n till snow should retuh'r the posildoii urikmahlo, 
wlien he was to despatch the Momitaiu jrans and tho Wikhw to Kalnd, 
and to send hack tho iilst to tlio Kuram Valley. The next day the 
Kabul I'Api'ditioiiary Iduve eoneentJ'ated at Kai'oan Sha-hr, and 
it,s (loiniuauder, for tlie lirst time, waa able to jiulffo of its cmnpo.sitjon 
and eondil'ions willi his own eytss, and to measure it.s .strongtli and 
resounies atfiinst the opposition that it miglit have to overcome, 
a'Ud tho didieuKies it iiiust ot,'rlra.inly oue.oiiufcur. 

S'I'AII'li’. 

('u.)ilaia <1. 'I'. I’rel.y iiiuti, .Aido-ikt-C'iimp. 

,, It. I’ole-t’nnnv, Aidt)-(le-tJinil]>, 

Colonel C. M, Miuigregor, Chief of ('ho NltUf. 

Major W. (lanii'ilii'h, AHsiHlaui. Adjul.aiiCdoMmil. 

Ca'jiiain K, C. Kennedy, AsHfetant yiiaHormaHtor-Geneml. 

,, H, A. ((ouiho, Hepiity AHslHiaut (iiiai'tei'mastor-dominil. 

I jiei I tenaai' (1. II* Hiidfh, deputy Ansistant t^uai'tci'niastoctrwuoral. 
Major C, A. (forham, Doimly -fudgn Advoeiito. 

(j,i,|)laiu It, 15. Moli'.woii, Provost Maralial. 

„ K. .strahm, in oluirgo of Kignalliug. 

'KnWN UtlB l)l'!l*/Ul’rHBM'l'. 

laeuleniiiit di. I’crkiiia, Coiamandiug Royal Eagiiieer, 

Cii'iitiuii R. C.' VV 00(11 hoi'pe, in oliargo of Sucvoy. 

bicutcmwit lA Bnm-Hurdocli, in cliargo of jHugiuiwr field Park. 

* li'oriy-Owi y&n's inlndiu, Vol, IL p. 307 * 
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UolMMUNKJVTroNS ANII 'fit \ NSI'OUT. 

idiiol'iil (ioiijE;h. 

.Liiiiil('uiiii(-(.'iilt]nul II. M. Ilcalhi'olc', iJiiiM'lm- nl 'l'l■llll^|lnl■l. 

{'oiiMi.ssAiti V'l' Kwi’Aii'rMi'iN'r. 

T jpiiU'iiaiil -Ciiliiiial ,T. V. Iliiiil. I'niicip.il ( 'oiniiiia.siii'inl (IIVici'i'. 

IllKDUIAI, Dl'IfAnTMI'.N'l'. 

iJoputy iSni'f'oou-fimt'i'iil iS. t!. 'rowii.ai-iul, i’riiutip.il Moiliciil OH'iDn 
Sui'f'cmi-lldjof A. D.ilo. 

V l•iT10ltt^^AttY I IWI’AIVI'M I'SN'I', 

Voloriufuy-Surjioiiii (I. A. Oliphiml;, IVim'ipitl Voli'i'iniiry SiirjpMiii. 
I’ul.lTlOAr, J iKl'AIl’mUN’l'. 

JMajof R, 0, (}. Iliisf iiifjn, AhiHifiljMil. I'oliliiinl Ollli'i'i', 

Ah'. H. M. Diiranil, (l>S., I’ulUicftJ iSi'crnl.u'y. 

AUTri.i.Kuv. 

Lioulciiiint-ddloiidl U. (i. (lonloii, (liinimimdinj.;. 

(.'ajihiiu ,1. W. liigo, .‘Vdjtitunl'. 

K-A, Royal ilojuo Aftilluiy, Mujor (!. MmylliAViiidhiim. 

Royal Artillory, Major Midtii'y 1‘nn'y. 

No. 3, Jlcmjnl. Alounlidii RiiUory, Oajiluiii (J. Swiidoy. 

'J’wo fiatliiigH, (Ini)t.iiii A. BroiMltool. 

OUDNANOH RjhI.Ij I'ahK. 

Captain E. IJ. Shiifto. 


(Javalky Uhkjadk. 

Brigadier-Cksnonil W- 0. I.h Mansy, Coiiuiiaiidiiii;. 

Liontonant J. R. Bwiburajn, Jfrigiuln- Major, 

J. Btiundi'on 9fh Laatrora, Captain R. (J, Bidaou.' 

Bdi Pnnjiil) Oavatry, Mnjot- If. Uummmid.s 
13fh Rongal Cavalry, Major d. H. (Jrorn. 

Mill Bengal .La, neers, Liciilonaut-OoJoncl 'f. (). Ru.ah. 

1 LieivLenantrColonel R. S. Ololanci arrived at Kalml lator on with fho t 
romaining squadrons of his wgimont. — H. B, I[. 

H t«rtoiigli,Kqoiii«l Ins rogiittoiital Kabul 
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IkT InkVN'I'UT HltlfSADW. 

II. T. Miwphoi’Hon, Oommiindiup. 

('aphiiii (i. di' (I. Mdi'lon, Uriffiidc-Major. 

()7lli l'''<)(il,, ('(jlcincl (I. B, KiiowIcm. 

7‘diid I li;ddiiii<l(‘i'H, Liculi'iiiinK loldiK'l W. If. ,1. ('I.irkr.^ 

'dHlli I'liiiiiil) liiliinli’v, (’iiliiiicl .1. lliidami. 

BnII InI'’AT^TFIV BlllfUllM. 

Brif'iidifi' ( (ciK'i'iil 'I'. I). Bukoi’, ( 'iiiiiniaiidiiii;. 

('a|ilidii W. I). Idii’Wdll, Bri){ii(l()-lV1aj(ir. 

il'Jiid frii.f|iliiiid<’i.4, LidiiU-uiudd ’oloiidl (!. I], I’lirkdr. 
r)lli i'liiijidi Infaulry, BiiMiloiiniil-f 'iilmiol ,1. \V. Miu'i|iu‘imi. 

Bill'd I’ioni'iMH, liiciili'iiiiiil-doloiuil A. A. Cunii', 
filli (lurlfliiiM, Miijor A. Kilvllii^'li, 

Nil. 7 ( Vmi|iiuiy Mil iiml MIiicvh, Lii'iitmiiitil ( Niiu;c'iil. 
Ktkhnuth. 

Ollicci'H, KIB ; iiiiin, of wliicli 2,5.58 Wdi’o Biili.Mli 'IVoopfl; 

18 jfiniH, and I'limp-fujlowois. 


t IJi'iilcnunl-diiloiu'I f'. Bmwnlinv, wIki wii.m oil Ion ve, rojoiiiprl liiH rogimiint 
(d Knlml. II. B. II. 
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First Eiigagctncnt at (’harasiab 

'^I’lns rxix^i'icnoo iraini'd in iulv.'inci' on Zin'^ii,n Sliain' di'sl I'nyoil 
all liopo of ki'oijin;' ilio army infaci,. Si-vim limidrcil anil lifly I'anmla, 
two iliouaand midos, ir Iniudnai douLcys, Uiiid ais liuiidrcd and lill.y 
hulloolvH won' MO olcatiy inoa,))al)li‘ of oarryiiin ilm lia^'^ano and anp 
plioH of mIv tlioiiMiuid si.N linndri'd moil,' flia.l. ovnii Maoy,i'o;ior had 
to accic'pfc Llic ni'OOMKify of aplifliiifr flio fi'oroo iidai ln-o parls, and 
marching on alfernafi' dny.s. 'I'lio daiigor of .anoh a division in l.lio 
cnwc of troops oiiorating oh I'air, hooau.so too vvoiik lo maiuluin fhoir 
oomiininioatioii liy oHlaiilishing foH.ilioil iiosls in Ihoir roar, had 
alroiicly boon plaood hoyorul flispiito by tlio iiinvH that llio (Ihil/aiiH 
had occupied flio Hhinkai Kotal and vv’ori' l.lii'oalonina Idonoy'n nono 
too strong entrench luonti-i on the iShntargardnn. 

fn accordiirioc' with the now arrangoniont, only tho Cavalry and 
the first Jfrigado loft Ziirgan ISlialir on tho Ith of Oo.tiolior. 'I'ho 
advance was over an arid plain, doojily seam'd by driod-up drainage 
lines, a jilain do.sorihod Iiy iVlaogrogor as a land of an<l 
dogs and .stone, s—t, ill, on nmnding a. spur of tho lulls oil I ho right 
of the valley, the Logar Jiivor caini' in .siglit, oros.siiig iJii' road from 
west to oa.st lieforo tnrniug noi'thvva.rd in tho diri'otiou of Kabul. 
On t’C'aohing its hanks, its actual stream was found tn ho ahoiii. a, 

r Equivak'iit to the oarryhig povvons cit ildtSh oiwiu'Ih, 'rho ('ctil-ral ANia 
Russian Exju'ditioiuiry Vorcos nro, as a I'ulis, isijuippi'd vvitli oiU) I'lunol for oaoh 
fighting man. — II, B. 11. 


02 
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iu)U[»ki 1)1 himdi'('il li’oi spiuiuod l)y a l.n'idgo IjOo narrow Inr 

till' ftuuH, HO tJ)t'y iiud (,lu> tr()o])H oroHsed by a dc'c]) I'ord,' leaving the 
bridge lor' Mic nsc of (Ik' l.ra.nH|)orf,. 'I’liis I'elicf, liowovor, failed 
lo rivei'L (■onl'ii.sion and delay. 'I’lie approach to Llu' rlvci' ran between 
high ba,iil(,s, anri long befori' (h)' bridge waw rcraelicd, InindrodH of 
aninifdH of all hoi'I,h and hIzch got ini.vi'd up in a Htriiggling, friglitnncd 
mass, out ol ubieli, aficr dai'k, ina,raufl(‘rH .snciecisdcd in snatohiag 
many a load of booty. It was inidnigbt before the last bollock limped 
into eaanp, wliieb bad been pitched about two inilos from the river, 
iieiu' the hamlet of iSab'il Sang. Ifi'rr', ( lominissariat olUcors were 
waiting to pick oid. tiu' si.riaigi'st of tlu' wr'ary bea.sts, ('(jnivah'nt 
in I'nrrying pirn’m- to tvvt'lvi' hnndrr'd eamt'Is.’ 'I'he.sr' were ati once f('d 
and alter a few lioiii-a’ rest sent back to Zargan Shahr, vvhero Baker, 
!ui\iouH till g<'t tiu' march of his l{rigad(> over by daylight, was eagerly 
awaiting theii' arrival, 'I'lio start was qniekly made, but progress 
was .sf) slosv that the head of th(‘ eoliinm only entss'ed Rolroi’ts’s camp 
at eight o'elock in the ovoiiing, and its tail some live houi's later.’' 

'Tlie Natives had again shown tl)C'm.selves hostile., so, before dawn 
the next, day, a, force siirinunded the village of ICoii Kliel, whose 
inbabitants wm'e, known to liavo bcmi specially active in liatwiiig 
the t.rrrops, and some of whom bad vvonuded (laptain Kmmetly of 
tin' (,)iiarti*rmaster-(lenerars Dejiartment. 'I'lireo villagi'i's woi'c 
kiilc'd on the s|)ot and live captured, three of whom wero shot by 
Jtobcrtir's order', s, for being in unlawful rr'bellion agaiu.st their 
, sovereign.* 

At Hafed Mang, liobert-s heard from Oolonel Money that ho had 
j'cprtlsed an a.ttaok oir bi.s eanijr, and heliogrnphed back liearty 

i “ S'oaiii of the riiou vs'crn swept off their feet by the force of the- ciwreiit, j 
but, as t,lio flii'eiun was only lifty M .sixty yard.s in wkltbj au lives wero lost.” 
(ib'asman's Afghituinlati ,18711 Wi, p. H'l.) ' 

ri Lt'//' of Air (Jhnrku Maegteijnr, Vol. If. p. I'iiJ. 

■' Ibid. 

^ Ibid. p. tii, also Ummim'a Afglmiixictn ]87!)-80, p. 2(i. 
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congratulatkjUK and Ru! pnjmiHO of additioiuil mipfilii'.'i of i'ooil nnd 
ainiiumLiion to be sent ui> l.o hijn by (fordon.' 

From tIliH point h(i aluo isHiiod tbc I'ollovving pi'oelaiiini.ioii (,o llu- 
f’(H)p[(! of Ka,))iil ; — “ be it knowji to all tliat tlio Bi'itinb ai’iny i.'' ad\ imo- 
ing oji Kabul to take po.sHi'Hnion of tlio city. If it be iilloncd (o do 
so j)oaecfully, well and good; if not, tbo ciiy will bi‘ Hciy.cd by force, 
Tbcrefoi'o all woll-di.spuKcd jmr.aon.s, vvlio have (ido'ii no part in I, ho 
flaalnrdly inurdor of tbo British Binbassy, or in (be plunder of (.he. 
Rosidonoy, are, warned that if they ai'o iinabl(! (.o (U'cvenl. l■esi,sta,n(;e 
being ollcred to the (oitraneo of tla^ British Army and l.o l.h(> !i,nt.hority 
of ills Ifighne.s.s tlio Amir, they should inak(! imiuerliate arrangenienl.s 
l'(jr their own safety, oithor )>y ooining into l.lu! Bi'iti.Mli ('amp or by 
.suoli moaaure.s iia may ,s(!e,in lit to ttuiin. And n.s tlm Biiliuh fl(‘neral 
doe.s not malco war on wonitm and children, wa.ruing is given l.lmt 
all wcjtuon and children should be j'oiuoviid from the eil.y beyond I, he 
roach of harm. The .Ih-itish (iove.rnmcnt desires to treal. all ohisses 
with justice, and to respect tlioir religion, feelings, :ind oiistoms, \vhil(3 
exacting full retribution from olfeuders. Rvery ol'fort will thorefoj-o 
he made to prevent the innocent suffering with tlm guilty. But it is 
necessary that the utmo.st precaution should lui taken against Uhelesu 
opposition. Tlunnfoim after the. rceeipt of this pj'oelamation, all 
pci sons iound armed in or ahout Kabul will i)0 treuited as (lus (*noad('H 
of tlio .BritM) Uovoruiiient ; a.nd, further, it must lie eleniiiy uuder- 
■stood that it this entry of the .British fonui is re„siHted, 1 cannot hold 
myself responsible for any aee.ideutal misehief which may be done to 
2>oraons and property, oven ol well-disposed people who may liavi! 
neglected this warning. 

“ OoLobur iho 2nd, 

‘ “ The tlenoml eongrat.alatos you IwartUy ; husband yuur Mnimmil.ion 
and aupphos, and go in at tlw brulua. Gwroral Gordon has Iteon ordtand io 
aoncl you per man oiiu hundred muiids anmumition nmre. mkI moin HuiiolieH," 
(iJohogram from Maegrogor to Money.) 
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1(. w'iiH now (.lu' i.nrn of Macj)lu'rsoii’8 Brigado, fo ivJiicli were 
,'iU.aclu'(l If gimaantl a H(|ii;u1i’oii of (Waby, (,o remain .staiionaiy, 
wliilsl, lbilv(‘r’M, r('iiit'orC(‘(l by ilu> OUnd Ifiglilaiiders, moved on auotlier 
Mlage, I'orl.iinaiely ho Hl)orL a one flnit Uierc waw no need to strike 
eam|) before 1 1 a.m., thuM Kccuriiig a little additional rest to the 
lirariH|iort aniiualn, nia.ny of whom had jiml, done forty-fivm miles in 
thii'ty-six hoiii'H.* 'I'he march proved an (‘Rsy one, the road running 
])ai'ail('l lo, bull out of sight of the Lugar, thi'oiigh a fairly open, culti- 
vated eouutry. About mi<lway, near the village' of (iliillial Dukhtoran 
(Rorty Daughters), Home low hilts were efossed, on whieli .squattial 
numerous grou[is of aruu'd men, watetiing the advaneti ef the Force 
with tlu' sauu) air of iudilTerenee displayed l)y the Mangals just before 
tliey fell upon Hoberts’s rear-guard in tlui Maiiigiar Pass.® Beyond 
tlieso hilts, a much higlu'r, oreseent slupied range (sanie into view. A 
group Ilf hatiileliM, Icnown eollee.tively as the villag(' of Charasiab,’ lies 
at (ihe foot of (his creHeent’s south-wesUTn liovn, whilst tho north- 
easb'i'ii horn is pii'reed by the Bang-i-Nawishia (jorge,^ the deep 
laviiu' tlirough v^hieh tlu' Logar feives its way into the Ivabnl Valley. 
About two miles uortli-ea.st of Charasiab, tu'ar tlie village of Khalrabad, 
the Kushi road divid('S iiito two hranehes, ouo of wliich first croaso.s 

t nenniaim’s Aji/liiinldfan, p. 

9 A iirivuli) of die 7'And . . . jiartieularly poiiiiocl tlieae niea out to me, 
remarking: ‘ Vim see, dir, those inoii sitting Ihwo, doing iiolhing ; well, that 
is just (Iwi w.iiV Ihe M.ingats siit and looked at im whoa they afterwards oiuight 
us in llji) Miiiiginr Pass.’ " (Duke’s lUrotlwliim of fhn Kahnl Oanipmgn, IS7fl-S0, 
pp. l.’d, did. iSi'e, iilno, Keeoud Volumo of this JOslory, j). 100.) 

9 Tiiis, not ( ihiirasiii, is Uui eerreet sjielliug. Tho uiimo means Four Water 
Mills. Mil lord, in Ids iatorosting hook To l{abtil with the davalry Bflgade, 
inendonH dad ” tlu'se mills, which iiro muuh valued by tho Afghans, froquoiitly 
give the name to a village or iliafrict ; e.g. Ihd't Asiab — tho dovoa Water 
Milk” fl. B. 11. 

‘ daiig-i-NawlHhtii,-- Written iSlouo— •ho uhnied from a Htonti bearing a 
wi'ittiou inseriplioti, stating that tho road waa made in the reign of tho Emperor 
dliah Jchtin, Major Mitford inoutiona that “this stone was afterwords ro- 
movud to tiu) front of Hir F. Bohorta’s iiuavtow in Sborporo ” (p. 24). 

6 
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ihe vallry fj'om (‘asi, to \u'sl, nnt] then niiw diK- iiortli, iKiMt, l,l\(' viUajV' 
ol IndaJci, in the ( 'luii'dt'li \'idlev, (c Kabul, v\IiiIkL llic oIIk'I' ri'acbi'H 
Llud (nl,y by following; llti' (‘oiitsi' of llif Ijoj>ai Itisci'd A luiinbi'i' ol 
amall detached IuUh Hcal.t^’i'ed alitait the lowc'r I'lid ol llii' \alli'y, 
within inusketry vange of (>a<‘h olhei, iulde.d (o (lie delensibilily ol (lio 
poKitioii, and the final toiieli was given to its HliengHi liy (he aloiiy 
slope, like a nalura.l ghicia, o\cr v\Jiieh lauh of iIk-m' delaehed hills 
would hav(' to ho appj'oaeliod. 

(lluiraHiah had been reaolied ('arly in the aftei'iioon, and uliik' tlu' 
tioops weri' eneainjiing in llie I'aUow liekla 1o the South of ttial. \ilh\!>i', 
(liivalry jiati'ols pushed right up to (he month o| (he San,", i Naw lelil a 
l)('lile without diseovering any sigui. of the [ircseiiee of an enein,\ . 
Ifj'oin rising ground witJun tlie villagis (lu' (leneral and hiii Chief ol (he 
iStalT obtained agood view of the whole position, and iioled Iho iniporl • 
£11100 of a couioal hill on the laist of llui valley, hy uhieh Iho appioaeli 
to tho gorge was eoinmanded. Maegregoi' desired tlie inuni'dinle 
Hcizuro of this |)oint," hut liohm-ts, for oneo Iho more eaiitioiis of (lie 
two, wisoly deekh'd to put oil’ oeenpyiug it lill I he iie\j, day.'' 

I’cvvarcls evening .groujis of Afghans weri' noj.ieed on I he ,sk,v line 
of many of the hills, a sure sign of misehief brewing; ' uevei tlndesn, 
tho night pa.ssed quietly, aiwl it was with no expect a.I ion of Herions 
rosistauce tkah a. working party eonsisUng of 

ii (tmw No. 2 Mnutdiiiiii hattni'y, 

2.S-1 Hides OSnd Higlilii.iHl(M'H, 

■ 11)0 Rjdea 2.‘fH| Pittnoein, 

» A second toad Itiiids to tlio (Huu'doli Vidlyy, HUirling from (tluirmuah aiul 
picroiag tho hill to tile west of the village, bid no use of it ivnn made dining 
the action. — ^11. B. fl. 

2 Li/e o/ Sir Ohtrler Ulunp'eijor, Vol. II. p, 124. 

« “Now, more than ever, I felt dm want of millinietit traiiHporl ! Had it 
bean po.sHihle to have, the whnlo of (,|u* foreu with nm. 1 Bhould have lulvaiweil 
at once, mid have ooeuiHcd that ovnning (he range of hillsi f Imve deHorihed ; 
blit Maophemonts Brigade was atlll a march hoUirul, a.nd all I eould do wan, 
iininediately on arrival, to Mend hack ovory tivniliihle Iranapia'I animal to bring 
ilnp.” {Ji'orlij-One Years in, India, Vol. U. p, 211.) ^ Ibid. J>. 212, 
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mulor ( 'olourl Huri'ic, hoIi ont, eai-ly in Uio monimg, [MTot’clod by (iavnhy 
])nlr(>lM, b) riMulci' llii' road pracdiioabb' for arfillory. 'Thn diHCovoiy, 
inado alnionf itiim<'dial.('ly, fliaf a formidablo force wan ja'opariiig to 
diwindc l^lic |ianHagi' of the (h'lile vvitli the janutivo ospi'dition, eanw, 
theiefore, with a. nhoek of mirprise to I, he (h'nei'a,! and all under liin 
eoinniand. both nidcH of tlie Nawinhta Deliie were found to bo 
ero\vned by Ibe eiu'iny, a hoM(' right extended to tile heightw dividing 
llu' bogar I'roni (.he Chardi'h Valley. 'I'ho eocilnes.s and nkill with 
which iin|)oi'ta,nt poiut.H were being ooeipiied and gnna idaced in 
[lo.sition, reveak'd tlu' pre.atMKa' of rogular troops and a woll-jiropared 
aelu'ine oF opposition to (be Uritisli advance,' wliilsb tribesmen 
.swa.rniing on (.he hills, on both sidi's of the briti.sh camj), ])oiniod to 
a.n attack to he made upon it at the first favonrablo moment. 

In this ('iiu'i'geney, four eoiir.s(‘s wcu'e ()]ien to the british Ooni- 
mander : In' eonhl fall haok on the range of low lulls lying midway 
helwiam ( 'ha.i'ii.sia.h and Sal'ed Sang, with a view to the quickest pos.sible 
eouemitration of his entire I'orw ; he might entrench his ]iresent camp 
and there aua.it the arrival of Maopliorsoii’a .Brigade ; ho might try 
(-0 drau' (.he Afglnnis from their strong jawition by taotica similar to 
(.hose HO siieeessfnlly used by (lhnr)e,s (hnigh at Ibitteliabad ; “ or lie 
migld. elect lo drive thmii out of it by an iimuediate direct attack. 
Against, tlu' lirst jilan had to he phurd llie doubt whetber Ihci hills in 
(juestion were not already in the haud.s of the enemy,'' and the eor- 
(.aiuty tlial., as (.|ie Imlk' of the transport had been sent away to bring 
u[) MaepUersou’.s brigade, a retreat, howovor short, would moan the 
abandonment of a large [lart of tbe baggage and stores. The second 
jibtiO iva.s condoinnerl by the situation of the camp, overlooked on all 
side.s by hills in the oeouiiation of the enorny, and by the laoli of time 

1 Koln‘i'(,M’s Uosjiateh, dated Ootober 2dth, 1S7U. 

-i iSer, E;!()(ii}iid Volume of tlds lllstury, p. iiSl), 

A report had roaclied Jiobwis iliat iVTaeplusmou’s Brigado had been inter* 
(■ep(,ed and dud. it and its lung string of enmub would certainly bo opposed 
(Hue Fotiij-Ow i% Mia, Vol b. j>. 3J4.) 
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k) pik it into a projK'i- .state of defence l)efni'0 a.s the troops 

woukl be too liusy covi'i'iti^ tlii‘- Sappi'i'.s aod IVIiner.s (o hi- alile to p'i\o 
them jinieh iis.si, stance in tlieii’ work. 'I'lie ohjecl.ion to I.Ih' (liiid sehmue 
— one generally .sue(!(‘.ssfnl agaiii.sl. undisei|)lined mmi Lav, lii>i(,ly, 
in the jio.ssibility that the Al'giians had, for once, a leader eapahle ol 
seeing thi'ough it, and .strong (‘iiongh lo compel his lollimei.s to keep 
ont of tl>e not spread to ensmu'e tln'in ; seemvdly, in the prohahility 
that, if the plan snc<‘eed(‘d, tliiriae's tiny eolumn would he .swept away 
by tho dowmvvard lai.sli of the, Afghans; and, Ihirdly, in t.he Icnow- 
ledgo that, if it failed, tho [xrsition of tiu' eamp a,t night/ would he 
worse than, if the second plan had bf'en tIu' <me adopted. 'I’he he-.l. 
plan had against it I. ho inmmn.se risk.s a.(.l('ii<laiit on pill. ini'; a uinall 
foi'ce, with nothing to fall hack upon in ease ot faihne. agiiinul, a 
large one in an exe<!pt/ionally strong position ; and, in ilii fa'.nnr, the 
.supei'iority given to the former by t.he skill of its id’lieeift and llu' 
di.sciiilino of its men, an<l the moral elTeot wideh ofl('U wails upon 
bold and ra])id aot/ion. 'l’hes(' eonsidi'ratioiis deli'rmined |{ol)erls's 
choice, and, once made, lu' a.cted on it with Id.s eiusloinaiy rigour and 
decision. 

To Htre-ngthon the, iroo|).s in rear a.nd to a.lfonl aildilional pro! eel hm 
to tlio ilik'eii luindrcd«,i)aggago animals wliieli, under Ihe eseoid, of f,wo 
companies of the otli thirldia.s, had gnmr baek lihe pi'evions e\ (tiling to 
iiring them up, he dcspatelied a sipiadron of {'avalry lo (Sal'ed iSang, 
and, wdtli, this rein force lueut, sent iirgi'iit orders lo Maeplieiwou lo 
strain every nerve to join him at (ilianisiah iK'fore dark. To Haki'r 
he entrusted, unreservedly, (he task of dislodging the enemy and 
driving him back iijion Kabul, and lor tliat [sirjiostt lie nssigned to 
him the following troojis :~~ 


Lkst ttor.UMN, 

4 Gims No. 2 Moimiaiii Jiatl cry . . . f 'apitiin t}, ,S\vinlcy. 

r2Ui Bengal Oiwalry, 20 Kubves. 

2 Oatliiiga ... ... (laplaiiiA. Bi'OiHlfoot. 
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72ml ilif;liliuiilnn, . . , 7IHMlillrs . I^l.-Coloticl W. U. ('l.irki'. 

Hull I’l.ilt.ilimi filli (liiikliiM . ;i()() UilloM . JM.bjdi Ii'i(/,llujj:h, 

Hall r.adnlioii filli I’lMijali liil.mliy, ."(1(1 l{ill(‘s . ( 'iiplaiii 0. Ml'IC. Hall 

Ni). 7 ( 'oin|).itiy Sa|)|i('ia null Miimiii, KM) Hillaa . IjusiiIhiimiiIj (_). Niigonk. 

'I’olal iilioiif'lli 1,100 RiIIch, y,*) S.ibivM, aucl (> (luiia. 

'I'lii' win'kiiitf poi'ty, whicli, fruio (jump, hatl now Ix-coniu 

I/Ik' i'IkIiI mIiijj; of tiui iiU.tu‘lviti{f I'orci', was 1,1 iuh (tonslJluk'il : — 

Rulin’ Coi.uMN. 

(I :l Royal \i (illriy, I! ( liiiiM . , , Miiioi' Suliicy I’urry. 

!)(.h kaiicoi 1 . .20 Riilmn . liiouli'iiiuit II. W. Aijpci’loy. 

t'llh Bi’in'al IjiuH'ois) _ (20 ,S'ii,(»i’r’.s jyiijur JR (', AJilford. 

filh I'liiijah ('avail yi Majin’ Ik Jlaiiiuiuiid. 

!)2iul llif'liliuiildia, 281 lUllos . . . . (I. Wliil^i) aiitl Major ,1. (1 

Ray. 

2;ii(l I’ioiK'cia, 5.70 llillos . . . . i'aplaiu II. Piiloison. 

'I'olal sli(iiif,Oh .4, 'll Killca, 1.1(1 S'liliri’a, iiud !l (Itiii.s. 

I’cila'i'tH iii,s(ruc((‘(l il.s ('(ijkoiiukIci', ('(iIiuk.'! Ciiri’U', io Rila> up 
u (lofcoMivo piiHiliou uud to ooo.sidi'i' liiiu.soH' thonoid'orwai'd imdor 
Piakor's ordi'i'M.' 

Will'll all these at'rangena'nls had been made tliere n'laained under 
idle (leiiei'id'.s own emtimand, lor the defonoe oi' the catu)) and to bo 
ii.sed an a I'eMorve in eiuse of need, only the Battery of llorao Ai’tillery, 
-boo ('avatry, and between 000 and 700 Infantry^ made uf) of High- 
liiiKh'i.s, Ihmjabis, and I’innimr'i ; in all, including the gimrw'i'H, hardly 
1,200 men iiiid six gium. In ibs ebiiriiuLei’ of feeder of tho lighting 
Coi’ce.s, it wa.) ahiumt immediaiely drawn ujiou by Baker, who, after 
rewnnoitring llu' eiuanyH position, bad deoided to leave hia rcaorvo 
aninmnition at a eonvenientsjiot within tho precineta of the village, and 
hc'liugiaplied lo Hobei'tH to iuerea.HO tho Htj-engtb of the smidl guard 

1 RohuclB’s Drupidnli of tho 20tli Oofcobar. 

2 Forty-Ona i'eaw in indin, Vol. U. p. '21ft. 

Id’oiE Hu! {(troaglh of all the ooluiuns yomo dudiiotioii must bo inado for 
aiak and noja-olToctivoti.— U. B. H. 
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lie Wiis uv^er H.. Alunulrwl iiicii (il llu'.Mli I’unjali Inhuilrv 

at otiGO (lGS|iiilc'ho(l id ( 'liiiniiSiiii), lolldwcd liy I lie I'csi ol llu' i'(‘i',itiM'iil 
as Hddti an .suriicii'iii ii'anapoi'i Ini’ llii“ ol iis a iiinuiiiil ion could 

be i)t'oi)m'ed ; a jUMa'HNUi'y .siep, bidi one \\liicli icducetl by .^cvei'al 
lunulredn the ti'(io[)H available iVir the pi'oleet ion ol the eanipd 

liaker’.s ji'ooiinaLsaanee had hIiowii him lliai ilie enemy a liiid 
liiu' occapned a bare, rocky ridf^e of 110 ereiii hi'iyjii, beeinniiie aboni 
a inilo north of (IharaHial) and (‘luling to (ho east ol (he Indaki road ; 
that, iivo liuiidred yarda furtlier back, (lieir .second line wan di'.awfi 
along a ohain of del.aclied, hnt inutnaliy .sn pporl ing lulls, til I'clichini'; 
from a little west of tho Indaki road to tin' et'iil re of the \'alley ; and 
that, behind thc.so detached hills, ro.s(' a, still inoro fonniiiabh' |)o.siLion 
in the sha.po of an unbroken ridge, two and a half miles long, which, 
culminating at its Jiiost noiilu'i'ly point in a. ja'ak 2, 2(1(1 feet high, 
cmbracerl in ita irreguliir curve ilu' wdiole of (,ho liowj' end ol (In' 
Logar Valley and both the roads lt>nding to Kidnd. 'Phis forinld;dile 
jjosition was only aecie.,ssil>le. in a few j)laces and it <'onunnnded the 
entire front of Jlnkei'k advance.' Reetjgniv'.itig tho neec'fsity of 
bringing as large a foree as ])(wsil)lc to bear ii|)on (In' enemy’s weakesl, 
point, which his ob.servation had proved to he u(. the wesl.ein .side 
of tho valley — the bulk of tho Afghans worn timssed on tho lieighl.s 
at its nor tli-ea stern cvti'emi(.y--liakcr summoned ((olotu'l Uiirrio bt 
join him with four hundred and fifty rilles of (he d.'lrd I’ioneers, and 
at the, same time ordered (Major (1. VVhK.e, who now .siieeeeded (o 
the command of a dangcnnusly wcaln-ned body of (.roops, I 0 movt' 
forward to within arl.illery range of the Rung-i Na.wihhta (lorge, and, 
in so doing, to keep on tlm alcri., le.sl, when he - liaker advaiieed to 

1 Koborbs’is JJespidch of Iho aO(h Oc(.ol)or, 1870. 

“'Ike remainder of tko regiment wore sent out soon after, (hough (liiM 
left tho oiiinp very Aveakly guarded, only 1,000 eavaliy and h)fim(ry, uUh (1 
0-pmmder guns being left at headriuattors." (nemman, p. ill.) 

a TJespatek of tho 20th October. 
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LIu' a.s'.iuill, llii' ARfhiiiis slioulil diiwn iiixui. ( !l\rtmsiivl) throuffli 

llii' wide lyiii.i; Iji'Ihccm Um' hvo coJikiuih. ()jk’(; wiiliiu 

iiililli'i'y I'aii, !,!;(' of llic Natiii-i Nawihlda A'or^i', WhiLo waM (.o halt 
« hil.st (he inaiii id lack wan hainfj; davalniH'd, luid an aoou an he saw llie 
Al'fj,liaiin l■('|.l■(>a titles not a nionieiit Mooucr, lii‘ wan to imnli Iuh cavaliy 
(liroiif^li tlio delili', ao an lo cloar it to llie I’li^itivcw. 

Aland, II. lid, Ihda'i's coliiiiin iisaued rroni llie nhcltc'i' of the wooficd 
eMcloMHi'i' 1)3' W'hieli ('hiuaaiah Ik aiimainded, and In a very hIiovI. 
time die 72nd llioldandem vvi'H' en/ffii^ed with the /Vl'ghatia ; oiu^ 
(lompany, nnder ( 'a()t)dn R,. 11. |{roolvn-IJimt, trying to driwo them 
fi'om the helglita on tlm n’gfit ol' thoii’ (the Afglian.n') poMitioii, wiiil.sb 
the rewl, ol' tin-, ngiment, under nover of the inonntain guiw, delivered 
a- diriHit atla/'k on itn emitn', Botli onae-tn wi'i'o inado wiUi great 
courage and delerniinalion, hnt, in enoh onse, tlm vreight of tlio attnek 
wan loo ligid, (o maho any inii|ires.Hion on the ohatinate n'Hmtauee 
oilered to it, till Baker, neniag that little progronn wan being nnule, 
.sent two eompanh'.s of tlie f)th <riirkha,s to tlm help of Hrooljtvl-lunl., 
and olher tw'o, mulor Major .h’ifcydlugli, and two hundred mon of 
tlio hill Ihuijal) Infantry, under (Japtain Hall, to roinforco tli.o nuiin 
hodj' of the JilghlanderH. 'I'lio olhiet of tliia addition to the British 
fifcrengih ad onoo bc'eamn apparent to the Afghans on the other aide 
of the vulh'y, who, now alive to the faet that a British Siuceeas at 
thin point woidd jeopardi/.e theii' whole. poHition, poured down in 
erowdn to the aid of their ovorinatchotl comrades. 'The result waB 
a I'aco for the rlisputed position between the two oppo,sing foroes, 
a T'aee in W'hieh the ns.sailatit.s won ; for, at .sight of the swiftly 
approae.hing Afghan reinforeeinentB, tlio Britisii troops redoubled 
their elloi'tM, and almost siinultanoously swept tha we.stern lull.s 
clear ol the enemy and eaj'riod tho whole of his Hrst lino of defence, 
though, to the last, the Afghans disputed every inch of ground, 
gathering in grouiis behind the rooks soattorod over the Burfnee of the 
ridge, and charging out itpon their ..pullers with a fury which oar Ad 
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(jlu'in oner to Mitliiu Ulirty yjutlH of tlio (iiii'klias, vvlio, no l(>‘.s liravc, 
lecoivorl tlioin with 11 Hloaily lin' under which, at the Iasi iiioiuent, 
they wavered and broke. lji('utenanl A. ft. Marlin, ad’inlanl/ ol 
the regiiuenl, Kpei'ially distingniahoil himwelf on lids oeeasain.' 

Covi'rerl bythe nionntain giins and gatliiig.s tlu' hil ler soon janiined 
— the 72nd IJiglilandens and (In' blli (hirklias, led by IjieidenanI I). 
Cliosncy vvith a company of tin- 2.‘)rd 1‘ionet'r.s, non advanced (,o 
the eapturo of the enemy', s second lini' of tlefenee. In a levr bold 
nialicH, tliey crossed the live or .six hundred yard.s lying hclwet'ii il 
and them, and a.s they daslu'd upon its ei'iilii' t«o eompanie;, of 
the !)2nd lli|rhlander,s uiulcr ( 'ajilaiii K, II. Oxley, helonging (o W'ldie’.s 
Force, foil mu'Xjieetedly upon its left ilank. (‘onfu,s<'d by Ihi' double 
attack, tlu' Afghans ,S[)Ut up ini.o two, (heir right Hying lowai'ihs 
ludald, pur, sued by a wing of the 72n<l mid<‘!' Major ( ', M. Sloekwell, 
their left lalling back on their main position. Ibit here (hey nlfered 
no ,yuoh .stidihorn re.Miwlunoi' as had marked (.Ik* defenee of (heir lirs(, 
lino, the fear of bi'ing (alcen in reverse two companies of (,he dik'd 
Pioneers had quickly gained a footing on Ike ridgo and llu' (I'lupla- 
tion to avaiil llu'mselve.s of (,he many a,veim<'.s of ('.scape opi'u ((t (hem, 
proving too strong for nu'ii with lu'rvi's already shalo'ii by deleaf. 
A few of the la'ttor diseijiliiK'd (.roops joined their e(anrades slill 
holding (Uit on eitlier side tlu' Nawishta (lorge, hu( tlu' gmali'r number 
were, rqoii in full flight — some hurrying haek to Kabul ovi'r llm lulls, 
otlicns taking advantagi' of the Mj'ilish lack of Cavalry (o dash aeiosw 
the open ground at their foot to the .slu'lter of (!m Clarnleh V'nlh'y ' ; 
and, by 3.46, the whob of tlm centre and right of tlu'ii' strong posiiiou 
wa.s in Baker’s hands. 

To explain the timely helii afl'orde<l (,o the. left, British Column 

1 Roberts’s JtoHpatolr of the ‘iOfcli l><itol)()r. 

a “The wjwit of Cavalry was liuro pidiifully ajuiareuf., as (he r(<lrea(iag 
imssRS of (ho Afghiurs could easily have lieoti overtakea, the slopiag ground 
hotaveeu imlaki and the lulls being admirably suitoU for a niirHUil." (ileu.'aiiun, 
p. 33.) 
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by llic riglil, l.iic l(i(/t,(‘r’n (oi'Uinrn niiiMj, now !»(> followed, from the 
nioiticiil. wlu'i) its iHiiiimaiKliM- l•{'(■(■ivt•(l iiists'iietions tn get hi.s artillery 
witiiin I'aiige (it till' Nawislitii (hirge, and to hold his euiValry in ihsuIi' 
ness to dash l<hrongh it at (Iw first sign of a weakening of the enetny. 
Wddte’s lirst ant v\as i.o [aish forward the |)atrols of the, Dili Ijiuieoi'iS 
and 14th He/igal Oav'/dry, which, early i/i the day, had fallen hac'k 
on liiuling tluanselvt's in the. pn'seuee of a strongly jiusted yVfghaii 
army, niul to support (fa'in by two conpianies of the f)2nd High- 
laiiiderH, whose eoiniuunder, (laptain Oxley, was direeted to drive 
in th(' pickets inunedia.t()ly in his front ; his second, to order Parry 
to shell a, hill, swarming with Afghans, on the Hrifcisli right Hank, 
\i itli tlu' three guns fl 1) Itoyal Artillery. O.xlcy soon drove in tlio 
(lielo't.s, hot shell after sln-ll Inirst in vain over the crest of the hill. 
I'roteeted hy iv strong lino of Hangars the Afghans stood steadfastly 
to their standards, ei'ouehing as they saw the guns sighted and after 
each disehai'go spj'inging to their feet witJi derLsive dn’ors to pom' 
a volley itd.o their ofiponeuts h(dow,‘ 

Perceiving tlurt neither artillery nor infant/i'y lire liad any practical 
ellVel. upon tlie enemy, VVldte determined to .storm tlie piwitii^n in 
jierson. At tiro iiead of (laptain 11. R. Cotton’s oomiriuiy of the 
!12nd lliglilaiiders, lio pronijdly .scaled tlio hill, and, in the tooth 
of a volioy wlueli laid low five of ids men, clarahered over tlie Irroast- 
work, ami fell n|)on the Afghans who, incontinently, gave up the 
game and ran foi' tlieir iive.s.“ The capture of this bill gave VVhito’’s 
trcKiji.s some security on thoir rigid) ; novoi'tliole.ss tlieir po.sitioil 
during ilia halt, that followed was one of great peril ; and had the 
forces opposed to tlicm licon coinpo.scd of tribosineii fighting in the 

( Diilni’s lireolkcUaiw of ihc liaind (Jam iiais/ii, ji. L’JG. 

2 “ (I’ho (.lade grow] kills wont up tlio stoop, roclty liill-sido at a lino rate, 
tiwugk one woulti ouoiisionally drop and roll sovoral foot down tlw slope. . . . 
liodi sidoB took advanlngo of every available atom of oovor, but still the kilts 
presHod on and up, and it was altogether as pretty a piece of Light Infantry 
drill tw could well be Boon,” (Major Mitford, p. 20.) ^ 
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way tiafjural to mountainooriS, liny would [iroltidily have hrcii over 
wlidmod. Luckily, their oitpoiieiiLa wcm’c wcpoys, just audicii'nl ly 
trained to liavc' t'orgotteii their old (.aeticH, hut not. di,s<‘i|i1iiied (miom^Ii 
to prolit by tJie iulvimtiif>(! eonlerred on them by their luimhi'i'a and 
the, .strength of their iirtillery ; so the interval, during which vielory 
ndglit have been their.s, reiiiaineil mmsed, and when VVdiili', oh.sening 
that Hakci '’.4 atlaeic \vaM making good progress, onleia'il a general 
advance, their opportunity had gotie by for ev('r.‘ 

The order to advanoo was <pnekly exoeiit.ed. Ovlcy, with (,wo 
companioB of tlus t)2nd, wheeled to ULh h'ft t(» a.sHi,sl. liaker's (.roop.s 
in capturing the enemy’ .s second line of dtdViu'o ; a sniidl delneln 
ment of the same regiment .stormed another isolidi'd hill on Wliife’a 
right; and Majoi’ Hammond, h'fiving the llth Hettgal Laaeei.s to 
escort tho gurus, jU’essed forwai’d witli the !)lh Ismec'i's aud ftlh l’(iu|al) 
Cavalry, and after stw/,iug two ])ieees of e!\nuon at the mouth of the 
tSaiig-i-Nawislita (forge, penetrated nearly t.o its eentre. Here, liuding 
that tho enemy had ero.s.se(l tho river and lak(si shelt»u' among the 
])reoipitous hills rising abruptly from its I’ight, hank, he halt.ed to 
allow Major Hay to come uj) with the iuhud.ry, eoiisisting of n, eom 
pany of the l)2nd under Jiioutenaiit l>. 1*’. (lonlou, and Ikitcn'son’.s 
•detachment of the 2,‘!rd Hioiienrs. ’rhe.so troop, s had followed hard 
on the heels of tin; cavalry till, on arriving at the iintt of tile Hte(‘p 
conioal hill, tho importance of which had been noted by Roberts 
and Maegregor, they disoovci’ed that tliey had got on the Hank of 
a Battoiy of Arinstroiigs, .so well concealed by the imspuditie.s of 
the ground that tlm Liuneers had ridden po,sfc it wit.hout sus[)eeling 
its existence. Hager to outstrip each otluw, .Scot and Sikh raced 
for tho prize, and the Afghan gunners lied without tii'iug a shot..-’ 

1 “Oar oompaiatively siiiall io,ss and easy viuhay worn, tm doiiht. dun 
to the fact of tho oueniy opposing us being ohintly eoiuposfui of sopoys. who 
do not fight like tho mass of tho people wo luul opposod to us iift<a'Wiu'dH.’* 
(Duke’s Iia:.olk(iUons, pp. 143, 144.) 

2 Duke’s liecollMions, p. 138, 
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'I’lu' 1 1 mli'i'fi tJicii (’limix'd (.lie liili, killed i|,s IVw veiiuiiiiinp; 
drlViuk'i s, ,111(1 ('((iikiiced kwolve im)iiii(,(i,iii giiii.s id posilinii ticiic its 
.siiiiiidil, \\-liil,sl, I lie rioiK'ei'H jdiiK'd Uie (iiividcy, ;uul ilio L\v<i iogeUiei' 
|di, sill'd ii|i I lie gorge l,o iiiiCi'()Wd.sl, point,, where (hey hivoiiacked 
near a iiiiiall imid rorl..' 

IJy 5 )).iii. Ihiker hiul eollenti'd (he .seirkkered iini(,.s of lii.s force, 
joined haiulH willi \Vhil,(^’s eolniiin. and iniule, his (.lisponi(,ionn for 
Hie night, . 'I'hi' Hth I’linjal) Infantry and ( Inrrie’.s I’ioneers bivouacked 
in t,he plain on the^Kahnl nido of (,lio eneniy',s main position; the 
72nd Highlanders, (ho Stli (liirkhas, a.nd t,he IVlountaiu Ua,(,tery on 
the heights a hove tlu' gorge. No water wa.s jirocurablo, and for a 
(,inio the wounded mdlered from lack of al.liendanoe, as the h’iidd 
llos)iitiil (lid not eomo iij) (.ill 2 o’clock I, ho next irioi'iiing.” t’ortii- 
liid.ely, an will he seen from the aeeompimyiiig Tarhli', they were bat 
few, remarknhiy lew, ooimidering (ho .strength of tlii' jiositioiiH takem 
hy di.ri'et asHii.iilt ; 

KIbHKI) AND VVOUNDIOI) IN Tlll'l AH'l'lON Of OllAltAHlAB. 

Oiai'roi'inH. 

l.ieiileimul, (k It. (I'lirgusHon, 72iid (fighlmidorH, woundud, 

{'njiUdu Yiaiiifi;, rdli I’mijid) I iitantry, soverely woumksd. 

Hni'geoii A. Dniieim, 2;trd I’ioneais, (liingei'uusly woundeil. 

Mf'ia. 



Kilh'd, 

Wounded, 

lull bmieelii ..... 

0 

1 

,'dh Puiijnh Havnhy .... 

1 

*2 

7diiil Higlilimdew .... 

. .( 

bt 

ll'ind Uighlninlcru .... 

4 

in 

d.'lrd J’iiiiieoi'H .... 

1. 

''Z 

(ilh I’unjali hifiinlry .... 

4 

4 

.')(,h (hirkliiiH 

■1 

in 

7 til Coiinmiiy bappei'H and Aliiiei’H 

0 

3 

Total 

IS 

(1.6 


Five dliooliediDiu'orH wore jilao killed and ftnir wonnded. 

( Kegimoutal Hocords, 6Ui Punjab tlavaky, p. 46. 
s l)uke‘£t Mmolkcdona, p. 144. 
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THK SI'', CONI) A !''(;} JAN 'VVAI-J 


Ktom infonuiUion sul)siM|iii'i»lly nrcivcd, il was .isccrlainnl (hat, 
Uio Afgluui loracH ciift.iHcd al, ( 'liarahial) coii.sihLi'd ol lliiilc('n ivifi 
iiicuth of ref^iilai' (,if>i)|>.s su|)|)l('ni('uU‘d by coid.iiuv'iiis llii' cily' 

and adjaci'ulj villaj^as, iiudi'r l,lu> ciiiiiiiiaiu! ol I ho Aiiiii' s iinrlo, iSir<lai 
iNok Mahomi'd Kluui, w liow' Jioulonaiils won- (h-iK-rals IMalinmod 
Kazitu Khan, CInilain Jlydor Khan, Af/.nl Khan, and Iho (hooi'iior 
of Khohi, Sirdai- Walionu-il Zanmn KInuv. 'I'lu-ii' lonsos Kohorfa 
ohliniaU-d al, throe Innulvod nion killod and many wonrah-d. I)nk(- 
.slato.s tiluiti I'owo)' than a hiinclfod hodio.s won- oonnii-d on llio th-ld, 
and Utallooul n-porLs plaood l,lio loLal niimhorol' I, la- (load and ucaiialod 
al, abnid, live Inuiclia-d, lad,, a.s idl l.la- lal.b-f, aiul probably many 
of t,lio former, ■were oarriod oil’ by i.hoir rol ri-jd.inj' ooim'ados, il, in 
imjioHsiblo In nay whioli f(iioHs oana- fla- noa,ror io Mio truth. 

(Ivcid, an were the aiv.\iotioH botuo, that (itli day of Oololan', by 
Jbikor and VVlulo, they w('r(! loan tliaii llioso whioli w'oip,hod njion 
their (.loinniaiidor. To waioh for lioiiis the IhiolnationM of a, linhl, 

Ku ni'av an to be a.blo to nolo individual aot.s of aallantry ^ In l^now 
tliat otio eaii do nothing to dot(-rminn its is.siio. Unit all tlie troops one 
could give, have been given, and that those toft la-hind are too h-w to 
provide a sure refuge foi- tta-uisi-lv(-s and llu'ir oomradns in oasi' tlu- 
attaok .should fail, as more-, than once ,s(-emod likely, no(-ds a higlu-r 
courage and stronger powers of (-ndurutuio than to diroot an oupugi-moiit 
or load a storiuing column ; and no man ooidd luiiVi- goiu- throngh 
the ordeal more hraveiy tluvu >Sir Kredoru-.k Itola-rls. Ibu-kod svilh 
fear for the safety of his troops, of Ids .sh-h, of his store, -i, of tlin thousands 

1 In his acrouut ol llu) haltlo of ( 'Imrasiah, tnu-d IIoIioiIh mnidiouH luiving 
(vatelu-il a yuuiig wildier, I’rivato MnoMahnii of llio 7lliid 11 ighlandor.s, aoraitdlli' 
uj) Iho, crags at tin.' head ol a, low (hirklias wilh wlitiiii, on roaoliiug Iho Miiuaiil, 
ho charged lumio wilh Iho liayoiiot. Por (his art of gullaulry MiicMiihon 
rereivc-d the Vii-toria Cross, {Ii'q4ij-0w Years in iwlia, jip. -ibS, PI!),) 

hi his des])at('h Kohorls id, so uioulioiis llio giitlant oonduct ol bioid eiumt: 
It. A. (Jnint, who witli a siiiidl parly of the OPnd flighliiiuk'n, laid disfodged 
a body of Iho enemy, who wore eiuwing murh tituioyiuiuo to ouo of Ifut oul lying 
I)ickot.s.~H. B. H. 
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of (‘ain))-follo\vera avIio looked to hiiri for iJi'otpctioii, ko attended 
calmly lo every del, ail ky which the peril could b(' lightened, .sotidiiig 
out cavalry |>atrola, lo drivo o(T the trihcsnuui, establiahiug strongly 
foi'iili('d ()ul|) 0 ,sls, and seeing lo it that the work of putting the cam]) 
iido a stal<‘ ol defence went on without intertniMsion. All fhat lu' 
did was well done, but inexpiessihle must have hoen his relief when 
Ihe danger, against which he waa providing, liad been diapclh'd, and 
the load lo Kabul lay clear before him. 


OB.siii;vvriON^ 

Mir h. t'oberls'.s tiniuntty in leaving behind hini a gi'cat niouutaiu 
hiirricr and invading a hostih' country will) a weak I’oi'cc, eipiipped 
willi hiudly half its pro|)(‘r eojiiph'uu'nt of lrunM])o]t, recalls the reok- 
lesHUOHN of Mir .lohn Keane svlien, in JS-Kl, ho miu'ehed on Kahnl with- 
oid. his heavy guns, though he kiuwv that the strong fortre.s.s of (llia/.ni 
lay helAvet'ti him and his goal. Holli eominander's escaped the iiatnnd 
eonS('<|uenees of tiu'ir ra.shnes,s, hut both invited the censure passed 
on (he eldei' of the tw'o l)y Mil' Ih'ury Duraiul, wdien eonnnenting on 
the sneees.s w'hieli ei'ow'neil Keane’.s illegillinate taetics, and the rcwuu'ds 
which- it earned fui' him ; - 

“ A gi'ateful country may on sueli an occasion jioiir forth its titles 
and its honours, not making men’s merits the measure of its bounty; 
hut it will nevertheless act wisely in rememhei'iiig that wnir has its 
prinei|)h's, and that to hazard, heedless of militai'y pin deuce, soldiors’ 
lives (uul a eouuliy’s fame upon a gamostej'’ri throw is to court a 
stern j'chukr'.” ‘ 

What madi' Hubert s’, s marc) i specially censurable was the aheenco 
of any urgent necessity for incurring the risks lie elected to run. His 
ohji'et was not to bring succour totho living hut to avenge the dead, 
and vongrjuncc' could havo waited till those, dejmted to execute it were 


t The, First Ajyhun IFflr, by Durand, ]i. 1S4. 
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pi'Ojipi'ly oi'g.mizcd for Uic kxHk. l’of!Hil)ly tlio qiiPHLiou ol RiiU’ did 
oiitcj' into ilu' Indian (iovei'iniiont’H docihion to abiindon iln oiiyiiiid 
plan of ooc'Ujiying Kabul siitmlliauooii.sly witli hi'O I'oroc.s, ibo otu' 
iulvuinciug by the Ivliylxu', llio otlu'f by tbo Sbiiliirgai'dan ; bid. ii 
cannot liavc ('(nd.cmjilalcd sending one iiUio vVI'glia/niMtan imdci’ con 
ditions opposed to “ iiiilifary pindenee,” and eei'fainly (be Coin- 
niander-in-( lliief belic'ved Kobind.s to have nil (,he (.iiinspoit bi' needed. 

Tliore in a pa.ssage in one of Napoleon ’n lell.ei’H ‘ i.o Ids brolliei' 
Joseph which in so a,[)])licablo to (ibis inai'ch on Kabul as to di'servi' (o 
be (juoted in bill. 

'riie King of Spain had ooueeived a jilan I'oi' lh(‘ oeenpa.Iion of 
Madi'id, which involved tlu' aba.ndonmeid. of his eonimnnicalions 
and i,h(' placing of a dec'p and lofty chain of nioimiains between him 
and l<''ra.nee, and the gi'catt'st of .Htrafegists reji'cled (his scheme in Ihe 
i'olloiving pungent words ; — 

“ d’ho ])voposal is (,o march on Mmlrid with bO, ()()() men, ki'cping 
them together, and aliandoning all eomnuinieations with krancc. 

“The art of wai' is an art founded on princi|»lcM which miisl nof. 
bo violated. . . . 'J’o lose, one’s line of o|KM'a(iionH is a movement so 
dangerous that to b(' guilty of it is a crime. 'To )U’escvv(‘ it is necessary 
in order to avoid being .si-parati'd from one's depot, which is Ihe poitd. 
of rendfw.vou.s, and the [ilaci' to wliieh one’s [n'isonci'H, uomideil, and 
sick are to be sent. . . . But at this instant to rush itdo the inlcrior 
of Spain, without any organized ecmtre or magazines, with hostile 
armies on one’s flank.s and in one’s rear, would be an alttmi[(t 
without proeodi'ut in tlu' history of the world. 

“ If, before Madrid was taken, and depots of sulxsislimw' for eight 
or ten days and of ammunition were provided, this army wi'i-e beuti'H, 
what would beoouic of it ? Whore would it rally '1 Where would 
it send its wounded ? whence, would 1(, draw its auiiplii's ^ Idw U. is 
only provided for ite ourmit wants. Nothing morn need be said. 


i Hejitombor iClli, fSOM. 
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'riioHc' wlu) (lari' to r(’('(ninn('nd micli n stop wonlcl bo Idio firat to lose 
1 heir li('adn as houu hh tlie r('HiiltH bi'i^an to sliow itw al).siirdity. . . . Tlds 
scIk'iiu', opposi'd iiK it in to all tlii' riiloH of war, iiuiwt bo givt'ii up. A 
gi'iioial who attomiiti'd micIi an oporiUiim would ooininit a oriiuo.’" 

'I'lii' OIK' point in vvliioli this Htorn oonib'inuation does not ap]ily to 
ih(' aullmr of tli(' inaroh tliroiigli tbo, Logar Valk'y, is tla^ pri'ilii'tion 
tlijit tlioMi' wlio would (biro to ri'cniniiiond .sncli an ofiorntioTi would 
bo tbo iirsi, to los(' tlu'ir lu'ad.s wbon brought fiu'o to face witit its 
rosiilts. Wliatovi'r might liavo be('U tbo ca.so with Joseph Konaparte, 
Mir Ih'cdorick Itoberts lo'pt his hi'ad, and by Ids dooision and oooltK'ss 
in ili(' bour of p('ril a,vort('d tlio cala.stroplie whieh liis rashiU'ss had 
invilod. "To Ibilfor and White,'’ to riuoto Maogri'gor’s g(m('r(>ii.s 
words, “ b('long |iriiu!i[)ally thc' honours of tlie light,” ' but it is (pies- 
(ioiinblc nlu'tlu'r ttud/ light would havo provi'd a. victory, if tlu'so 
oOioi'i'H, and not only tlioy, hub cvi'iy man uiuler tlieir onh'rs, had 
not fi'lt tiu' inspiring irifluoiujo of their c.omiuandi'i'’.s indotniiablo 
couragis and unshakable conliik'nc’c in Iiiiu.si'lf and thorn. 

I Ujt' of i.‘^ir (Jhnrku Jflaiyrcgor, Vo). LI. ]>. 121) 
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Operations before Kabul 

Eajily on tlio morning of tlio 7tli OcfcolxT, (lie mareli nan i'('Hunie<l. 
Roberts led the way vvit.li tin* C'avalry and a iioi'lion of (lie llnd 
Brigade ; Baker and tlie j'einaindm' of his troo))H foliowisl a few lioiirs 
laiev ; whilst Macplieraon, who had arrived in eainp ihe pri'vionn 
ovetving too late to take part in tin' aetion, remained a si'cond niglit 
at Cliarasiab. Except in the (loi-gi', no resistanee was olhaed and 
there the Jufantry easily sw'e])t it a.side. iSo far as disiaaiei' was eon- 
cerned, Kabul niiglit have lieen n'aehed that day ; hnt as it was iiiiHafe 
to approacli too nc'ar tlio city till the wliole force was at il.'S eoiu- 
nrander’s disposal, tlio haU^ was made at Ben-i-Hissar, a lai'gi' village 
lying two miles to the sontli-east of the Bala, lli.ssar. (Rivalry palrols 
that had pashed on ahc'ad of the- Brigade, ridiirned lo n'port that, so 
far as they could judge, both the Citadel and tlu' city were di'serted 
hy the enemy, and from the chief merehanls of iJie (own, who eanie in 
to visit him, Roherts learned that the Afghan troojw, reinloreol by 
some of the townspeople, had withdrawn i,o the hills bi'hind (he eity. 
With morning came the news tliat they had abandoned t,he tilierpue 
cantonments and were falling back in the direction of (Jhazni. To 
cut then.' line of retreat, Roberts despatched Dunham Ma.ssy, with 
725 sabres, in such haste that there was no time to projiorly (irovision 
either men or horses. 

Keeping the Bala Hia,sar and Kabul on their left, Massy and Ids 
men galloped nearly north, through a richly cidtivated country, studded 
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with (.'oiiidcd croHW'd tlu' Wiali pliitwia iirul doscendod lo 

iSliorpuf, to litid thid, the AfKli.im had left bohuid them Hoveiity-tlu-oo 
])U'0('.4 of caimoii of dilleieul oalUtre.s, and liv^e howltzei'H, but liadbfowji 
ii[) the ma,i!;ii/.im', the (‘xplosioii damaging a eoi'ner of the canton- 
iiK'ntw’ defene(',s. Looldng westward, they <'onld aeo that tlie enemy, 
with gmiH, was , still strongly (sitnaiehed on the heights oveiiooldng 
the, city and the l)eh-i-lVIazang (huge, through which the Kabul 
River breaK's its way from the (lhai'df'h into the Kabul Valley. After 
heliogra[)hing (hese inipoj'tant facts to Rolan'ts, Massy detaohprl two 
squadrons io waleh 11 h> open country, and with tlu' remainder of his 
little force slarled afresh to eairy out tlu* m.iin object of his ox])edition. 
In front of liiin, sl.reliching for threo miles norlh-westward, fnan the 
Deh-i-Ma/ang (Jorge lo the Kanachi Pass, lay a steej), j'oohy ridge, a 
thousand hs't high, known as the Asmai Heights. 'I’lie shortest way 
iiLlo (fio Cluu'deh Valley is liy tlu' Aliahafl Pass, u'hieli piorcjos the 
ridg(' veiy near its e('titre ; hut lliinking that road wandd, probably, 
be closed against lum. Massy took tlu' longer route, through the wider 
and shallower di'ina'SHion which .separates tin' Asmai Heights from 
the chain of lulls to which they really helong. In the Pass, live 
villagers, apparcudly on the way to join the enemy, were captured, and 
on tlu'ir r(>poiiing that everything was (piiet in the (lharcleh Valley, 
wore pi'cssed iiitc* the Biitish service as guides. Once through the 
ga,p, Dunham Massy wheeled his men sharjily to the left, and as they 
rode down tlu' reveu’se sifh^ of the Kt'igiita they were fii’ed into by 
unseen foes. No oiu' was hurt; but for a moment there was some 
eonfu.sion, talcing advantage of which the iirisoner.s tnachi a dash lor 
fretMom, Masily overtaken, they were at once brought bade and 
shot.' Leaving tiie bodies of tlu'se unfortunates in the " sheltered 

1 Major Mitfiud, With the Cmmlnj tlrigude fo Kabul, pp. 44, 45. Ilotmman, 
however, gives a dilfereal. version o£ duK incidciU. “ 'rhey,” tlio live villagers, 
he writes. “ U'caeho’ously (trod urlo Uio baum's after having salaamed to thorn 
as they passed ” ; bid Major’ Milford, who was .suettnd in eomnlaiicl of the 
Laiieora, would certainly not have omitted lo mention an excuso for the shooting 

6 
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nook" wliicli had \vi luo.ssod Ra'ii- (woouiion, (Jio C!av;ili'y gallopoil on 
Ull (hey eaitK' in Higbt- of the AfglmuH enefunpeil iieni' Mio village of 
J)(h-i-lVlaKang ju.sl, wliere. the (lliiizfu cniul (MDergea froni (lie (lorge 
of (,lio Kalml Rivi'j'. hearing (.n the right, iVla.sMy .Ml^rnek (,he sanie road 
some dislancie to tlu' west of tin* eain|), anil neross it eslahlislied a. 
long line, of ohwei'vatiim ])()sts. 'riieae fully served (he imiiioae ul 
containing tins enemy, and if ItohertH’s infantry liad a,tta,eke(l at a-ny 
time during tlic day and driven tlie Afghans from the lulls, I)nnham 
Massy’s woll-glacecl eavalry would have indicted heavy loss on the 
fugitives ; Imt no attaelc was made, a,nd, at nightlidJ, Massy, reeog- 
iming that, in the, dai'k, imrsuit over a eountry eni/ np by waiiereourseH 
would Iks imprnoticable, withdriwv tiui whole of his force to the shelter 
of some walled etielosures near the village of Aliahad. 

Roberts was as anxious to give the. (!a.vah'y a.ii opporl.iuiity of 
pursuing the enemy as they to avail tlu'inselve.s of it, hut I hough on 
receipt of Massy’s heliogram ho ilospa, tolled liaker with the imnmtaiu 
guns, the i’epaiM3d gatlings, the !l2ud Highlanders a,nd the 'ilhd 
rionoerKS, to drive the Afghans from the hills a, hove, the eity, and sent 
on Macphe.rsou’s vanguard a.s soon as it ()a.m(! up, to reiiil’oree liim, 
ho failed to eoncoutrate a sutUciont force early enough in the day, at 
a point from wliicli an aUaclc could have hcen delivered, lia-kermade 
all passible haste, but tlu‘ march over the steep ISher Darwa/.a Heights 
— the range of hills which overlook the Bala llissar was so arduous 
that the afternoon was well advanced before he eoiild gain a position 
in rear tif Kabul and its Citadel, and bring his guns to hear on the 
Afghans facing him on tlie, nortlie.rn side of the HeU-i-Mn'/.ang Corge, 
a yawning cliasm, sixteen hundred feet in deptli ’ ; and it was [la-st 

of flieae men, if tliuro laid been one to plead. PosHibly, other villagers met. t,ho 
amne fate, for Heiisinan attrliailes the idiBoneii of any iittank on AhwHy’w I'oree 
“ to the exemplary .severity wo luivo sliowu in sliooling all nien eaiight in iU'ius 
against ns ” (ffeitsnuw, p. -19). 

> Before Baker ooiilcl have attaoked Uo would have had to di'.seend l.filKJ feet 
and then oHnib up iho opposite side, whleli was nearly as Irigli aud (piile an 
ateop. — B. H. 
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(iv(' o’clock' Ix'I'orc (ilu' lir«(. oL' Miicpliernon’.s kroojis cdine up. They 
lu'Duglit him ilm aimoiinueiuenk iliat he might, eouuL on further roin- 
I'oreeiueiiLs ('lu'ly oil the morrow, and for thewe, in liin igiioraiiec of 
t,he enemy’, s ,si,rengtli mid di.spu.sitioiw, lie determined to wait. 

Tile wun went down t.hat evening on a scattered British force. 
Oil the iSlier l)ur\va/a lleigiiks lay Bnker vvdtli tlie bulk of lii.s Brigade 
and the moiuitiiiii guns ; on one side of the Asniiii Heights, Dimham 
Massy and a Few liiiiidred trooper.s ; on the other .side, the two , squad- 
rons he had left io guard ids eoiumunication.s ; further north, Hugh 
Ooiigh with trim gnus of h’ A Itoy.al Horse Artillery and a .squadron of 
eavalry, wliieli Itolierts liad desfiii.toliod to wateli the IColiiytan road, 
oil hearing that the three iiiutinoii.s regiimmt.s wliicili had gone oil to 
Kolii.stim afi.nr tlm deiitriudiion of the Re.sidene.y, were on tlu'ir way 
hack Io Kahid ; and, at Ben-i-Hi.s,sar, lloberts with the reniamder 
of the giiiiM, a IVagmeiit of Baker’.s Brigade, and, for a few honr.s, 
Miiepherson’.s main hody, waiting for the moon to rise to liglit it on its 
rough way up the Hlier DarwiiKii HeighUi; — an anxiou.s outlook for a 
(ioiiimandei' Imrdisied witli the e.oiise,iou,snesH that hi.s KUiqilie.s wcno 
nearly e.vhaimted,' his eoniniunieations lost, and harassed with reports 
of the iijiproaoh of fresli foen- -three regimeut.s hurrying up from 
(ihai'.rii • and the Hliilzais from To/.in and Missarak, who had arrived 
too lat.e 1.0 i,ake fiart in the engagement at (.Jharasiab, lianging about 
in till) ne'igldiourheod, watehing events," But with the dawn eanie 
relief from anxiety. At l.BO a.m., a strong patrol under OapUiu H. 
Paterson had started out by moonlight to discover if any change had 
t,aluiu plaee in the enemy’s disposition, s. Between four and live 

I Bxlmcli fi'oin (lio Diiiry of (Inlonol (Jliarlcs Maogrogcir, Boboiti-i’s Chid' 
of the iStalT, diiled 8di October • “Wo have nearly eaten all our provisiona, 
ami if VC worn to bo wnrsted, not only would the whole country be uji, but 
\vc Hliould get no supplies, f hope Rohorta’a luck will carry him through j 
bill, wo arc playing a risky game, and if a disastw takes place 't what thou ? 
It Jb all very well as long as tilings go smoothly.'’ (P. 1 138.) 

a Ata'hmwkui (IBHb), No, 1, p. lit). 
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o’clock the patrol r('LiinuHl, bringin'i; with if, soni(' prisouc'i'w, capf lived 
on the river bank, Ironi whoin Pater, sou luul aseerfained fliati lifie 
A fghariH liacl aliaiKloncsl tlieir e!ini|), gnuH and ek'pliauls, a,nd (li.spei’sed ; 
HOC) inminU'd men, undiM' iheir leader Malumied -lan, aloni' l^i'epinu; 
togethei' and making for (jlia'/.ni. When Maepliei'Min arrived ai, 
daybreak to take, na ai'ninr olliei'r, tlie command ol' l,he (mops on 
the Daiwaza Heights, he found no enemy to engage; and Massy’s 
nii'n scoured the eonntry ])i'aetically in vain, for, with the (‘vei'plion 
of a few small partie.s overtaken and cut up by tin' dth Punjab Cavalry, 
the whole of the huge force, which a few hoins befoi'i' had presented 
so formidable a,n a.speet, had disappeared ; .some l,o hide in ludlalis, 
some to seoJv aaf(‘ty among t,h(' hilln, but the griaiter pait, lo l•et-ul■u l,o 
their homos, tlieri' to la,y asido thoir weapons and resniiu' l.hc'ir ordinary 
lives a.s bnvnsfolk or villagers, till some fn>sli opjmrtimily of strilving a 
blow at their invadej's should again call (hem to arms. 

In tlie course of the day, llols'rts .shifted his eainp from Piemi- 
HiSiSar to the Hiah Kang Height, s, tiu' low jilaliean crossed hy Urn 
Cavalry the previous day. It lies hctvveeii the diris't road lo India 
and the Kabul llivcr, and eunutiauds the city of Kalml, half a mile 
away on the West, and the walletl eantonmeiit of iSiievpnr, distant a 
little over a mile on the North-west. Here, la,t(' at night, the whoh* 
British li'orce was once more as.seiubled, except two .sipiadrims of (he 
12th Bengal Lancers, who had hc'cn ordered to continue the pui'suitof 
Mahomed Jau a, ml his followers ; l.lie .'ith fhirkhas and four guns No. 2 
Mountain Battery, left in occupation of the Sher Darwa/a Height, s; 
and the 5tli Punjab Cavalry, who luul luovi'd into Khei'piir to ttrotiad, 
the captured gun.s. 

Ho ca.sualtiea had attended tlie opm'fitions wltich luul come lo ,mo 
sudden and satisfactory a close ; but lioth men and horses were greatly 
in need of re.st after tiiree days of liard woi'k on little to eat, and some 
of the, latter .sub.seipu'ntly died of the fatigue a,ud hardships lliey luul 
undergone a lo.ss, smaJl in itself, but none tlie ies.s of imporUuice to 
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ii, foiTi' \v(‘ak in cfiviili'y, in a oountry wlii'ro Uierc was no |jossihiliiy 
of maluii|.f if h'oiimial,fly, .siipplioH were, ahiind-anf, fo?’ thougli 

sli'icL (ii'dcrs were issui'cl I'oi'liKliliiig ii.ny mctulK'i' of ttio from 

orUoi'infi; Uio cily, iiR'i'cliaaLs wore onoouragod to bring tlunr goods 
into oanip, v\liioli uas soon (illod witli tlicij' .stalls, among tiu'so the 
nio.st atti'in'tiv(' being (ho, so laden wKib friat of nuiiiy kinds and 
cx(piiHii,o ((iialil.y - t.lus one j)rodnot in vvldeli tlio province of Kabul 
excels a,U other eouutries. 

' “ Iloi'.seH and iiieu of all (he reKinieul.s oiil, wi(ii fieiioral Massy woi'o quite 
('\liaiis(ed when (hey at last refielied (hoir ((uaiiei'.s Ikm-o. Some Heoi'(! of horses 
wei'e lonl, on the road, iiiiviug IKendly died in lianieH!i.” (Ilensmau, p. 48.) 



' t!JlAl’Tlj]U IX 

The Abdication oi Yakub Kban 

Ow iho I nil ot' Ootuhi'i’, iSii' li'rcclcrick liohci'I.K (uul lii.s Cliicl ol IJit) 
ytalT iufijieiited tlio ISala II isKar, (Uul visited the, still siiundderitii.!; I'uiiiii 
of the Llesideney, A few (ield and iiioinitMiu gmis were diseeveced atul 
there were iudkiatious that the 7\i'scnal o(>ni,iiined Ini'f’e. ((iiiuititieM of 
powder. 

This visit was to bo the preeursor of another ou a very dilTorent 
scale, and before evening it was known in oami) aiut city tlial, <ni the 
morrow a great Durbar would txi hi'ld within the waits of llu' ei(,mlel, 
at ■which the British dominandei’, aceoinpanied by the Amir, his 
Ministers and a inmilie.r of iSirdain, anil I'seorted by his entiro Buree, 
would announce to the jieoplis of Kabul the, will of the Briti.sh govern- 
ment with regard to tliem anil their city; that, at the close of the 
cei'eraony, four of Yakuh Khan’s most powerful adherents weie to 
be arrested, was known only to a few. Blue. Books are silenl. us to 
whether it was intended that thi.s (dan .should include the. Amir, cud 
tiro same reticenco is olwerved in Lord (lohertu’s Autohiogmjihy ; 
but this negative evidence in favour of the view ilmt \'akub Khan 
never oamo within its (jomf).a.ss, i.y more than balanced by Mir (!1 in lies 
Maegregor’s direct tostimony to tbo contrary, given under eonditions 
which exclude all doubt a,s to its truth aiirl gouulnene,H,s. Not yinu’s 
later, but at the time ; not to impugn or vindicate the credit, of the 
person responsible for the scheme, but aa an ordinary en(,ry in a diary 
never intended to meet the public oyo, tlio Clhiof of l.he Stall', fresh 
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from a (.‘oiuiiill-afion at wliicli Uio iirn-Hl, of tho Antii' had lieon decklrrl 
on, hi'iclly i'(‘('ot(l('(l flic faof and nif^nifii'd in blimi fcniiH his own 
appi'oval of the decision, and (lie disapproval of (he I’olifical iSoerofary, 
Mr. Moiiiinei' Oiirand. " Mort.y,” so Miicfrrejfor \vro(,o on flic evening 
of flic I I I’ll of Oelioher, “ is very miioli concerned ahonf the Amir, and 
says he i.s being freaied baiily and condenined vvifliout a hearing, i 
iliink fhei'c is (iiiifc^ enough ]iroof 1.o make, us Huspeofc him, and, if avo 
H iispect. Iiitn, \vc .should quod him. . . . Wrotii mif prograinmo for 
fo-juorro\v, wlu'u wo are to make, our entry into the Bala Ifissar, never 
to go out of ill again I hope. 7'he troojw arc to lino the road, and a 
Sidutf' is to III' fired and the flag hoisted; then wo arc to go into the 
l)irtan-i-Am, and the Amir and all his people, arc to bo quoded.” ' 
'I’lio entry, so positlvi' as to the, dooisiou arriveil at, ends on a note 
of doubt. Durand and Hastings luul got at Itoberts and shaken him 
in liis infeiitions, and the writer did not know' what ho would do. 
VVhothe-r the Bolitieal.s did |)ersuade Boherts to spiivi! Yakub Khan is 
iineei‘ta,in, for events took a turn which resulted in ifio Amir’s dropping 
ultogi‘tlier out of the progranmio arranged by Maogregor ; but, since 
the grave resolve to arro.sf, him had once boon taken, the ipiestiou 
arises of how if, had been rcHclicd, and by w'hat faots and arguments 
Roberts justified it to him, seif. 

Doming distinstful t,o hi.y fir.st interview with the Amir, un- 
favoui'.ahly impressed by his guest’s manner and appearanoo, tho 
Hritish Dottnuauder, wliil.st yielding to Yakub KhanY request to be 
allowed to live outsidir the British camp, had sought to hinder any 
misuse of this privilege by a.ssigning to him a strong .British escort. 
Unfortuua(,ely, this guard, tiumgh it could eentrol the Amir’s move- 
juonts and mark, who wen t in and out of bis tent, could not hear what 
pas.sed hotvvoon hiiu and his visitors, nor ascertain what insti'uotions 
the mounted inosscngers who frequently mob him, carried back to 


1 Life of Sir Ohmies Maegregor, Vol, II. pp. 130, 133. 
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Kabu].' Day by day, Hobort.s’.s mioaHiticHK an lo iJu' niciinin!j: dl' all 
thlH coming and going —an imrasinc.sa akillnlly lo.sl-ci'cd iiy Wall 
Makomod and oLlic’i' onnnk'rt of llio Amir incroma'd and dcciicncd, 
Lill, in fcho end, hi' cainc Lo pnl. on iL Llio wornL poasiblo cons! nicLion, 
and Lo aLLrihulo Lo Yakub Khan e\(‘ry hindr'aiu'c LliaL .sLood in (he 
way of Ilia advanco, from Llio unfrii'ivdliiu'aa ol tlm inhabit aid^H ol I he 
Logar Valley to Llm arjiti'd opposition wliich ho loimd awaitang liim 
at Gluiraaiab.’ ilia ]>ublishod tolograma and loLtora Lo Lho Indian 
(lovernmenL arc no ovidonoo of bia roal foolings ; it is in 
Years in Jvdia, Lliai. they are to lie found; (liero, ovi-ry page on 
wbioh Yakub Khan's name oconrs, rovoals Llio disLrii.si, conU'inpii, a, ml 
dislike with wldoh tlio writer regarded iiim. One iuNlanoo will sidlion 
to show Llio contrast botwoon tlio tone of Llm dospaLolms and that of 
the. Autobiography. It rolato.s to an iiickh'uL whieh lU'ciirred, or is 
said to bavo oocurred, the day befoj’o Llu' light iiL (Jha.ra.siab, Llio ollleiid 
version of vvliioh is given in Llm following I'XtracLs from two lellers Lo 
the GovornmenL of India, the lijvsL dated Ivalml, 2ULh Oelober, llu' 
second, 4th Nov'omher, 18711.' 

“ r think it desirable to mention here that some doubt has bi'en 
thrown upon the conduct of his Jligluie.ss, the Amir, in eoimeetion 
with the. light at (Jluu'asiab. It is saiil that iSivdar Nek Mnliamimid, 
Uncle of Yakub Khan, who had been left in chargi' at Kidiid during 
his Highness's adrseuco, caruc out and liad an interview with his lligli- 
ness on the 5th ; that ho wa.s directed to return at once and .stir up 
the troQxi.s and city people to oppo.se ua, and tliat tlio action of (die (itdv 

1 “ Ho WHS ill oonatiuiL oomnimiieaUtm witli Kabul, and was iiviiuoutly 
beinp, met by inouutod ines.soiif'oi'M.” {t'oH;/ One I'ntr.s in, liidin, Viil. !l. p. ‘iUP.) 

2 “It was pliiiu frmu tlicsi' orouvrimw.s . , . (Iml -1110 generally 

were not disposed to be fvicadly. kroni (ho .Vmir I oould exlviud no iiifm’tiiidiou 
on tlds head, althuugli lie iiumt Imvo boon ftilly aivai'e of 11io fooliiigH and 
iutentious oi hia sirbjwste.” (Ibid.) 

3 Ibid. pp. ‘210, 211. 

* Afghanistan (1880), No. I, x>x’- 154 and Ifili. 
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was ftaiglil, in dircol, nljcdit'nro to tlio Amir’s ortiors. Nolc Muluimmad, 
aft(‘r an ait(‘m|)t to Irciit for |)iir(lou, )imh now ilisappcfirei), and it is 
not oissy (o fworluiii (ho truth of the story; t)\it 1 l\avo roasun to 
boiiovo IJiali an ijdotviovv took phua*, as stated, that N('lc Miduunmad 
tlu'i'on()oii oallod out. tlio troops and oity ))(>oplo toj' a holy wa,i’ in the 
name of t.lio Amir, atul tliat liu (ummiaiidod in poi'son during the action 
of the (ith. I shall ilo my host (,o obtain further evidence in tlio 
matter.” 1 montioned in my letter of the 20th October t, hat some 
doubt had btam thrown on Yakub Khan’a oonduot in connection vvitli 
the tight at tJharasiah. 'Pho sus|iieuiu has, to a certain extent, been 
strengtlK'nc'd by the produclion of a letter suppo.sed to have beem 
written hy Vakub’.s lluelo, Nek IVbdiammad Khan, in which ho states 
that ho was pcnwinally ordonal by the Amir to raise a holy war ngnin.st 
us. ... It i.s not, howf'ver, eomJusive proof of Yakub's had faith, for 
there is some doubt as to its being authentic, and it was hronght to ino 
hy Birdar Wall Muhammad, vvluxse feelings towards Yaknh are openly 
unfi'i(‘tully. I have been unable to ascertain the name of Nclc 
iMuham mad's supposed correspondent.” 

In l''(irly-())ic Vcki's in f'lidia the sloj-y runs thus Air Unolo 
of the Amii', Wirda.r JSlek JVlahomed Khan, . . . came out to meet 
Yarkuh Khan at this jilaoe ((Iharasiab) ; he remained .some time 
in cai'iiesi. conversation with his nephew, and, a.s lie was about to 
remount his horse, called out in so loud a, tone tliat it vvas evidently 
meant for us all lio hear, that ho was ‘ now going to disperse the 
troops.' " ‘ Here, Boberts not only assorte that (lie interview took 
place, but writes as though he had been personally cognizant of it 
at. the t,ime. Doubt, ndiether it had even happened in 1879 ; certainty 
as to its dtdails in 1 897. But tills is not all. following on thi.s purely 
imaginary version of one incident, comes a prejudiced veivsion of 
another. Contrasting 'Nek Mahomed's declaration that he was going 
back to Kabul to disperse the troops with what happened in that 

1 Ji'oHy-Ow Years in India, Vol. 11 • p- 210. 
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city, lie wi'itcH : — “Very dilTcrciit, liowovci', waw tlic Mtory bronglit to 
me by ail CHcapi'd Native Korvant of Ouvaf^iiiiri s, who caiiic into our 
cam]) later in tiu' day. Tliifi man deelai'cil (hat |ire|)arii(Jons lor 
lighting wtu'c, .stjcadily being carried on ; tliat Uie Koldier.s and iow'iir. 
people were atrcaaning into t.bo lU'.K'ual and .supplying (.hmincK'c.s willi 
cartridges ; Uiat large bodies of troop.s were moving out in our diri'C- 
tion ; and that, when wo advanced ne.\t djiy, wo .should (ii'rtainly be 
oppo.sed by a formidable force. 'I’lio Amir, on having this inleliigenee 
cominunioatod to him, protended to dLsbc'liovo it utterly, and as.suri'd 
ino that all vva.s at ])oaoe in the ciliy, that Nek Muhammad would 
keep the troops ((uiet and that I should have, no (rouble ; bu(. I was 
not taken in by his specious as.snrano('.s.” ' 

It would have, been wadi if, before, accusing (lie Amir of having 
deceived him at Chai'asiab a.s to tlu* state of Kabul and tlu' (lomper 
of the Afghan troops, Lord Itoborts had ro-r<'ad the following Memor- 
andum, from which it is clear that the information n,s to the [ilundoring 
of the Arsenal by the mutinous troops, and (,heir delm'iuination (,o 
oppose tho British advance at the, yaug-i-Nawishta (iorgi', had been 
furnished by the Amir himself : — 

“ This inorning Major Hastings and Nawah (llmla ni I bus, sun Kluui, 
with Ka/i Muhammad Aslam, under oi-tlors from Majoj'-Henenil Kir 
ITedericdc Roberts, V.O., K.C.B., went to .see the Amir. Tlie followdiig 
i.s the pith of tlic Amir’s adviee and convimsation : 

“ (1) in my ophiion tlie be.st thing is to oeeu})y tlu; hill commaud- 
ing tlio .Pa,ss wliioh leads to Kabul. Tho mutinous troops have lafidy 
occujiied tliat hill, and, if they were allowed to keep it in their possession 
for tho night, they are sure to fortify it, and it will he rather didicidt 
to dislodge them fi’om there to-morrow. 

“ (2) I have received a verbal message from Kabul to the ell'eet 
that tho mutinous regiraonte have plundered the. magMine, My 


1 Forty-One. Years in India, Vol. TT. pp. 210, 211. 
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inoMirr iiiul wile luivc IcH, tiui Utihi iliHsar a.iKl j^ono to ilio house of 
iSii’dur \’aliyu Klian ; and Uuili (ilic (itlier iiiouda'i's of niy I'liiidly vvill soon 
follow (.iu'in, 'I’lio l!a,(a. (Itssar is actually oiil, of my possassioii. . . . 

“ (d) I have fu'eu and am sfill (.Im l.i'iie friend of ilnj hinelish, mid 
•so Jono as I lii'o I will remain a. shuinoh ally of fhn Hi'ifish (loveriiinent. 

“(0 Ihi aei'oimli of my coming to the Ih'itish camp, all pi'opln 
call mi' an inlidel (Kalir), and my private servants desert me every 
day. No oms will obey my order.s, or consider mo the Amir. 

‘‘ Note, -'riio yVmir appeared in a very unsettled and troubled stato 
of mind. 

" (Signed) I'l. 0. H.^STlNliK, Major Political Oriicer.^ 
•‘('iMinsnii, III!) (II h Odldber, /,S7!) ” 

Still, wIh'II all allowtmec lias been niarlo for prejudice, on Hoberts's 
part, enough remains in the e.liaracter and sil.uation of tlm Amir to 
justify a prudent man in tjdxing stops to relieve himself of what must 
liave lie('a an almost intnlerabli' Inirdon. Yakub Kbanlnwlnofiersonal 
attaehiiient to the British Oovernment, an alliance with which bad 
cost him so dear ; nor yet to the British (lommander (»f whose I'eeling.s 
towards himself he, cannot have been ignorant, and lio must have 
hcen tormented hy doubt as to (.lie. sueci'.ss of the punitive expedition. 
Hew was so small a force, daily reduced to ludf its strengtli by the 
poverty of its transtioj't, to ovefeomo the opposition which it was 
certain to encounter 'i and, evni if it did penetrato to ivahui, what 
likelihood was there that it would be able, to maintain itself tlujru 
long enough to I’e-e.stablish his sovereignty on sure fouridationa ? 
Ihmhtless, also, his Kabul visitors did jilay upon his fears, upion Ids 

* Afglhmifildn, (1880), Na. 1, pp. J18, 110. 

'I’Jic Amir ooiild not on the nioi’iiiiig of llio Otli Ootohor, die day on wiiioh 
1h(' action took placo, have advised tlio occupation of tho hill above the Haiig> 
i-Nawishta (forge on 14io groiiml (hat if left in the handa of the mutinous troops 
during tlio niglit flicy would fortify it ; lie muat liavo done so tlis pivvidm 
day. Hastings, who was in eunstant uonununioatioii with Mm, must have 
oonefonHOd two converaationa into one. ~H. B, tl. 
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clLsti’iKst of ilu‘ forcifflUM', upon liis iiiiturul i^yiiipa<fliy wilJi liis own 
iroopH iukI pc'oj)]c, oii his disgusL al liaviiifi; his imiiic used to sivi* a 
show of lej'alii.y k) the I'xoculiiou ol his .siihjcci.s. d’licro is no pi'ool 
fliaf li(! lic'k'ayn'd tiis srl r-ohoscii pi'ol,cc(/ois - iido)'Mi;d>ion iiti fo I.I 10 
nuiuhcrs of Uic Ih'itiisli fui’oo and as l.o fiu' inamici' ol il.s inarch I'onld 
have been (airricil fo Kahnt by scoi'cs ol file inhaliilaiifs ol flic ljn| 0 ;iir 
Valley, and if I'cquircd no orders from liim fo stir up his soldiers tiO 
resisf invaders whoso flircafcncd vengeance niighf lal) upon ftiem- 
wdves — but ke, musf have Iteen sorely feiupfed fo give' |ieo|)lo and 
froo))s such signs of his syiu|)afhy as coiilil sei've l,o opim fo liim an 
avenue of return, if flu* coining light were to end in a Urifish defeat ; 
and, bueanse of this teiuplatimi, he slioiild, in his own infei'cst, have 
been deprived of all o[)poi'tunity of inniirring suspicion, li'roin tlio 
first, no coming aiul going bi-tweim Ins camp and his cajiital should 
liave heen sanctioiu'd ; he should have heeii plainly told that, so long 
a.s Kaliul vi’as not in the, nndis[uil(‘d possession of the punitive li'oree, 
so long ho must be content to stanti aside UiUd leave the imtire eouduct 
of events to the man n'sjiousible for that Ji’oreo's safety. Hiieli ti'eat* 
nu'tit might have sismied harsh ; it would ha.ve heen inlinitely Kinder 
than blvc liberty aeeerded to him -a liberty wliieh se elesely resemitled 
the proverbial rope given to the dug that he mighf Itang Jiimself 
theixuvith. 

A rumour of the fate in store for him aiul Ids Ministers mti.sf liavo 
reached Yakub Khan on the monung of tlm lUtli of Oe.foher, and in 
an agony of humiliation at tho prospect of being ai'ivsted in bis own 
Hall of Audicnoo, before friends and foes, lie ruslied to the Hritisli 
(fenerars tent, rofused alwolntoly to aeuonpiany him to tlio Durbar, 
and insisted on resigning tho Amirship. H'licre is no account, o.Mcopt 
Roberta’s, of what jiassed at this interview, and tlia-t is vitiated by tho 
necessity under whioh iks author lay of ropivsenting tho A inii''s deter- 
mination to resign his crown as enfcircdy spontantsoits ; ‘ but Vakub 

1 Afghaniekm (1880), JSfo. X, i)p. 105, 147, 148, 
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Khan iil’lcrwiii'dw (IccIinTil tlinl, liin alttlicaLion was oxLoi'ied from him 
hy unt!:c'ii('ion.s and criu'l prcHKiiro, and (Jiat the British (iovcrninont 
iiad no I'ij'lil, l,o liold him t,o il,, and no riffht to oxpcot iiini to alndc 
hy it.' 

Tin' iii'ossiiri' oomplahu'd of must Imvo oonsistotl in tin' opoa dis- 
nraci) whicli h<' holiovod to b(' dosif>iu'd for him ; J’oj tlimigli his arrc.st 
was prohahly intt'tnh'd to load up to his doposition at soinii futuro 
lime, his snddon ahdieatioti oaiuiot liavo hoon dosiir'd by Rohorhs, 
whom it d('|)iivod of a oonvonu'iit ("consu for punishing men who liad 
tjdion no pai't in tlio attack on tlio Rosidoncy. Ivotrospootivt'ly, it 
might still ho posiiiblo <0 put Afghan ol/ioi'i's and soldiors fo doalh for 
having I'onghli againsl, tlu'ir lawful sovf'i'oign at (Hiarasial) ; hut wdien 
Afghanistan ('(‘asod to ha,v<‘ a .sovoroign of any kind, no suoli ohai'ge 
oould ho brought against those vrdio should oontinuo I.0 rosist tlioir 
British invadors. It would luivo boon an advantage to tho Biitish 
(Joiu'ral in olJior ways (o bo able to administer tho (ionntry in Yakub 
Khan's natuo (ill his huo<;os,sor oould bo .sr'tofited, but tlu' Amir rofusod 
to withdraw his r(‘signation, and Roberts had to oontout hiinsolf by 
oxti'iioting from him a promtso to retain the title till tho Vict'roy had 
been commuiiiealod with and his imslruotions roeoiv(*d. 1 mrd Lyttoii’s 
aeeoptanoo of Yakid) Khan’s n'signation was tulograjjhcd on 1ho21h'd 
of ()(‘tolu‘i', and tho K\-Amir remained in the Bi'itiah o.amp, treated 
will) eourtosy, hut oarofully guarded, lost ho should seek to esea])p, 
till the tst of Doeomhor, when he wais rlespatehod nndor a, strong 
eseort (,o India, During tho interval, a, (Jommission appointed to 
im|uiro iidio all tlu' eircumstanoc'S eonneetod with tins oid;hroak of the 
drd of (Septoiid)or, had hronght together eviflcnoe whieli satisfied 
Itobort.s ‘‘ that tho And)' eonhl not have luam ignoi'ant that an attack 
on tlio Residency was eontoui])lated ” ; ”• but when this same evidonee 

1 Brivaio loiter to Loi'd (tranbrook containeil in Lnni Li/ttmi'.v Indian 
Adminldinlitin, pp, .‘508, 

a h'orlij-One Years iv India, Vol. fl. p, 2R.'>. 
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M'iis gono into by a cot)miLito(' “ conipoHod oi 

long and varied exjierioneo in jiidiciiil invonliigaUnn and iti dealing 
with the lestiniony ol' A.HialicH,” ' Uicy Found IJuiX l.lie niasMin'r(' nius 
a purely aceidenkd (UKiurreiRic', iinpi-enied dated even by I be regiinerdH 
which ('oiniudted the (iriine, VV^here tlu'y did aLfiiieh blame Fo Yakub 
•Khan and his MinisFers was, in not iiaviug iiiFei'pnsed ellet-lively in 
proFecF, or i'(isouc, (lavagnari and Ids oornpnnions during Fhe a Flack 
on Fhc Residency; foj- showing, sidjseipii'nily, indiflereuee In their 
i'aFe ; and for having failed Fo Fullil Fheii' FreaFy obligaFiou to |)roleeF 
the BriFisli I'hnbassy at Kahul.- 

This summing up of Fhe (inditigs of Fhe CouuuiFFee eovi'i's oidy Si 
]) 0 ]'Fionof Fhe charges into which that tribunal had to impure, (lem'ral 
(jtoi'don, who liacl had aeet'ss to its )»roe,eedings, slnFed Ihri'c others : 
viz. the coiicoalnient of letters from th/) Itussian (lovernmeui^ ; (he 
atterniit to form a 'Triple Alliances lietwetm Russia, Al'gluuustan, aaid 
Kashnur ; and treacln>rous dealings wifh an Afgha.n leaih'r evidetiFly 
Nek Mahomed — vvldlst living in Robc'rFs’s camp,* I(. is a, imdter of 
regret that Lord Lytton forgot to say whether, on F.hese eounls, iJu' 
ac'ca.s’ed was hold guilty or innocent. 'The conchrsioiiH which (ho 
Viceroy did record, thoiigli they sullicsed .n.H ^•(>asonM for ('\eluding 
Yakidr for ever from the thnnni of Kabul, yet seeuusd to him (o err 
on the side of lonimie.y ; ' and in a Minute left, for iJie instj'uelion and 
guidance of his successor in the Vicei'oyaUy, he e\|)reMS(‘d the hojn' 
that the (lovernment of India would tu'ver bo induced Fo as.senl. I.o 
the restoration of a pi'inco who.s(! hands were " deetily sFiuned in the 

r Lard Li/Hmi’s hidian AdminidratUm, it. ,‘170. 

2 Ibid. p. (17 0. 

a “ I’oi'Honal KominiHcences of tienoral ((ordou,” by DemelriiiH T.mdger, 
published in the Pall Mall Mmjaiino of May, p. Mil, 

Jil.YF»'aofc from Gordon’s JWenioramlum an the subjutiF; . “vSlokes (lugnl mem- 
ber), ArbuthnoF, ami anollier tunmber of Supreme (Immeil, nil prute.sled uginnsF 
the depciKitioii of Yakiib--iilso Sir Neville (Jhamherlain." (Ibid.) 

* Lord Li/ttun’n Indian Adniiimtralion, jt, ,‘(711. 



I'HK ABDICATION OF TAKUB KHAN 95 

iimofcni Blood of Sir B. ('av'iiffniii'i and liis bravo coin])anionB.” In 
(lordon’w cyi'M nnrl lie liad gono oarol'ully into iho ovidonco on wliicli 
lJuw(5 <'otK!liinioan were imw'd- -Yakub, llujugli “ weak and timid in a 
eritioal moincni.,'’ was guilU(‘SM of all tn'ac-hcrons action or inlont ; 
and he gave the inowt convincing pi'f)of of tin' .strength of Ida conviction 
of the IO.\-Anni'’H innocence, by re, signing bi.s post n,s private H('cretary 
to Lord Itipon rather than partiedpate in the injustice done to him. 



c’liAr'i'lou, X 


Durbar in the Bala ITissar. Entry into Kabul 

LifiAV[N(J Yakub Khan in Liu* Icul. to ^vhi(‘ll lie liiid been ediubieii'il 
after ilio TuonientoiiH inbu'viow reeorded in the lust ehapler, Nir 
li'rederick RobertK, preceded by liia KfcnlT iind iieeompauied by th(‘ 
lieir-Ap parent, Muwa dan, deueended from tin- Kiali Sung Heights at 
noon, on the 12Uio[ October. Hritisli troops lined the road for nearly 
a mile, and as bo cnti'i'cd the Bala lliasar by the Beshavvai' (late, I ho 
British flag was hoisted, the National Antbi'm played, and a siilnte 
tired by tlio guns of the Royal Morse, Ai'tillery, according to till' pro- 
gt'anime arranged by Maegregor the previous day. As soon as the 
l)r(je,ossinn liad passi'd inside the, rortres,s, the (17th foot, which had 
bold tho gai.eway and its aj>iiroaclu's, ekmed up a,ud l’ol!ow<'d tlieir 
General to the Royal (lardmi, lying to the North of Iho Arsenal, eoii- 
taining a pretty wooden house, which was to be tlic hoisk' of tlin eliief 
event of tho da,y. Tliere was delay at the garden gate, for tin' key 
wa.s missing, and fj'esh diday after tlie Iron, sc had been reaelied and tlie 
General and his Staff had ascendi'd to the Diwan-i-Ajn, a, large, ojien, 
upper room, for some of the, Sirdars, among thetu the Mnstanli, who 
had been warned to attend, were di.scoveretl to have absented thinn-' 
selves. ‘ Messengers were de.spatched in si'arcli of tlnmi, and when 
they reluctantly ajijicared, the following I’roclamaliou was j'raul out 
by Roberts in Englisli, and indilTcrontly translalcd into Ikirsinn by 
the Kazi '. — • 

“ In my Proclamation of the 3rd October, Hhawal, dated, Kargnn 
Shalxr, 1 informed the people of Kabul that a British army was advauo- 

> Duko’s llrn'ottectiouK of ihv Knttid (Mmpuign, p. 1 01, 
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iiig to tako [)().ss(‘H.sioti of blio city, and I vvarucd tJioni against offering 
any rewistanec to the ('ntry of tlio troo[m anti tho authority of llis 
Ilighiu'HM llu' Amir : that Avariiing has hern dinrogarded. The foi'ce 
under my command lias now roac-lind ICaliul and oceiqiicd tho Bala 
llissar; Imt its advanci' has homi jnirtinaciouhly ojipo.scd, anti the 
inhabitants of tho city have taken a conspicuous part in the ojiposition 
olTcrcd. They liavc, tlun'ofoi'c, become rebels against tins Amir, and 
have addetl to tho guilt ali'cady incurred by them in abetting the 
luui'dis' of tlu' British hlnvoy and his comjianions. For the treacherous 
and cowardly crime wluch lias lironght indoliblc disgrace upon the 
Al'ghan people, it vvonld bo lint a just and Jitting reward, for such 
niiseonduet, if tho city of Kabul were now totally destroyed and its 
very nami' bloIXod out. But tho groat Jlritish Government over 
desires to tompiu' justice with mercy ; and I now announce to tho 
inliabitanls of Kabul that tho full retribution for their offenco will not 
ho ('.saeted, and that tho city will bo spared. Novortholess, it is 
necessary that they should not escape all penalty, and furfher that 
the piuushmeut inflicted should bo .such as will be felt arid rornombered. 
Tliorcforo, such porl-ions of tho city biiikbngH as now interfere with 
the pj’opej’ military occupation of tho Bala Hissar, and tho safety and 
comfort of tho British troops to bo (piartered in it, will bo at onco 
lovollcd with tho ground, and, further, a heavy fine, tho amount of 
which will bo notified horoaftor, will bo imposed upon tho inhabitants 
of Kabul, to be, j)aid according to tlioir several capacities. I further 
give notice to all that, in order to provide for tho restoration and 
jnaititonanco of orthy, tho city of Kalml and the surrounding country, 
to a distanou of JO miles, arc placed under martial law. With the 
cemRonf. of Uis Highness tho Amii’, a Military Governor of JCahul will 
ho ap])oitii<.',d to administer justico and punish with a strong hand all 
evil-doers, fl’hc inhabitants of Kabul and neighbouring villages are 
hereby warned to submit to his authority. This punishment inflioted 
upon tho whole oity will not, of cour.so, absolve from further ponaltios 

7 
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tihoHO wJioKo iridivi(liia.l guilt tnay l)<‘. ho'uartiii' j)i'()V('(L A I'ull imd 
Hoai'chiug iTKjulry nito tlni oircniUHtauccH of the late outhnnili will lx; 
hold; and all pemina coiiiieotcd with, oi' I)oa,i'iiig a pait in il^, will 
lie dealt with according to tlu'ir doKOi'ta. Wdth the view of pi'oviding 
olTectually foj' the p)rov('iitioii of eriitu' a.ud disoi'der Urtul the .safety of 
all woll-diHp<iKod persons in Kahnl, it is hereby noti!i('d tha,t for the 
future, the carrying of dangoroii.s weapons, whether swonls, knivi'.M, 
or firearms, within the, .streets, or w'ithin a distatus' of live inih's from 
the city gate.s, is forhiddcii. After a wec'k from the date of thi.s Ih'o- 
clamation, any por.son found arnual within tho.se limits will ho lia.hle 
to the ])onalty of death. Pci-sons ha.ving in their (jossession any 
avtielo.s whatsoever wlrich formerly ladonged to meird)er.s of (ho 
IlrltiBh Embassy are rcaiuired to bring them loi'thwiLh to ihe llrilisli 
(lamp. Anyone neglecting this warning will, if found lu'risifl.er in 
pos,sca.siou of any .such article.s, be ,sul)jee(.ed to wevm'esl. penaltio.i. 
Ifurtlior, all persons who may have in their posseKsiou any lireai’iu.s 
or ammunition formerly tssiurl to or seized by the .'Vfghan troop.s, are 
a’('tprircd to jn’oduce them. .Ii'oi' (‘.very countjy-made rillo wlu'tlu'r 
breech or muzzle-loading, tho sum of Rupees 1? will la^ given on 
df'Iivcry, and for every rillo of European iuiunifa(!(iUie, Rupees 5. 
Anyone found lu'ia'after in ]K),sHi‘H.sion of any .such weapoii.s will he 
severely imritslicd. Finally, 3 notify that I will giv(' a reward of 
R.ape,e.s SO for the. .surj’ender of any penson, wlii'tlua- soldi(‘r or civilian, 
concerned in tho attack on the llrittsh lOinha.s.sy, or .smili information 
a,s may lead directly to his capture. A similar sum will he given iu 
tlie case of any ])erson who ma.y have fought again.st tlui British trooji.s 
since the Srd Sejdember, iShawal, last, and therefore hecome, a n'he] 
against His Higline.ss tho Amir. If any .such ])ers(ui .so .sm’render('d 
or captured be a captain or .subaltern officer of the Afghan Army, 
the reward will bo increased to Ilnpee.s 75, and if a li('ld olliiau' to 
Jtujiees laO.'” ^ 


1 Alyliimimn (1S80), Mo. 1, pp. KIR, 13(), 
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ABcr Uh' r('iuliMf>; of Uiis iiroclamaUoii Llic Al'gfiaii ])oi'Lioti of Lho 
audicnro wn.'^ (li.smisHt'd wiLli Uio oAcoption of Mh' Miihfauli, fftibi- 
l)ul)ji Kliaii, flu) VVi'/.ior, Mliiili Midioiucd Khan, tlu' Oovcmor of 
Kahul, Ytdiiya K-hau, and Yahiya’.s hroLln'i'-in-law, Zakai'iah Khan, 
who, aftor hi'inR hricfly inforiui'd by ff,olK>r(K that flicy wci'o priaoners, 
info whoao conducf in connnofion wifh flic masaacrc of the Binbaasy 
and fhc I'caisfauta' olh'ivd to tJin Hritisli advance at Oliarasiab, sti'iof 
h\(juii'y would bt' inadc'i, wcu'o j)laeed in. .separate rooms and loft in charge 
of (lolonol Knowles, whose rcgimt'nt, the 07 Lh Ikiot, was to occupy lho 
garden, wliilst flii' hth (hirlchas wen- to be (piartorod on the Hotdhorn 
hido of I/he Arsenal/ 

'Idle ne.vt dii,y Hir JA Uobi'i’ls nnwh> a formal <'nfiy into Kabul, 
riding Ihi'oiigh the principal Htreot.s and sipiuj'oa, ])rocc'd.od by the 
(divalry Brigade and followod by live Battalions of Jnfantry, tlio 
[leoplo “ ncil/her I'ospectfid nor disresjK'ctful ” “ looking on with 
Oi’iental indillc'rencje. I’robably the thought that these disturbers 
of flu'ir peace woidd trouble them only for a season, passing away as 
their jireilecessors of JHllO luul passed, was in the minds of most of lho 
men who left their sbojis aurl stalls, or laid aside biieii' tools io waloh 
Ihe foreigiu'i'S go by. Htrong as was the force that e.scortod the British 
(f<'n(U'al and Ids iStalV that day, it was just as well that the people wore 
in tins apatlu'tie. mood, for not oven Kandahar lends itself better to 
street fighting than Kahul, with its few ojjen spaces separated froar 
eaoh other l)y ;!/ tangle of dark, lillliy, narrow utreots and alleys; the 
whoh' diviilcd into (piartcrs, and tljo (piartors into sections ; each 
with its gateway, which can (piiekly ho built up, thus transforming 
tins city into a nc'si of fortresses. On nearer aerjuaintanoe, Kabul was 
found to contain no lino buildingB of any kind — solid masonry and 
lofty minarets ai’e out of piaee whore eartluiuakos are of frequent 
occnrreiioe—hnt it, s Bazaars were well stoclced with goods of homo 
manufacture, f>rnaments in silver, iitonsils of iron and brass, sheepskin 
1 life, oj Sir Vlimim Maegregor, p. 133. 


a Ibid. 
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(pnsliLc'cii) glove's, booia, and coats, oCb'ii boaiitilully cinbroidcvcd, 
.saddles and vvliijis and othoi' aitlolcs in leatlu'i', weapons ol' all kinds, 
from the two-edged Afghan knil'o to the rilln eoj)Led from Ihilisli 
models. There wa.s no lank, too, cif carpels, silken stulhs, |)otlerv, and 
other foreign ])roductM, .and many rare eurio.s W(‘i’e di.seov('red in oul.-ol- 
thc-way nooks and corners of tlu' city, the piioe of which rose (piielvly 
as the demand for tliem inoi'eased. 1’he bntelu'rs’ shops wei'c well 
supplied w'ith mutton ; one sepiare was (h‘vot('(l entire'ly to vegetaldes, 
game, and poultry ; the fjaiit stalls were huleu in autumn with apples, 
pomegranates, and, above all, gi-a])OK of tins linest ipiallty, and in 
the. summer with mulbcriies, chen'ies, ]>('ach('M, apricots, and |)lums.' 
The.so things, however, were luxuries, ])lea.su,ut for those who could 
alTord to buy them, but of no account wlu'u tlu' eiuestion of mairitain- 
ing a foreign garrison had to he considered ; nnd of wheat and olln'r 
grains, the j'oal neoe.ssaries of lib;, thei'o was barely enf)ugh to ke(‘p 
the inhabitants alive throughout bho wink'r ; yet lioherts coukl not 
break up his force and .send them tax -collecting ith.o other in’cvirus's, as 
Is the cu.stom of tlio Amir, till the season of scainity should iiass. 'I'lic 
poverty of its iramodiato surrouncliirgs arid its eonsfHpU'Ut dcpi'ntleiioi» 
for the bulli of its auirplie.s on moi'c tertilo districts, frotu which in 
wintc]' it i.s out oft by .snow, hinder the growth and developnumt of 
Kabul ; but it.s situation at the point where the I'oads fi'om India., 
tlcntral Asia, and Southern Afghani.stan meet, givc's it a eei'ta.in com- 
morciai value as a market and place of exeliango ; wliilst its remolem'ss 
from the borders of its enemies, and the diflieulties tlud. those onemi(^,s 
must experience in keojiing their hold on it, supjrosing it to ha,v(^ fallen 
into their hands, mark it out as the best ])o,saiblo eajaital for A fghanistun 
in the present military stage of the vvorld’.s development. 

To presei've order and execute justice within the city, deprived of 
its Native ruler by the arrest of Yahiya. Khan, JVlajor-fh'nural James 
Hills, V.C., wa,s appointed as its Governor ; and at Ibe same time two 
I .Duko’a liecoUediow, i>p. ] 01-J S)5. 
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conrl*s \v('i'(s coiinl ildil-i'd, I Ik' t)uc, In follcot ovidcncin tigninni, 

itu'ti iU'('UH('(l nr of Itninf; nlTcndcrH under ilu', l’roolaiii,il.inn, 

ihe otrhei', mililary, U) jiid^n and heiiteuee, lluwo whom tlu' (Joiud of 
Jn(|\dry wlinidd pasw nn Ln it. ICacIi ennai.stecl of t/livco nu'iubcrH ; llic 
Ural, III' (-'nlnnol Mae^rognr, iSnCfri'un- Major [{e]low,;uid Malintned Hyid 
Khan, (J.N.I., an oxccdleidi I’eraiaii and I’iihIiLu scdinlar ; tlio ncoond of 
itriga-dier-fieiicral Maaay, Major M, P. Moriart-y, lioiubay iS'kitl' (JorpK, 
and <'a|)lain 0. W. N. (hiinnoNS, 72nd IJighlanderH, 

Hardly had t.ho I’oliLioal (fommiHsinii ontored on ite work wlien a 
tjcrrihlo (!al/a.stro|»lio int.errnpU'd its lalxRtvH. AL 1.20 p.ni. on the 
IGih Ooiohor, tjui powdor in tlio .sforoliouHes on t,Ue norfchorn ,sido of 
Lho Ai'MOuaJ, fin'd hy Avhal; aooidenh wa.s never dincovorod, suddenly 
oxi)IoiI(hI, idowing iho huihling.s to pieces and binying under thoir 
ruins dapdain iShat'tn, It. A., and six Kalassics who worn asHisfciug liiiii 
in rtnlneing tlioir mise.ol[au('ou.s coutonts to order ; ' al.so a tiuhatlar- 
Major, llvo pay-Horgoants, and a corporal wlro, in the square ooc!U])iod 
by tlio fitJi (bn'khas, were cuuuting out the j’ogimontal ohe,st, and the 
oceui)ants of iho gnard-rooin~ a corporal and live sepoys. Tho oIHcerH 
of iho reginu'ni, wlio wcj'o jusi sitting down to lunch, esciap)ed uninjured, 
and a (furklnr wlio had been doing sentry duty on the roof of the 
destj'oyed houses, and who had been oarric'd up into the air to fall 
stunned and bruised among the wreckage, survived to tell tlie tala* 
in the, Itoyal (lai'dens only one man of tho C7th was killed, tho sentry 
on tlu! roof of f,lio house in wliich tlio Afghan [ii'isonors wore detained. 
As the smoiro and dust cleared away, it was aeon that a detached 
buikling known to contain 400 tons of gunpowder was intact ; and 
a.s tiie, fire, winch constant slight explosions showed to be spreading, 
miglit reach it at any moment, Maogregor, who had closed Ids Court 
and hurj’ied to tlio Mala Hissar, ordered every luinian being within its 
walls i,(5 quit it at once, and peremptorily refused to allow any search 


I Duke’s Iteeolkriionn, p. 183. 


2 Ibid, p, 183. 
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to bo iiuicR for tho mi, swing.* Tlio 07th, taking tlioir pri.sonor.s with 
tlieiii, withdi'ow by the Pesliawar Oatc ; tlio (hirkluiw, partly by tlm 
same gatiy ])artly thmiigli a hole out in tlm outer wall. About hall a 
milt! from tho oitadel both regiment, s luilted, waiting arirl w;iteliing hir 
a ,s(!coiid o.x])U),sion, which eajiio at -( p.m., ju.st when they had begun 
to hope that all danger was over. Its forct! wa.s so gr('a,t tlial 
nm,sKc.s of ina.sonry w(!ro hurlt'd hundreds oi yards through tlu'air and 
showers of stones fell among tho tlurkhas ; and, yet, fihough tlie whole, 
of tho ea,st 0 j'a wall with its huge turrets hatl been de.stroyed, lU'xt day 
brought the clisuovery that it wa,.s some smallei' stori'lioirses, a,nd mil 
tho big luagaKiue, that hade.vplodod. ITad the first o,K|)loKlon oecuirred 
in the Main magazine, tho {)7th INot and the (lui'klias nm,s(, have boon 
annihilated ; tlic Afghan Ministers would hav(' shaved (,heir fa(,e, and 
paj't of tho town have been wreaked. As it was, the town and tiu' 
prisoners escaped injury, the (i7tli .Root )ia,d oni! man kilknl and a, few 
slightly injured, tho (Jurkha.s fourteen killed a,nd seven or eight wounded, 
tho TiLh Jhinjah Cavalry lost two troopt'i's who weJ’f! a(;th\ga„s (U'draiios 
to Ca;ptain yiiafto, and a few drivers and sovne camels and mides 
perished in tho Arsenal s(piarc. 

By the tw'o explosions an inmionse quantity of wai' aiaterial was 
de.stroyed, and when tho fire had burnt its(>lf out, the loose jiowtler 
oont.ained in the huildinga which had survived the eatastrophe was 
Hooded with water and thrown, little hy litth', into tlu- moat, after 
which the military guards were withdrawn aiid the Bala JlisHa,r luuided 
over to the custody of .sixty Native Cliowkiduii's, umler the ordei’.s of 
the headman of tlie Arab ooimnunity in K.abxd.“ 

1 “Some men— Siirgotju-Miijer ,1. Bourko lunnugHt tliuin - volaulcu'i'etl In 
go ill and SCO if they could save any one hi Has Bala TliHsai', Imt 1 did not sen 
tho good, so veined any such idea.” (Life of i^lr O. Mucgi'e^jor, pp. 

2 Duko’s lieculkcMons, jip. ISO, 100. 
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(JhKKUV/VTIONK 

()iiMii)RV x'i'ioN I. 'riu' incaHui’i's lo W'ouri! Uic siifVLy of liin iroop.s, 
aiiiu)Ui)('(Ml by in l,ht> l'l■o(•Illmaii()n, woi'<i no more Ktririgciit, 

than \v»-H iil)Holiil,oly rieei'SHary. liiiildings oommatuling a iiiililnry 
jxwiiion Hill, si) ofl,en ho il(‘,sLn)ycil, and, in n ooinitry vvlicro all men 
jioHsesH anu.s, iiolihing tliaii a gotioral order against the oarrying 
of them ivil.tiin fivo' inilos of the Hritisli ciiinp would have jiroteotud 
soldiei’H iuid ('.am p-fol towers against assaHsinatioii. Tho fixing of a 
titiie-limit williin wliioli the, pi'iialties attached to the \dolation of 
frliis order should not lie onfoveed, and the olTeriag of payment for 
all I’illes siirrendei'i'd, were, provisions eonoi‘ived in a fair and liliin’al 
s]iirit ; and there was nothing UTnisnal, or onielly harsh, in tlio im- 
jiosition of a Jino on a oily in wliieJi an outrage on a foreign Rnihassy 
had heeii eoiumitted. Sti'ong exe.ejition, howi'ver, must he tidven to 
the I'l'oelauiatiou's assertion of a eoiupieror’s I’ight to iumo a city to 
the ground as a puuislunont for that, or any other, olTeiice. Every 
toivn contains al) least a woman anil thi'ee children to one inan, and, of 
tlm laiiter, only a small pi-uportion can over be sliown to have taken 
jiart in the eoiunussiuu of a crime. At Kabul, only a small number of 
the jualo citi'/eiiK, and tliey of the lowest class, had been parties to the, 
attack on the Itesidency tho troo])s were tliu real culprits, and they 
wore out of reaioh of rutrihution. That the oluiiin advanced by itoherts 
was never intended to be acted ipion, makes no diflcrenoo to its 
morality— 'tho morality of an Alva or a d-'iHy, not that of a Wellington 
or a tJlyde ; and it sinned against Krifcisli dignity as well as against 
(.'iu'istian and military othies ; fur those bidden to see mercy in its 
withdrawal, laiew pw'feotly well that tho de,struction of Kabul would 
eondonm its destroyers to starvalion. But if tho proamblo of the 
Xh'oclamation reflects dxscrerlit on its author, much more is tliis tho 
case with its concluding clauses. Cupidity and treachery are the 
traits of Afghan character most loucllydenounoed by Europeans, traits 
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on which Roberts himself was constantly liarpinii, anil he (lishouuuicil 
himself in appcalint; to them for liis own supposed .'ulvanla.iie. 'I'o 
offer ren'ai'ds for the sun'cnder of jiei'sons ini])liea1e(l in the murder ol 
Oavagnari was bud in jirineiple, and. little likely to senve Ihe eaiise ol 
truth and justice in a enmiminity loin hy internal fiu-tionH. each evei' 
ready to bring false accusations against all the rest ; hut lo |)ut a, pi'iec' 
on the heads of men who, in fighting against an invailing l'ore(', had been 
guilty of no crime either in their own eyes or in the eyes of Iheir pio- 
Bpcctive betrayers, Avas to strike at tire best part of Afghan idiarael ('r - 
its love of indojjendcnco and love of country — and at the saiiu' time to 
deal a blow to that sense of justieo latent in the heai'ts of most khiglish-- 
men, Avhich every aviso (jommander would seek to elierish in his anh" 
ordinates ; because on it alone can any j)crmnneut or fruitful relation 
bo established hotAveen them and the races with whom aa'ui' may hrhig 
them into contacts 

Obhickvatton U. The quartering of troo|W close up to an Ai',S(>nal 
known to contain vast quantities of war material soa-tterefi about 
and mixed up in disorderly and dangerous fashion, is a rmnarkiihle 
instance of lack of foresight and care. Becmise of the Ai'S('nal, tlie 
Bala Hissar had to bo under complete British ef)nti‘o], hnt this object 
could have been attained hy temporarily cxpelliug ifs inliaihitants, 
placing strong guards at its gates, and leaving a fm'ee on tlu' hills hy 
which the citadel is commanded. RcBponsibilily for the lives lost in 
the explosion rests, inimarily, with the General and his Hi, all, who 
Avero the first to visit the Bala Hissar and to note the .statci of tin' 
Arsenal ; secondarily, with the Gomnianding Officer, s of the (i7th and 
the 6th Gurkha, s, whose duty it was lo call the atf.ontion of l,hair 
superiors to the unnecessary risk to Avliioh their men wtuc hoiug 

I Maegtogor disapproved of treating mon who had “merely fought agaluHi, 
us” as oriminala, and recorded in his diary his dotormiiial-ion ued “ to aonfeneo 
SQch men to death,” {Life of Sir 0, Maogregor, p. l.’ih.) 
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exposed. 'I’liey iiiiiy luive <loiit‘ so aiid Jiol, Ijcimi li,st('ne(l lo. 'Fliey 
(ieidifdiily wei'c iio(. Iiliiid to tlio ilanoer, I'oi’ Diiku in Iu'h Rccolkcfiom 
nieidioiis thal. llie (dirklia ollieern “ ol'k'ti told iSliaito Iiow ploa.sed 
tlii'y (we) .slioidd Ik- if lie eould lemove tlio tleadly stult tliatlay between 
tlieni (uh) mid tlu' (i7tb below.” ' 


1 Diiko’K lUrtillniioiit!, )). 17H. 
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Defence of the Shiitargartlan 

On the day following the explosion iu tlic Bala lli.sHai', (Sir l<'r(‘(l('ri('lv 
E;obci'ts despatched Crigadioi'-llcncral Hugh Gougli with four guns, 
No. 1 Mountain Battery, the 5tli i’unjab Oavahy, and the hth i’unjali 
Infantry, all corps belonging to the well-crpiipjiod I’unjiih Iti'oulJci' 
Force, to the relief of Oolonol Money, wlio was known to ho holding 
his own with difficulty against a large gathering of trihi'sineu. (lough 
took with him a train of transport aniuiaLs for tliu n.se of tho bMeaguered 
garrison, which, with the exception of the 21st I’unjah Infantry, 
whose services wero urgently needed in tho I'k.urani, was (lO ivtiii'n 
with him to Kabid ; and it was hoi)ed that the remaining two s<iuadt'or\s 
of tho 9th Lancers, drafts for various regiments, and a conmii.ssariat 
and ammunition convoy would arj'ivc from India in timo to j(jin t!n» 
relieving column. 

On tho 1‘Jth of October, Clough occupied tho Shinkai Kotal, luilf- 
way between Kushi and tire Shutargardan, and lioliographcd tho 
news of his approach to Colonel Money. Tiro attack on that oUka'r’.s 
entrenched camp mentioned in a previous eJiapter, had heou a critical 
business. A large body of tribesmen had, for a time, commanded tin; 
British po.sition and broken its telegraphic communication with th<! 
Kuram. Major C. J. Griffiths, who wont out with 2fi0 Iriikhs to dis- 
lodge the enemy, was wounded early in the engagement, but bi.s ukhi, 
led by Captain W. B. Aislabie, drove the tribesmen from tho hoight.s 
with the loss of their main standard, captured by Jemadar Gunesa 
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SinfT, ;iiul ol’ two oi' tluoo lumdrocl killc-d and woumk'd, whilst, 
inchidiu/j; (!ril(i(liH and tSif>ualliiig-S('rgi'aut Srownn, tin* victors liacl 
nidy niglit nion wnund('d. 

hoi' sonu' il.iys al'li')' (his sdhitiiry h'HSOii the- Ihdln gariisini was h-ft 
ill iiOcKic, hid. I'luiioiii's wine life I, hat the trihe.s wi'iv giithni'ing aga,in, 
and, on tho J'H.h of Oi'toher, Money sent Major F. VV. Oollis with two 
iiioiintaiii giuiH, dO Sikhs, and tiio conijianios ot tho 21st I’mijah In- 
fantry, to withdraw (dio outpost on tlie SiU’kai Kotal. C'olhs liad not 
long left eani|) wlion nows was hroiight in that the, oid.post was already 
hotly engaged n itii some live or six himdred tJhil/.ais ; and 200 Siklis 
and 100 men of tho 2hst, under (Iri/lilli.s, who refused to jvtimin on tho 
hlok list, wiM'i' iiiNtantly hurried o(T to htrength™ the ridieving eoluinn. 
A little lati'i' it was discovered that a largo body of triliesiueii were 
advaneAug n]ion Uio lull from whieh they had lioen drivon on iho 2rid, 
and Money de.sjiatolied two guns under Lieutenant .1. (1 ShirreH, and 
two eoiniiauies of tho 2 1st imdi>r Captain hi. 11. Swotonliani, so 
tii'omptly that l.liey crowned tho ridgo just in time to forestall tlio 
Ohil/.nis, who were swarming uji its rovonso slope. Foiled, hut not 
beaten, tho trilic'siueu (piiekly rallied and boldly renewed tho attack, 
only (.0 b(> again repulsed. Once more they reformed, but at sight of 
Money with, two eoiupanio.s of f:)ildi.s ha,stcniiig to Swotenhain's assist- 
ance, (Jiey .suddenly changed their taetic.s, and, abandoning tho hill 
to ilH dei'enders, jiourc'tl down its .sides with the intention of ovor- 
whelnilug the troojis on tliilr way to relieve the yurkai outpost. 

Collis, on arriving at tho foot of tho Kotal, had seiKod a hill com- 
manding the jiaws and sent foinvard two parties, each of fifty men, 
tho one uiuler Captain W. hi. Cowan, the other under Lieutenant 
E. J, N. Fasken, to attack the enemy. Tho issue was still undecided 
wlion tire soeond relief force overtook the first, and Griffitlis, on 
a,s.suming the command of both, found himself botw'eon hammer and 
anvil-— in his front, seven hundred tribe, sraon in a strong position, and 
in his roar, tire three thousand repulsed by Money, Quick to see the 
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Lebt couivse of action, lie uixleml lil'ty jikmi to tiini tlic lull which < iow.iii 
and hAKkcn wore trying to storm, and as soon as he saw the success of 
this luoveinont, leaving t'ollis to collect his sctittcred troojis, he laei'd 
about and ordered Lieutenant W. H. Young, wlio with a coiiituuiy 
of the 2lst had been holding the ('neniy in check, to take the olVensive. 
Young, supported by a coinpany of Sikhs under Lieutenant W. (look, 
attacked vigorously, caiituiing two stanelards, but his men, gel, ting 
into broken, raviny ground, canio to a standstill close to some breast- 
works to which the ciiomy had retreated. Weeing that their ]mrsuers 
wei'e in difficulties, the Clhilzais eharged out, but, luckily at that 
moment, the guns came into action in rear of the infantry, witiv such 
accuracy and effect, that, for tlio second time, they baij to seek the 
shelter of their stockades.* Hero they were for the momoiit Hocure, 
foj' BO small was the British force that merely to hold the ground it liii,d 
won every staff-officer and non-combatant on his way to Kabul, bad 
to take his place in the fighting lino.'’ (Jne of the former, (la])tain 
Watcrfield, was severely wounded and caniod out of danger by (look, 
who was subsequently brought to notice for his gallant eoiuluct tbrough- 
out the whole engagement. Meanwhile Collis had oollected his ukui 
and now dashed forward at their head, and the (Ihilzais, no k'SH eager 
to come to close quarters, burst from their defences under eovej' of 
a shower of stones, and rushed boldly doxvn upon their new assiulnats. 
But short swords had no chance against rifle and bayonet, and tins 
time the British were able to follow up their foes, capture their sangars, 
and, reinforced by a detachment of Sikhs, sent by Money in the very 


1 “ The shells had to ijiuis witliin six fool, of llw t'luujmny and burst 
eighty yards in front ; dangorous, of oourso, but nooessary, and tlirco shells 
tired burst exactly on tho same spot, in the very plaoo wanted.” (Lf'llcr of 
an officer who took part in the action.) 

3 These were; Captain A. H. Tamer, Political Officer; Captain J). M. D. 
WaterMd, B.A. ; Captain W. G. ffloholson, R.E. ; Liontonant B. B, W. Pi.shor, 
lOthHiossars ; Lieutenant J. Sherston, A.D.C . ; and Mr. Josoplis, Ruperintendent 
of Telegraphs. — H. B. It. 
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iiiolc of (;iiuc,' to pui'Huo thoin I’or sonio cliHtaiioo, the gima doing 
coiiakici'idilo c'xeeuLion ou th('- i-ptiring lUiVHsc.s. Tlio bodies oi’ forty 
(IhiFiiis wi'is) eountod on i.ht' [lill-Hule and tliero niust have l)ocn many 
wounded, wliilst the liriti.sh had two Native, .soldhn’H killed, Private 
Maorendy, 72nd fligidandera, mortally wounded, and Waterfield and 
eiglit Native aoldiern wounded. 

i?ut thongli Money and Ids Huhordiimtea had been victovious in 
the actual fighting, tlu‘ outpost on the Hurkai Kofcal was .still un- 
relieved ; so that evening, after sundown, two hundred rifles under 
Collis, with a nuiuber of baggage mules, moved quietly out of camp 
to ref, urn at 2 o'clock tho next morning witii tlic ninety men who, for 
so many liours, had been in oxtrenm peril.” 

'fhat day-— fhe Ihth of Oetobor — the. enemy, strongly reinforced, 
i'eo(’ou|iied tho liills overlooking ilie British po.sition, and all Money 
could do was to s(ui(l out tho 21 st Punjab Infantry to watch tlvcir move- 
ments. Many of tlu! now-coniers bi'ouglit with them their Koraas and 
tluhr women, and so ginat was the confidence inspired in one aird all 
by tlu^ Icnowledgo of tiioir enormous numoi'ical superiority, that., in 
the ovoiiiug, live hoiKlmcii came, into the camp to call upon its coiu- 
manfhu' to surreuder, olToring, on payment of two lakhs of rupees — 
alxmt ,C20,00d— to provide him with carriage, and allow him and his 
troo])H to retire uimiol(?.stcd eithoi- on Kabul or the Kiiram. Whotlier 
they would have kept faitli is doubtful, but fchoir sincerity was not 
put to the tost. Money firmly refused to treat, and the delegates 
do]jartod, fully conviuc(!d tiiat tho British camp avitii all it contained 
would soon bo in ihoir hands. i\lla)-ud-din Khan, who had been 
with Mono, y— -it was ho who rocoivod tho subsidy for ke 0 j)ing tho 
yiiutargardan opon—followod them back to the hills to try to mediate 

1 '■Phi.s detiiohmcmi was (Jornmamled by .Tomadar Shor Mahomed, tho Nativo 
oftioor who had distinguished himsolf in tho tfaKarn Darafcht Pofilo.— H, B. H. 

a “ A very anxious withdrawal it was,” wrote the oifiOer who took part 
in tlio defojicn, “ ticid ivo wore all doliglitetl to «» them back again at 2 a.m. 
mifo and so and,” 
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Ijcfcwcon hi« payiiiaMfccrH and his people, but iho (Jhilzaiw ['('fusi'il to 
listen to him, and the no^t day ho hiinsclf was Htmek by the tVaf^nu'ut 
of a British shell, which shattered Ids left arm al)ove the elbow. 

From morning to iiiglit, of tlio ICth, the, British guns kept up an 
incessant fire at long range upon the tribesmen, as they worked a(. tlie 
sangara which they were busy constructing. In the rught an atliUek, 
easily repul&ed, was made on the camjr, and shelter ti'eiielie.s (hrowti 
up dangerously near to it. From the.so and from theii' nearc'st line of 
breastworks, they were driven at daybreak by the accurate tire* of tlu' 
mountain gims ; nevortholcs.s, Money deemed it neee.ssary to witluli'aw 
hLs outlying pickets, strengthen hm guards, and order f!a[)Uin Nieliol- 
son to see to tlte, iraprovement of the defences aiul tlie laying of rviro 
eiitanglcnicnt,s at their weake.st points. On the IRth, the tribeHinoii ■ 
now said to mnuber 17,000 men — pushed up L(j within three luindred 
yards of the camp and out off its gra,ss (uicl watei' supi)ly, wliieli, wilh 
his gun and j'egimental ammunition running short, Moiu'y dan'd not 
attempt to recover.* Fortnirately, this cmbai’go on Ju.s activity wa.s 
removed next day by Gouglds Ixcliogram ; witli lielp clo.m' at liiuul 
there was no further need for liini to lui.sbaud lii.s seanty rc'.soui'ces, 
so, promptly resuming the offensive, he recovered the .spring on the 
Kuslu road, “ got his guns into action, and .slu'lled tlie I'liemy with 
shell and shrapnell right heartily.” 

It had taken the tribesmen days to collect ; it took them only 
a few hours to scatter. The moment they got wind of (iough’s 
approach the great gathering began to mcK. away, and liy tluslv tlu- 
hills where they had swarmed were empty and .silent, and the worried 
deJenders of the Shutargardan camp slept that night in peace. 'I’lieir 
loss during the five days that they had been jiraetically shut in, was 
trifling— only eight men wounded and throe horses killed—Imt the 
anxiety had been great, for the tribesmen might have ru.shed the cam]) 

1 “ The giuTiaon had only regimental amminiiUoit with llieni, and tluH liail 
been greatly reduced by the ae.tion of the ItlJi.” (HemBtuau, p. 98.) 
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and, l>,y slu'i-i' waiglil nl' juiiiilx'rH, ovorwlioltiuA Mutiny g.an'inon ; and 
tiic iK'ai'l iiK'HH (jf Uic vwlcdiiK' \vlii(;li grc'ctod (ioiigli next, luoi'iu'ng, 
when, in a hliiuling MiowHinrin, linaiul his hroops iniirchod inU) Moru’y’H 
(aiinp, was in ])rn|)(ifiion to nuni’s scnso of the paril fmiu v\hich l\is 
oppoiiuiK' arrival Itad n'scin'd Uioiii. '^I’hr' rolinving foreo spriih some 
days on ilic iSludairgardaJi wailing for Iho ai'rival of llio convoy and 

I] ' 0 O[)S triial wci'o coming lip from India. During lliosodays, snow.slorni 
ariccccdcd snowstorm, and jirovisions won' so shoii Hull Iho men 
“ won' on Indf ra,t,ions, and thori' wais noforago for Ifio animals beyond 
fill' wornnvood sond> from Hie sides of llie monnlain.” '■ On Ihe 2fith 

II) 0 (‘onvoy orossod i.he iSImlargardan ; on Hie 27Hi arrived 150 fur- 
lough mi'll, and, Iasi of all, two sipiadrons of the 9lh Lancers, Iho 
siglil. of whoso liiiggago, wliioh inoludi'd thoir fnll-dioss unifonns 
and ma.ohiui’i'y for llio manufacturi' of soda-water, rather .staggered 
Ooiigh.' 

On the 2S)Hi of Ootolior, the 21st Ihinjah Infantry started for the 
Knram anil Hio I'est of the troops for Kabul, in a snowstorm so heavy 
(hat/ it soon obliti'ratod all trace of the oamp whio.li had hi'on the 
scene of so gallant a dofeueo. TIu' oolinnn marched back uiiopposi'd, 
and, on tlii'dlli of Noveiuhor, (lough and JMonoy and their rospoclivo 
troojia entei'ed the iSliei'pnr (lantonment, where Koherts mot them 
with warm eoiigratuhvHons. By the ahandoutnent of the iShntargai'dan 
the I5ri|,i.sh force was left ent oil from India, for the troo])s advancing 
from Beshawur had not yet ojicncd uji tlic Kliyber road. 

OnHEnvATion 

Much was rislvi'd '' and nothing gained by retaining the position 

1 “ Old Moinoi'ies,’' liy Hir liugli (tough. Pall Mall Muguzina, Mai-cli, 1890, 
p, tjSI). ' -< itdcl. 

r One of Hie Oenwianiiing OlfieerH on ilio Shutargiirdan during the invoBt- 
inent wrilcs : • “If over a (Jonernl did a riaky tiling it lyas tlio way lie hnrriod 
on to Kidml and loft, tiio 21at and Hikha on the Shutargardnn 1 ! and wo liad 
a very narrow wn'iipo, to my mind.” 
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on the Slmtargardan. In the end Hugh CJough liad to go hiuT to 
leopen the road over that uiountain foj' the ])assagc of the convoy, s 
and reinforGoment.s coining up from tlio Kuram, and to rc'.scuc Moiu-y 
from the fonnidahle gathering of ti'iliemnen that had olosed round 
his eamjn Having cmbarkc'd on a dil'liciilt enti'rprise vvi(,h a danger- 
ously weak force, Roberis could not alTord to ,s])are a single man, 
nor, by division of his troops, to run the risk of chdeat in detail, riad 
he been unsuccessful at (Jharasiab, Money must oitlier havi' eii])itnlaLed 
to the Clliilzaia or been aimihilated by thorn ; and had (h)Uf!;h ajulved 
too lato to relievo Money and bring him and the ot.hcr roinforeenients 
■safely back to Kabul, Hoborts could not liavo eopod with the formidablo 
rising wliioh was to take place in December ; and he, too, would havo 
had to choose between caxhtidation and annihilatioir. I’ho abandoir- 
mont of the Slmtargardan would have made the ri.sks that were 
being run glaringly clear, and caused great an.viety to the Indian 
Government and .British public ; but these wenn .small evils wlunr 
weighed against the success of the Exjicditioir, w'hioh Roberts would 
have best secured by keeping hi.s force' intact. 



OirAlTlCli XTT 

Dislnrhaiiccs in the Kuniin. 'Zaimukht Expedition 

It was well that llohevts was ahlo ti) dotacli (hnigli to Money ’h assiwb 
auce, for no li(‘l|) cnukl liavo mwlied him from tho Kmam. 'I’lm 
hfato of that |>rovin('((, unHati.sfaotory during tlm Hunimor months, 
grow worse as the days Mliorfconed ; and, on tho L‘ftli of Ootnhor, tho 
Politioal ()(1i(‘er, Mr. .JaniOH CliriHtio, warned (fein'ral Clordon that tho 
Mangalw ami .lagi.s \\'(!ro assninhling, and that oither Ali Kind or tiio 
Ih'iwar Mountain would prul)ably bo attacked. "I’lu) warning came 
not a moment too .scron, Cor, in the .succooding niglit, tho triboHinm 
occukierl fho ravines on oithor side of tho Ali Khol oiitronchod camp, 
and at tlawn next day, a largo body of them girt quite close to its 
right I’aoo, held by tho 2!}tli I’unjab Tnfantiy, whilst anotlior party 
engaged the pie, hots of tho 8th Jving’s. 8ucce,s,sful ,sa]li<*,s wore maclo 
by Major (h K. D. Branson, LuaitcnantH I-l. B. Picot and ft. W* 
MaoljCod ; and Brigade-Major Captain H. O. Criniit, with a handful 
of cavalry, complct(jd tho onoiuy’s defeat in ono direction, whilst 
Colonel P. if. If. Harris with dctaclunoirts of the 6tb Gurkhas and 
Kth Bengal TnCantry cleared them out of tho gullies on the left of 
tho British outrenolmionts. Ciwaing tho Rokian River, tho tribesmen 
took up a H(!C(md po,sition on a wooded ridge ; but the guns of G~4 
Itoyal Artillery soon rendorod it untenable, and they fled, leaving 
many tlead on tho field and a few prisonera in the hands of iheit 
pursuers. 

Jfut in hill warfare a defeat is never final : dispersed at one point, 
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tlio active mountaineorfi quickly gather togctlior to threaten otlicra ; 
and at the very time when Gordon, liearing tliat tho water .su])])ly of 
the Shutargardan camp had been cut o(T, waa eager to send tlu' rein- 
forcements witluwt which Money could not possibly lvav(' retrc'uted 
thi'ougli tho Hazara Darakht Defile, his hands wei'e tied by tlu' rreovs 
that tlu'co tlionsand tribesmen were approaching Hah'sh Khel, an 
important post commanding tho principal road into Zaimiikhl, territory. 
The relief of the Shutargardan force and tho letiirn of the 21st Punjab 
Infantry to the Kuram somewhat lessened his anxieties ; but they 
were still heavy, and it was with great sati.sfaction that he T'('ceiv('d 
fnnn the Indian Government tho permission to shorten Ids line of 
ooramunications by withdrawing from Ali Kliel and tlie wliohs of tho 
Hariah Valley, and making tho Poiwar Mountain earn]) his most 
advanced post. But though, in this matter, the advice of the man 
upon the spot was taken, Gordon paid tho jx'iialty c)f giving it in liis 
recall to Simla, where he resumed Ids post as Deputy Adjutant-General, 
Brigadier-General John Watsoji, V.C., succeeding 1dm in tlio Kuram 
command. 

One of the evil effects of tho ooenpation of tho Kuram iiad been 
the ce.s>sation of the good relations which, over since the Punjab had 
been amiexed to British India, had existed between tho frontier 
authorities and the Zaiimdihts. No tribe had given loss trouble ; 
only once, in 1855, liad it shown signs of hostility ; * no punitive 
expedition had ever entered its territory. But neither its good will 
towards its friendly neighbour, nor its respect for that neighbour’s 
power, was proof against the temptations put in its way by ill-guarded 
baggage trains and commissariat convoys, daily to bo sci'n skiiting 

1 “ Tn tho early years of tho annexation (of tho Punjah) the ZiurauklilH gavo 
little trouble, but in IS.'iS they assumed a hostile attitude, and among other aciU) 
of ho.stility tlioy took part in. tlie aifair near Daraamaiid on .10th of April, After 
the expedition to the Miranzai Valley in 1850, however, their behavkuu' boeaine 
good.” {lierrird of Ea'pediHcms against the North-West Frontier Tribes, pp. 410, 
417.) 
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its boi'cleis ; and when, ))y ilio .suhntitiiLion of ifie road uj) the valley, 
on Uie left hanlc of (Jio [viirain liivor, for that on the right hank, 
o])))oi'tuni(ieM of plundc'r were multiplied, tho inclination to avail itself 
of them glow npaeo, and violationn of neut)'ality assiuned a more and 
more harharoiis ohai'acter. J\1any a Htraggler was cut oil' by Zaimukht 
handw, and Nui'gt'on iSmytli’.s death lay at their door ; yet beyond 
ini])Osing linc'H, which were rawer paid, no Htep.s rrere taken to punish 
thoi)' evil dei'ds or' put an end to tlunj' depredations, till a crowning 
outrage overeaiuo tlu' unvvillingnoaM of lire Indian Government to 
inoj'oaMC' tho area over wliieh it was optmly engaged in hostilities with 
tho tribes. 

On the 2!)th of iSejrtemlx'r, Lieutenant JG G. Kinlooh, riding hetwoeii 
Clia]iri and Mundari, fell into a Zaimukht amhu.sh, and, on falling 
wormded I'roin his liorsrr, u'a.s litm-ally hacked to pieces as he lay helpless 
cm the gronnd.' 'I'o have abstained from exacting retribution for ao 
dastardly a ci'ime, would have besm a ccmfcs.sion of weakness such as 
no Governnieut, olaiming t(j ho strong, could alford to make ; .so 
Br igadiei'-Genc'ral '^Pytlor was ordered to organize a punitive expedition. 
Himultanoously, a proclamation was issued, setting forth tho reasons 
foi' tho expedition— the many misdeeds erf which the Zaimukhts had 
beem guilty — and tire objects it had in view, namely, the .safeguai'ding 
of tho British communications and tho constructing of a road between 
Torawari in Zaimukht, and Balesli Khcsl in British teiTitory, and 
warning the neighbours of tho offending tribe against rendering it 
any assistance. 

The exjrodition wa.s late in starting owing to the prior claims of 
the Kabul h’oren on the resources erf the district, but the interval was 
profitably employed. Towards the end of October, Lieutenant- 
Colonel It. G. Rogers, with a flying column, Gonsi.sting of the 85th 
Toot, 20th Punjab Infantry, and two mountain guns, dispersed the 
throe thousand tribe,smen, whose assembling near JBalesh Khel had 

c Jhmni of .l'hi)i;(lUiom (tcjmuAl (he North-West NroiUier Tribes, p. 418. 
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stood ill the way of Goi'don’s sctuling help to Moiioy. Ou tlio 21nt of 
NovomliGr, Major T. R. Davidson, ivith a squadron of tin' 18ili Boiigal 
Cavalry, made a dash into thi! onomy’n country and captured twi'lvo 
mm, who had taken part in a very serious and sanguinaiy raid info 
British territory; and about tlio same binio Rc'ssaldai' Nadar Ali 
Khan, with only thirty-six troopers of the ISth Bengal Cawahy, 
attacked a thousand Zaimukhts wlio were lhr('at(‘ning the Briliish 
])ost at Chapri, and drove them off with the loss of iliii'teen killed and 
many wounded, his own casualties being only l.hree nuni wonndi'd. 

On the 28th of November, Tytler shiffed his heathpiaTtei's in 
Ealosh Kliel, and on the 20tli mad(! a reconnaissanee in person into 
Zaimukht territory. On the 1st of December, two sirrong reeon- 
noitrlng pmiios penetrated into tho country in a norlhctiy direction ; 
on the 3rd, Colonel Rogors o.xplori'd tlie Tortnng Delile, and, the Ha,im' 
day, Major C. R. Pennington examincfl tho old Kaiila rouie. lOaeh 
of these parties was accompanied by one or other of ilu' two Jkilitieal 
Officers attached to the Ji'orcc—Major J. 0. Plowdou and Captain 
A. (.bnolly—and several of thorn by Mr. O. B. Hcott of the .Survey 
Oopartment, who took ample advantage of f.ho opportunities l.hns 
aiforde.d him of correeting and adding to f.lie eK-i.sting surveys, 'riie 
result of all these reconnaissances had gone to prove that the I, ask 
that lay before Tytlcr’s Foi'ce might prove a very dillioulli one if the 
Zaimukhts, wlio were known to bo aide to pub tlirao thousand live 
hundied fighting men into the field, worn to oflor a strenuous and 
ivell-considered resistance to its movoinonts ; fur though the triangular 
piece of coiintiy inhabited by thorn is not largo—it has an urea 
of from three to four hundred square miles — its fertile valhys are 
■separated from the outer world and from each other by loffy, rugged 
chains of mountains, which an invader must .scale, or make his apju'oacli 
through narrow and dangerous defiles. Portunatuly, there, were 
reasons for hoping that the oppo,sition to ho met with would lie slight ; 
the exploring iiartics had nut been interfered with, and many villagora 
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hail sliovvti Ulcir 1,0 c(iiv()iliiil,(i tlicLi' inviuli-ni by brinf;iu^ in 

olliTinKN of Iiiitiry aiul eggs , alsii, ilini'd (ioiiUl )h) no diiubti Uiat the 
wlioln |)('(>pl(‘ wci'i', Inully iii'inccl, i, licit- lies!, u’caiioii.s iicing ukl iiuiicli- 
loi'hrt, swurds, atul knives, Innvcvcr, was a man to nniko 

sui-c of HiiiiccMs, not to count upon it, and it was witli a I'oi'cc .strong 
cnuugli to beat down all opposition,* 

() Woinitiuu 

grid Sidii'cH ..... Hniif'id C'avali-y, 

Vu.’i Milli-t ..... Miu’opean liiiVinlry. 

I,H'2(I llilli--- N'ative [nfaipry, 

and with an tunple .supply of pi-oviHions—eli-ven day, s’ sup])ly for 
eurretit usi-, ton days in reservi' tit Tonuvari — (hat, on tlie 8tli of 
Di'eeinber, lie at last crossed the frontier. Ills objective ])oint was 
Zawo, the most northerly .-md dtstant of all the Zaimukht valleys, 
and one so dillieuK. of !i,p[)roaeh that it was thought to be ina(;(ie,sHibJe ; 
and the road si-leeted by liiiu was the old Kalila route, miounoitrod 
by I’enningtnn, 

for five ttuvrehes the advane.i- was nnoventful, e.veejit that a halt 
was made at IVlanatu in order that three, columns might scour the 
Wata/.ai Valley, whose jii-oplo had been implicated in many of the 
raid.s for whicli r'etrihuliion was now to be c.vacted. .t'oui- village.^ 

1 (lOMI-OSITJON OB' fCUlOK. 

1 -8 Knyal .Vi-tiltery, -I Km-w Alouiitain (hitis . Atiijm-.f. ihuighton. 

. IjiouUuuml 11. N. Jervois. 

I Captain IX A. Grant, 

|- JJoutonniit-Colonol R, C. Low. 

. Lioutonant H. P. Leach. 

. Lieutonant-Colonol W, Playfair, 

, Lfentionant-Cnlonol H. P. Cloao. 

, Colonel R. G. ftogor.^. 

. Colonel J. J. H. Cordon. 


No, I Mouiilaiu Baliery, '2 ((uus . 
Detiusluneat ii-S'(li King’s ■ 

,, 8f)lh ReftUnent . 

„ 1st ReiiKal Cavalry . 

„ 13 til Bengal Cavalry 

„ LSdi .Bengal Cavalry 

8tl\ ( lompauy Horigal Happoas and Alinors 
18th Bisngal hifantry .... 
4th Punjab Infantry .... 
2()th Punjab Tnfmtry .... 
gOtb Punjab Infantry .... 
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wore burned, Init llieii' inhalutaiita had. Jled, carrying oil' willi (hoin 
all their posaesssioUH. On the 12tli of Oeeemher, M’ytler reached 
(Jliinarak, only oigJit niile.s hliort of Zawo, wlu're the roaclM from lialesh 
Khel, Thai, and Torawari moot, anil the ni'\l, day, h-aving a large, 
part of his troops, under Oolonei Rogers, to protect this impoi’tnut 
point, he started out to force the Zawo JDehle. His dlniini.slied force 
he had organized into three columns : the left column, consisting of 
the 4tli Punjab Infantry commanded by Jieulcnant-Colonel Close, 
was to crown the heights on the west ; the right cohimn, composed 
of two mountain guns, four companies dhth Idiot, and four companies 
29th Punjab Infantry under Colonel Gordon, those on the oast of the 
dofilo ; whilst the main body, comprising 

2 Screw Mountain Guns . . 1-8 Itoyid Artillery, 

COSalu'os l.'Jth hengid Cavalry. 

100 llilk's null Bengal Infimtiy, 

200 Rifles 20(h Punjab Infantry, 

1-Ialf-oompany 8tli Bengal iSipipers and Mineiv, 

under hi.s personal leadership, was to make its way up the delilo iiself. 
Two miles nortli of Chinarak, Tytler took uji a position on a plateau 
ovorlooldng the village of Ragha and the dc/ilc, and from tills point 
of observation he brought the screw guns to boar on a crowd of 
Zaimukhts massed along a ridge which covers tho Zawo Valley. As 
soon as ho saw that their fire had shaken tho enemy, ho dropped buck 
into the ravine, and, still protected by the flanliing columns, |)ursued 
his difiicnlt course up the bouldor-strcwn bod of the stream which 
flows through it. The tjappers and Minors did all in their power to 
smooth a way for the mountain guns, but the difficulties to he overcome 
were so many and so groat that the day was far spent before tho fore.o 
reached Bagli, barely two miles beyond Ragha, and nearly four from 
its starting-point at Chinarak.* A cursory examination of the road 


• Tytler’s Despatch, dated 20tli Deoemher, 1879. 
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in froiii, hIiowoiI it, m.'H ovi'U wovsn tlian the rnad bcliind, and, parUy 
on UiiH acfoiinli, parUy bfoausc lu‘ had J\a<l to nond olT all his wator- 
fai'i'ici'H to tiordon, whose troops were suH'ering seveiely fioia tlur.st, 
Tytler lesolved to l)ivoiiaek for the night. 

Tlio.se (loops, after driving the enemy from the ,slo])eH of the hills 
east of Hiigha, had found thenmelves eonfi'onted by a largo body of 
triboHiiven posted on a rooky ridg(', from which the 85th Foot vainly 
dic'd In di.slodge t.hc'm. Direct attacks having failed, a flanking force 
consist, itig of t,wo companie,H of thci 2t)th I'unjab Infantry under 
lieutenant It, W. MacJjCod, support'd iiy a similar detachment under 
Major D. M. D, Dranson, captured a hill from which an onlLlading lire 
could be brought, to hear upon the enemy's hue. Instead of taking 
to flight tlio Zainuddits flung themselves boldly on the trocjps, and 
there was some hard liand-to-liand lighting in which a Native OlTicorj 
tlcmadar Idwl Ahmud, grc'atly distinguished himself. In the cud 
discipline and good wc'apons prevailed as usual over undisciplined 
numbers, and Gordon’s men slept that night in thcc position they 
had won.^ 

Ne.vt morning, leaving hhs Cavalry, of nliich he could make, im use, 
behind him, T’yt,lcr resniued his maroh and soon came in sight of largo 
bodies of Zaimulchts oeoupying botli sides of the luvino. The .screw 
guns wc'i’c', (juiclily hremght to bear upon the closely packed masses, 
and Iho .shells bursting among thc-m soon forced them bo abandon 
their position. Home rctreatckl up the ravine, others scaled its walls, 
oniy to Ih> met aberve by tlm Hanking columns and to eome under the 
fire of Cordon’s mountain guns. Unable to sta,nd aga,inst foes so 
much bott,or armed than themselves, the Zuimukhba scattered in all 
dh'ections, and with his flanks fully secured, Tytler left the bed of the 
stream and moved up a precipitous path along which the men were 
obliged to advance in single file. On their upward way the troops 


1 Jfecerd o/ ApediHons agakisl the Norffi-Wesl Frontier Tribes, p. 422. 
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came undet a lieav'y iirt' hy wliioli Liciilx'niini 'J'. J. O'l), l-Ji'tiny, 
Adjutant, of llie 4th Jhliijal) h)ljiiiti’y, and one oi liis men wei'o mortally, 
and a non-comniihsioned olliuor ul the Hinne rejfinu'nt, daiigerouHly 
wounded.* from tJie buininit of this luvcipitous pass the 1 , 1 'oops 
looked down ui)on Zawo, a JiorseKhoe-bhaj)od valley, shut in hy lolly 
mountain, s and dotted f)ver w'itk villages, 'rytliu' instantly sc-nt dow n 
several detaclimcnts, protected by a covering party of the 4th Punjab 
Infantry, and in a very short tiinc every house in Zawo was in llanu's 
and the punitive expedition on its way back to Bagh. On the !)f,h, 
a small force, under Lieutcnant-Oolonel Ijow', had pene.trated into 
another Zahnukht valley, destroyed three villages and retired without 
loss. On the 15th of December, tlie wiioh' of the punitive i'oree was 
once again concentrated at (Jhinarak. On tlie Kith, it niov('d (‘astei'ly 
to Nawukzi (nine miles) ; the ff)llo\ving day to Sparkhwait (sevtm 
miles), a strongly fortified village on the odg(i of tiu' count, ly of the 
Urale/ais, who, in defiance of the Proclamation, bad musten'd tlu'ir 
fighting men and come to tli<-. help of tlie Zaimukhts. vShoi'l,age of 
supjilie.s kept ''L'yt’lor from marching straight into thoii' tej'ritory, and 
whilst waiting for the return of the carriage he had d('Hi)atclu'd t,,o 
hi.s depot at Torawaii, Ire I'cecivccl oj’ders from (Jencral Wat, son to 
t)riug his operations to a conclusion, as his trooi)s were neialcd to malre 
a demonstration towards the yiiutargardan, with a view to reducing 
the pressure on Roberts who was reported to be surroundt'd at Kahiil." 
The order was peremptory, yet Tytler felt that ho eoidd not obey it 
without reserve. On the hills in front of his camp a largo number of 
UrakzaLs had assembled who would undoubtedly seriously hara.ss Iii,s 
retirement, should lie enter on it without first, dispersing them or 
receiving their submission ; and the moral results of his oxp('dition 
would be lost, should men come to think that it liad so oxhaiistcid 
his resources as to leave him with no power to embark on a, second. 

1 Tytler’s Despatoli. 

“ Record of Expeditions against the, North-West Frontier Tribes, p. 424. 
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liilliK'iu'fil by thoHc cunHidoiutioiLs, ho j'oj>Uc-fl Lo WatHoii’s simimonK 
by clo.siiatuliing a .s(|iia(b'(iii oC tlio L'Jili Boiigal Limoci's and the 
JBtb Hfiigal lufaiiLi'y, via Torawan to Thai, and kuj)i; liis gi'ouiid 
id iS]);u'lvliwid(i (lill iho IJi'alvKaLs, ignorarii/ of what v\'as happuning at 
Kabul, and oowod Ity bin (ii'in attitude, gave lio, stages for tho payniont 
of a litK' of Its. H,000 ; and tho Zaiiuuklith, anotlior of whoso villages 
ho ha,d dostroyod, agi'oi'd to pay all tho linos o^ving by thorn, no^v 
amounting to Its. 26,00(1, surrondorod five Imndi'od matchlocks and 
fiv(' hundred swoi'ds, and jdacod forty-eight ho, stages in his hands, 
'riie.so guarantc'OH of bettor conduct in tho future onco obtained, ho 
struck his camp aiul made a forced march to Chinarak and tlicnco to 
Thai, whoro ho arrived on the 23rd of Doemnhor. 

Thu' Hril.ish loss in tho Zaimuklit campaign ^vas very small — only 
one private of (ilui 'Ith Punjab Infantry killed in addition to Lieutenant 
llouny, and the non-emn missioned odiccr of tho -tthrunjab Infantry, 
and a jiiivato of tho 2!)ih Pimjah Infantry wounded on the Mth of 
Doeemlier ; but tho name of tho distinguishcil leadoi’ of tho o-xpedition 
must ho added to this list. Of a constitution never robirst and early 
cnfochlcd by wounds received in tho Mutiny, Tytler’s health had boon 
.severely tried fiy tho hardHhi])S and anxieties of tho Khyber campaign ; 
and tlio Zaimuklit o.x})edition so sapped his remaining strength that ho 
could make no light against disease, and when attacked by pneiunonia, 
sank rapidly, dying at Tlud on the 14th of Pobruary, 1 8S0. Jirst and 
considerate, firm and kind, no officer in the Indian Army was more 
trusted and lieiovcd than Im ; and Surgeon-Major Evatfc did not ex- 
aggerate wii<3n lie wrote in liis Jhwllectiotis, tliat Tytler's memory was 
" a groat bond,” drawing together all who had ever served under him. 

An excellent oiiportimity for withdrawing from tho Kirram pre- 
soirted it,solf at tho close of Tytler’s expedition. Zaimukhts, Urakzais, 
GhilKais had had their lea,son, and as Roberts’s line of communications 
with India had boon dolinitoly transferred to the Khyber, the Kuram 
had coaaod to play any part in tho military operation.? still being 
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carried on in AfghanLstan. Asa possossiou it was wortl\l(‘ss, and the 
state of things existing in its garrison, faithfully |■('pol'te(;l hy Watson 
to the Indian (iovernment. was the strongest possible argutnent for 
abandoning it. 'Ihc Lst Bengal Cavalry had a huiwlrecl and seven 
men on .sick leave ; the Lst Bengal Infantry two hundred and fifty 
men, and the 21sb J^unjab Infantry two hundred men, in hosp'tal or 
on sick leave. Burtlier, tlie.so regiments and tlic 20tli I’unjab Infantry, 
an exceptionally healthy corp.s, taken together were live hundi'ed and 
forty-eight below their strength, and for this .shoi’tage there was no 
remedy, as their commanding officera infornrrd Watson that I'eeriiits 
would not join them so long as they remained in t])i.s inhosja'tahle ami 
detested region. The preponderance of oj)iuiou among the higher 
political and military authoritic.s in India, was in favour of aeting on 
the advice implied in Watson’s candid reports. ‘ Hir hrederiek Haines, 
the Conimander-iu-(Jhief, laid strisss on the fact) that, as a conHe((iion(!o 
of clioosing the Shutargardan road for Kir ]*'. Itoherts’s advance on 
Kabul, that commander had been obliged to cut liitnself oil from his 
base and turn his force into a Hying column ; ■’ but Lord Lyttou 
could not be brought to abandon a route on which ho had phuietl such 
high hopes, and the Kuram continued to absoi-b and waiar down 
regiments whose services would have been ii.seful clsmvhere, till, at 
the end of the war, a new Viceroy recalled its garj'isou to Imlia, and 
British claims on the province fell, for a time, into abeyance. 

1 “ So far as I can judge, tho ])re 80 ut proiionderanee of ophuon on the piii't 
of our higher military and political authorities is in favour of l.j'eating the Ivliyher 
as our main permanent line of advance towai’ds Kabul, and aillior nhaiuhining 
or leaving unimproved our present advanced position in the Kuram.” (Minute 
by Lord Lytton, dated Simla, 20th May, 1880.) 

2 “ As regards tho Kuram line, it is certainly true, as pointed out hy his 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, that Gonei'al Roberts, wlien advancing 
upon Kabul by this lino, was obliged to cut himself off from his base of 0 |)orationH, 
and that, until that base was transferred to the Khyber, his forne was virtually 
acting as a flying column,” (Minute by Lord Lytton, dated Kimla, 6tli June. 
1880.) 
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OiismtvATroN.s 

Oitsunv v'l'JON I. 'I'lu' forcing of (lie Vmwo Dclilc is ti line CAnin])l(> 
of liow ;in oiieralion of iliis kind should he condiuiljcd. 'I'hc flanking 
coliinins, wliilc securing Ihi' safeliy of tiui main body inareliing in the 
bod of the st.i'cani, eoubiniK'd to be in. tonoli with it, and were alilo to 
siiiipoi't itis turning jiartie.s. Hut, however deserving of praisc3 as a 
niilifiiry o])oration, thi' invasion of Ziwo was of doiditfnl value from 
a political point of vimv. Its obji'ct was to impress the Zaimuklits 
and all their ni'igh hours with the conviction that no corner of their 
territoru's was so reniol/C that tin* arm of the Indian Oovermnont 
could not reach it ; but, in teaching tboin tins lesson, it also taught 
them another, viz;, that thoiigli Jlritish troops may always bo able 
to pi'iielralo into tho very heart of the hills, they can barely 
maintain tlicmselvcs there, (or a day. It was this inability which 
drove Tyllcr into adojiting a incthod of punishment repugnant to 
Immunity and justice, h’or lack of time to destroy thoroughly tlio 
defences of the villages— a jienalty that falls on the men tif the tribe — 
be luirned the villages themsidves, thus inflicting great suiferiug on 
its women and childri'n ; and what makes his action in this matter 
the more indi'fensihh' is the sti'ong probability that tho people of that 
distant v alloy luid had nothing to do with the outrages thus harshly 
a,vt'nged ; the- guilty villages — all known to the political officers — 
were those lying on or near tho British border, and if there was to bo 
any destrueliou of liousos, it sliould have been confined to thcnii 

OnsMiiv.'Vl'iON n. The suceossful invasion of tho Zawo Valley 
domonstrates tho groat value of Mountain Artillery. Tytlor himself 
expressed tho opinion that in tho absence of such guns the operation 
would have failed. 
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Re-Occupation oF (Jandainak 

OOMMUNIOATION WITH KAlilfL TJiM PO RAHU-. Y OlMOMlfll) 

The Indian Govoriimont’.s dociHion to Hcnd tlio i'm'iiC' dowtinod to av('ngo 

tho niiiNHaoro of the British MLsKioii via the Shutargardiiii, was cleter- 

inined by the desire for rapidity of action, and witli a lull ix'alizatinu 

of tlio fact that Hir h’. Roberts must bo fiiruishi'd, as early as j)osKibl(', 

with some less j)rccariouo lino of comnuuhoation with India than tliat 

by which ho himself had rnarchod. With this object in view Ht(‘]»s 

* 0 

woro taken to I'o-oociipy the Khybor route as far as ({audaiiiak, and 
to provide a moveable column to be employed in ojxmitig up, and 
keej)iug open, tho road between that iroint and Kabul. 

Major-General It. 0. Bright' wa.s appointed to the ooinmand td' 
tho Division luobiliiiing for these purpose.s, the composition of which 
was : — 

IMajor-GmeJ'id R. O. lirighl, C.lh, Coiriiuiuidiug. 

Captain E. W. R. Crofton, Aido-do-Camp. 

(Japtain J. Jfcf. Bariuird, Aido-de-Camp. 

Lieutenant-Colonel R. M. Womyss, Chief of the SlalL 
Major W. Boyea, Assistant Adjutant-Gonoral. 

Captain the Hon’blo 0. Dutton, AsBistant QuartormaHler-Clenei'id. 
Gaiitain R, O’d. Brook, Provost-Marshal. 

1 Robert Onesiphorus Bright waa born in 1S2-1, and entered tlio Army in 
Served throughout the Crimean War of ISii'i-Si) ; prOHont at tlio lull lies 
of Alma, Inkerman, attack on the Rodau, and final assault of iSovastopol ; Hrovot 
of Lieutenant-Colonel. Ako the Hazara campaign of 1808, when he com- 
manded the leadhig ooluran in the attack on tho Black Mountain. In 1879, ho 
was commanding the Meerut Division. A man of good, sound common Honso, 
always ready to accept responsibility and support his subordinates, Bright 
enjoyed tho respect and confidonco of all hia oillcers.— H. B. II. 
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MKD (OAli D KPA llTAt HN'J'. 

Di'piiW Surncdii-Ociuinil II. II Xra.wiii'a, I'riiKiiiiiil Medical Ofliccf. 

( 'OMMrSSAIHAT DuCAKTM KN'I'. 

Major N. II. Bnritoii, IViiHiiiMil CoinniiHsarial Ollkw. 

VlTI'IJlUNAHY l.)r.ll‘AIl'mi')OT’. 

Vctcrinary-Siii'f'eini li’. K, (lollina, l»niici])al Votoriiiary Surgeon. 

('OMMlINlflA'I'roN.S AWl) 'I'RANHPOII'I'. 

Bicnloiiaiii-Oolniuil VV- S. A. Lnoldiarl, Rnad C'nmnHiiKlanl, 
ljU'iiI.enaiili 15. I!, (iokc, AasiMliuit, Hoad (.lomtiiaiidanl. 

|ji(Hii(>iiani A. A. Hawlin.Mim, AHtimlant linad lliniiinaiKlani. 
lA(Hilcnaiil.-('())()iic| ri. St. (I. Tucker, Direclnr of Ti’aiiN)iorf. 

Major .1, 'I'. Humphrey, ill eliarge of fi'ield Treimure ChiMt. 

Lieuleiiaiif .1. li. MaeDoniioll, in cliarge of Signalling. 


Aii'i'inwsny. 

C'olouel C. Tlf. 0. ISvaiw, (lommandinR. 
flaptaii) 14. A. fjanning, Adjutant. 

('fiplaiii l{. II. S. Hakor, Orderly Offiocr. 

I A Iloyal Homo Artillory, Major M. W. Oniinaiicy. 

('-If Royal Arl.illory, Major If. Cl, MagoniH. 

ll-I) Royal Artillery (Moimlain (iiiiia), Major J. M. l)oiiglnn. 

K! 9 Itoyal Artillery (Heavy (luiia), Major (1. W. Wilnon.' 

No. 4 lla'/ara Moimlaiu BatUiry, (japtaiii A. Brondfooi, 

Ordnaiiee Piolcl I’ark, Major S. (largill. 

TCjfomisuu Dbi'artmknt. 

Liinitonant-Ooloiiol 11. Limonil, (lommaucling Royal Engineor. 

Major 10, T. '(’hiiekcray, iiV.C., 2nd in Coramaud. 

No. 2 Com|)any Sapperu and Miners, Jjion(.otiaiit J. (1 L. darapbell. 

No, If Company Sappers and Minors, Captain II. Hove. 

No. n Comjjany Sappers and Miners, Lieutenant E, S. Hiil. 

No. li Company Sappers and Miners, Lioutonaat W. E. TI. Stafford. 


1 General Robevt.s Jiaving asked for ffeavy GnnS( Major Wilson’s Battery 
Uiarnlied inlo the Rhybev Pass, but was sent back, owing lo the diflieulties of 
tboi'oaci— H. B. H. 
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Brigiwlicr-ftenui al U. J. iS. Ciough, V.C., C. 11, ( 'iiinmaiuling. 
Captniu M. G. ficrard, Brigado-llnjor. 

Major A. A. A. Kiiilocli, Dopiity AshiHlaiil (Jiiartoiiiiiisli'r-Gftu'rnl. 
Major JI. J. friillowH. Bilgiulc 'IVariHpoid Office] . 

Lieutenant R It. JL Driitninond, Orderly Officer. 

Ca])tain L. d’lzolcci'. Political A.ssiataiit. 

i fiivalnj. 

10th Bengal Ijancors, Major W. H. Macnaght('n, 

Guides Cavalry, Major f). iStevvart.i 

1 7)1(1 nil y. 

2-9(li Boot, Li(3utcmint-Colonel W. Dmint. 

2ud GurkliftH, Alajor A. Hattyc'. 

Ouide.s Infantry, Major R. B. Campliell.i 
4tli Gui'ldiiiH, Aliijor F. ]<’. Roworoft. 

2-ttli Punjab Infantry, Lioutonant-Coliinel 1''. I?. ISiorman. 

Sikhs, Ideutenanl-Coloiiol F. M. Armsliong. 

2nd Brkudk. 

Bcig.xdipr-Goncral 0. 0. Arliuthnot, G.I3., (Jotmnanding. 

Captain ,T. Cook, Brigade-Major. 

Captain C. A. Carthcw, Deputy A,ssistnn( Quurlerniiisler-Geiu'ral. 

Cavalrtj. 

fltli Dragoon Guards (Carabiiiiers), Lientonanl-Cdlonol J, Ryer'. 

3rd Bengal Cavalry, Lientenaut-Colonol A. U, D, Maeicen'/lo. 

I7th Bengal Cavalry, Licutcnant-Goloncl T. ,1. Walson, 

I nliinirii. 

51st Ring’s Ovvn Light, Infantry, Lieutenant-Colouol ('. Bnli-Aetnn. 
22nd Punjal) Infantry. Colonel J. J. O’Bryon, 

27th Punjab Infantry, Lieutenant-Colonel C. ,1. Hughes. 


3bd Bkioadk. 

Brigadier-General J. Doran, G,B., Corurtianding. 

Major H. P. Poanson, Brigade-Major. 

Lieutenant F, 0. Maisey, Deputy Assistant Quart cn'inaHtor-Oeneral, 

1 Ljeutenant-Oolonel F. H. Jenkins comniajided the Corps of Guidos, vvhieh 
eon-sistect of 2 squadrons Cavalry and 8 oomjmnies Infantry. 
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Infanlt;/. 

] I2(J) Ifdol, t'dloiiel ( 1 . P. VViilkor. 

2iid liiliinliy, IjioulPtiaiil-ColoiK'l 'P. N. Biilcor. 

Sill B(‘i)^iil l/ifiuiliy, Lii‘iilcni)nl-('(jloi}ol II. Hinitli. 
liOlli l‘iinjal) hifaiitiy, ('i)loncl 'P. VV. Li. BoinniKon. 
I’lmjal) Infantry, Lieut cimiit-fAilonoi li’. Tvveddril. 

'Petal ll,(>CM) of all tanka and 24 guna. 


Ifroiii tliene figui'i'H oonHklt'cable deducLitHis must be made, for the 
ti'() 0 [)H in actual oooujiation of tlio K-liyber included in .Bright 'a force, 
wei'o in a nickly conrlition, neven hundred and twenty men out of 
tvvelvi' hundred and eighty at All IVIanjid being in hos^iital ; and 
those belonging to the I’eshawar garrison were in little better cased 
Five, thouhtind men wort' to be held in reserve, paitly at Peshawar, 
ptui/ly tit Rawal Pindi ; and as tire Bengal Army was nntible to furnish 
all tin* troops needed for botli forces, the 1st, 4th, and 16th Regiments 
Madras Inftintry, and A, C, and I companies Madras yappers and 
Miners, wc'rc' to be, mobilized and sent to the last-named station. 
Bright’s Division was divided into three Brigades, the first of which, 
under Brigadier-doneral Oliarles Glough, was to push on as cpriokly 
as possible to tlandamak, and from this point, acting in conjunction 
witli Roberts’s troops, to keej) open coinmnnication witli Kabul. 
Tlu‘ Si'cond Brigade, under Brigadier-General C. G. Arlmtlmot — head- 
quarters at Jollalabad — ^was to be responsible for the safety of the 
line of communications between Basawal and Gniidamak ; and the 
Third Brigadi^, under Brigadier-General J. Doran— head-ijuarters at 
Lundi Kobal — for the security of the road between Jamrnd and 
Basawal. Bright’s hcad-qiiarters, as well as Gough’s, wore to ho 
established at Gandamak, where provisions for ten thousand men 
for two mouths wore to bo collected. 

» One of the regimentfl of this garrison was in such a deplorable state that it 
had to bo relieved and sent back to Peshawar. — 11. B. H. 
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Bright arrived at PcHluuvar on tlio I5tli Hcj)tenil)Oj', to lind i,o liis 
dismay that all availahlo carringo both in tlio caiitomiujni,(s and tl\o 
District — even a considerable jjortion of the moveable (iolnmir carriage, 
vvhieli might at any uioinent be needed to move troops to reinl'oree 
tlrreatoncd outposts — was being diverted to Knra,m. Driven to tlio 
risky expedient of employing Afridi transport — much ol it stolen liy 
the tribes during the first campaign — to tlirow suiiplies in(,o laindi 
Kotal, he offered such liberal terms that contracts wore frc'ely accepted ; 
but ovving to the great Mahomedan b'stival, the Id, tlieir i'nllilment 
was for a time delayed. Eventually, liowi'vc'r, tlic Amir ha.ving 
written to prohibit all o])p<).sition to the advance of thi' British troops, 
supplies were taken forward a.s ipiickly as they could he eollc-el.ed. 

By the. 2Rth of yeptomber 1,885 Briti.sk and ‘l,0()0 Na,tiv(' i.roo[)a 
belonging to Briglit’.s Division liad enneentrated al. Ik'.sluiwar, and 
Clough’s Brigade oon.si.sting of 

ARTjr.i.Kitir. 

I- A Royal ftorso Artillery. 


Oavaimy. 

2 8([ii(i(lronH lOLli Ilnngal Oavalry, 

2 ,, (iiiidi'K (Jiivalry. 

f Nt'ASTRV. 

2-9th Root. 

21tli Punjab Inftinlry. 

Cruidew Tnfautiy. 

Wq,s. 2 .Hid 0 Compankfl Saxipens and Minora. 

started the .same day for the Kliybor, e(p.rippcd witli just lialf its 
jiropor allow'aneo of transport. 

Dakka ivas occupied on the 30th of September and Basavval on the 
2nd of October. Plere, defective oarriage* and hick of supplies resulted 
in a week’s halt. All the mules on the Khybcr line liad been, de.spatehed 
to tlie Knratn, so Gough’s transport consisted of oamels and bullock 
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carlH ; l.lio bfiiwh in poor (Hmdil.ion, t,lu' carts in iii.suHicieni niimbcrs. 
Between l)akl<H and Ibisawal liia iH'iit'-jrnaid bad been eleven hours 
on ilie road, and the eaids, as liny eaine ,straj;£i;linff in, deposited one 
load only to back to brinu; up anotlier. Bor snj)plie,s lie had prac- 
tically to look to the count, ry ihrougli which he was inarching, and, 
at lirst, tlie Afghan authorities-— the (lovernor of Daldia and the Khan 
of halpura — refusetl to hel]) him to collect them, on tlio ground tliat 
they could not do so without orders from tlio Amir. When these 
oi'ders had heim reeoivc'd, and they professed their willingness to obey 
thorn, tlie |)overty of trhe people stood in the way ; for no price would 
they willingly surrender the food and forag<‘ which they needed for 
themsi'hu's and Iheir livestock. In ono way or another, enough wa.s 
at last got together to warrant a farther move, and Gough marched 
to Barikab and from thenci*, on the IBth, to Jellalahad, wliere the 
rumours tliat had already inaehed him of Roherts’s arrival at Ka.hul 
wore eonlirmed by a messtmgm' from Major Hastings. The ncw,s was 
sent on to Divisional Tlead-(Fiartors at Lnndi Kotal, and Bright’s 
t'hief of the Stall' luTiographed Imek the suggestion that (tough should 
send a flying eohinm, under Oolonol donkins, into C'lhilKai territory 
to cut oil fugitives fi'om Kabul, 'riie jiropo.sal may have apjieared 
j'casonahle to men at a distance, hut to the mn.n on the spot it seemed 
little h'ss than madness to ask liim to split up a force numbering hut 
three hundred cavalry and fourteen liimdred infantry, and to Hcatter 
it over thir'ty or forty miles of wild and barren country. In tlio hope 
of ca})turing mi'ii ivho, at home among the lulls, would have no 
difficulty in ('hiding tlu’ search parties ; so, with Tlcnkin.s’s hearty 
cone-urrenco, tlu'- General declined to ho drawn asido from tho work 
originally a(!t him, and having collectod a certain amount df supplies, 
raarclu'd on to k’uttehabad, tho scone, of his brilliant action in the 
first phase of tlio war.^ Hero he found letters from Roberts, urging 
him to pusli on to Gamlamak, and, having obtained Bright’s 

1 Hoe. VoL If. (fhapler .KXV. of this History, 

o 

V 
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pcnnissioii, Lc occupied Lhfitj pl:ic.(‘ 011 Uio 20ti]i (»1 Ocliolxu', \vith Mic 
Hazara Moiiniaia Batl.ery, lOLh Bengal Lancerw, 2 Dili li’ooi, and l.hc 
Guides. As soon as he could .«eo Ins way in a riirllier advance, he 
wrote io Roberts proposing that, on a day In be /Ked by liiin (Bob('i'ts), 
one column .sliould start out iVoiu Kabul and anolliei' from (landamalc 
to meet at some selected spot— a concerted movement u liieb would, 
he believed, forestall and, probably, binder a Ghilzai lising. Hoberts 
accepted the proposal and named Sell Raba, a hamlet a, bout midway 
between the two starting-fioint.s, a,s (be place ol meeting, and tbi^ 4 th 
of November as the date of the. movement. 

33uring the interval of comparative rest thus secured to his fmee, 
Gough directed his effor(-s towards laying in sujiplies, nursing ,ii) his 
transport, and trying to a.scei'tain the temper ol tlu' people around 
and in front of him. Local suiiiilii'.s w('ro hard to ol)tatu, those sent, 
from India came in slowly, and the provision of transport w’as mori' 
difficult than ever, for at Gandainak the road came io an (nul, and 
the ponies drawn from Southern India tliat I'ame dro])piitg in, in 
batches, to replace the, bullock carts, arrivf'd sick and tired from tlu'ir 
long journey and destitute of the equipment w’itliout wliieh loads 
cannot lie carried up and down mountain ]iaths.' As for informa- 
tion, there wa.s little to he had of a trustworthy eharaetei', hut by 
sending out some of the Pathan.s among the Guides, attired in ordinaiy 

I Gough reported (ri Army Hcad-Quartors that those fiouieH wru'i' ei|iiipp(‘(l 
vith pad packs and had neither ropes nor fasleninga to Iceep (lit' pad in place, 
or to seonre the load.s in going up and down lull. — ([. B. f), 

'This Daily N cun’ Own Correspondent gives tho following deweription of the 
congested state of the trallic at the Lahore railway terniinn.s, and of “ the har- 
haritics ” to which the poor dumb animals wovo sulijocled on llieii' way up to the 
front : — f 

“ At this moment live himdred waggons full of amnmnidon, stores, pro- 
visions, liullocks, ponies, mules, itonkeys, and camels are blocking tilie fjiihore 
railway station. . . . Tlio other day I oxaniiiiod a long train of waggons In whidi 
the dumb, patient animals wore packed like aavdinc.s in a liox. . . . Six camels 
'irerc thagged the other morning out of a train dead, and such sights arc anything 
but mifojjimcm.” [Daily Nem, J2tli Hovepiber, 1871).) 



lllvOCCLirATION 01'' GANDAMAK 


131 


hill (Inw, lu> (lid ,su('(!('('(l in lonraiug a liUk' of whaf ilu) pcojdo of tlio 
n( 3 igliboui’li()o(l \v(>r(' pliumiug. 'I'wo of iJio.sc' jih'ii, who hurl fallen 
ninoiig IhK'vi's, w('i'(' icIcmschI by a A'hillali in fhe Jagdiillak Pans. 
Taking tlieni foe fravollern, lh(> i)russl, (iiioHfioiu'd tlunn as to the, 
nnnibi'i'H and posh ion of the Hritinh troepw, and, when tliey liad told 
him that British tents lined the road Ix'ta'con Jedhdabad and Clanda- 
iriak, he conlidc'd to them that three .sections of the Ghilziais were ready 
to light, bid. that tludr chief, A.smjitiillah Tvluiir, had written that 
he was nnahlo to oppo.so the PWiiujiN. Aw for the Khugianis and 
yiiinwaris, he did not flunk tiny would rise. 

Meanwhile Arlmthnot’.s Brigade had advanc('d to Janiriul, and 
from daninul to IJaklca and Ifasawal, whilst Brigid. had arrived at 
flandamak, wlie-re, liy tlie 3rd of November, he had concentrated 
twelve gvms, ,si,v Imudred and fifty-five cavalry, and two thoiisand two 
huadi'ed and ninety-thri'O infantry, a force which he deemed .sufficient 
to allow him to spare the following troop, s for the o.xpedition to fcioh 
Baba ; — 


2 guns !“A .(loyal Horso Artillery on elephants. 
4 guns flazani, Mouidain Ifidiory. 

(dll sabres Ulifi Ihaigal Cavalry. 

2(t(l ,, Cuide.s Cavalry. 

435 rifloH Odi Vool.. 

500 ,, 24th Punjab Infantry. 

5(K) „ Cuides Infantry. 

2 Coiiipanii's Mappers and Minors. 

Ml.rengtU of all ranks 2,102 inon and six guns. 


Under (Jluuies (lough’s command this oolnran left SafedSang on the 
anorning of the 4th Novcnibor, Bright joining it at the Burkah Biver, 
wimre the night was spent and a fortified post established. During 
the next day’s niaroli to Jagdallak, the tribesmen showed in some 
streirgth, hut the, crowning of the heights on eitlicr side the road 
defeated any plan of attaclc which they might have formed, and only 
a few shots wore interchanged. Leaving thirty sahre.? and two hundred 
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riflos to hold Jagdallak, the force- marched on the OUi, for Meli Baha, 
but at Kata Sang, four miles short of that jilaoe, the adva.need guard 
of tiic Kabul Column was .seen apyroiiching. This foi'ci-, consisting of 


4 guns B-A Royal Ilorsu Artillciy 
12t)i Rcngat Cav-aliy 
(i7tli Root .... 

‘23rd Pioneers 

28tli Punjab Infantry 


Major Siuydi-Windliam, 
Major (liei'ii, 

ljieu(onant-( 'olonel Knowles, 
J..ioiilnnant-t ‘ulonel ( Jiiri lo, 
Lioutoniiid-t'uloiK'l Ilndson, 


under General MacpUeraim, had entered on it.s part of the- eonceiit'd 
movement on the Isfc of November, in order that iSir 1C Robert, s might 
take advantage of it.s protection to examine jiimsonally the iinsses 
leading from Kabul to Jagdallalc, rvith a view to si'k'cting the leiust 
difficult of the iivo for the cart road whielr it was iutendt'd to const riud 
between those places. A.s the slopes on cither side tho Battaband 
Pass were found to be fairly easy, whilst the hills wlueli shut m the 
Khud Kabul Defile were too rugged and sh-cp to admit of a road for 
wheeled carriage being made over them,' Ihc formc'r wn.s ciiosim,. 
and orders issued that the work should ho begun a.H early ns po.ssible 
and carried on by parties ivoiking from either end. Tlie i'econuais.sauco 
lasted two days ; on the 3rd of November Roherts ri-turm'd 1 e Hluu’pur, 
and on the 4th, whilst he was vvolcoining the iSliutargai'dau garrison, 
Maepherson pa.ssed uno]sposed through tho Khud Kabul Di'lili-. On 
the 5th, ho encamped in the Texin Valley, and on tlic (ith jitiucd hands, 
with Gough ,s column at Kata Rang. Tho two column, s remained only' 
one day in touch with one another, just long (moiigli to discuss Ihe 
manner of their future co-operation. As Jtoberts riupiired to keep, 


1 Roberts telegraphed to Simla on tho 4th of Novi'mlxv as follows;- -“] [ 
reconnoitred yesterday to ivitliin three or four miles of 'IVxin, prureeding hy/ 
Oharasia (V Chiimri) P^ss and roturning by the Kliud Kahiil ; former is” iiii- 
practicablo ; latter kj, easy as regards road, but thoro is a groat fleid of waltn- 
even iiow.^ After Jfayi, or whon, snow melts it would be imiiasaable ; bo, side, S' ' 
It w a diffioult ijHeis to fortto wh|ipi occupied by, an onomy. It can be turned,., 
but it ia H a, uurt road ^o^ld bo made oyor Hwi bilbi •vvlduU iuni 
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one Hli’dug lirigiule aL Kabul wliiLst doKjintolilug anoiluu' in. ilui direoiion 
o( (iliazni lo ctillect KupplieH,' ho naiumlly AViHlied lo 1)11100 Uu' gi'oatcr 
pari of Uio worli of keeping o 2 )('n lira ooiniiiunicatioiiH n'ith hidia i n 
Bi'iglil’.s sliouldei's ; and fclial (k'uoral, when Maojihei'Kon liad fully 
explained llu' podlion and diiiicnlUos of Llie Kabul h'oioe, underlook 
lo eonsli'uel and hold a slrongly enlrenohed fori two inileu in advancn 
of llie Jagdallak Kotal, and lo oslabliKh a forlifieci jwsl at Pezwan, 
an iinporlanl point about (‘lovtai inilos beyond Oandamak. On llio 
7lh of Novi'inber, Maeplieraon marched for Kabul by the Lallaband 
route, tins main body of his column which had halted at Sch Baba, 
i)eing joiner! at Marol)i by the advanced guard from Kata Sang. The 
people of Siu'ubi, a village lying on the right bank of t,ho Kabul River, 
in tiio midHt of well cultivated lands, proved friendly ; but witii all 
tlieir good will tlu-y could not furnlsJi the troops with more food 
and forag(* than sullicod for their iinmediato needs, and Macphoi'Mon 
had to go further alleld to make some jttovision for future use. He 
liinisolf (irossed the river with a small reconnoitring force, on the St.h 
of November, and from Naglialn, at tlic western end of the Laghinan 
Valley, dcspalelied i'oragei's, escorted by a company of the G7th Root, 
under t'ajJtain A, J. Poole, tf) Doaba, the imint where the Panjsher, 
Togao, and Kabul a'ivei's meet. The Safis of Togao, a peouliar race 
wliora, on account of Lliei!’ light hair and eyes, tlie traveller Masson 
bolicvc'd to bo aldn to tlio Kafirs, gathered quickly to defend tlieir 
stores of grain and bhim, and, on the fOth, some seven or eight hundred 
of them fell on tins foraging party, killed three men of the escort, and 
wounded Poole and four pidvatcs of the 07th. This sudden attack 
threw the laden camels into such confusion tliat when the reinforco- 
inonts sent oil by Maopherson— -four mountain guns,'* a squadron of 

1 On the StJi of Wovember, Rohorte leported to the Coinnxander-m-Chiof, 
that “ Hulliciieiit food for mm has been arranged for, hut hlmsa (chopped straw) 
and forage are required in such large quantities some inusi ooiuo from a distance.” 

TlieSo guns, -vvluch had belonged to Money's force, were sent up to 
Maciihorson on Hugh Clough's return to Sherpur.— H. 13. H. 
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cavalry, and two lumdred and fifty infantry inidor C'liptain Swinky— 
arrived on the scene, tliey could not force their way tlii'nup;li the 
disorganized transport train. iSoiziug the spur of a liill ovei'looking 
the road, vSwinlcy brought hi.s guns to bcin on tlie euetuy, and tlieir 
accurate fire saved the foraging party frritn the toils tliat were rapidly 
closing romul them. Unable to silence the guns, the Hafis hiul i\o 
choice but to fly, I'ollowcd up by tiro cavahy till Mnejfircison, fearing 
for the .safety of a small un.supportcd force in a brolceu and l.aiigled 
country, recalled them and withdrew' w'ith all liis troops to his oainp 
at iSarobi. On the 12th of November, he niarclied tlrroiigli the Latta- 
band Pass, and on the 13th, having detached two mountain guns, a 
wing of th(', 23td Pioneers, and the 2Stli J^nujab fnfantry, under ('olouel 
tl. Hudson, to make the cart road over it,' lie moved on to Hutkhak, 
where he halted a few days to await the arrival from Kabul of a convoy 
of sick and wounded — sixteen oflicer.s, fifty-four JAii'op('im and foi'ty- 
nine Native .soldiers — and to see it safely aeros.s the haws. Plus duty 
accomplished, he established a fortified post of iifly rifles at a eon- 
venient sx^ot, and returned on the Ifltli Noveiiihei' lo Kalml willi what 
remained to him of his Brigade. Tho same flay telegraphic eoiu- 
raunication with India was oj)ened, and Kir Frederick Kobc'rts, having 
been given the local rank of Lioutcmuit-Clenoral, assumed command 
of all the trcojis from Kabul to Jainind. 

Whilst Maepherson wms slow'ly making his way back to Kabul, 
Bright and Gough W'cre busy looking to the safety of their j)ai't of tho 
communications and preparing for the advent of winter. The Hazara 
Battery, a Squadron of the lOth Bengal Laneers, the Chiides, and tho 
2nd Gurkhas, which had ju.st joined tho flying column, wcua^ left to 
construct and garrison tho now forte near Jagdallak and at Po'/Avan, 
the lioyal Artillery guns, a squadron of the lOth Bengal Ijancers, 

^ Captain W. G. Nioliolson, who had been with UoloiicL Money cm tha Sfuitiu’- 
gardan Pass, was sent from Kabul to suxierintend the eouBtnuition of tho road. — 
H. B. 11. 
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ilic 9Lh jwid UJili Idiiijal) Infantry, mluniing with t!io (foni'i'als 
to (.hindainak, wticre largo bodies of KltngiuniH and otlior tribesineii 
wore ('in[)loyed iii ('I'ectiiig tlefonsive jmsts and sheltei's for the stvojig 
force whieli it was intended to concentrate there. On tlio 15th of 
Noveiula'i' tlu‘ dlJi (hirldias, reported by G'ougli to be “a splendid 
regiment in every way,” ai'rived from India, and two days later, the 
work of laying out new ciiutomuents on the site, of the old having 
made, sidhoient ju'ogrtws, tins gi'eater part of the troop.^, organized in 
working parties, wnc shifted from tJafed Kang to Clandarnak. 

On tiu' 1st Deoemher, Oeiioral Bright returned to Jcllalabad with 
a vit'vv to ))r('paring for an exiiedition into llu' Laglunan Valley, whose 
inhahitauts \vm‘ proving no Ivhh hostile in I, his second pha.se of the 
war than they liad shown thonrselves in the first. 

Whilst Bright and his Bj'igaclicrs were struggling with the numbor- 
hiss diflioidliies attendant on moving and feeding troop.s with in- 
Hullieient transport in a liarron land, Wir Michael Kennedy had been 
busy organizing tlie new Wnpply and Transport Department, and 
when all the work wluoh demanded his presence at Army He.ad- 
Quarters had been aceoniidisbcd, lie left Simla to inspi'Ct and 
.superiirtencl 1/he arrangeinents in tbo held of operations from the 
railway terminus at Jhelam to Ifabul, where ho arrived on the 1st of 
December, accomjiaiiied by Colonel A. Cl. V. Hogg, Director of Trans- 
port, Boirdiay Army; Major H. B. Hanna, Army Head-Quarters 
iStalf ; Captain T. Deane, Assistant Secretary Military Department ; 
Hientenant A. Ji". Liddell, Aide-de-Oamp to the Viceroy ; and Liouten- 
ant-Coloiiel W, K. A. Lockhart, who joined the fuirty at Jcllalabad, 
having been ajipointed As.sistant Quartermaster-General at Kabul. 

On his way, Kir Michael visited the equipping depots of Jhelam, 
Hawal Pindi, and Peshawar, and the Traiispoi't base and Field 
Commissariat depots at the last-named station ; he also inspected 
the dilTci'eub posts on the IChybor line, whore he had introduced the 
etappen, or .staging system, thereby lightening the work of both troops 
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and Lran, sport. Taking into acroimfc tlie .sliort tiuic tluit tlio second 
phase of the war had l)oen in progress and the e.vLraorfliuary diHiculti(\s 
ci'oatcd for Bright's Division by RioheiLs's hasty advtuua', the genta'al 
result of the inspection \s'as not unfavourahle, yet it revoalcd many 
serious defects. Too often tiro animals in use vveu' ill adapted to tlio 
conditions of their work and ocpiipped witli defective gear. Most of 
the tran.sport officers had little or no o.xpcrieneo of tlu'ir dutic‘s, and 
some displayed small aptitude for them. It was difficult to ensure 
intelligent, trustworthy, anti practical sujjcrvision, and for lack of it 
the cattle wore neglected, ill-treated, and froqut'iitly defrauded of 
their food by attendanks who, to ii.se Kennedy’s emjihatie phrase, 
were “ the sweepings of the baxaars,” men ss'ho knew nothing altout, 
and cared not at all for the creatures in their charg(.i ; and tliei'o was 
a dearth even of these miserable substitutes for the propoi'ly tpialilh'd 
muletoor or camel-driver, classes which seemcrl to have died out, 
killed by the hard.ships of the forjucr eamj)aign.‘ Little by littk', 
these defects were remedied, and the e.vporicnoo ac(juired by Kennedy 
on his insjrection journesy and during his eventful sojourn at Kabul, 
enabled him to suggest so many useful im£)rovemeuts in mattau's cjf 
detail that, in the end, the whole complicated machinery of Trans])ort 
and Supply moved -with remarkably little Wixsto anil friction, and 
I'olleeted great credit on the Uej)artmont of which ho was the head.'’ 

1 “ We were absolutely driven to engage the awccping.s of the bazaars ; and 
even then there was great difficulty in proouring the full nuniher ueedwl,” 
[Memorandum on Supply and Transport Arrangemmila in 1871)-H0, p. H, by 
Lieulenant-Goneral Sir M. Kennedy, K.C.S.I., Jt.K.) 

a Sir M. Kennedy was ably seconded in all Iris work by (Jiiptaiu 15. 11. if. 
Collen, whose .survioe.s lie gratefully acknowledged. “ To my assiatant,” he 
wrote, “ I am deeply indebted. The merits of this oflioor are well know'n to the 
Goycminent of India, and the talents he has bronglit lo boar on all branches oi 
military admiiu.?traLion have, on many occasions, been of very great pnhlie 
benefit.” 



RlvOCCUPA'I’ION 01<' GANDAMAK 


137 


( )j!SHKVA'J’l(m 

TroDjn witlioiit, traasporfi ai'i- worse tliau useless, for, wiiilst waitiag, 
they euiiHUiiie the supplies 011 which llu'ir future activity must depend ; 
yet at Aiiny llead-QnarterH tlu're is always a tendoacy to order 
troops to tiiove hefoin I he di!(> [U’ovision for moving them has been 
iiiiuh', and this tt-udeuoy was mwer moro notie,eal)lo tlian in the 
campaign of 1870-80. 

“ ft has been the uuhc all through tlic.se operations,’' ,so wrote 
Sir Michael Keimetly in hi.y Report, “ tliat the first thing that ha.s been 
oon.sidered and detc'rinincd on has been that certain forces shonld 
ojieratc' in eej'taiu [)hwies and diroelions. fi’roops have heon pushed 
forward by I'ail, f)r other means, as rajadly as ijos.sihle, and it has been 
expected (hat th(‘y sluiuld nowhere be delayed for want of either 
HU})])lieH or trans))ort ; hut the ajTangcnicnts in both these iinpoi'fcant 
niatters liavi' sonu'tinie.s, apparently, been held to be mere minor 
de, tails eonneetod witli the, inovement.s of troops, and liavn not been 
regarded, as they evidently should be, as eondition.s precedent of the 
possibility of any military movement.” 
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Martial Law in Kabul 

Ttie work of retribution entrusted to the Militiii'y Oonnnission np- 
pointed on the Idtli of October went bn-vvard svitli esu'r increaHing 
velocity till the 12th of November, the day idler I he i)i’oelamii tion 
of an amnesty, from the benotit of whiclr all the leaders of iJie j)eoj)le 
■were oxclucled.' 

At first the number of persons arrested for eitluu' of the eiipital 
olfences specified in tlic proclamation of the 12th of OcI/oIhs', was 
small, consisting cliiofly of men in ollieial ])o.sitiuns, suspeel^i'd of 
having planned tho massacre of the British Mission or of having 
stirred up the Kabulis to oppose the British advanei', and against 
these it w'as not found easy to obtain evidence', even the grei'dii'st 
and most unscrupulous informer slirinking from openly hetraying 
men wliose death, sooner or later, wumld certahdy Im tvvonged ; Imt 
after the discovery of the muster rolls of some of the Amir’s rc-giuieuts, 
scores at a time wore swept “ into the net of the military eommission ” ” 
by tlie simple process of surrounding a village and forcing its ImaduK'n 
to bring out every inhabitant whose name ajipeared on one, oi' otlver, 

1 Extract Proc'Uiniation by iSir B. Roberts, Noviunlior Uth, 1871). “Eurdier, 
I holdout no promise of paidon to those who, -^veil kiiomng tho Amir’s position 
in tho British camp, instigated the troops and peoplo of Kabul to laltii up arms 
against the British troops. They have been guilty of wilful rebellion ugainst tile 
Amir’s authority, and they will bo conBidorod and treated us robelH, wlu'i'OVdi' 
found .” — Afghanistan (1880), No. 1, p. IfiS. 

“ Hensman’s Afghan War, 1879-80, p. 132. 
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of l/hoho i'oIIh. 1'Iu' (liKiiiiilfy wil.ti j’C'giird to ovidi'noo, nun got over 
by pi'i'iiiilting Ma,lioiiu‘(l llyiit, tin; Iiitliau (!ivilian, to ndioin in tbo 
aliHetiCM! of l*iisliiai-n])OiiUiiig Bi'itiHli officct'K tlu! tswlc of boating up 
vvitn('iS,S('n wan annigiH'd, to cxainiiu- iiifoi'inoi'H in s(K'rct,‘ tlio Coin- 
luiHKion iuic('|)tin;j; liiw I'cport ot tlioii' doj)OHitious instoad of inni, sting 
on tlioir apixaii'ing hi'foro it in person ; a i)rocedni'o whieli left tlic 
iKicnsetl in ignoriuioe of their accusers, and de])i'ived thorn of tho 
ehance. of pi'oving tliear innocenco by the production of rebutting 
testimony.' In ordinary circiimstiince.s a tribunal can.sisting of three 
Ih'itlsh ollicens, bowrwer de.slitnte of judicial esperitsueo they might 
bo,'' woidd Irave refused to sentl nnm to the gallovvs on doubtful and 
tainted evideneo ; but Roberts’s horee, front the highe.st to tho lowest, 
was so imbued witli tint conviction that, in iutemt, if not in actual 
fact, many yVfghau was a jiarticijraid. in the crime it had been sent to 
avenge, IJiat the tluty laid upon the Oonnnissiou seemed more that 
r)C seleeting a eerta.in numitor of .st:a|)egoats from a guilty population, 
tliiU) of carefully investigating and dticiding each case on it.s nrerdfl. 
A similar state of mind had jtrevailed in the Mutiny and had found 
c.xpi'ession in indiscriminate and wliolosalit niassacre.s ; but, at that 
time, ttie Indian (ioveinment iiad at ids lioad a wise and lnima.no 
statesman-- Lord Oamiing — and the fndian Army, a wise andlmiuane 
soldier --biord Clyde -botli of whom did tlicir utmost to stem the 
.siiirit of revengi' 'wliieli tlioy saw to lie breaking down tlio moral sense 
of tlieir subordinates ; whereas, in 187!!, tlit! Indian Government 
itself fanned tim angry passions which jrolicy and humanity sirould 

' ’I'hoHO informers may Imve been the personal onemica of the men they 
(u'ousecl. Maegrogor uiBiilicns such a cmao. “ One of the nceuBod was Ahu 
Bakar, ngaiuHfc whom there was a regular got-np case, the. priuchpal witness being 
liis deadly enemy,” (Li/e of Maegregor, Vol Jl. p. 141.) 

2 .ricnsman, ]). 82 . 

!> 'I'iio only oflieer belonging io the Judge Advoeato (leneral’s Dopartment 
at Kahul—iVlajor (t A. Gorham — was not placed on the Military Commipsicn. 

Jl, B. XL 
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have prompted it to allay. When it ia rcnumibojed tliat, in Hat 
coutradicUonof the great bulkot tlio evidence alixudy in l.oixl Lyl.tou'a 
handsd Ilia inatmetiona to Sir R. Itoberts— a eommaruler wlioac- rc'eent 
doings in Klioat had })rov(xl liiin to have more i'ailh in force than in 
j Lihtico — were baaed on tho aaauiuption that eveiy Aigban might 
justly be held responsible for the massacie of the British I'mibasay, 
there is little to wonder at in the hitter and callons tenpH'r svhieli 
animated the British officor.s and tuoii occupying Kabul, and left its 
fatal mark on the proceedings of the Military (’oinmission. d’hat 
temper is fully revealed in the diary of Colonel Chirrles Macgregnr 
and the letters to the Pioneer of Mr. Howard Hennmflrr, the new.s[iaper 
corre&poriderrt, whorrr, in contravrurtion of th(> Governnrerrt's en'ders, 
Roberta allowed to aocoirrpany him. Both rneir shared it, but there 
was this difference betweerr them, that, wliilst the* eiviliair san^ notlriiig 
to regret in summary exocutioti.s followirtg on Boetxd hrvc'stlgations, 
tho soldier was torruented by doubts as to tlieir justice! and wisdom. 
Hensman's oornmeirt on the .shooting of piisoncrH by Massy’s Lroojiers 
on tho 8th of October that “ as wc aro an ‘ avenging army,’ sernpli's 
must be cast aside,” ® is in striking coritra.st to Macgregnr ’s criticism 
on tho Government '.s oi'ders that tho piirrislrnrorrt of hrdividuals 
“should be .swift, stei'ii, and intpressive.” ‘ “It canrrot be sliort,” 
so Ire wrote in his diary on the I5th of October, “ ttirless ive catch 
men whoso guilt is patent. With all others we rrrust iircprire thorouglily. 

1 ” So far as I iiin able to judge at present, Iho outbreak wan witircly diu* to 
a quarrel about pay. 'Jlic ‘ Ardel ’ logimout. atatioriod in tlio Hala .UIhhii)', having 
demanded more tliun one montii’a paj' oU'ered to them, tlum miii treating and 
wounding Baud Shall, the general, and threatening tho Arnir and aflorvvards Ihci 
Embassy. I should say that although there may have been disafl'eetcd ami 
miitiuous language, yet that the outlireak and its results wei'o uiipromodilatcd 
and unforeseen.” — Memorandum dated September 14tli by Coloirol W. (i. Water, 
field, tho experienced frontier offioor, who exaininod all tho osoapod oycwritncBseH 
to the attack on the Besidency. Sec, Afghanistan { 1880), No. I, p, 89, 

5 Hensman’s Afghan War, p. 49. 

3 Afghanistan (1880), No. 1, p. 98. 
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1 do iiol, lK']i('V(' it over (lofH good lo kill niea indiHoriminakly, 
and / ?w7/ not lend my.self to it."' ''I'JiP difl'eronct' ih no loss marked 
kelaveen tlin jourjialisl/s pleasure In the fact that Itoherts'.s pvnulnmn- 
tion, Issued from Zargan Hlial)r, “left no outlet of escape for all such 
persons as . . . offered ai'inod resistance to lire Britisli trtjops advancing 
\rith tlie Anil)' under tlieir protection,” =“ and the flluef of tlie ytalf’s 
objection to tlic killing of men “ who merely fought against as," 
and his dotei'inination “ not to sentence such men to death.” ’ A 
feu' imtj'ies in his rliary show that Maegregor -was able occasionally 
to give elTeth to this le, solve : — “ Oct. 22. — Bavecl five men's lives 
to-day, that is to .say, if 1 had not hnpdred into their ciises, they 
■would havo been hanged.” Oct. 2-f. — “Let two fellow, s free.” ' But 
ihv splitting up of what wa.s origianUy mtendod to be a shiglo Com- 
mission, over which he ^\■ouId havo pro, sided, into tv'o — one for the 
eolleclion of evidence, the othei' for the trial of .susjiected persons — ■ 
left him witli no ])ow(‘i' over the fate of the aceused when once they 
had bc‘(>n pas.sc'd on to the military tribunal. That there M'onld havo 
been fewer execi!tion.s if ho, imstead of Ma.s.sy, had been at the head 
of tire Miliiiuy tlorn)uis.sion, may he inhured from Ins ct)mmant on 
the ea.so of iiio Kotwal of Kabul, accn.sed of i.ssuing the pi-oulamation 
that called upon the inhabitants of that city to oppose tlio British 
advance : — “ There i,s no dii-eet ovidencr' to provo that the Kotwal 
ordered it to bo made, and therefore there is not enough to hang him, 
though 1 dare.say that will bo done ” ' — a pi'cdiction quickly fuliillod ; 
and his o]')inion of tho Irind of evidence which satisfied the Military 
(lomroi.ssion may he read hotween the. lino.s in the following pa.s8age. 

“ Bzah San(S, Oct. 21.— I take tho following from tho note.s of 
tho proceedings of tho Commiasion ; (1) Prisoner , Sultan Aziz.— 

1 Life, of Mrirffreipr, Vol. 11, p. Ikfi. The italie.s aio Maegregor’s.-— H, B H. 

a Beiismnn, pii. 82, 83. 

a Life of Alaiyrcyar, Vol. 11. p. 130. 

" Ibid pp, HO, Ml. ’ Ibid. p. ISS. 
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Maliamad Hyat .states, ' the city people arc imwilling to come f()i'\cai’d 
openly ; lint T have as<>ertain(‘d beyond doul)! (hat this man was 
the moving sjdrit on llie night of tlie 5th to got peoiile to go out, and 
fight us. Ftc was also i)ros(‘nt him.self at the light with a .standard.’ 
Aecu.sed .simjily deiiie.s his guilt. The (lonunis.sioii seubmee him to 
he hanged, 'rhe ( Jom mission is composed of Massy, a enptaiTi of 
72nd, and Moriarty. Eleven men have been hung (iuchiding two 
ordered to-day) up to date. I therefore iutetul to ,s(h' that no prisoner 
goes to the Commission without a clear statement of llie natui'o of 
the ovidcuco, and without a cliancc of bringing wituosses in ids 
favour.” ^ 

The, sc entrie.s all occur in Uctohor. [i’l’om tlie Ist to the 4th of 
November, Maegregor was ab.sent from Kabul, and IVom ilu‘ day of 
Ids return till the Kith lie wa.s entirely ooonpied in drau’ing up tlio 
report on the overii.s of the 4th of yepfeinber, whilst the amnesty, 
rescinding that part of Roberta’.s Zargan Mhalir jiroohunatiou whioh 
threatened with death, as rebels against their lawful sovi'reign, all 
person.? who .should oppose his advance', was is.snod on the. 12bli. 'I'ho 
resolution to irroclaim an amno-sty, whether taken spontaneously or 
at the suggestion of the Home Government, mu.st have reaelu'd Hir F. 
Eoberts before the 9th of November, for, on tliat dati', Hou.smau 
write,? to the Pioneer that one was e.vjioetod,^ and on tho Ifith 
that journal puhlislied the following telegram, dat.od Kaluii, 
November 10th : — “ Tlio aiune,sty is now being printed in Koi-siaiU 
and will be published a.s soon as enough copies are ready ; ” yet, 
between the 9th and the 12th of Noveinbor, a large numlioi' of men 
went to the gallow.s, condemned for a crimo whieb that dociinicut 
admitted to have been no crimo at alld In the letter iu whioh iVlr. 

I Lifeof Maegregw, Vol. 11. p. 140. 

3 Hansmau, p. 135. 

3 Extract from Roberts’s Prooliimation of Nov. 1 Uh, 1379. “ I Jiavu now 

roooivod information whioh temla to show that some at least of (lio.so who shared 
in the opposition enctmntored by the British koopa during tlioir advance on 
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fJenaiiiim i)r('(li(jted Clio Kpoody imblioaCiou of au aiiiTicRCy, ho also 
moniioiH'd tiu' diHoovory of Cho ninstor I’oJliS of Clio Afghan rogimonta 
and dc'Hcrihod tho action that followoil on Clioir diKoovoiy. “ laying 
pai'tioK of oavali'y," ho lie wrote, “ arc Hont out, aoiiie with Healed 
ordoi's, (0 bi'ing in sueli men. a.s have boon marked down by 
inforinor.s eager (,o earn tbo rowarda offered for the apjirehension of 
guilty peT'iSouH.” ‘ On the 8th, one of thoHo flying partien, under 
Gcaiei'al Baker’s eoiuniand, drew a cordon round the village of Indald. 
The be.iduiaii, In obodionce to Baker's command, brought out tliirty 
unanned men, lint tliis sacridee did not satisfy the British General ; 
and though ho withdrew after disarming the inliabitants and talcing 
from tluun n.s a fine tliirteen hundred inaunds of grain a.nd three 
hundred loads of hhum, it was with the tlircat of returning and liurning 
the village to Uic ground tmlcHs tlie last man on Ids list was given ixp. 
From otlu'r villages that were visited eighteen men Avere captured 
that day ; and the next, between twenty and thirty u'ere brought 
in from Indakid On the lOtli of Kovomher, cloven of the captured, 
or self-surrendered, men AX'ere executed; tAventy-eight on the llth, 
Avliilst Roberts was tclegra]Ahing the text of the amnesty proclamation 
to yiinla, and ten on the 12th, the very day of its issue ; and thei’e is 
strong r'casou for suspecting that many of tJiom suffered death for 
no otliej’ cause, than that of having resisted the invasion of their 
country,^ unless indeed Ilensman’s “ infcrmice that those avIio chose 
to fight against ns must have so far noiumitted themselves in prior 

Kabid Avere led to do bo by tlic belief that tlio Anur Avas a prisoner in my camp, 
and liacl ealloci upon tlm Holdiery and jieopJo of Kabul to rise on his behalf. Such 
poi'HonK, although cnomies to the Britiah Govornmenl, avci'O not rebols agtainsl 
their oAvu iSoveroigii.” — Afghmistan (1880), No. 1, p. 162. 

I Honamail, j). 132. 

“ ll)id. ]). ]3‘1. 

» “ Tlieae Avboleaalo exoeuHons Avere mainly intended as a pimishment to 
such aa diaregurdod Iho proolaraalion issued at Kargan Shahr by General 
Roberts on October 3rd, and it k now thought an oxamplo, severe onongh, 
fills been made.” (Ibid. p. 137.) 



THE SECOND AFGHAN WAR 


144 

events as to make them in technical term ‘ accoinjjlices alter the 
act,’ ” ' bo accepted as valid. 

The punishments dc'crced by the Militaiy Oonnnissjon \ver(' e(>ii.aiiily 
“swift and stern,’’ but the manner inwhicli ils .sentence's wert' earrb'd 
out can hardly be described as “ itupressivc.’’ Within tws'nty-i'our 
hours of their conviction, the eondemned, under the escort ol a 
commissioned officer and fifty Ib'itish .soldiei's, vvc'i’c, tnaruhod to the 
gallovv.s that had been set up in the Jfala Hissiir, “a fatigiu'. party 
following with picks and shovels as grave-diggers; and, “daily, 
a little crowd of .soldier.s, camp-followers and tradei's from (he city 
gathered near tlic 72nd (Highlanders’) (piarter guard, from whush 
starts the road down the ridgo. The- soldiers, in slui't-slooves, and 
with the favourite short piiies in their months, hetj'ayed but faint 
cnrio.sity, looking upon the culpritr rvith luiariy eonl-em])t ; ’’ '' and 
Hensman seems to have shared this contc'inpt, for hi' Avritces, (hat 
“ such poor specimens of humanity as those mai'clied daily to e.xeeu- 
tion are of but little account in oiir sight ” ' — -yet men who, by liis 
oAvn admission, marched “ quietly in, surrc'ndering tliemsi'hu'S as 
calmly as if they were our own soldiers who had over-stayed tlieir 
leave and expeoted a aliglit punishment;” who did “noli iit(,empt 
to conceal their names,” '■ nor “to deny tlu'ii- presence in (he Bala 
Hissar or at (Jharasiab ; ” Avhose “ fanaticism was (is) equal to all 
fortunes ; ” ' whoso courage— eallousnoss, he, tei’ius U, — “ when wailing 
their turn at the foot of the scalTokl (ten nu-n were hanged at a- time) 
Avas remarkable,” ' might well have aAA’alcened a nobler fi'oling in the. 
spectator of their fate ; and though in a oountry, AA'hieh bi'ceds lliou- 

1 Hensman, p. 83. 

2 ibid. p. 80, 

3 Ibid. pp. 87. 88. 

“ Daily Nem, Deoeroher lOtli, IST'.t. 

” Hensman, p. ISd. 

" Daily Nnvs, December 187U. 

’ Ibid. 
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sancls ol' Midi “ J'linniioH,” “ tlioy would (will) noL bo nii.sw'd/’ * ilioy 
ocilainly would nol/ lie Jorgotk'n in idioir own village and by iheir 
own kin.' Maf'gu'gor’s coid'casion, l.hal/ “wo nro thoroughly halod 
and not/ ('uoiigh fiMiod, . . . Wo Ii.ivo hi'ou loo omol, yoi wo luivo 
not. made thorn (t,ho Al'ghimfi) <|inito aoknowiodgi' our Nupromacy ; 
and (hoy havo not yot had tiino to apjn'oeiato oiir jnstioe,'" ’ hIiowh 
that ono(' again tiio .soldier saw iiie facfc.s of the situation ci'ontod by 
cruelty, odgod with oontoiujit, more clearly than the newspaper 
corn's pondont. 

'I'Uoro was one jioint, iiowovor, on whicii the, two wore o£ ono 
mind. Ilot/ii w('ro I'agor to bring men of liigher atai.ion tiian those 
poor villagers wllhiii the jndieial not, “ It make.s one exasperated 
to hC'e tlio rank and tile of those wretches being marched off to cxocn- 
tiem, wink' (heir k'adevs are still at largo ; ” ^ so wrote Honsinan on 
ihe !)th of Novcndier ; and again, on tho 12th, ho expressed his regret 
tha,t leaders like Nelc Maiiome.d and fClinshdil Klian had not been in 
tlio ranics of thi' men who had daily jiassod on their way to tho gallows 
in the Hala HLssar;’’ and iVTaegregor did all in his power to bring 
iiomo llu' eiiarge of t/reaolun'y, Imth as regarded tlie attack on tlie 
Re.sidi'iioy and tlio I'osistance offered at Cliavasinb, to other leaders 
of the people, ff'hn entries in hi.s diary botween tbe IStli of October 
and the Cth of November, sliow liini busj^ from day to day taking 
evidenco, examining IJand Whah, Yahiya Khan, the Kotw'al, the 
WaZ/ir, the Mustaufi, Kakariah Khan, and lastly the Amir himself, 

1 Jhnli/Ntwt,, Deoumiwi- l.'itli, 1870. 

" “ I’huy hiivo Jiithwto liiided upon our known ivoakiieas-- tho woialiip of 
( 1)0 cpiality of mercy— and it is only now lhat they luicloiHtaiid (.lie now principle 
of rotobutioii wo luiTO inlrndupod into our policy, . . . But wliethor u e withdraw 
again 01 ' nul, thcie will ho tho talo ol lives taken by our hangmen still to be 
counted over in tho city and the villages ; and who knows yot what powerful 
niunoa nmy not Inji the list 7 ” {Ilonamaii, p. 139.) 

Life of Mnrgiegor, Vol. 11, xi. 158. 

^ llcnsinan, pp. 131-, 135. 

Ibid, p. 138. 
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but to no purpowo ; none of tbo susi)cctod nion could b(' bi’ought to 
inoriminato liimsell or the others. On the 24tli of Ootolx'r, ho writes 
that he cannot “get at any .sign that the attaelc on ('avugna,ri was 
pronieditated,” and admits that he is “ inclined to think it was not, 
but jrerhajrs it may come out later on.”' On tlie lUst, lu' numtions 
that lie has “got on tlic track of a lettei' of th(' Amir’s ” which will, 
ho hopes, “ lead to something.” " Evidently it led to notiiing, for it 
Ls never mentioned again. On the Lst of November lie wi'ites that 
“ the Goneml evidently snspiocts the Amir to bo imiilieated in a plot,” 
but that ho has “ no evidence to that effect a.s yet,.” ’ lidve tlays 
later, after taking tlie deposition of the Amir, who “ k't out notiiing 
and complained of having been made a pri.soner and being badly 
treated,” he suddenly came to the eonelu.sion that tlu'i'e wa.s no iiso 
in going on with the inquiiy and that tlie Commission .should .stop 
taking evidence and draw up its report. liis own vievv.s of tlio rc'sult 
of the Commission’s lahrmrs and the. action that sliould bo based 
upon tliem, ho .summed up in the following sentences : — ■“ The up.shot 
will he, there is no jiroof of the thing (the attaelc on tlu', Residency) 
having boon plaimed, though there arc some grounds of .suspicion 
that it was. There is no raannei- of doubt tliat the Amir was most, 
apathetic, and did nothing ; and there, are very strong grounds for 
.su.spiccting that he wa.s not quite free fi'om oonuiving at the resistaneti 
offered to us at Charasiab. On the whole, ho must never lie a.gain 
Amir, and liad better be deported to India ; the same must he iloiie 
to the Wavir, Mustaufi, Yahiya, Zakariah, and all that hreotl. ’riie 
peojile arc the very greatest sot of brutes T ever lu'ard of, a.rid it is 
evident that they hate ns — every one of them. I do not think Wali 
Mahomed’s lot are one little hit bettor.” ' 

1 Life of Macgrei/or, Vol. II. jj. 141. 

2 Ibid. p. 112. This wua probably the misignod letfei' a It rib 11 ((;d by Will) 
Maliomijcl to Nek jraliomed, diaensapd in a previoii.'i oliaptoi'. — H. B, 11. 

3 Ibid. 144. 

‘ Ibid, pp. 140, 147. 
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Tho woi'fls of fhiH ('iii/cy tiro vovy cai'ofiilly chosen Lo oxpro-is fhs 
exact .stale of the waiter’s mind after he had hail before him all the 
obtainable evide.uee aifaiiisb men whom he hated and despised, and 
certainly desio'd lo i)rov(3 guilty. They .show, llr.stly, that tru.stworthy 
tosliinony to [irove the ma.s.sacri' of favagnari and hi.s conipanion.s 
preinoditated had not been forthcoming, and tliat Maogregor still 
believed that only cidj)able ajiatliy conld bo laid to tho Amir's ohargo ; 
socondly, tliat I hough tho evidetico which conneotol yaknb F^hri 
Avith the re.slstanee olTered at < lhara.siab might bo .strong, his coanivrnoj 
at that I'esi.stance was .slight. Tlie.so being his coinriidinns on the 5th or 
Novomher, it is a shock to tho roadni' (jf th'* diavy t > or u\ tvv) pig3i 
further on, n|)on, tlu' folloAviug entry; — “Nov. 10. — Finished that 

d d report. ItoherliS telegra])hed that it was very able and 

exhaustive, and couApletely iav.wIc out the Amir’s guilt.”* 

In a lettei' to tlu' Indian (lovernment which accom])aniod tho 
Eoport, Jiohoris ovprc'.ssed the hope that his Excollcncy in Council 
would e.oueui' in tlie oj)iidon that great credit is duo to Colonel 
Maegrogor and his colleagiu's for the patient and conrprehensive 
incpiiry, and for tlie sKdll with which tho information elicited has been 
hrouglit to Iks-u- on l.ho iiuun points at issue ” — skill AA'hioli had ovi- 
de.ntly been u.sed to make that appear true whicli tlie Hoad of the 
Commission ol.Rupdry felt to bo false. In this letter, moreover, 
Eoherts did not go further than to claim that “ the Amir's guilt ” is 
“ now established almost beyond question,” and even this qualified 
opinion as to that guilt ivas followed by words which admitted the 
ah.scncc of all eonclusivc ovidonco in support of it : — “ and [ believe,” 
so ho wont on, “ that it only requires his removal from Afghanistan to 
pi'oduoe auoli direct and certain evidenoo a.s will leave no room for 
future doubt, either a.s to his own coniplieity or a.s to that of his father- 
in-law and Ministers. Ones tho }>eopIe arc satisfied of the fact that 


< Lijc oj Muctire'iot, Vol. H. pp. 149, 150. 
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Yalaib Khan and liis Ministers will never again ho in a ixjsilion to 
take revenge on those who may have ollcndod tlu'in, it will not ho 
long before ilie conrlusiue jjroo/ 0 / tlwir guilt is lorlhcoiuing. ‘ 

The prediction cannot have boon fnhilled. Had li'osli ('vidence 
against the Amir and his Ministers been hrnugltt to light after tlu'ir 
removal from Afghanistan, one or other of the persons wbosi' intejest 
it was to show they had only reeeived their deserts, would have re- 
corded the fact, and there is no mention of it oithoi' in Lord Jjj/llotk’.f 
Indian Administration, Lord Roherfs’s Forhj-Onc Years in India, or 
The, Life and Opinions of Fir Charles Maegregor. So far as tlio fate of 
the accused mem was concerned, the prosonce or absence of eonchisive 
proof of their guilt was of no consef|Uonee, for, before tin- Report of 
the Commission was dosjmtchcd to the Viceroy, Roberts had “ received 
the orders of his Excellency in Council to arrange for the Ex-Amir's 
journey to India,” “ and on the 1st of December, as has alnsidy been 
mentioned, Yakub Khan left the British camj) at Slunjuii' under a 
strong escort. 

A week later Yahlya Khan, Zakariah Klian, and the Wn'/.ir fol- 
lowed him into what was to prove a life-long exile, for tlio conditions 
under which the British army evacuated Afglinnistan, in IH80, efleotu- 
ally clo.sed that country to their return. Daud Wludi who Iiad liecm 
of great use to Roberts “in supplying information ri'gardiug the 
Afghan army,” ’ and the Mustauli who was credited with being l('.ss 
unfriendly than the other prisoners and who might prove useful in 
the administration of the country,' were, for a time, perauti.cd to 
remain. 

Public opinion in India acquiesced in the deposition and dcjiorta- 

1 This letter is given in Maegregor’u Life awl Opinions, 2nd Vol pp. lfiO~lC3, 
and the italics are either Mnegregor’s or Bohorls’s, 

2 Ibid, 

® Afghanistan (1880), No. 1, p. 1 85 
Forty-One Tears in India, Vol. 11. p. 259. 
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tion of Vaklll) Klmii, but not in the. iiiothods of the Military Com- 
luisHion. 

An aitielc in 7Vir Hnmhuy Review of the Ist of ISrovenibei' contained 
the following outspoken [)a.s,sage 

“ Now a svQid about the drum-head exemplary ju'oceodiaga : 
it is })lain tluit many facts undo)- tliis head are being kept hack, doubt- 
less under orders fj'om Himla. ... is it according to the usages of 
war to l.rent as fedons men rvJio j'c.sLst iiiva.sion ? ... It is plain that 
the authorities at Biiula aro bound to let the world know wdiat has 
bewi done in this ap])ai'cntly random work of vengeance.” 

A Avec'k later the same Review showed that it had a provision of 
the oon,so(p,iono(is to bo expected from the cruelties it condemned : — 

“ ln.st('ad of sni 7 iri,se.s during the week we have had some more 
dejii'es.sing dotuiLs of militaiy executions until indications, here and 
there, that our eanipaign of retribution is .sowing a harvc.st of hatred.” 

Up to tlie middle of November, 7'he Bombay Review wa.s the only 
Anglo-Indian papei' to proto.Ht against tlio policy of terror inaugurated 
by the Proclamation of the 1 2th of October ; hut after the puhlieation 
of the so-called Amnesty, journals in favour of the war and supi- 
porters of Kir k, Roberks were found donoimoiug the manner in which 
tin' work of vengeance had been carried out. ” The Amnesty,” so 
■wrote The Times aj Imlkt on the 17th of November, “ now oft'ered 
to tlioso Afghan.s who have fought against our troops since the 3rd of 
Noptembor, and indeed to all save those who were hnislicated in the 
fiala f-lisHar outrage, will be received with general satisfaction. The 
work of vengeance wa.s so oouiplelo as to have become somewhat in- 
discriminate, and it i,s probable that General Sir F. Roberts received 
his orders to ‘ cease firing ’ direct from the Home Government who 
■could scarcely venture to endanger their popularitjr further at this 
political crisis. In his Proclamation of the 11th inst. General Roberts 
confesses that ho has been a little hasty . . . and it is to be regretted 
that a good many innocent piersons should have beeu hanged while ho 
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malcing up liis uiind as io l,lieic tlcgz'co of guilt, 'rho Htnvy of the 
puiiiahnicnt of Kabul will probably never bo I'oally known, for with 
file excejition of one corrc'.spondent, who was speeially admiffetl to 
write a ploasanf and safe account of the alt'air, the ( ioverniiu'nt 
thoroughly sacccedcd in excluding all indc'jieiuleut witne.s.se.s. 'Pho 
Proclamation offering head-money for all who fought against the 
Britiah troops was in foice for exactly a month ; the work of vcmgeancc 
increased in rigour towards the end ; and just before tlu; Proclamation 
of Amnesty was issued twenty-eight sepoys were hanged by way of 
emphasis, although the pnhdiMgr of the Prodamation in Peniaii, cha racier 
had occiijned soma days.” ‘ 

Ponr days after the apjicarance in The Times of India of tlieso 
strictures on the work of the Military Commission, The Friend of 
India, a prominent Calcutta journal, ended an article in which it had 
discussed lioberts’s claim to punish all those vilio had resisted his 
march since the Amir came to his camp, with the ivords : — 

“ Wo fear that General liohcits has done us a sciioiis national 
injury, by lowering our ri'putation for justice in the eyes of hhu'oj)e.'’ 

Public opinion at home shared this fear and cxpi'cssod it in far 
stronger terms ; but the story of the awakening of the Knglish people 
to a sense of the cruelties that were being ])or])etrated in its name, 
will be better told at a later stage in Hub narrative’. 


1 Italics not in the original article. — H. Ik IT. 
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Foraging and Village-Burning 

Wiuoisr blie fiction oi governing Afglianistau in YalcLib Klittn.'’s name 
(samo to an end with the pulfiic arinounccincnt of ins abdioation, Bir 
J<’rodcriek Jhjbcrts deicrinined to dispense witli “ fclic declared aid of 
any Afghan cliief or Birdar ” on tlic ground that “ no good could result 
from the. inti'fahiotion of any Afghan clement into the administration, 
pending the final <)rder.s of (lovornment as to tlie disposal of the 
country." ‘ Probably ho shared Macgrego)'’s belief that he and his 
troops vv('i'e universally hated and that “ Wall Maliomod and his lot " 
were as little to be relied on as the adhoi-ents of the Ex-Amir ; but 
however great and well-founded his distru.st of the Afghan leaders, 
it was not long beforo ho saw himself driven to interpose. Native 
autliority between himself and the common people. 

On assuming the reins of government lie had proclaimed tliat, 
in future, the collection of revoiiuo and the expenditure of xmblic money 
would bo regulated i)y him, and bad threatened with severe punish- 
ment anyone who disjaitcd oi delayed .such orders as he might issue 
“ in regard to the payment of taxes and other connected matters.” ® 
So far supplies sufficient for the current needs of the troops bad been 
obtained in the Kabul market or collected, day by day, from the 

1 Afghanistan (1S80), No. 1, p. 105. 

“ Advise General Caisar Berthier to treat thoinhabilanta well, to make himself 
loved by tliem, to leave them their conslitviion for the -present, and to be as 
litUo as possible a, burden to them.” (Napoleon.) 

2 Ibid. p. 160. 
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suiToimding couiitiy by naliivo agfiits .sciil onti iiiuh'r iniliLiiry jii'o- 
tcction, and tlic Forco iniglit have continuci.i to subsist in tliis haud- 
to-mouth fashion till the opening of the Khybci' ]-oule sliouhl enable 
it to draw u])ou India; hut Roberts had sel. his bear! on laying iii a 
live, months’ stoje ol all neee.ssaries lieiore the ailvent ol winter, and 
his first stej) towards the realization of this aim was l.lie appointment 
of Afghan governors to collect the revenue, which, in Afghanistan, is 
always paid in kind, and to see that each district bi’ouglit in llu' amount 
of hhnsa, grass, and grain for whicli it was assessed - dirc'ct cnll('cl/ion 
from village to village being discon thuK'd.' iriu' Sirihu's sehaded wer'c 
Mahomed Hussein Khan, brother of Wall Mahomed, for MaidaJi, 
Abdulla Khan for the Logar AGlley, and Hhahhaz, Khan, w'hose motluu' 
was a Kohistani, foi' Kohistan, all thn'o of whom acce])te(l their 
ai'jpoiiitmonts with the imdei'.sfcanding that they wore not only to l)o 
held roaponsiblo for the whole amount of the ix'-veuuo diu) by their 
respective diatriuts, bat also that they \v(‘re to be the instruments for 
inducing or cornpolling the, ])ea,sants to furnish tlie ojctra sup])lics wdihili 
lioberts liad decided to exact from them. 

There was no intention of robbing the peasant : ov('-ry seor of 
grain, every maund of bhusa over and ahoves tlu^ tribute owing to 
the State, was to bo paid for, and by conlisoating eight or' riiru' lakhs 
of r'upees claimed by the Ex-Arair as his private property, Roboi'ts 
was able to send each governor to his post well l'urnish('d with moiu^y 
for the purpose.® The fuel problem, usually ahno.st insoluble in 
Afghanistan, presented les.s difficulty than had been anticipated, for 
the timber obtained by the clismautling of the Bala ilissar, after pro- 
viding for the building of additional sheds and barracks, loft over a 

1 Roberts’s principal Commksiiriat ollicor estimated the qufbjdity of fomgo 
required to keep the Cavalry and Artillwy Iwwes, the mules of tho Mountain 
Batteries, and the transport animab Buppliedfor tivo months at ] 60,000 maumh 
(5,357 tons).~H. B. 11. 

2 Letter of Sir F. Roberta to Foreign Secretary. Afghanistan (1880), No. 1, 
p. i05. 
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mL'])liin v\'hi(;li, cnicftiUy sUickod in the iSheipur cantonmeiitff, woidcl, 
it wiw lu)})eil, jH’Ovo Mil fiicifiit to carry the British Boree through the 
w inter. 

It had heen Roberts’s mloiition to leave the collection of supplies 
in th<' hands of the nculy appointed Afglian governors, and to use 
such of his troops as lii! could spare in overawing the po})ulation of 
Kohistan and Oliaxni, hat, on the 1 1th of November, an unexpected 
fall of snow jmt an cud to this scheme. The snow soon melted, but 
the warning it liad oonvej'cd could not he, disrcgaidcd ; with winter 
at tlie door, it w'oukl liavc heen the height of imiiriidenoe to despatch 
troops to poiiils wIk'I'c, at any uionicnt, they might be cut olf from all 
comiuunieal.ion with the main liody ; and unless the Cavalry Brigade 
were hrolcen up and two of the Native Regiments sent away from 
Kah.ul, the pace at which supplies, especially supplies of forage, were 
coming iir would have to be (xuickcued.* 

Mahomed llus.scin Khan .seems to have entered on his post on the 
J7th or 18th of November, and on the 21st, the day after Macphoraon’.s 
return to Nherpur, Cenoral Baker followed him bo Maidan for the 
purpoho of taking over the stores that were awaiting removal, and of 
settling the oouutry, which was in a disturbed state owing to the 
preaching of a Mullah ivho was reported to bo collecting men and 
stirring up the people to resistaneo.* The column accompanying him 
Roberts devseribes as small, but the subjoined table .shows it to liave 
heen large compared to Uio size of the force from which it was 
subtracted : — ■ 

2 guns G-.‘i Royal ArtiJleiy. 

4 guns No. 1 Mountain Battery. 

1 Squadron Dili Laacors. 

2 hquadi’ons 14tli Bengal Lanoera. 

1 Onlj- seventeen days’ sujiply had been stored by the middle of November. 
~II. B. H. 

2 Tcdegiam from Roberts to Roreigii Beei'etary, Simla. Afghanistan (J880), 

No. 1, p. 104. ( 
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•J .S((ua(li'oiin Sill J’liiijiil) LiiiK'Cis. 

SOO RifItM OiiiKl Ijiglilamlcr.s. 

‘100 PJlli'rt 3rd Sikhs. 

4fK) Rifles .5Ui Puivjah rnfiiiifry. 

Yet it wa.s evident tluit it would only ju.st .sullico lor tlu' work it luicl 
in hand, since, on tlio lino of march, a largo pro])ortion of it W'onld bo 
I'cc^iiircd to guard the transport trains, oonsi.sting oi bc'twcen 2,000 
and 3,000 animals, and, together with llie troops, covi'ihig a distance 
of seven miles. 

After halting for the night at Argandeh, Raker entered (he Maidan 
Valley on tho jnorning of the 22nd, and pitched his eamp neai' (he 
village of Nanrc ¥alad,25 miles south-wesl of Kabul, where Rolierts and 
his stall' joined him the following clay. The valhy, about four mikes 
■wide, intersected by the river Rahul, was found to contain numerous 
villages and fortified enclosures, and to be rich in oreliaids and oaie- 
ully irrigated cornfields, fhc produce of wliich had already lieen 
Iron cd for winter use ; bid, notwithstanding this a])i)earanee of plmity, 
Mahomed Husso'n had failed to collect tho wliole of the snpjilie.s for 
Avli'ch Roberta had made him answerable ; all that they legally owed, 
the people had brought in, but nothing beyond that amount had las 
been able to induce thorn to surrender. Baker i]iiickly broke down the 
resistance of the Maidan villager.s by .seizing their headmen ; but in 
the neighbouring Dara Ririkli Valley, Bahadur Khan, an influential 
Ghilzai Chief, refu.sed to submit to tho British clomand.s. His obduracy 
was reported to Roberts on liis arrival in camp, and ho at oiuio sent 
out a scpiadron of the Dtli Lancers and one of tho 14th Bengal Lanoors 
with orders to capture the defaulter. 

An eight miles’ ride brought the little party into Khan Bahaclur’a 
territory, and after passing unmolested near several of his villagcis, it 
reached his stronghold. A number of men, gathered together in front 
of its gateway, rushed inside on the approach of the column, manned 
the walls, and fired a volley by wliich three horses were killed ; and 
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un.suppoi ted by ialiitiUy aiicL guiiM, tlio cav'alry luid to efuit'es^ its 
]u'I])!c',sHLK‘H-i !iy ijiinu'diatc rptircnicntd IGarly Hit' next rnomiiig, 
after placing leats ami Ijaggage For safety in a fort iioar tlio river 
in eliiu'ge of the two (ield guuH, a detaoliment of cavalry, and throe 
Inindred lille.s, Ihjlicjta atarted out with the hulk of B£ikej''s foreo to 
avenge tlie, jireviouH day’s reliidf, and to teach the tribeMnon, far and 
xu'iir, tlu' (.la,ng('r oF deFyiiig BritisFi autliority, ffe met with no 
opposition on tin' marcli, atid the valley itself was found to he, deserted, 
d'liu .se.i'iies tliat followed were g)'ap]iiea]Iy do, scribed by Heirsman in 
a lettior (.0 the PiotU’cr, dated November 24th : — 

“yVil Baliadnr Ivhan’s villages, some ten in number, were marked 
down to ho looted and burnt, and Sikhs and Sowars were cpiickly 
engagixl in ihi‘ work. 'I’lie honse.s were found stored with hluisa, straw, 
firewood, and twigs for iho winlei', a.s well a.s a small quantity of corn, 
and as there w.as not time to clear tliem oni., and we could not allord 
to leaiV(' a force for the night in such a dangerous position so near to 
the lulls, orders were give'u to (ire tire villages^ and destroy the houses 
and theii’ contents. No betiei' men than Sikhs could be found for 
.suoh irork, and in a few iniuute.s JJahadur Klian'.s village.^ were in 
flames, and volumes of dense black smoko pouring over the valley, a 
high wind aiding tlio fire with frantic earncstnesa.” * 

Beft)j'e a|)])lying tlio torch, the earthen corn bins, which are the 
special feature of all Afghan peasant houses, were smashed to pieces, 
and every hole, and corner ransacked in the hope of cli.scovoring hidden 
treasure; whilst outside, aoldfers and camii-followors vied with each 
othci' in oluraiiig down ducks, fowls, and donlceys, and the cavalry 
scoured the country, driving in the villagers' few cows and sheep. 

With MO many hands ready to help, a few hours sufficed to com- 
plete the work of destruction, and by evening the force, with all the 

i Mifcford’s ITo KuM mth (he Cavdlfy Brigadi, pp. 142, 143. 

a Mommm, p. 168- 
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loot worth rcmoviil, was l)aok in camp, leaving thc-Dara Nirikh Valley 
“full of smoking ruins and blazing stacks.” * 

Next jiioniing ffnbcrl.s returned fo Kabul, and Baker rt'sumed his 
foraging. On the 27th, pusliing on ahead of his inlantry sLipport.s 
with only a handful of cavalry, he entered Deir-i-Badaiu, a village 
thirty niile.s fi'oin Kabul in the Wardak dtstrict, winch wa.s known to 
bo full of disbanded .soldiery. All tins abh'-bodied inhabitants were 
out in the field, s at their u.siial daily woi-k, but the old men hastened to 
bring ofi'ering.s of fi'uit and milk and grain and fodder, f’roojjej'.s and 
hoj’ses 'wcici busily refreshing themselves when a numbei' of arnu'cl 
men belonging to the Mullah’s following were de.scried rii.shing down 
a noighbouring hill, evidently intent on cutting off the British retreat. 
A ,‘harp skirmish ensued, and the little party had considerable dilli" 
culty in extricating itself from its awkward i)u,siiion and rejoining the 
infantry. 

Returning next day nith a large force, Ba.kcr drove the. Miillah’.s 
men from the height above Bcn-i-Badam, and burnt that village to 
the ground, believing, so ho reported, that its inhahitaiit.s “ were in 
league with the in.snrgents.” ’ 

By this time the proce.s.s of .settling the country by terrorizing il.s 
people, had borne fruit in such n'ido.sprcad disaffection that Robc'i’ts 
saw the necessity of concenti-ating his troops to meet eraergeneie.s that 
might, at any inomont, liavo to he faced. Baker, roaalled to Bhor))\ir, 
left Maidan on the 30th of Kovomher, his withdrawal covered by lits 
cavalry, lost the tribe.sinen should harass his march, and, perhap,s, 
snatch from him a portion of the supplies that lie hud .succccdod in 
wringing from them. Soon large stacks of bliusa and bags of grain 
near the Commissariat Cate ’ testified to the thoroughness of hi.s forag- 
ing ; but four days after hi,s arrival in caiitonmcnt.s came the news 1 

1 Mitford'a Tu Kabul with the Caualry Brigade, p, 145. 

2 Afghanistan (1880), No. 1, p. 178. 

a Hensman, p, 184. 
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Diftl Uio iinfoi'ininiio governor, Maliomcd IIusKoiii Klmii, had been 
fallen upon and ninrdercd, thus paying with liis life for the assistance 
lie had rendered to the dcsjjoilers of his people. 


On.sjiKVATroN.s 

OnsnnvATiOH J, No reasonable person will di.s^nite the pro- 
position that, in an enemy’s conntiy, a genevars first con.sicicration 
must ho liis troops ; hut his duty does not end with them, especially 
ivhen, as in Afghanistan in 1870, lie has destroyed the national govern- 
ment and taken the- administration of the country into his own hands, 
tlu'i'chy making himself responsible for the ivolfare of its inhabitants. 
J-Iad Hiv Fredcriolc Roberts contented lihnsclf with confi.soatiug, for 
his own })urpose.s, the revenue due to the Amir, lie would have found 
himself in ])o.ssoHsian of ample supplie.s, wliorewitli to maintain his 
force until tlu' Kliybor route could ho ojicnod up, and provision con- 
voys from India liegin to arrive ; and the advent of that day would 
have bc'en much h!iston'''d if, in, stead of employing nearly all hi,s trans- 
port and a third of his troojis in coercing the peasants into parting 
with food and forage* necessary to their own existence, ho had thrown 
his vdiolo energy into the oonstrnction of a good cart road, the com- 
pletion of which was soon to bo retarded by dangerous and widespread 
disbut'ban(’c.s duo to his exactions and barharitio.s. 

Even the appropriation of tlio supplies constituting tiro Amir’s 
revenue to the maintenance of a foreign army, nieairt a heavy lo.ss to 
the country, for the Imlk of those .supplies are ahvaya sold by the 
Afghan oflicials to merchants, and through them find their way back 
to the people. 

Observation U. The policy of villago-burning has been con- 
sidered and condemned in connection with the invasion of IChost, and 
the condemnation pronounced upon it need not be repeated ; bub the 
defence set up by Lord Roberts for the destruction wrought in the 
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Darn Mrikli Valley calls foi’ comment. It is to be {oim<l in tlie 2ncl 
Vohnne of Forty-One Years hi India, p. 358, and runs thus : “ IJearing 
that Baker Avas experiencing diffienlty in collecting supplies, 1 joined 
him at Maidan to satisfy iny.self how matters stood. The li<'adini'u 
in the neighbourliood refused to deliver the K/ntlsa grain they had 
been ordered to furnish, and, n.ssistc'rl l)y a bod}^ of G'hik.ais fi'oni 
Ghazni and Wardak, they attacked our Gavahy eluirgf'd wilh eolleeling 
it, and murdered our agent Sirdar M.diomed Tln.s.seiu Ivhau. I'\)r 
these offences 1 destroyed the chief MoAik'n fort and fionliseated hi.s 
store of grain, after which there wa.s no more (.rouble, and supi)lies 
came in freely.” 

(1) Roberts left Kabul before Baker arrived in Maidan, Idiei'cfoj'e 
not because he. had hcai'd that hi.s licutonaiit “ was experiencing 
difficulty in collecting supplies.” 

(2) The headmen in the Maidan Valley, as in ol.her distrieth, did 
not refuse “ to deliver the Kliaha grain,” i.e. the. Amir’s .shaix' of tlu'ir 
crops; on the contrary, the following paasag('.s from Maegn'gor’s 
Diary, and Hensman’.s letter to the Pioneer of the 2fth of November, 
sho^v that they gave it without demur : — 

“ They have given the tribute grain and forage readily enough, 
but have evaded furni.shing the amount we, retpiirod in addition to 
this.” ^ 

Major Green, commanding the I2th Bengal Cavalry, “ w(mi a.s far 
as Killa-Haji and wont to the different villages en route, and tliey 
expressed themselves quite ready to give up the grain due, from 
them.” ® 

(3) " Our Cavalry ” were not attacked by the headmen Avdiilst 
collecting supplies, hut whilst al tempting to capture Bahadur Khun ; ■' 

1 Ilcnsnian, p. 165. 

3 Maegrogor, Vol, II. p, ]35. 

3 “ I atoiioe ordered Captain Tamer to go oat to Nu’ikli with two squadrons 
of cavalry, and bring in Bahadur Klian quietly, if possible ; if lint, by force.”-- 
Rnlierts’s Political Diary, 33rd November. Afghanistan (ISSO), No. 1, )). 177- 
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and tlio vesiHt.aiK'o nu’L wiUi was olfercd only at that chiof’s own fort 
<and by Iuh nuiur'diato followoi-H. 

(4) iSii'dar Malioincd l-fiis.soin Kliaii was innrdcrcd not botoro, but 
ten days after', the piniitivo oxjreilitiou into the Nirilclr Valley; ^ con- 
sequently instead of llaliadiir Khan’s villages being burnt to avenge 
liis death, he was killed in levongc for their destruction.’ 

(5) bor'd Jtoberts would have it appear that he only destroyed 
Bahadur Khan’s foi-t ; but the following oxtrant from his Political 
Diar'y tells a dilTcrent tale : — 

“J gave or'ders that Jlaliadur Kluin’.s fort and the whole of the 
Uinar Khel villages in it.s neighhoui'hotrc! .should bo destroyed.” ■’ 

()n.MBnv.vrioK III. Baker’s apology for the destruotion of the 
village of Ben-i-Jhulaiu is as uusatisfaetoiy as Jtoberts’s defence of the 
liui'iiing ol' Bahaditr JClian’-s villagc.s. Mecing that ho took tJie place 
by surprise, there eoirld have been no collusion between the inhabitants 
and the so-called insurgents ; and to avenge on them a rebuff, vvhioh 
ho had brought orr himself by temerity and lack of caution, was as 
vindictive as it was impolitic.* 

1 “ iSu'dai' Mahomi'd Hussein Khan has been niurilcred in Maidan.” — ■ 
Rohert.s’s Poliiictiil Diary, 4th Decornlrci'. Alghniisfan (I8R0), JSfo. 1, p. 101. 

- “ 'riip men who killed liim are .said lo liavo come down the Dara-Nirkh 
from ihu hills iihmd, lialiarlur Klrnn’s villngea ; and thnii' action -was in revongo 
for our burning of then' villages.” (llen.sman, p. 18,1.) 

■! A jghiumlnii (1880), No. 1, p. 177. 

’ Colonel Maegregor in his Hiury of the 28lh November, 1879, roforring to 
the.so outrage.^ remarl ,s : — “1 do tint thinlc tliia burning of villages n good 
plan ; it oxasporale.-: tbom (the ,'kfghana) and does not tiurk them. To rao it is 
-Specially rtqaignnnt as it reminds mo of tho days when they u.scd to do the 
same willi Iho Highlanders.” (Mnogregor, Vol. 11. p, 1(34.) 



Cl [AFTER XVI 
The Rising Storm 

Roberts I'eRirned to Rherjnii' oir the 25f.li of November to liiicl Iniu.sc'lC 
confronted by dangers which grew in gravity from hour to hcuir. 'Pho 
executions in the Bala Hi&sai, the raid into the Oliardeli Valh'y, the 
burning of Bahadur Khan’s villages and of Ben-i-Baclain had )' 0 U 8 ('d 
the people from the apathy into which they had sunk on Urn dewtruediun 
of their govormnent ; and the man who could give directioir lo tlio 
awakening spirit of j'csistance, and overcome tlu' tribal and ])('i'sonal 
enmities which render it ro hard for Afghans to combine, Inid been 
found in the ]DC']'son of the Mullah, monlionod by Robertas in ii (.(‘h'gvain 
of the 17th of Novomber as collecting men and trying to (sreato 
disturbances in tlie country round C-ha'/ni. 

Ninety years old. and so infirm that ho ]jad to bo carried from 
village to village on a bod, Miishk-i-Alam might well Ijo ii(!Connt('d no 
formidable foe, and Roberts was inclined to accept the rejiorlH 'vliich 
described him as having little influence -with the pcojjlc ; but facts 
soon proved that liis power extended far beyond tho distriet in winch 
he had first been heard of. Ghazni, which its governor had abandoned 
to seek a refuge in the British camp, roinaiucd his liead-qiiartor.s ; 
but in Kohistan, in Maidan, in tho Logar Valley, in 'Pagar*, oven in 
the Mohmand country, his voice was heard, or hi.s me.ssagtss receiru'd, 
and chief and peasant amswmred to the call which Mummoned them 
to destroy Roberts and his army, as their fathers had wiper] out the, 
forces of Elphinstonc. 
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Fii ihi.s , sadden awalvciiing of flu* uatioiml llio Governors 

appointed hy Iloljei'ls found thoinscdves ])0Averk'ss find despised. 
The hrtuhnrn of ICoJdsfan de/ied ihc iinihoiily of Slialibaz Khan, 
and openly procl.iinuxl tli(*ir intention of waging a Roly War against 
their foreign oppressors.* Siular Abdallah Khan, deserted hy the 
Logai'is, had to fly before a party of the Mullah's adheyents, and, 
as ha.s Ijeen ah'('atly stated, Sirdar Mahomed Hussein Khan was 
“ murdered ap[)arently liy men of Mushk-i-Alarn's raising.” * Kabul 
was full of raiuours of an inijfending night attack on the canfconmcnt.s ; 
the eity bardver,s asseited tlmt the Kohisfcanis, acting in ooncc'rt vdlh 
[Ismail Khan, the chief of Tagao, were in force at Khoja )Scrai and 
might at liny nummnt appear before Sherpnr ; Baud Shah predicted 
a general outbreidc of disorder, and warned Roberi.s that tho ichellion 
would not hick Iciider.s, for Usman Khan of Tagao, Mir Bacha, the 
jirineipfil chief of Kohi.stan, and Raiz Mahomed, the Afghan general, 
who had clo.scd tho Khyher in the face of the Chamberlain mission,* 
had proraised to throw in theii' lot with the insurgents.'* 

Bay hy day, Roberts ehronieled in hi.s Political Diary the reports 
that reached him, tho step.s he was taking to check disnlfeotion, and 
till' small snccess that attended on his efforts. He sent out Ibrahim 
Khan to help Sliahhii/. Khan, and bolween them they persuaded 
some of the Kohistani headmen to come in ; but Mir Bacha held 
aloof, and there could bo no certainty that those who did listen to 
the British fienerar,s exhortations and threats to destroy their villages 
would perform promises made to .socuro their dismissal to thoir homes.* 
Ho wrote to tho hard-]ires.sed governor of Logar to come in, and 
promised to send to his assistance if ho could not escape unaided.' 

1 f'olitioal Diary, 23rd to 29th November. Afghanistan (ISBOhRo. l,p. 178. 

2 'J’elogram of tho 7th of Dccouibor. Ibid. p. 180. 

3 Kabul Diary, Novombor 30lh to Docemhor Otb. Ibid, p, 191. 

'* Ibid. iip. 101, 192. 

« Ibid, p. 101. 
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He held a durbar at wliicli all were free to preacut [lotitiouH, luit 
there were no petitioners.' Uncertain how far tJie predicted attacic 
on cantonments miglit hare fo7' its object the reloa&o of iiu' impi'isoned 
Amir, he des])atchc'd Yakub Khan secretly in ha&Le to India, and rid 
himself a week later of the dangerouf) pre.scuee of Yahiya Khan, 
Zakariali Ivhaii, and the VVazir. Ho determined to retain Wall 
Mahomed to help him in settling the country round Kabul, and in 
his place appointed Hashini Khan as (Joveruor ot d’urki'sLan ; " but 
neither in tliat distant province nor yet clo.se at hand did tlio change 
exercise any influence on the coin'.se of events. In one tlireoLion only 
was ho successful ; his unfailing cJu‘erfu]ne.s,s insy)ired his trooy).s 
with the fullest conBdcnce in him and tliem.solvcs. None of those 
who rode over the battle-field of Chara.siab M'ith him on the .5th of 
December, and heard him de.scribo tlic action to Sii' Michael K.eim('f,ly 
and the officers who had accompanied him to Kabul, could doubt 
that, whatevei- the difficulties pi’c.ssing iijmn him, lie felt certain of 
his ability to meet and overcome them ; and the c>agornc',s,s with which 
on the following day, he joined in a paper chase at the close of a pienio 
given in lumour of the new-comers, lightmied tlio hearts of men of 
less buoyant temperament than their chief ,s. From no woi'd or look 
of his could anyone have guc.sscd the load of anxiety that lie was 
carrying about with him, anxiety wdiich was not confined to the- state 
of affairs outside cantonments. The knowlodgo tliat a vast enelo-sure 
full of combustible materials — wood and grain and lodder— to which 
Afghans of all sorts — all at heart oncraie.s — had aocc.ss, might at 
any moment become the prey of fire, rvas constantly present to his 
mind ; and so, too, was the thought that the fidelity of Ills i’atlian 
troop.s might not be yproof against the efforts that he knew were being 
made to undermine it. In the Kuram he had learned to know that 
race feeling and the ties of blood oould bo stronger than the bonds of 

1 Kabul Diary, Movember 30tli to Dooembor (illi. Afghanistan (1880), 
No. 1, p. 191. a Ibid. p. 192. 
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discipline, find wlifiij had Jiappciied imco miglit happen again ; yet 
no jire.caution could bo taken where it might be fatal to show 
distrust.' 

Thoro can, however, lie no doubt that, notwithstanding Iris many 
anxieties, Itobei't.s’s outward attitude corrc.sponded to his real con- 
victions ; liad it been otherwise, lie could not have heen content to 
leave ugly gaii.s in his defences, nor have tolerated, clo.so up to the 
walls of till' ciintonment.y, buildings and enclosuTe.s that would afford 
slielter to an attacking foe.” Ou the, oOtli Novomber, the Chief of 
the iStalf, after riding round the position, hail warned the General 
OITwvv of the day, and the h'iuld Officer on duty, to look to its Hanks, 
and ordc'rc'd the. Commanding Engineer to throw up shelter trenches 
and sink gun pits on the Bohinarn Heights ; hut the next day Hoborts 
telegrujihed to Sinda that the weather was very cold, and that all 
hands were well employed in providing winter shelter — a xiroof that 
in his opinion the- comfort of the troops still took precedence, of their 
safety.'' tlji to the (ith of Ueccinbcr, ho sceias to have thought that 
lie could restore order by adniintstrativo nicasuro.y only ; but, on 
that flay, the nows that a number of ICohistanis wore marching on 
Kabul, their leaders proclaiming a Holy War, must have eonvincod 
him of till' futility of orders which had no di.sjday of force hohind 

1 Forty-One Yews in India, Vol. If. p. 300. 

A veiy bad uiiso of dosovtioii had just ocaiimid iu the Kuram. A non- 
oonimi.'wiont'd ollicer and two nion of a distinguishefl Native rogimont had 
walked off with their rifles, two hundred rounds of ammunition, and Bs. 4,000 
bcilongiiig to the Telegraph Department; and Goiioral Tyler, to whom the 
proecediiiga of the Court of Inquiry had been sent, believed that the whole 
guard had been implioated in the crime.— f-I. B. H. 

a “ If is easy to understand both why Sir F. Eoborts dreaded originally to 
occupy the Bala llisaar jiormanontly, and why ho was tempted to place hia 
troops in a pkoo so undesirable, from a military point of view, as Shorpur. f3till 
it is impoa.siblo not to feel, in the light of present evonts» that the decision was 
erroneoua and In distinct eontradiotion to all the toiiohinga of the past.” 
(Times’ Corrosxiondont, Kabul, December 22nd, 1879.) 

“ Afghanistan (1880), No. 1, p. 170. 
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thorn, for ho advised Klialihaz Klunds imiuediate retiu'n to Kabul, 
and detailed a force under Maephorson to seize Ihiba Kushkar, Mir 
Eacha’a fort, lying about twenty miles froju Shcipur.' Kven then 
he cannot have realized the full gravity of the situation, for a tek'grain, 
which ho sent to the Indian Gloveimnent next niurning, ti-eated it 
very slightingly : — “ Kohistanis arc assembling and inclined to give 
trouble. Some men under a Mullah, named Muslik-i Alam, have 
collected again near Bcn-i-Badaui ; tliaso people and tlu! Koliistanis 
am too far away at present lo take notice of. J am endeavouring 
to settle matters without jiroeeeding to extremities.” “ That day 
ifushk-i-Alam moved from Bcn-i-Hadam to Argandeli, only fourteen 
miles from Kabul ; and a seconcl telegram, ^vlLiGh began witii th(> 
admission that affairs round the city bad boon less sati.sfactnry of lale, 
ended with the amiouncernenb that, anxious a.s ho was tcj avoid any 
further expeditions at jircscnt, he might ho forced to send the Lruoyis 
out again.'' 

This mes.sage must have been intended to prepare tlic ( lovernment 
of India for the news that the troops had actually taken the lield, 
for hardly had it been dcsiiatchcd when Roberts .summoned a Gouneil 
of War and laid before it ins plan of operations, in which two forces, 
the one under Maepherson, the other under Baker, were l.o take* part. 
Maepherson’s column was to enter the Chardoh Valley througli tlio 
Kanaclii Pass and halt at Aushar, Ihico and a half miles from iSlieipur ; 
whilst Baker’s column was to inarch through the Saug-i-Nawishta Delilo 
and over the hattle-lield of Charasiab, spend a night at Child ukhteran, 
and next morning cross the mountuin.s sepaiating the hogar and 
Kabul Rivers, and strike the Mnidan Valley at a point tliirty miles 
west of Kabul and fourteen in rear of the enomy.‘ Then both columns 

i Life of Sir Chailes Maegregor, Vol. 11. p. 1/57, 

3 Afghanistan (1880), No. 1, x). 179. 

3 Ibid. p. 180. 

* Brigadier-General Baker’s Despatch, dated lOibiil, IGth December, 1879. 
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wore, (.0 iidvaare on Argandi'li, and rriibli or cli.spc'rsi' the forces led 
l)y the Miillal) and Mk' Wardak chief, IVlaliOfueti diind 

No cAceplion sei'nis lo iiave heeu (aken fo Lids plan, hut Maegregor 
suggested that the (fuifles at the Jagdalhik Pass should bo directed 
to occupy the hi'idgi' nv('i' the Kaluil River, ueaiTjiitkhak, and Roberts 
aeee[)ted the ])ropoHal.' rn((uirie.s, however, showed that the bridge 
in question was too far from llu' [(ropetsed seciie of operations to jnako 
its oeeu])ation of any eonsequenee, and the (litides wercs therefore 
ordered to uiareh straight to iShei-))ui'. 

Before the rtuineil broke up, it was settled that a Review of all 
the troops should he held the following day in the ])iain, lying between 
the Ihduuani Heights anrl the lake of WaKiristan, ostensibly for the 
IHU'pose of presenting two non-eoniniissioned ol'fioors and two men 
of tlu^ 72nd riighlanders with medals fur dislingtiidied conduct at 
the sLoj'miug of the iSpingawi Kotal in the jn'evious .Doeemher, but 
really as a preparation for the ])ropo,sed niilitary movements. Four 
thousand seven hnndi'ed and ten men of all rank's and tuumty guns 
were jU'escut at that jiarade, whilst, to protcet the cantonments and 
then' precious stoi'es, (\aeli infantry regiment furnished a guard of a 
hundred nuui ; all i)iokets were warned to hi^ 011 the alert ; Rignaller.s 
were posted on Idio Jk'hmaru Heights and over the Commissariat 
(jlair', tiro gate Clearest to the city ; and all Hazaras employed within 
the walls u'cj'e Lem])Orarily shut out. H'hanks to thoso precautions, 
no untoward aceulent marj'cd the success of the parade ; and Roberts, 
returning to yiicrpur, proud of liis men and confident of their ability 
to carry Ins plan of operations to a SAvift and triumphant coaclnsion, 
despatched the following telegram to the Indian Government ; — 

“ Parade of all troops was held this morning to present distingukslied 

1 Mahoniod Jan coinmandod the Afghan Arlillcry at the taking of AH Maajid. 

“ “ T auggestod getting up the Guides and proposo putting them at iho bridge 
north of Butkhnk, .so as to try nnrl keep the gentlemen at Baha Kuiahkat together 
till wo can get tlio Maidaii troops round thorn.” (MaegTOgOr, Vol. II. p. 158.) 
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conduct medals to men o{ tlic 72nd Higlilandcrs. 7’lic sight of the 
splendid-looking troops cannot but impress tlio people of Kabul, a 
large nun\ber of whom attended the parade. As the oxoitomeut in 
Maidan and Koliistan diirctions continiie.s, General Maeplioi'Hon wall 
move this afternoon a short distance on road to Maulan, and to-mori'ow 
General Baker will proceed to Ghara.siab, and on Wednesday by tlio 
valley of the Kabul River to a point on the Ghazni road in I'ear of 
Maidan. As hringing up troops from tiro dir-eotion of Jellalabad will 
have a good political clfect, 1 have ordered tiro Guide Corps to Kahirl. 
They will probably rernain only a few days here.” ‘ 


OnSEUV.VTJON 

The ])lau of operations by vrhich Roberts Lliought to secure tlio 
safety of the Sherpur Cantirnment igiiorod every ciuion of ilie art of 
AVar. 

One of the piinciirles most enipliatically laid down by Najinham 
was this — that an army should always keep its colunrns so united as 
to prevent an enemy from passing betweerr them rvith impunity. 
Baker's and Maephersorr's columns at the rnoirrcnt rrhen tlieir joint 
action was to begin, rrere to bo so far apart as to h’ave the Afgliaris 
ample tinre to throw themselves on orru or the other, if the Mullah and 
Mahomed Jan elected to fight, or to withdraw into tire hilts, if they 
shorrld decide to avoid an engagorrront. For the stral.egy that he 
adopted, Roberts should have had not five thousand, Imt twenty 
thousand men. His array was far too rvcalc to attcnijrf, extended 
operatioirs ; its safety lay in concentration ; to disseminate it, was to 
court disaster. To quote Napoleon again : — the principles which 
have guided all great captains have been, “ to keep their forces united ; 
to leave no weak part unguar’ded ; to seize with rapidity on important 


1 Afghanistan (1880), No, 1, p. 180, 
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points.” "Jlicso priiiciplos wcj'c fim-Iy c.'fomplific'cl by JSTott when, in 
Jannary 1842, lie iViund himself in a .similar position to that licld by 
Roberts in December 1870. Some fifteen to twenty thousand tribes- 
moil under I’rinoe Safter Jnng liad assembled about foj'ty miles from 
Kandahar, and tlie Folitieal Oflieer was m'g(3nt M'ith the General to 
attack tlicin. “ 1 have re])ealedly told jauj,” wrote Nntt in reply, 
“ that if he (the Pi'iuco) approached within twelve, or fifteen inilca 
of this station, T would move out and disperse the rc'bcls. ... It 
woidd, indeed, he, truly absurd were 1, in the very depth of winter, 
to sc'iid a dolaehnient wandm-ing about tho country in search of tho 
rebel fugitive, de.stroying my itum amid.st frost and snow, killing the 
few enrriago cattle J have left, and thus he totally disalded at the 
2 ')ro])er .season of moving ton mile.s in any direction from tho city, or 
oven of tlu' ineari.s of falling haelc .should that, unfortiinatoly, over 
become n('ee.ssary.” hour day.s after writing these ^rords, Nott 
rea])ed tho r(nvaid of hi.s wisdom. He had .said that h(3 would move 
out if the reliols came within twelve m* fifteen mile.s of Kandahar ; 
lie waited till tlu'y were witiiin five oi- six nhica of tliat city, and then 
issiung from cantonments with a compact body of troops, he crossed 
tho river Argandab, attacked iSaftcr dungis position, and in twenty 
minutes’ time caiTiecl it and dispersed the, entire rebel army.' 

1 “ 'f'o have die greater f'ureo iiud thou tlivicle it so that tho eiiomy ean attack 
either or both fmetions with rtcoialvoly suporior numbors, is tho acme of military 
stupidity ; nor is it less sUpiid beowiso in praotico it has boon frequently done ! 
In it has olti'u consisted tho vaunted oporation of siirtouuding an enemy, bringing 
him i)et\vecu two fires, and so forth; pompous and trauhlosome comhinations 
by which a divided force, that oonlcl perfeotfy well move as a ivholo, starts from 
two or throo widely separated points to converge upon a concentrated enemy, 
permitting him meanwhile tho opportunity, if alert enough, to atiiko tho division 
in detail,” ( hotter of Captain Mahan to tho Times of the 1st of December, 18118.) 

If it Js tho (Mime ol stiqiidity to divide tho larger force, how must we 
pharaciori'/.e tlie lUvidiug of the smallpr ono ’/ — H. Ih H- 



CHAPTER XVH 

Preliminary Operations of the 8th, ptli, and loth 
of December, 1879 

SooK aftcT tlic close of the parade held on the plain of Wazii'i&tan 
on the moming of the 8tli of Dccemhei’, Brigadiei'-t.leneral Macplierson 
left Shorpur with — 

<1 guns F-A Royal Horse Aiiillery, 

4 guns No. I Mountiiin Battoiy, 

1 Squadron Oth hancens, 

2 Sejuadrons 14th Bengal Ijanecrs, 

40] Rifles ()7(h Foot, 

fjOS) Rifles .Ird Sikirs, 

393 Rifles 5th Onrkhas, 

to take his share in the joint movement by which Sir F. Roherts 
hoped to break the backbone! of the insurrection of which Mushk-i- 
Alam was the soul, and Mahomed Jan the most competent lender, 
in obedience to his in.stvnctiona, Maepherson cam])ed liiat night at 
Au.sbar, a village, as already mentioned, only three and a half 
inile.s from cantonments, on the we.slorn side of the Nanachi Pass, 
at the -foot of the range of hills which separates the, Ohardeh 
Valley from Kohistan. He had jnst resumed his advaneo tlu' no.yt 
moming when he wa.s .stopped ])y an order from Roberts, bidding 
him remain at Anshar for the double purpose of drawing on the 
enemy by an appearance of hesitation, and of leaving Baker time 
to take up a position acros,s the road by which the Afghan army 

lOR 
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defoak>(l liy Jiijii— MfloiiJiorHon — woidcl try (o csca]if>.' Tlii.s meant 
two day.s of inaetioii, I'or Piiker’w Brigade, whieli luul only ju.st 
loft cantonmeiiirt when I, lie order was des]ia(elu'd, had thirty miles 
to march hefore it cnidd jilaei' itself across tlu' tribesmen’s a.ssninod 
lino of retreaf, ; and tliere were good grounds for tliinking that the 
delay might have very .serious eonse<[ucnees, as Lieutenant'Golonel 
Lockhai't, who liad been scouting towards Argandch, had seen 
oon.sidt'rable bodies of men moving northward evidently with the 
intention of joining the insiirgonls in Kohistan," Their nunilier 
showed that the insurretdion had already assumed very large pro- 
2iortions, and the direetion taken by tliem poinit'd to tho likelihood 
that, as the British trooiH at Anshar advaneocl on Argandch, tlionsands 
of tribesmen would jiour down in their rear, cutting their oommimi- 
cations wilh tlieii' bas(>, and xrerhap.s oaptuiing iSliojpur before tlmy 
could fall hack to the assistance of its garrison, whilst a retrogrado 
inovoment, whether suoee.ssful or nnsuocessful in its immediate object, 
would mean the aliandonment and almost certain destruction of 
Bakej‘’s Brigade, d’hose consideration.s weighed so heavily with 
Maniihoraou tlini., in transmitting Lockhai't’s report to J:rcad-Quartor.s, 
he Higgc.steil the recall of Baker and a eomhined movement of the 
tivo Brigades against the Kohi.stanis.'' So far a.s .Baker’s recall V'as 
concerned, Roberta took no notiee of tho suggestion, but be directed 
Maepherson to inarch himself the next day into We.stcni Kohistan, 
and dis'iierBO the insurgents a.ssemblcd at Mir ICarez, a. village ten 

1 Robnrt;.s’H Dospafeh, dated Camp, Kabul, 23rd JanUBi'y, 18S0. 

a .Exlracl from .Brigadier-Uoncral H. M.iopherson’a Diaiy, dated Camp Kdia 
Aushar, 9th Dooembev, 1879. 

“ Tlii.s morning t had just started with tho Torre ivlioti I got orders to halt 
in order to allow BaUor time to get in roar of the oneiuy. The result has beau 
that wo inisBod a fight to-day, as tho parties I sent out to reconnoitre came on 
tho enemy going to Kohistan, right across tho route wo should have taken.” 

“ I have sent in to Roberts to suggest that Baker, who has gone towards 
Oliaraaiah, aliould ho reoailDd and sent to Koliistan direct from Kabul, while T 
movo north.” (Ibid.) ‘ 
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miles to tlio nortli-\yeBt of Ausliar, before they could be reinforced by 
the tribesmen seen by Lockliart ; ‘ and as the country to be traversed 
was very difficult, ho was directed to take with him only the infantry 
and mountain guns. There wa.s no road tlirough tlie. mountains 
imiuodiately beliind Au.shar, .so Maephei'.son began his mareli on the, 
morning of the 10th by rccrossing the Nanaclii Pass — a moveunent 
which, if oh.served, woidd lead tlie Afglian.s to believe that lievva.s return- 
ing to Sherpur — and then, turning northwards, fonov\'C'd a ])atli leading 
to the Snrkh Kotal, on the further side of which he knew ho wliould 
come upon the enemy. Reaching tlie foot of the ])a.ss at 10. 110 a. no, 
and having carefully hidden his transport and baggage, lu', led his 
trooi)s up a deep cleft in the hill-side. At the upper cud of this ravine, 
ho halted, whilst Colonel Lockhart and Captn.in Straton wcu’o laying 
to ascertain the state of things on the other .side of the Kotal. At 
tins time, some five or six tliousand Kohlstanis we.ro occupying Mir 
Karez and in position on the hills covering that village, and n.s re- 
inforoemonts wore approaching from the west and south it .seemed 
probable that all those different bodies would have to be fought at one 
time ; but fortunately, about noon, Lockliart and Rtratoii di.soovoix'd 
a considerable force, with several standards, ju.st over the, ('rest of tlio 
hill, within striking distance of the point where the British trorips 
were lying concealed. Bwiftly and .silently, Macpliorson made Iii.s 
di.spo.sitions. Colonel Money, with two mountain guns, one coni|,)any 
of the 67th Foot, and five companies 3rd Sikhs, was to hold the Kotal ; 
two corapanie,s of the 67th Foot under Major G. Bakov, and two of 
the 6tli Gurkhas, under Captain J. Cook, wei’o to creej) to the top 
of the Pass and fall upon the unsirspecting Kohistanis ; the .S([uadi'oii 

1 Roberts makes no inontion of Maoplieraoii’s auggoatioii in his dcapatoh, 
but, in referring to Lockhart’s report, he rTO(,e.s “ At th(', .same time I hoard 
that a ooii.siclcrahls force of Kohistanis had collected nt Karciz Mir, ahout 10 
miles to the North of Kahnl, and feoUng how dcsiiable it was to di.spor.so thorn 
before they ooukl be joined by the cuomy Iinstening from the west, f dirootod 
General Maepheown to change his line of aclvanoe and attack Uio Kohislaiiis,” 
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of iho 14t,li J^ongal Lancers was to threaten the enemy’s line of retreat, 
and throe companies of Sikhs wci'c to harass theii' left flank and 
lend support to the cavalry. The plan wa,s crowned hy complete 
success. Taken liy .surprise, the trihesmen rushed helter-skelter down 
the hill, followed uj) hy their a.ssailants, the tSikhs supporting the 
cavalry in the pur.suit, and the two together enfilading the fugitives’ 
left rear with carbine and rifle fire, whilst the main body, abandoning 
the J^nss which had no further need of dofouders, luni’icd forward 
to take theii' ]ia,rt in the fray. So swift and certain were the British 
movoinent.s that f,ho enemy never had a chance of rallying, and their 
panic, communicating itself to their coiuradcH in and around the 
village, they, too, gave way, and the whole position was carried with 
extraordinary rapidity and case, the gums, quickly brouglit up by 
Captain Morgan, inflicting severe loan on the flying rabble, and the 
i'ow men who sought to defend the standards being bayoneted beside 
them,' wliilst the only casualties on the British side were one officer, 

Major Bit'/Jlugh, ,5111 (JurkliaH, 

One man, C7th Boot, 

J<'oiu' men, 3rd ffildis, 

One man, 5th (lurkhas, 

wounded. 

Having aati.sficd luiuself that the Kohistanis wore, for the time 
being, comiflotcly broken up, Maepherson encamped his troops outside 
Mir Karoz, the inhabitant.s of which village, thankful not to have 
their property plundered and their houses burnt over their heads,® 
readily brought in supplies. Here, in the course of the afternoon, 
he roooived a communication from Roberts which instructed him to 
march early next morning direct on Argandeli, to follow up the 
enemy, who had been observed to be retreating to the south and 

1 Maephorson’s first Doaxiatch, dated 37th Docomhor, 187!). 

3 Throughout the war Maephergou was distinguished for his hunianity. — 
H. B, H. 



THE SECOND AFGHAN WAR 


172 

west, and to cndeavoui' to driv'o them towards Fialcoi’. Tlio (Javalry 
and l-Joi'.se Artillery guns, so he was iiifornied, ^roulcl leave Kilti 
Auwhar at D.IIO a. in. and, inarching lijr the Tvahul-Oliazni road, I'cjoia 
the Brigade where that road ini'pt.s the path from IMir Karez, (irtcen 
and a half miles from Hhci-piir. 

Instruotionw corrc.spondiug to this order were given by itolierts 
personalljr to Brigadier-General Massy, who was to command the 
Guns and Cavalry in the morrow’s operations. Bliroughoiit his 
advance Ma.ssy was to communicate with Maeplier.son and to act in 
conformity with that oflicer’s movement.s ; to proceed cautiously 
and quietly, fooling for the enemy, hut on no acooimt to engage liim 
till General Maepherson had come into action.' Hoherts further 
explained to Mas.sy that some fifteen ImndroLl to two thousand 
Koliistanis wen? retreating from Mir Kai'cz, and that these he leas 
to stop and hold .should they debouch from the hills into Iho Cliardeb 
\''allcy, Baker intercepting them if they retired tow'ard.s Maidan." 

All that day and the jirevious day, the last-named General with 
his Brigade, consisting of — • 

4 gana No. 2 Moimtniii BatUry, 

2J Squadrons .'itli Punjab Cavalry, 

4, '50 Piflei 92ud FfigliIan(lor.s, 

4o0 Rifles .flth Puiijal) iiifnnlry, 

25 Men S.Tppers and Mincas, 

had been making Ids v'ay to tlic point from wliich Fie v'n.s to co-operate 
with Maepherson. Leaving Shorpur on the morning of the, !)th of 
December, he marched tFirough tlie Sang-i-Nawishta, defile, cros.secl the, 
battle-field of Charasiab, and lialted for the niglit at CFiildukliteran, a 
v’llage about fourteen milc,s from cantonments. To deceive the Mullah 
and Mahomed Jan a.s to his real intentions, lio liad given oul, that his 
olijeet wa.s to disporso a large number of armed men who, for some 

* Roberts’s Despatch. 

2 Massyts Despatch, dated 20(h Dcoenibsr, 1879. 
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time paMt, had Ix'oa ashoiulding ia Llio Lagar ValJiy.' iU Childuklitcfan 
lu; It'amoil IJiiit an advaaeial body of fhe LogarLs had bean the pre\dous 
day AvitliiH t\v('iity jailer of that village, in jving in the direction of 
ilaidan. The .second day's march proved longer and harder than 
the first, till) dilficultie.s of the road being aggravated by the variations 
of temperature — bitterly cold in the early morning, tlicu hot, then 
cold again. “ Ifor the first eight mile,s, the track ran through com- 
paratively open country, hut, in changing its direction from south-west 
to duo vvo.st, it entered on a succo.s.sion of stony downs, badly cut up 
by drainage lines, which led to the foot of the stcej) range of hills 
that sejiarates the Logar from the Kabul Valley. It was nearly 
sunset w’lieu ]Jukei''.s advanced guard gained the summit of the high 
main ridge, and daihiics.s had fallen before tlic main body groped 
its ^vay down tlie bed of a frozen torrent into the Kabul Valley, and 
pitched it.s camp within half a mile of the river, the rear-guard spending 
the night just below the toj) of the pass,’ whilst the Logaris, who 
had b(H'u cro.s,sing the .same range further l.o the north, took up a 
position between Lhe Jh’iti.sh column and Slicrpur. The relative 
position.s of the hostile forces on the night of the 10th were, therefore, 
as follow, s ; — 

Bkitisii. 

Hurao Artillery and Cavalry at TCilln Au.sluir, three and a half mile.'s west of 
Hlierpur and eleven milo,s east of the Argandeli Pass 4 guns, 180 sabres. 

' BrigadiC’r-dcHoral Baker’s Despatch, dated Kabul, 16th Dcoember, 1879. 

2 “ The cold at starting was very sovoro, and now as wo entered the lower 
harren hills, the wind dropped, whilst the sun’s ray,s poured down wnth a flcroe- 
nosH out of all eomparisem witli the previous cold, and men began to fall out.” 
(Duke’s RixMc'ilions, p. 221.) 

3 “ As (1)0 Mountain Battery to which f was nttaohed emerged from the 
nullah, just enough liglit remained to see our camp was to bo pitched on a stony 
plateau, sloping gradually down to the Kabul river, rniiuing about half a mile 
below. The camp was laid out In. pilch darkness, and the coldness of the wind 
was intojisc. Wo all heartily pitied the position of the rear-guard, near the top 
of the pass, for it would bo utterly impossible now to bring in all the baggage,” 
(Ibid. p. 222.) 
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Maophereoii’s lirigtulo a(, Mir Xiirez, tm+vo miles uorth-wesl of Sliei'pnr Jincl 
olcjvon inilea north-east of tlio ^'irgiindeh Pass : — -t guns, 75 sabres, 1,1103 
rifles, 

Tiakor’s J-irigadc on tlio right bank of Kabul river, 20 miles from Shei'pur and 
fifteen miles soufli-ensl of the Argandeli Pass : — 4 gnus, 225 sabre, s, 925 
ritles. 


A i'^ JUANS, 

5,000 KnhiHtani.s north of Mir Karez. 

1,500 to 2, OCX) Kuhistanis west of ATir Karez. 

10,000 tribo.smen at Argandoli, .sixteen miles we.st of Hliorjiur. 

3, ,500 Logaria on left bank of Kabul river botvvi'en Haker and iShorjiur. 

See, Strategical Map, No. 11. 



CHAPTER XVm 


The Disaster of the i ith of December, 1879 

Earcy on tin; luorniiig of the llth of December, Captain Stewart- 
Mackenzio’s Mcpiadron of the 9th Lajiccn-H, accompanied 1 ) 3 ^ Colonel 
R. S. Clcland commanding tlie regiment, left 8 her 2 )ur and, three miles 
from oantonmentH, vraa overtaken by Brigadier-treneral Massy and 
his stalT. lioberts himself was to ride out later in tlio day, to witness 
the, doC^iat whiclv the combined forces of Maepirerson and Baker wore 
abdiit to indict on the followers of the Mullah. On arriving at Ausliar 
Massy df',s])atched Captain J. J. iS. Chisholmc, with a troop of the Oth 
Lancc'i’S, to ojien communication with Macphej'sou,‘ whilst he, with 
four guns and 214 sabres, advanced cautiously across the Chardeli 
Valley in a .s(ud,h-westerly direction, with the intention of .striking 
the Ghazni road near the village of Killa Kavd. The little force had 
ridden about three luile.s and was within a mile of tJie point for wliich 
it was making, when Captain Bloomfield Gough, the oilicer in com“ 
mand of the advanced guard, reported that he had come in sight of 
a considerahle body of tribosmen on the slopes on either side of the 
Ghazni road. Almost immediately lulls and j)lain were swarming 
with armed men, and Massy disoovored to his astonishment that he 
was in the jn'osonco of Mahomed Jan’s entire army. That astute 
leader, who, from his central position at Argandeh, had been watching 
the movements of the various British forces sent out to destroy lum 

1 Olusholme got through, but was unable to get back.— H. B. K 

m 
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and lii.s Collowcrf,) had coinc (,0 the conc'lii&ion tluif. they were bufh- 
ciontly far rcoiovetl from each other iind fi'oin their l)aae to make it 
f-afe for iiim to \n'nture an attack upon hihoi'iiur, and, starting out 
oven earlier than Massy, had sectetly taken uj) a positiofi across the 
Crhazni road, within nine miles of the British cantonment. 

At a glance Massy grasired tlic whole situation, and understood 
that, for the momont, the &af('ty of Roberts’s entire force lay with 
him and his guns. To charge the enormous masses of arnujd men 
opposed to liiin with a handful of cavalry, would have licerr useless, 
even had tUo ground been smooth and o]H*n, instead of rough and 
much cut up by streaims and ditches ; yet a hasty retreat would expose 
Maopherson’s J3rigade to attack by ovevwhohmng numlici'B Avhilst 
entangled amongst the hills, and result in the eajrturo of Shoi'pur ; for 
liow should its weakened garrison defend a lialf-fortilled cnclosurrr of 
gruat extent against ten thousand nien, fhi.slu'd u'ith victory and 
I'cUovcd of all anxiety as to tlieir flatilvS and rear ? d’o delay tlie 
enemy’s advance to tire last possible inorncnd, wa.s the one thing that 
might yet avert disaster by giving timely warning i/O Marjphersou-— 
if only the sound of the firing slionld reach his ('ars—to hurry to the, 
spot whore his presence was so urgently needed. 

Por Massy to see the right thing to be done, was to do it, and 
hardly had the order to keepr the enemy baek been given to Major 
ymyth-Windham before the guns came into action, firing with such 
pirecision at a range of tivo tlionsand nine hundred yards that, for a 
time, the enemy’s jirogrcss was chechod.* Not for long, however ; 
Soon, with a frontage of nearly two niile.s, the whole Afghan army, 
displaying thirty to forty standards, rod, wdiite, and gremr, and admir- 
ably led by numerous horsemen, again began moving forward, in 
oro-cent-shaped formation, evidently bent on outflanking the British 
and cutting tliem off from Sherpur. In the hojre of intimidating his 


1 Massy’s Despiatch, dated 20th Beoember, 1870. 


1 
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assailants by a more bearcliing fire, Massy moved, the guns nearer to 
Ivilla Ka/d and brought them into action, first at two thousand five 
hundred, then at two tliousand yards, but no good resulted from 
this sie]). Wliere the .shells ))ur.st, the Afghans were thrown into 
iuo7nentai‘y confusion, but tlie enveloping movement went steadily 
forward, and to extiicato Ins men from the net that threatened to 
close upon them. Massy .sarv' him.self forced to fall sharply back and 
take nil a fovnth position on the, banks of one of the tributaries of the 
Kabrd River, only .seventeen hundred yards in advance of the Afghans, 
whose bullets now bt'gan to fall around the guns. Gough, w'ho, -U'ith 
hi.s troo]i oL‘ Gancer.s, had lieen hovering on the enemy's left flank, 
now tla.shed upon the leading housemen, bub tliough he killed a number 
and captured a standard, he failed to arrest tiro advance of the main 
body. Again and again, the gnn.s fell bade, iiring at ever .shorter 
range ; lor the eiuuuy, following in quick, fierce ruslie.s, with loud 
shoutH of Allah ! Blsmullah ! drew nearer with every rusli.‘ As a 
last clost>erato expedient, Ma.ssy dismounted tliirty men of the 9tli 
Lancers to cover the retirement of the guns ; but, armed only with 
carbino.s, their firt' made no impression on tlie dense masses surging 
around them ; and it was then, just w'hen it had become apparent that 
no courage, no devotion could Jiindor the, two wings of Mahomed Jan’s 
armj'' from overlapping both flanks of tlie retiring force,- that fcSir 
Rredorick Roberts and Bir M.icliad Kennedy appeared upon the 
scene. 

The Britisb oomnuirider and Ms guest, -with their re.spective staffs, 
had left Bherpur at 10 a.m., starting in high spirits to wdtness the 
final act of the drama, the p«>gi‘amme of wliidi had been di-awn 
up throe days before. At first they rode slowly, for Argandeh, 
where the Afghans were to be trapped, was sixteen miles off, both 

1 .Sir CJiarl('.s Woltioley’s Diary. This ofl5ioer, who belonged to the Yeomanry, 
was an the field as a speotator, but later oa was nttachecl to the Ofli Lancers 
ior duty.—H. B, H, 

a Massy’s Despatoh. . . 
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Macphcrwon and Eaker liarl a long way to mai'eli bt'l'oi ‘0 Llicy would 
come into action, and thoro was no need to liurry ; but, on omei'ging 
from the Nanaclii Pass, tlieir oars woio groetc'd by the i)ooin of ai tillexy 
and the incessant craclde of innumerable uuislu'ts, uiu'vpc'eted sounds 
Avhicli made them put sjmrs to tlioir horses and dash forward with 
foreboding hearts, soon to be bnxuglit to a .standstill b}^ a si)ec‘tacIo 
which iniglit well daunt the bravest. There, in Iront of tlioni, ])res.sing 
forward in battle array, witli waving banner.s and tj’iuiupluint shouts, 
was the Afghan army, supposed to be sui)inely awaiting destruetiem 
at Argandeh, and, tlying before them, the Horse Artilleiy guns a,nd 
the tlavalry, still intaet, but [)ow('rle.ss to cheek llie advams' of 
thousands of jnen swce])ing towards the iNfannchi Pass, a goal tlioy 
must never he allowed to reach, for beyond it lay Slu'ipur, ^vith all 
its treasures of grain, of fodder, of fuel. In an inslaiit MobeJ'ts had 
sent off a written order to Hugh flougti, whojn he luid left in oottimand 
of cantonments, instructing him to .secure the pass,‘ and a verbal 
mc.ssage to Mas.sy bidding him charge tlio enemy and dohiy, at least, 
if lie could not arrest, his advance.^ It was generally helieved at the 
time that the cavalry were' sacrificed to save tlu' guns, hut this ivas not 
the case ; incidentally, there was the hope that the guns would ])rnfit 
by the .sacrifice, hut it was made for Slu-rpur, the loss of which woiiltl 
have meant the annihilation of all Roberts’.s scattered force, s, left with 
no rallying point and no supplies. Whetlier the eavahy understood 
the urgency of the need which .sent them to clestJ'Uiition, or not, they 
accepted the part a.ssigned to them with noble alacrity. Sfilendidly 
led by Colonel Cloland, a squadron of the 9th Lancors, supported by 
the Idth Bengal Lancers, rode straight into the seething, raging sea 
of armed men, Avhilst Gough’s troop of tiie former regiment s<jught to 

1 “ About this juncture. General Koberts, seeing that the enemy wore working 
towards the Nanaclii Kotal, sent me a writlon order to secure the Kotal id once.” 

Old Memorie.s,” by Sir II, Gough. Pall Mall Magazine, March, 1899, p. 390.) 

- Massy’s Desiiatoh, 
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cimfuRo the onoiuy by ii llanic attack. Roooivod with a torrific dis- 
charge of tiuiskctj'y, clouds of du&t and smoke quickly hid the devoted 
band from the eye.s of the an.vioiia sL)cctatois ; then, out of those 
clouds, horses were scon to come galloping back, ,Si)mo riderless, sonic 
with riders swaying in tlunr .saddle.s. Among the wounded were the 
gallant (lleland, bis bridle arm badly sabred, a bullet in his stomach, 
and young Hearsey, shot tlirougli the lungs, who fell to the ground 
d('ad, as his horse stojiped .shoit. The chaigi' had done nothing to 
improve the gcmeral .situation, and unfortunately, during its progress, 
Roberts stop])ed the' ri'tij'ciuent of two of the guns to cover the falling 
back of the cavalry,’ and afterwards changed the lino of retreat of all 
four, so thut they wcr(‘ no longei’ moving towards the pass, in ■which 
direction oiUy was there any chance of escape, hut towai’d.s the city, 
over unkiiov\'n ground, which ju’ovcd so difficult that soon one had to 
he spilfcci and left lying in tlie ditch into which it had fallen.” The 
rc'iuainiug three, by Roberts’s orders, now made for the village of 
Jiaghwana,'' a strong [)obition if held in force, for, .surrounded by 
ditches, it rvas dillicidt of access, but for a handful of cavalry and for 
giin.s running short of ammunition, nothing hotter than a death-trap. 
A very fe.w moments sidliccd to make this clear, so, after one or two 
futile discharges, tho guus made their way between the iiousos to the 
eastern .side of Ihe. village, only to find their further progress barred 
by a broad, ckx'p water-channel. Whilst, in feverish haste, the 
gunners wei'c. searehitag for a ]’)iissagc aero.ss thi.s formidable oh.stacle, 
Roboi'fc.s, seeing their desperate idight and hoping against hope that 
oven yet tlio guirs might be saved, directed Captain ytewart-Mackenzie, 

1 Massy’s Di’Hpalch ; see, also, Furty-Om Years in Jiulia, Vol. II. p, 27S. 

2 “ The, line of nhi’cal wliieJi tlio cireunialaactcs itidieated was cliiiemit from 
that by which M!iH,sy had advanced ami ils teatures 'vi'ero unknown to him.” 
(hottor of Times’ (Jorro-spoudoiit, dated >ranuary 4th, 1H80,) 

» “ 3 now ordered fcimyUi-WimUjam to make for tho villnga of Biighwana 
with his three remaining guns, as the only chance left of saving them.” [Fui‘ty- 
Um Years in India, Vol II. p. 273.) 
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on 'vvlioin the emnniand of llie 9th Jjancor.s had devolved, to inal!:(! a 
second charged The order was obeyed, ()nt dislieartcued men, mounted 
on jaded lior.ses, with hardly an officer left to lead them, could make 
no impression orr the Afghans, and as iSinyth-Windham's clfoiis to got 
the guns across the ditch had ended in their falling inlo it, and thei'c' 
was no time to drag them liiit again, tliei'e was nothing left to do but, 
to order tlic artillerymen to spike tliem where tlicy lay, cut the traces 
of the horses, and save themselves as best they could.' A terrible 
scone followed. Some of the cavalry liad fallen back into Bagliwana, 
other, s had followed Roberts and a few iiiejnbei's of his .staff round it.s 
soutliorn wall ; hut one and all had to face the uhnUu'lo which had 
proved fatal to the guns. Most of those in the ojum got safely over ; 
spnie, welhniountcd, cleared the channel at a Lonnd ; otlu'rs fell into 
it and had great difficulty in gaining a footing on the furtlicr side ; 
a few were shot down in the very act of leaping ; ’ bulj those in the 
village, jammed together in the narrow street, \vilh IVla])r)med Jan’s 
men swarming at their heels, and th() villagers tiring down upon thciu 
from tlic roofs of tlio hoiuses, in their frantic ha,s1,e pushed each other 
into the water, where, sti-uggliug and floundering, they destroyed 
their own and their comrades’ c!hance.s of escape. There wore noble 
exceptions to this panic spirit. Here and there a jnan .saved his 
friend, or .stood hy him to the death. Rir Oliarles Wolselcy got (lleland 
inlo a dhoolio ; Lieutenant K. Hardy of the Horse Artillery refused tt) 

1 Robort.s’H Dospatcli. 

2 “ I (.[uito approved of Major Windham’s .spiking and Jeaving lii.s guns, as, 
in my opijiion, to have remained witli Ihoin longer with tlu'. enniuy rapidly 
enveloping him, would have only sacrificed the lives of all under his command.” 
(Rppoi't of the action of the llfli of December hy Jjicntcruuit-Ouloiiel R. C. 
Gordon, fonimanding Royal Artillery, Kabul Field Foree, dated 2Gth December, 
1879.) 

2 “ Just as X neared it (the ditch) ,a sowar of the 14th Rengal Cavalry jinssod 
mo ahd jumped just in front of me- ; as ho landed ho was shot dead and fell back 
right ae-ross mo ; for a moment I thought 1 must be in the watorooursn, bnl; 
with a scramble my pony just got over.” (Sir Charles Wolsoley’s Diary,) 
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leave a wounded auballern, young Forhes of the 14tli Bengal Lancers, 
wlio had heon confided to hia caro, and the two died together. The 
Rev. J . W. AdamK, Military (ihaylain to the Rore.t', pulled no leas than 
three jnen out of the watcroour.se, two of them when the enemy were 
within a few yaixls of him, and would have paid for his devotion with 
Ilia life, if a Staff Officer, da.s)iing by, hfCd not .seen hi.s danger and taken 
him n^j behind him on his hor.so.‘ Lieutenant C. J. W. Trower and 
Lieutenant K. B. M’lnne.s of the 9tli Lancers, also distinguished thom- 
solves by tlioir gallantry. Tho.so ivho got clear of the village and over 
the diteh fled in all directions ; some toward.s tlm Nanaclii Pass ; .some- 
over the Aliabad Kotal ; l)ut the majority followed Sir P. Roberts 
towirds the Oeh-i-Ma.sang Gorge, their rctj'cat steadily covered by 
Captain J. P. 0. Neville’s Hquadron of the Pith Bengal Lancers and 
by a few dismounted men of the 9th Lancers, rallied by Gough, the 
only oflioer of that/ ingimcnt not hors-dc-combnt. Those- who failed to 
gefi over' the watercourse- were killed by the Afghans, who, brandishing 
their wea])ons and howling like avoIvcw closing on their prey, swept 
through the village, murdering the wounded, and .stripping and 
mutilating the dead. 

Ratal a.s were tlu' doiug.s in this part of the field to the defeated, 
tlu’y rverc' but an c])i.sode so far a.s the victors were eoncernod. Only 
a jrortion of their lujst had taken })art in thorn, the main body tlif* 
while rehmtlessly |)re.ssing forward towards the Nanaehi Pas,s. They 
had come wiitiin a thou.sand yards of it when, suddenly, their 
advinus' stojiiied, and afU'r a short interval of hesitaPou amt 
confusion, their left wing swung round and their wbolo force headed 
towards the Jfeli-i-Iilasang Gorge.® .Por some reason uulmown to 
the anxious spectators of the change, Mahomed .fan had abandoned 
his ])]an of rushing Hhcrjmr and was now intojrt on seizing tho Sher 

t Adams afterwards received the Victoria Cross. — H. B. B. 

a “ Eaomy Oamo on to within 1,000 yai-ds, then tumod east towards the 
city.” (lVlaos,i’egoi', Vol. ff- p. 161.) 
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Darwaza, Heights and occuxij'ing Kahul. I'^or a inoiiK'nfc men Itrcathod 
more [I'ccly, bat Rnljorts kuou' tlial. iSliei'piir was onl^y respited, not 
savmcl, for, in the scattered state of Jiis foi'ccs, an advance oii eanton- 
nu'nts throngh tlie, city was liardly Ic-ss In be di'eaded (.ban an im- 
mediate and dij'ect attack, and, knowing this, h(‘ detei'ininc'il that 
into the city tiii'y should not enter, if courage and slcill could keep 
them out. It.s Governor, Gcmia-al Kills, who Jind just joined liini, 
he de.spatched to Hugh Gough with a verbal m(‘K.sage eountermanding 
the previous order to occupy the Nanacihi Pas.s, and din-utlng him 
to .seize the JDeh-i-Ma.sang Goi'ge with a wing of the 72nd Highkituk'rsd 
Hills galloiJed away vith the nre.ssage, and Roberts, following more 
slowly, .soon found himself elosi* to 'W^ali Mahomerl’s cam]), pitelied 
there a few days earlier wln-n Unit Prince iwus ('.xjiecting to be sent 
as Governor to Turkestan. Hero be was mot by a gronj) of terrilh'd 
Afghans — Wall Malioincd himself, Diiud Shall, and oilier Sh'da,i's — 
all men who, having glv('n aid to th(>- cneniins of iluhr country, now 
found themselves in danger of a traitors doom. If tluy wc>re looking 
for words of .sympathy and cnconragcnnent from (.he Briti.sli General, 
their di.sappointmcnt must have been keen ; opjn'c.ssed with care and 
enraged at the failure of his plans, Roberts overwhobned the unfortu- 
nate men with roproache.s for having misled him wil.h false information. 
In vain they pleaded tliat they tlicmsclvcs had been ill-informed ; “ 

1 “ Old IleiiioriL'.s,’* by Sir H. Gongli. Pa/l Mrill Magrtzi/w, Mai'oh, LS.Oi), 
p. 390. 

In bis Oospateh of tlin 23rd .tanuary, bSSO, Kohorls omil.led to inenLion the 
order to Gough to seonre (be Nanaebi Pass, and claimed to have' sent tlio order 
to bold the Roh-i-Masang Gorge “ imniediatoly on roaehing the ground,” wboroaa 
it was really .sent after the movements of Maepborsoii bad brougliL about a 
change in the enemy’s lino of advance.— TI. B. II. 

2 “ It was diftlenlt to believe that this was tho case, and I was iimvillingly 
forced to (he eoncluHion that iioi a single Afghan could bp trixstod hnwevor 
profuse he might be in his assuranoes of lidclity, and lliat we must depend entirely 
on onr own resomee.'s for iTbpiligence.” {’B’orly-Ow Teg.rii in India, Vol, (.j, 

379.) 
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lio iitit t'O be a])ii(‘fisod, and tlic inLerviow left tliem raoro 
anxious and (U‘])ross(‘d than ovor, for it looked as if they would 
have to pay the |ieiialty of treason whichever sid(3 got the better 
oi the other. 

The change in Mahomed .Ian's taotic.s, which undonl)tedly .saved 
Sluspiir, was due to no sudden caprieo, hut to the fact that Mac- 
jdierson, issuing une.vpee.tedly from the hills, had fallen upon the 
Afghan J'ear and tlu'o3vn it into Impcle.ss disorder. Leaving Mir Karez 
at 7. .'id a.tn. he re-erossed the iSurkh Kotal to the vve.st of the ravine 
up whieh he Irad kal his troops tho jrrevious day, and once on it.s 
southei'u .side, lio sin\’ that many trihe.smen, .singly or in groups, were 
moving towards the hills cast of Argandeli, whilst others \verc coinmg 
over the Argandeli Jkiss. Sending forward Lieutenant-Colonel T. G 
Ho.ss with tin; squadron of tho 14th Bengal Lancers to reconnoitre, 
ho ii'a.s following witli the. main body when, through a ga]) in the 
hills on his left, near tho village of Arahan, ho caught the .sound of 
Horse Artillery guns and instantly understood tho me.s,9agc they 
were intonclod f/O convey. Thcu'c could bo no question now of big 
eombinerl movements ; tlio little force that he Jiad left at Aiishar 
was evidently in sore sf.raits and his duty vva.s to go to its assistance ; 
so sending oil' hi.s otdoiiy oflicor, Captain A. D, Maegrogor, to recall 
tho Lancers, and Captain G. W. Martin, to carry to Colonel Gordon, 
whom he, heliovod to be still in command of the cavalry and guns, 
the order to' hold tho enemy in chock, and tho a.ssurancc that ho was 
coming on as fast as infantry could travel, Macphcr.son turned from 
tho path leading to Argaudoh and .struck into a track which ourve.s 
away to tho south-east and strikes tho Ghazni road a mile to the 
west of Baghumna. Blaoing hi.s baggage in charge of six oompariie.s of 
Sikhs and Gurlduus under Major Grillith,s, with orders to make their 
way hack to Shorpur, ho gave the roniainder of his troops the word to 
stop out ; and never was order more willingly obeyed, for eveiy man 
felt that the lives of hi-s comrade, s arid the safety of Shorpur depended 
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upon Ilia apeccl, c'.sjiocially aftor LioulcuanL Ncvillo f'haiuljorUiin, who 
had gone on ahead to recotmoitre, lofcurned with the re])ort that ho 
had Keen Wkj cavalry and guns engaged wdth an caroi'niouH body of 
Afghans. Many trib<‘smen, in lio.stile atlitinh', soon sliowed thoiUKclves 
on the British 2 ’ight, but Mae|)hci'.son, who, to use his own words, 
'■ Jiad no time to waste on anything but the tnoiu liocly of Iho enemy,” 
pres.socl forward without a pause till the Oluirdeh Valley, swarming 
witli the followers of the despised Mullah, eame. into view. 'To 
give notice to Massy that hel}) was at hand, he now ordesred 
Captain Morgan to o])en fire with the mountain guns ; but quicic 
as had been the. Ilvitish movements, th(‘ men for whom that signal 
was intended, had been .swejjt away, ont of sight aiiid heai'ing, an 
hour hofore, and when, at 12. IM) p.m., Maoplierhon’s infantry 
dejiloycd, it was with the rear of Mahomed rbin’s foreo that 
it had to deni, and of tints it made very .short work, Believing 
Mac])herson’,s Hi'igad(‘ to be inarching on Argandeh, the Afghans 
were unprepared for its sudden irnqition into the Cliardcdi Valley, 
and even mistook tire heail of the eohimn for Kohistants coming to 
their asHi,stane('.' The lire of the gums showisl Uiem their mi.staku', 
and one largo body of trila'simsn ” in regular line formation Avith 
thc‘ir right resting on a fort elo.si' to the high-road ” jirepared to make 
a stand. Their courage failed them, lunvi'voi', at tim de.e.isive moment ; 
and, b(>fore the attaiik could bo made, they lirokc; and fh'd, some, 
towaixls the Emperor Baber’s tomb on tho right bank oT the' Kabul 
Pdver, inu'.sued by the 3i'd Biklis ; others, towards fndald, with tho 
67th h’oot on their heels. Their di.si)craal w-as so oonqileto that 
Maepherson could A^rite in his de.spatoh that lii.s troops had “ almost 
boxed the compass,” and driven, he might say “ hunted tho (meniy 
in all directions, .so that by 2 oVdock tho mountains, crowded Avith 
black speck.g, looked like ant-hills, and later on, from tho commanding 


1 Mac|ilierson’s Supplementai'y Doapatoli, dated 4th Jniuiary, 1S80. 
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position of Killa Fiiizi, not an Afghan could he seen on the Cliardeh 
plain.” ‘ 

Tn that coniinanding position, Maephenson reasseinhled hi.s troop.s 
at ;}.3() p.ni., and there he decided to liivounck for tlie night to be 
ready to support Baker. 

Meanwhile, in anotluT part of the big l)attle-tield the di.sasLcr of 
the morning wa.s being partially retrieved. Captain T. Beane, one 
of the officei's who had come up to Kabul with Wir Michael Kennedy, 
had lieaded off tlie troopens nlio had fled towards tlie Nanaclii Pa.s.s, 
and liardly had h(3 sneoeeded in .stopping and rallying them than ho 
was joined by ( 'olotiel IVJaegregor, Major A. Badcoclc, Mr. II. M. Durand, 
Lieutenant A. B. Liddell, and the bearer of Maeplior.soids jnessage to 
Colonel Cordon, Captain C. W. Martin. Looking towards Baghwana, 
those oflicois could see that the village and the country lying between 
it and tlieni, wei'o comparatively .speaking free b’oni tlie enemy, and 
Maegregor instantly made up Ids mind to recover tlie guns. The 
bold .si'heme was crow'necl with complete .success. Under Macgregoi's 
inspiring leadiu’ship, the jranio-.strickon fugitives of a few minutes 
before unhesitatingly I'ctraced their stejis, and, reinforced hy some 
men of Macjiherson's baggage guard, that they chanced to come 
across, reached the guns, which on the arrival of fleneral Ma.ssy with 
a squadron of the Dili Lancer.s, and one of the 14th Bengal Lancers 
.sent from cantonmraits,“ wore dragged out of the ivater and hrouglit 
safe into Hher|nu'. By extraoting the spikes and replauing hy 
duplicates the mo reablc parts of which they had br>en stripped, they 
were .soon made ser'vicr'ablc again,'' and tiro gai’ri,son, in the anxious 
days whioh followed, had good reason to rejoice in, their recovery. 

Before nightfall, Maopherson's baggage train also got back to 
Hherpur ; not without difficulty, however. Tiio hills through which 

i Maoplieraon’s Dospaloh, dated 27tli December, 1879. 

Massy’s Despalcli. 

■> Lieutenant-CoJon.c] Gordon’a Beport. 
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it had made its way were alive with tribo.snien, luingry for s|ioil, and 
but for the strength of its original escort, and (he athlitional protection 
afforded it by the .squadron of I4th Bengal Lancers reealled by (Japtaiu 
Maegregor, many of tire laden nnih'S uoidd certainly have b('en cut 
off and driven away. So jjersistent and so bold were the Afghans 
that, in the end, it "was found needful to re.sott to a bayoiu't charge, 
whicli, gallantly led by Captain J. Cook, htli Curkha.s, and Liculenant 
W. Cook, I3rd Hikhs, taught them to kee]) their distanee. l)n- 
foitunatcly, both brothers wei'c wounded in tire fight. 

If the- 11th of December na.s a day of di.sn.stor for Massy and a 
day of success for Maoplrerisou, for Hugh Dough it rva.s one of intenso 
anxiety. Left in command of an inrmensc' cantonment, with only 
the 72nd Highlaucler.s, a wing of the Pioneei's, three stpiadrons of 
cavalry, and a few gun.s todeh'nd it, ho had been ordered by Hoberls 
to guard against the approach of an enemy from Kohistan, unci had 
made hia di.s 2 ro.sitions on the as.snmpl ion that it wa.s from the .North 
only that danger need be expected ; but al.xrut an hour and a half 
after the Gonc-'ral's departure, he began to receive, nre.s.sages from 
Lieutenant E. E. Robertson, the officer in cliarge of a signalling 
party .statiorred on the Slier Darwaza Heights, vrhiolr, little by little, 
opened his eyes to peril of a far irroi’e acute nature, llireatoning Slu'rjmr 
from the wo.st. Erom hi.s lofty jjost of observation, Robertsoir over- 
looked the Chardeh Valley, saw all that went on there, and in brief 
sentences rejiortcd each incident a.s it occurred— the sudden afipc'aranco 
of Mahomed Jan’s army on tlui hills above Killa Kev/.i, the advance 
of Massjr’s force, tlio coming into action of the guns, the, charge of the 
Cavalry, the great fight that followed. With over-growing unea.sine.ss 
Gough received each instalment of the. tale, but wlum it came to tlio 
point of “ 1 see, our cavalry retiring ; the enemy is advancing ; ” he 
knew that ShciqDur w’ould be that enemy's goal, the Nanachi Pass, 
his line of advance, and forthwith made every arrangement for the 
defence of the place which the mif^orahly inacloffuata force at his 
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disposal would ponnilid Ho posted his artillery so as to command 
(,lic road leading to the Pass ; he laid down wire entanglement at the 
weakest points ; lu- t(‘legra])hed to (Jolouel Jenkins, eoinnianding the 
tiorps of Guides, at Sell llaba to march instantly to his assistance ; 
so far' as nms [lossihle, lu' assigned to every man his post, and finally 
took np liis stand on the toji of tlie western gateway to ivatch for the 
first apjiearance of the victorious Afglians, determined to defend 
iSherpur to the df'ath. llefore long he received Jtoberts's written 
order to oceipiy the Ranachi I’ass ; hut before ho could make 
arrangements to execute it, Uolnwlson, who, u'ith great courage, 
still maintained Ids position on the Heights above the city, signalled 
new's tiiat released liim fr(jm the. necessity of obeying it — the Afghan 
army had clinnged front and was no longer advancing on Sherpur. 
d’lio relief \raH great,’ for Gough had not a man to siiare, and any 
force, that ho iniglit have sent to defend the Pass would have boon 
Bwu'pt away by tlie main body of the victorions Afghan host, or cut 
oh l)y the trilicsmon swarming over the hills or across tho Aliabad 
Kotal ; but Jio liad little time for congi'atidating himself on dangers 
escaped, so urgent vvt'ro those that still confronted him. Soon a line 
of fugitive.? came into sight, followed by Major Smyth-Windham and 
tiro artillery teams, and, last of all, by Sir Charles VVolseley and poor 
Oleland, no longer in a dhoolie — that had had to be abandoned — but 
on horseback, hi'ld up in his saddle by two wounded men of the 9th 
Lancers. Tie arrival of these survivors of Ma,s,sy’s ill-starrcd force, 
bringing with them ivild reports of the enemy’.s strength and the 
speed with wliicli they were I’u.shing on, threw the carap-followers and 

1 Sir Hugh Gough’s “ Old Memories, ” Pall Mall Magusinn, March, 1899, 
p. 305. Ilonsman, at page 197 of his hook, says tliat the men available for duty 
wore “ less than a thousand.” 

2 “ It WHS a groat icliof to find they were not advancing direct on us hy Ifae 
Nanaolii Kotal ns they originally intended— for, honestly speaking, I think we 
should have had a tough joh to stop thoni.” {" Old Memories,” Pall ^[all 

March, 18[)0, p. 390.) 
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oven the troops in oantonments into such a statn of alarm that, iC 
Gough had l)cun a man of leas exj)erienco, and resolution, a panic 
MT)uld have onsuedd The suggestion that he should evacuate Nheipur, 
he received with indignant scorn, and silencing all chimour and idle 
talk, went steadily about the business of succouring the wimndetl 
and making such preparations to send out troo[)s to tlu' assistance of 
Roberts that, when Hills galloped in with the messages sul)Htitutiug an 
order to occupy the, Deh-i-Masaiig Goj-ge for that wliich liad bidden 
him secure tiro Nanaohi lhass, he was able to execute it wii,Iiout a 
moment's delay. Two hundred Highlanders, led by Colonel P)r(n\'nlow, 
doubled out of Slicrpur, and reached the defile just in time to forestall 
the Afghans in the pos.ses,sion of the village e.t its furthej' eml.“ Huri'y- 
ing his men on to the roofs of the houses, Brownlow [toured volley 
after volley into Mahomed Jan’s long deep line, till that Goiunal, 
uncertain as to the strength of his new opponont.s and still prt'ssed 
in rear by Maepherson’s Brigade, took ground to Ids rigid, ; the huge 
column — that was the formation his followers liad now assumed — 
heading towards indaki, and oceupying the T'akht-i-Shah, the lofty 
hill which commanded the Slier Darwaza Heights and threatened t,he 
Upper Bala Ilis,sar. 

There was nothing reassuring in the situation on which the sun 

1 “ Sinyth-Windhatii and bis artillerymen and the few si niggling Ijaiims 
had carried the b;ul news in lietore ns, ami tiie feeling in camp almcst anionnti'd 
to a panic, and everyone .seemed to expeet llio enemy In apjioar in siglil in over- 
whelming force.” (dir Olinrles Wolseley's Diary.) 

Lieutenant C. tf. RohorlHon, who was in ciinvgo of ttemval Maephei'Kon’a 
transport on the lltk Doeeinher, Biijra that on Ida arrival in t’anlmuuonia ho 
found “ every sign of an unwonted e.xeilomcut,” and when he waa at last a,d- 
mltled through a barricaded gateway he wa.s “ assailed by v'ollciyR of questions 
from groups of men and ofiieers, Rome cheery, ehafling, and couiideui, olhova 
veritably despondent aiul an.xious.'’ {Kimim, Kabul, awl Kawhihtr, [)]). 122, 
123.) 

2 “• The enemy streamed down upon the village . . . hut ('olonel Brmvnlow’s 
admirable disposition of his handful of IlighJandors soon chookod the rush,” 
{Hensmau, p. 195.) 
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went clown lliat (wcuinff, liuL Mio (iiescnc’c of mind and clear insighb 
cliKplayed by Rolicj'ts in Kt'nding for Lho Highlanders fhc moment he 
percf'ived tin' change in the eiieiiiy’s jdans, had, nt least, frustrated 
Maliomc'd -Inn’s hoj)e of nhl-nining ijiiiiu'diate possession of Kabid ; 
a gain of gieat value at a fiine when Hherpiir was denuded of three- 
foiirtliH of its clefeudoi's, and Baker’s and Macjihcrscrn’s Brigades wore 
both f/i I'tur. 'I’ho latter force, however, was not suffered to pass 
the night isolated at Killa ICazi. As soon as he felt certain that 
tho Chardeh ^bdl('y was clear of the, enemy, Roberts despatched his 
Oi'derly Otliccu', Lienteiiant ,1. Slierston, to search for IVacphcrson, of 
whoso w'herealiouta h(' was still ignorant, and to direct him, when 
found, to fall hack on Deh-i-Masang. Bherston had no difficulty in 
discovei’ing the Brigade}, and, by 7 o’clock, Maojdierson had taken up 
tho position assigned to him ; and his tro()])s, with tho exception of 
two companic's of tho Htli Gurkhas, whom he was al)le to spare to 
fiongli, were hard at work entrenching themselves at the month of 
the gorge, “ thus further securing the a])proach to the city." ‘ Then 
liaving done all that knowledge and j)rndonce could Buggc.st to ensure 
the safety of his force.s, inside and outside canionmente, Roberts 
rcLurnc'd to Bherpnr, and about midnight, to the great relief of the 
garrison, i-he Guides anived, having made a forced march of thirty 
uiikis.^ 

Idm troops in cantonments and tliose at the mouth of the Deh-i- 
Masang Gorge, .spent a t]niet night ; not so, the .signalling party on 
the Shcr Darwaza Heights, and it was well that Gough had .sent a 
(jompany of tlu! 72nd and one of the 07th under Captain R. E. G. 
Jarvi.s to strengthen the post ; for, but for those reinforcements and 
the rough, but strong sangar erected by Robertson, it would certainly 

> Roborls’s Doapidcih. 

2 “At 7 o’clock wc heard that he (Colonel Jenkins) was at But ICliak, and as 
1 am writing (at midnight) Ids corps is niarehing in, over 700 strong— 200 more 
will arrive to-inorrow with the baggage." (Httnaman, p. 198.) 



I go THE SECOND Ab'GHx^N WAR 

have been lost before morning. JJefc'vePn 6 aiul 7 jj.iii. <i nLunbor of 
Afghans got to the rear of the .sangar, and Jai'vis, spring liunsrlf sur- 
rounded, drew in his outlying pickets and kept all hi.s two hundred 
and fifteen men under arms. Again and again, the trilx'smcm ad- 
vanced to tiro a.s.sanlt, and, again and again, Uritish steadiness pi'ovcd 
more than a match for Afghan impetuosity, ^'lir hillsides were lit u]) 
by the continuous fire of assailaut.s and a.ssailod, and by that light 
many anxion.s eyes watched from Rlierpnr the |)rogress of tlui struggle. 
It wa.s after If p.m. when the last attack was made. In the lull that 
had preceded it, a few Afghams had crept close up to the, breastwork, 
and, hidden by the dai'kness, burled taunts and throat, s at tho men 
inside ; but of these no notice was taken, nor yet of tho .storm of 
inuskotry under cover of which the a,s.sanlt wa,s to ho delivered. Silent 
and Watchful, Jarvis’s men reserved their lire till the enemy was witivin 
forty yaj'd.s of the sangar ; then, at tho word of command, tliey poured 
suoh deadly volleys into tlio dimly seen masses r’ushing forward to 
overwhelm them, that the tribesmon lost heart and besat a hasty 
retreat down the hillsides. The bodies of twelve Afghans wore found 
next day close to the sangar, but many dead and wounded must have 
been carried awtry ; whereas, thank.s to tho strength of Robertson's 
improvised hrcastworlc and the steadiness of its dofender.s, Jarvis 
lost not a single man Idlled and only ton wounded. 

The Casualties on the 11th December were as follow.s ; — 
Brigadier-General Dunham Massy’s IBrigadc : — 

Killed. 

Lieutenant IS. Hardy, I'-A Royal Ilor.so Artillery. 

Lieutenant 0. ,7. R. TToarsoy, Otli Laneoi'H. 

2n.d Lieutenant W. R. Ricardo, 9th Lanoors. 

Lieutenant O. Forbes, I4th Bengal Lanooin. 

Sixteen men, 9lh Lancers. 

Seven men, Idth Bengal Lanoors. 



DISASTER OF KDKVENl'H OF DECEMBER igt 

Woinulcd, 

LH>iif-!>ii.int-CVilond R. R. Clol.iucl, i)lli Liiiuri-''. 

Cixptaiii J. A. IT. RIowai't-Maokonzic, Dth LaiK'ois. 

(Jrio man, P— A Royal IJo?’an ^Vitillory. 

NiucTcon mi-n, Olli Raiioeia. 

'ITirnc men, 141h Rcngal Liincors. 

Brigiidii'i'-CR'iiej'Ml Mnc'plioi.son’.s JJrigiide ‘ — 

KUlal. 

Onn iniin, .'trd Siklis. 

Oni' ninn, Glli (lurklias. 

Wmniiled. 

Oiiptain J. (took, Vkl,'., fiUi (kirklina, 

Ijiontnnant TV. (took, .‘iid Hiklia. 

A Kativo Ollicei', .‘ird fiikhs. 

'I'wo men, 3rrl Rikli.s. 

'INvo men, {Illi (Tui'kUaa. 

Ca])t!iin ll. I<], (\ dai'vis’.s : — 

Woumhd. 

Onn man, G7th I'toot 
Nino num, 72nd Iliglilaiicleva. 


'rOT.\ 1 . (.'Aair.^T.’I'lIiS. 



Officers. 

jIlfM. 

Horses 

Killed 

4 

25 

51 

Wonndod . 



;i7 

16 


Tola! f) 

(12 

57 


OB.SETIVATIONS 

0BST3RVATION I. “ Kevicwing the, incidents of the 11th of 
Deceinbor, ati I have frequently clone .since, with all tho concomitant 
circumstances deeply impressed on niy memory, 1 havo failed to 
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discover that any disposition of niy force dift'erent from tliat 1 made 
could have had better residts, or that what did occur could have been 
averted l>y greater forethought or more careful calculation on my 
part.” ‘ 

if this rihrospoctivo verdict of acipiittal pronouirced by Lord 
Robci'ts on him.sclf, had been intended to apply solely to the disjiosition 
made by him after his arrival in tho Chardeh Valley on the 11th of 
'December, no one would be likely to di.sputo it — tho situation ho 
found there was so bad that no other disposition of his force could 
have been more successful than that made b}^ him — but the sentence 
that follows the one ipiotcd above .shows that he intended it to cover 
the whole of the strategy of which this hopeless situation was tho 
outcome. “ Two deviations from my programme (which probably 
at tho time appeared unimportant to the Commairdors in question) 
were tho principal factors in bringing about, tho unfortunate oeeurreucos 
of that day. Had Maepherson marched at 7 a.m. instead of at 8, 
and had Massy followed the route 1 had arranged for him to take, 
Mahomed Jan must have fallen into the trap I had prepared for him.” 

Q’he exact contrary of tho three as.scrti(ms made in this latter 
extract is true, 

(1) Had Macpher.son marched at 7 a.m. Instead of at 8, ho would 
have passed the gap in the hills, through which alone the .sound of the 
guns could reach him, befoie Massy came into action, and would have 
arrived at Argandoh to find that the whole of Mahomed Jan’s army 
was between him and Kabul, too far on its way to yhorpur for him to 
he able to exercise any inlluencc on its movements, 

(2) Had Massy followed the route arranged for him, j.b. had he 
moved round two .side.s of a parallelogram, instead of diagonally 
acros.s it, lie would haye sighted the enemy later than he did, and tho 
guns summoning Maephenson to tho Chardeh Valley, would have been 
fired in vain. 


1 Forty-One. Years in Inditti Vol. If, p. 281. 
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(3) Malioiiicd dan, woll informed tus to the iiiovemunts of the British 
forces, was never in a trap. Unencumbered ]iy transport, and with 
an army consisting of the most mobile military elements in the world, 
ho w'as all along free to accept battle or to di.spor.se his follower.? with 
a view to their rea.s.sembling a day or two later, as might seem bc.st 
to him ; and when he saw that the right moment had come to take 
the offensive, he simply walked out of the jiosition in which he was 
expected to await Baker’.? and Maephcrson’.s convenience, and brought 
all Robert.?’? “ careful calculation ” to nought. 

The attempt to .shift the blame for the inevitable failure of a plan 
which violated the fundamental principles of the art of war, on to the 
shoulders of a subordinate, was not made for the lir.st time in the 
pago.9 of Lord Roberts’s Autoliiogvaphy. In his despatch regarding 
the loss of the gun,s, ho gave so misleading an account of Ma.s.sy’s 
proceedings as i.o result in that officor’.s hoiug severely censured and 
removed from his command. Fortunately, the Duke of Cambridge, 
the then Commander-in-Chief, whose .strong sense of justice was so 
often exerGi.sod in lighting individual wrongs, was not doooiverl a.s 
to the quarter to which lilame loally attached, and Mas-.y was soon 
reappointed to a Brigade. 

No direct attempt to fix responsibility for the catastiophc on 
IMaepherson was made at the time, but telegrams grossly miarepro- 
sentiug the part played by him on the 10th and the lltlr of December 
quickly appeared in the Indian and English newspapers. The real 
truth as to that part is contained in iSir Hugh Gough’s frank admission 
that the change in the direction of the enemy’s advance — a change 
which .saved Bherpur — “ was due to the sudden appearance on the 
scene of Maepherson and his Brigade, who had marched over the hills 
from Kohi,stan, and arrived just in the nick of time to attack them 
(the Afghans) in rear ; " and no one who carefully studios the 


1 “ Old Memories,” Pull Mali 3Iagasine, March, 1800, p. 806, 
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sequence o£ events arauntl Kaljnl from the 8(li to Llio lltli of Downnbov, 
can fail to agfoo with Gough that “he (lloherts) was fortunate in 
having so rcliahlo a Brigadier as JHcrljcrt Maepherson, “who, seeing tlie 
difficulties of the situation, was able to move his troops so elTeotually 
to his assistance,"’ ' How Mac]jhei'son, one of the luo.sL luodo.sL of 
men, regarded his “deviation” from Robert, s’.s ju ograuuue, may bo 
learned from the follosving extract from liis diary, dated Kabul, 
January 7th, 1880 “ . . . paid me a long visit some day,s ago, 

and as ho was very anxiou,s to know wliat uiy Force had done, 1 let 
him have a copy of my do,spatch to j'cad — lie ha,s not yet returned it. 
In sending him the copy, I .said in my note that ‘ I claim by my Flank 
March, in battle of the 11th December, to have saved the po.sition 
licre entirely.’ If I had done as 1 Ava.s ordered, gone to Argandoli, 1 
should have been embroiled with the enemy there in a very diOicult 
country, and could not have rescued Wherpur from Mahouual Jan and 
hi.s hosts — estimated, I see, at 30,000 — who would have been botwehii 
me and Kabul. By my flank marcli, which I deoided on in an in.stant, 
I cut in between half his army and .Kabul, and actually pierced his 
centre, and after driving off from the jilain of Chardoh the army that 
was in possession of our Horse Artillery guns, and was pursuing Roberts 
and the Cavalry into Kabul, 1 turned round and scattered the otlier 
half that was coming on. I had only 900 Infantry and 2 Mountain 
guns, and wliy it was that we wore not overwhelmed, 1 say, wa.s our 
never hesitating to attack at once everytliing that attempted to oppose 
us. If there had been any hesitation on our side, we should have 
been destroyed. After all tliK, it is pleasant to read in the Bombay 
Gazette and Civil and Military ‘ General Maephorson’s check and 
reverse '!!... and the Pioneer gives a false colouring to my action 
on the 11th, a.s it .says that having been dramr into an engagement with 
the Kohistanis, I u'as unable to turn on Mahomed Jan ! This ia just 


“ Old Memories,” Pall Mall Magazine, March, 1809, p. 397, 
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wliat 1 \vi.i« able to do : — luiviiig givc’n the FColiistams a good beating 
and ]ii'('vented their janetioii wdtli M.ilionied Jan, T was quite free to 
attack Maliotued Jau, and my report sliou's liow that was done. Ft 
sounis like a blchbiug of Pi'ovklence tiiat J did not luarcli at 7 a.in. ; iiad 
] done HO we Hlioidd have been committed witli the enemy on tlie road 
to Argand('h and unalde to rescue Kabul from liib gi'ip.” 

Obsjskvatjon Jl. Tn a mountainous country, Artillery and 
Cavalry .should Ix' invariably siipporltid by Infantry. Even Cavalry 
when acting alone should have an Infantry .strpjrort handy on which 
to fall back. Had an infuntiy regiment been allotted to Ma.ssy's 
Force on the 1 Ith of nccemher, it is iinproba.blc that his guns would 
have been cajitureci ; and that there was no regiment to spare to 
him, is in itself strong condemnation of strategy, which sought to do 
with tliree tlionsand men what would have been risky and difficult 
of ac('oinplisluueiit for tlii'ce times that nuinhev. 

On.SHiiVA'j'KJN 1 [I. iriic linst of the two cavalry cliargos ordered 
hy Sir F\ Robrnds was delivered with great sjiirit and gallantry, and 
■u'lien the confusion \vhtch j-cugned among the !)th Lancers on emerging 
from a sea of euemie.s Avith hardly an officer left to rally them, is taken 
into account, the fact that, a little later, they charged a second time 
speaks volumes for their courage and discijrline. The conduct of the 
(Squadron of the Mth Bengal Lancons, commanded by Captain J. P. C. 
Neville, Avhich on both occasions follow'od in support, also de.serves 
high praise. Though not pitted against the full strength of the 
enemy, it took its share in the terrible risks run and, after each charge, 
re-forincd with Avonderful steadiness to cover tlie retreat of its British 
comrades. Whether either charge was justified by a reasonable 
expectation of its serving to delay the Afghan advance is questionable ; 
but the situation rvas desperate, and bhoro was no other measure that 
could have been resorted to. 



CHAPTER XIX 


March of Baker’s Brigade 

OPER^VTiONS ROUND KABUL ON THE 12Tir AND RH’U OE DECEMBFiR, 1870 

Many timea during tho evcntH narivitcd in <lu3 foregoing cliapteJ' had 
Sir F- Roberts tried to often comniunicatiou with Baker ; but neither 
l)y heliograph, nor by niesscngor, was it found jtoasible to reach him, 
and the General and Ida Brigadier had each to .spend tlie night of 
the 11th nf December in ignorance of all that liad befallen the (jther. 

Neither the main body of Baker’s Brigade down in thn valley, 
nor the rear-guard on the hill above, had been raoh',sted during the 
night of the 10th ; and early next morning the 5th Punjab Cavalry 
crossed the river and pushed forward trt a point on the Ghazm road 
which commanded the ajrproaohcs into Maidan and its adjacent 
valleys. “I had thus effected the first object of my march," wrote 
Baker in his Despatch, “ and was hoping to find that General Mac- 
pherson had carried out liLs, a.s originally determined on,^ whicdi 
would have brought him then in direct communication with my.self 
and have enabled us, had the main body of the enemy not made a 
forward movement in the direction of Kabid, to have assumed tho 
offensive against them on most advantageous terms.” ” 

At 9 a.m. tho rear-guard reached camp, and Baker was able to 
hasten forward rvith the Infantry in support of the Cavalry. After 
fording the river, the column, for a time, turned its back on Sherpur, 

t Baker did nob even knoir that Maepherson’s Biigado had been diverted to 
Kohistan. — H. B. H. 

It is clear from this extract that Baker had shared Roberts’s expectation 
that Mahomed Jan would allow himself to he trapped at Argandch. — H. B. fl. 

19G 
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the ti-ack follo\\’erl by it ruiuiing, at tirsl,, ncaiiy due Avest and then 
curving round in a norlh-eastorly direction to the Pass that leads into 
llic Maidair Valh'y. All along, on the heights, large numbers of tribos- 
iiu'H eould be seen moving ])arallel with the British advance — hundreds 
of Warclaks on tlu- left, (lionsands of Logaris on the right. Only a 
few shots were' fired into the main body, but hardly had the long 
train of baggagt' animals left the encamping ground than the rear- 
guard, oon.sisting of eighty men of the 92nd I-lighlandcr.s and two 
hundi’ed of the fth Punjab infantry, hecamo hotly engaged. It was 
admirably commanded by Captain (i. K. M'Callum ; hut, so persistent 
and liai'assing Avere tho enemy’s attacks, that it took him four hours 
to get over four miles of good road, and on approaching the Maidan 
Kotal, the peril became so cxtreiiK' that ]:lak(‘r himself went hack 
Avith lAio mountain guns, a troop of the 6 II 1 Punjab Cavalry, and a 
Inindicd rilles of the filh Punjab Tiifantry, lo protect tho baggage 
on its way through th(' Pass.' Meanwhile the advanced guard, on 
approaching the Argandeh Pas.s, had discovered that it Avas strongly 
held by tho enmuy, and that the road to Kabul Avas closed.- It Avas 
already late in the afternoon, hut Baker felt that ho must dislodge 
the Afghans, thercs and then, lest they should rush his camxr under 
cover of dariviiess. f’he order to attnclc Avas tpiiokly given, and 
Major Whiti', Ai’itii a detachment of the f)2nd, supported by the 
mountain guns, da.shed forward AAith splendid elan and drove the, 
tiibesinen headlong from their strong jiosition.'’ This success secured 
to Baker’s tired troops a qidet night ; hut Baker himself, certain 
that disaster alone could account for the absence of all news of Mao- 
pherson’s Brigade, spent anxious hours. Again and again, he sent 

1 " Tlus Avas ofcrled in a vwy salisfactoiy manner, and great credit is due 
to (laplain Wynter, SHi-d (Duke of Wellington’s) Bogiment, Avho Avas the aoiiior 
transport officer My thanks are also duo to (Japtain M'Callum, 92 nd High- 
landers.” (Baker’s Daspatoh.) “ Ibid. 

•1 “ Altogothcr it wfta a brilliant little aflair, the attack being made without the 
alightest hesitation and against very great odds, and oA^ery credit is due to Major 
White, 02 nd Highlandors, for the manna' in Avhidi it ryaa oonduotod.” (Ibid.) 
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out mcsKcngcrs, but only 0110 got through tlio Chardch Valley, into 
which fresh Afghan levies w ere coni iuuing to pour, and not one nduriu'd 
with the dc'sired tidings. 

When the march was i-esiiined soon after daybreak on the 12th, 
it was found that the tiibe.smen with whom the Brigade had ht'ou 
engaged the evening before, luid oceu])ied a strong position, iA^'o and 
a half miles in rear of the camp, from wliich they ^^'el■o now trying 
to work round the Britisli right. Divining tluit their object was to 
cut him (rtf fi'om Jvahul by clo.sing the Argandeh Jkass, Baker moved 
foru'ard rapidly witli Ids main body to reinforce his piclcet.s, and 
occupy it in strength before thej'- could carry out their luirpOiSt'. From 
its summit, lie was at last able to oiien heliograpluc eommunioiition 
with yiierpur, and the intcdligonee conveyed to Idtu was of so serious 
a nature that ovmi without the precise ordi'r to retuiu iiumediiiUdy, 
ho Avould have strained cveuy nerve to reacli cantonments in time 
to be of .service that day ; and as it was vain to hope tliat tlie animals, 
worn out witli three days of toilsome mai'cldng, ooidd (piieken tlioir 
pace, or tliab tlie cuicmy would cease their inee.s.sant atiaeks ufion 
the roar-guard, he, for a time, entertained the idea of riindoring ids 
Force more inolrile iiy placing iiis Iraggago and ti'an, sport in (illudam 
Hyder's Fort, twelve miles short of Hlierpur. it was a do.spc'ratci 
expedient, yet he wc'nt so far as to make avrangt'monts for victualling 
the fort and .strengtlieuing its defences ; but when he found that tho 
rear-guard, constantly jiressod by the (memy wlio clung in crowds 
to all the heights, had taken four hours from the cam])ing ground i^o 
tho mouth of the Argandeh Pass, he saw that, march as he might, 
after establishing the Ijaggage and its dcfcndei's within its walls, ho 
could not arrive in tlie vicinity of Kabul in time to come into action 
that day, and abandoned, a plan from which nothing could be gained, 
and by which much .mu,st bo risked.^ Blowly, but surely, Baker 

1 “ On the last march, such was the exhausUoii of llio transport animals, 
it was actually propo,sed at one time to pack the hnggago in Gbolam Hyder’s 
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worked his way ihrough klic CJiardoh Valley ; Iiis main body un- 
opposed ; Ills roar-guard, whioh absorhod more than the half of the 
Brigade, almnsi continuously in action ; the 5th Punjab Cavalry 
covering the jnovenu‘nt,‘ and, from time to time, inflicting some loss 
upon the enemy, wliose numl)ers grew from hour to hour. iVear 
Killa Iva'/J the Ceneral set fii’e to the village in u'hich the G-overnor 
of Maidan, Sirdar Mahomed lliis.scin Khan, was inurclered, and loft 
it enveloped in smoke. ^ 

A(- the Deh-i-Ma,sang Gorge, lu; found awaiting him an order 
to retire n,t once int.o yheriuir, anti, marching straight on, entered 
cantonments witli his main body a little before (5 p.m., followed at 
8.30 by the rear-guard and the baggage.’ 

C.'\RLTAi;i’I]CS fM jmrCADTEB-GKNERAI. hAKER'S BRIGADE 

KHInl. 

Out! titan, ,')th Punjab Cavalry. 

Two men, ff(h Punjab Inffinlry. 

Wounded. 

Pmiv inou, No. 2 Moiiuiain Battoiy. 

One man, .5tli Punjab Gavidry. 

Two mim, 92nd llighlandera. 

Eivo men, .^tli Punjab Jnffiutry. 

One follower. 

Total 3 nion Idllort, ami 13 woundod. 

Port, at the far end of the Chardeb Valley, from which not a man could have 
spcapod alive .... The expedition had lieen productive of much danger, and 
little, or no protit.” (R,oborlaon’s Kahid, nnd Kandahar, ]t. 127.) 

1 Regimnnt.al Records of the 5tJi Punjab Cavalry. 

a Duko’.s Ttcrollectmhs, p. 320. 

A cruel and unjiistiliablc proceeding, as tho villager.^ wore not implicated in the 
murder, wliicli was committed, as already said, by tho Wnrdak people. — H. B, H. 

■a Apparonlly, Baker kept to himsolf tho had nows roneived on the Ghardoh 
Kotal, for Duke writes : — “ As we approached Rahul, tho Bala Hiasar and Takht- 
i-Shah Heights were oonstantly lighted np with gun.-flB.sheH, which somewhat 
surpriaed us ; nor, indeed, until we had entered the Dch-i-Maseng Gorge . . , 
did wo hear of the sovoi'e encounter that had occurred tho day before,” 
IHecnlleetions oj the Kabul Campaign, p. 243.) 
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The rctiu'u of Baker’s Brigade was wiicoine to Bohorks, boili as 
strengtlw'nmg the gariisou of vSherpur and as c‘nahUug him to take 
tJie olTensive inori' vigorously, and, as Jic hoped, more successfully 
than had been possible in the absence of so large a jiart of his l<‘'oi'ce. 
Before dawn tliat morning. Lieutenants 'olonii Noel Money had left 
Macphei'son’s camp with — 

2 guns No. 1 Mounlaui Batlory, 

20.’) men DeUehmonB r)7th and 72iul legiment.s,' 

1.70 men 3i'(l Sikhs, 
l!)i7 m"ii nlh (liirkhas, 

to dislodge the Afghans from the Taldit-i-iShah, on Llu' .slopes of 
which mountain, .steep, scarpetl, broken with jagged ma.ssos of rock 
and .strewn with huge boulders, they had erected tiei'.s of hn'a.stworks, 
one above the other, each commanding the interior' of, the one below 
it. The po.sition was .shelled for hour.s and many gallant attempts 
wore made to carry it, but, though Maopheraou .sent trvo moiv coni- 
panioa of hrfantry to a.ssist tlu' frontal attack by taking the hill in 
revor.se, the Afghans clung to their’ .sangar.H with .such tcmacity that 
at 4.30 — the gurus having ceased lir'ing an hour h('fore for lack of 
aininnnition — Money, who had lost touch with Macplierson, had to 
signal to iShcrxmr that ho could get no furlher." Bohm-ts heliographcd 
back that he was to hold on for the night, and the, ne.xt day to co- 
operate with a force that would ho sent against the Afghan position 
from the direction of the village of Ben-i-Hisaar, ’ 

fn this day’.s fighting, three non-eoramia.sioned ollicera, Colour- 
Sergeant W. Macdonald, iSergeant W. Cox, and Sei'geant B. Mollvecn, 
greatly distinguished theinselvea ; the first-named displaying 

1 , Jarvis’s picket on Slier Barwaza. Original strength 2J5. — H. B. Tf. 

2 “ We could sea nothing of him (Money), but .saw enemy in groat .strength 
on top of a frightfully steep position. The result was Uiat about 4.30 Money 
signalled ho could not got on, bo the attack failed. That is the second defeat 
in two day.s ; one more, and wo shall have to shut our.solves up all tho u'inter.” 
(Maegregor, Vol. TI. p. 1()2. ) 

Roberts’s De.spatch. 
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consiiicnouR coolness and intelligence whilst supei'intcnding llio 
construction of breastworks under a heavy lire.’ 


('ASlJAi;rJRS IN (iOkONEL NOEL MONEY’S FORCE 
Killed. 

Three men, 3rd 8ikhs, 

One man. 5tti Gurkhas. 

Wimnded. 

Major .1. Gook, V.G., .'5(h Gurldm.') (mortally). - 

Lieatennnt G. H. I'Vrgu.sson, 72nd Highlander, s, 

LieuU'iiant E. J". N. Easkon, 3rd 8ikh,s. 

One Native Offieer, 3rd Sikhs. 

One man, (iVth Fool. 

One man, 72nd Highlaudora. 

Mix 7nen, hlh Gnrkliaa. 

I'otal 4 moil killed, and 4 oiriccis and 8 men wounded. 

It had been rumoured in iShorimr that, during the coming night, 
the enemy tvould attack the nortlicrn .side of the cantonment, and 
the Bclimaru Mcights, ivhioh formed its sole defence, were occupied 
as a precaution. The rumour proved false, but though the troops 
within the walls were undi.stuibod, great anxiety was felt for Money, 
bivouacking on the hills above the Bala Kissar, and for Maepherson, 
who had been ordered “ to hold the Beh-i-Ma.Sang Gorge at all 
hazards.” ’ Those hazards wore groat, for after posting a picket in 
a building above Baber’s tomb, he, had only two hundred and seven- 
teen rifles of the 67th, and one hundred and six of the 72nd, left where- 
with to repel an attack on the gorge, and was unable to take up the 
best position for its defence, because he dared not lose sight of Wall 
Mahomed’s camp, having been warned by the Sirdar that Ms escort 


1 Ibid. 

2 “ By Major John Cook’s doath Her Majesty ha.s lost the services of a moat 
dialinguishofl and gallant olficor, and the Kabul. Field Eoreo a comrade whom 
one and all lioiiourod and admired.” (Ibid,) 

^ Maoplierson’s Despatoli, 
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wore, not to bo trusted. ‘ Luckily, either the Afghans did not know 
his u'oakneBB oi' lacked the generalbhip which vvoidd have taken 
advantage of it ; and, for him too, the night ])roved a ([uiet one. 

At 9 a.m. on the 13th oE Tloceinber the following Iroop.s ))aradod 
near the King’s tlarden, ])i'eparatory to entering on the o])eration 
whicli was to rcti'icve Money’s check of the ]n'ovious day : — 

0 guns C-3 Royal Aitillciy . . Majoi W. R. Crastor. 

4 guns No. 2 Mountain Battery . Ca])taiii 0. Swhiloy. 

1 Squadron 9lh Lancers . . . Captain B. Congli. 

Squadrons 5tli Punjab Cavalry . Major B. Wilharas. 

92nd flighlandora .... Lientenuni-iloloncl 0. II. Parker. 

Wing 3rd Sikhs .... Major C. 3. (InllUlis. 

Guido Corps Colonel R. 11. Jenkins. 

This column, the command of which was entrusted to Baker, even 
when reinforced by one hundred and fifty men of tlio f)th Punjab 
Infantry under Major Pratt, cannot have exceeded 160 sabres and 
1,500 rifles, whereas the ton tliou.sand Afglians whom Massy had had 
to face on the 11th, had had their numbers more titan doubl(3d by the 
arrival of the Kohistanis, and the Logar and Wardak contingents, 
which had harassed Baker’s march on the J 2th. Tlieso reinforcements 
had established themselves in Bcn-i-His.sar and olJier villages lying 
between Kabul and the yang-i-Nawi.shta Defile, wliilst the tnaiu body 
of Mahomed Jan’s army lield in great strength a sjtttr, which juts out 
in an easterly direction from the ridge that separates the Ghardeh 
from the Kabul Valley. The enemy’s right rested on the eastern 
extremity of this spur, overlooking Ben-i-Hissar, and their left extended 
up to the level and strongly fortified summit of tlio Talclit-i-Bhah. 

Soon after Baker’s column had pas.sod the Bala Hiaaar, the tribes- 
men began streaming out of the villages and swainiing up the stoop 
slopes of the spur to join their comrades on its oresfc, but a bold and 
rapid movement frustrated their purpose. 

I “ Sirdar Wali Mahomed had assured mo that his men wore not to bo fruatod, 
so J did not deem it expedient to move from his camp to the gorge,” (Ibid,) 
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Tliero Ib noUiing in war more striking, more picturesque, than a 
fight on a hillside : tlio assailing infantry gradually ojrcning out to 
riglit and left, lil:e a huge fan, and slowly climbing iqjwards as they 
open ; the sharp I'ing of the rides, echoed and rc-eohoed froTU crag to 
crag ; the dull boom of tlie guns, searching every nook and cranny 
with their fire ; the shells I'ising high in air above the advancing 
troops and biu’sting as tiiey fall amidst the groups of mountaineers, 
born soldiers, who know wcl! how to cling to every available coign of 
vantage, and yet are SAVept bade, step by step, by the irresistible 
advance of their disciplined foes, yiich was the sight witnessed from 
the walls of yhei'pur, as covered by a well-directed fire of the guns, 
tlio !)2nd Highlanders, led by Major White and supported by the 
Guides, scaled tlie s])ur and seized the very centi'e of tiie enemy’s 
position. Tlie advance was led at first by Lieutenant bt. John Forbes 
and his Colon I'-Sergeant 11. Di'iinimond, hut, in an ugly rush of the 
Afghans, hoth were Idlled, fighting bravely side by side. Their fall, 
and “ the nnmhers and fury of their antagonists,” for a moment 
“staggered even Ihc bravo KighLanders ; ” ' but Lieutenant Lick 
Gunyngham springing forward, oarolcss of tl\e heavy fire to which ho 
exposed himself, by his example, and encouraging words quickly rallied 
his men — a timely and gallant action, duly rewarded by the Victoria 
Gross. Again tlie Highlanders pressed upwards, and in a voiy short 
time both they and tlie Guidos, no less eager and forward, had gained 
the summit of the I'idge and cut the Afghans in two, many of them 
retreating into the Kalnil Valley and occupying Ben-i-Hissar. 

Whilst tlie Mountain Battery was being brought up to cover a 
further advance, the men had time to regain their breath before starting 
to scale the precipitous, rocky side of Talcht-i-Shah. Fighting every 
foot of the way — for the Afghans grow more and more dogged at 
every stop — they reached its summit about midday to find that it 
was already in the hands of a mixed body of Highlanders, Sikhs, and 

( Forty-One Years in India, Vol, 11. jj. 28A 
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Gurklias who, under Major Sim, had worked their way np from tlic 
position gained by Money tJic picvioiis afternoon; Coloui’-Sergeant 
J. Yule, wlio ca])turexl two standards with las own iiauths, beiirg the 
first man to set foot within the enemy’s last sangar. 

Tlic taslv sot to Baker had been aecomplished ; but the gain to 
result from it seemed, from the first, uneertain. Tlardly had his 
troops established themselves on the top of a high moimtain than 
large, bodies of the (memy were seen to issue from the eity and to 
occiijiy tnm fortified villages on eitlicr side i,he road leading to Klu'i'pnr, 
evidently with the intention of severing Balvej'’s line of communica- 
tion with cantonmeirts. Onc' of those, villages was (|ui('kly eaptui’od 
by the Reserve of Highlanders and Siklis, eommandial by Colonel 
Parker ; hut it jnaived no easy matter to gain possc's.don of the other, 
for the field guns made no impression either on its ramparts or its 
solidly built gntmvay. In (he end, the walls were sealed with ladders 
by a detachment of the 6th Punjab Infantry, undi'r Licmlenant 
Jameson, who, together with iSubadar Bndh Sing, was bronglit to 
notice In Baker’s despatch “ for the forward way in which they led 
their men.” ‘ Both villages wcj'c de.stroyed, and all the defenders of 
the one bust oajitnred perislicd.- 

Notwithstianding tliese local .sncce.s.scs the general situation was 
vStill very unsatisfactory, owing to the enormous number of tribesmen 
who were now in the field, and the many directions fj’C)ni which they 
v^’ere making their prc'sence felt ; so Baker, well aware of the weakness 

1 “ The artillery Arc having faileri to elfocl a breach in Ihe gateway, I ordered 
that the gates should be set on firo ; an opening, however, was only partially 
efl'eoted by the.se moans, and the fort had eventually to be captured by means 
of scaling ladders, wliich were con.structcd of poles and the men’s puggrees.” 
(Baker’s Despatch.) 

2 “ On retiring my force for furllicr ncljon, if required, in the vieinity of 
Slab Song, I deputed the destruction of Ihe.so two villages to the 5th Punjab 
Infantry, who carried out the work in a mo,st satisfactory manner. . . . ’flio 
enemy in this village (t.ho one last capturodj fought to the, lash and wej's 
necessarily all killed.” (Ihid.) 
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of iho Shorpiir gan’isoii, and w.iruocl by Iicliogi’a])h that the enemy 
were advancing towards Bdunai'u, made haste to draw in his tcattcrod 
troo}is and to place the majority of them in a less isolated position. 
Tho Gni'klras, under Major Sim, he left to guard the d\xkht-i-Shah, 
whilst the t)2nd, tho Guides, and the Mountain Battery returned to 
the valley, to be at hand either to opci’atc against the enemy on the 
Siah Sang Heights, or to re-enter Sherjnir, as circumstance.s might 
determine. 

Whilst the Infantry was engaged in storming the Afghan strong- 
hold on tire Takht-i-Shali, tho Cavalry was kept busy breaking rrp 
large bodies of tribe.smon pressing terwarda tho oantonment from north 
and oast. One of these wa.s routed by a squadron of tiro 5tli Punjab 
Cavalry under Major J. C. iStewart ; ‘ another’, by a squadron of the 
Guides commanded by Major G. Storvart, and a .squadron of the !)th 
Lancers undoi' Captain H. G. Butson ; and, later, tire whole Cavalry 
Brigade, commanded by Massy in person, went out to disperse a still 
more formidable gathering, wliicli from the Siah Sang Heights was 
threatening both Shcrjjur and Baker’s flank. While Massy turned 
southward to dislodge the inaiir body of the enemy. Major G. Stewart 
of tho Guides was ordered to attack a number of Kohistanis who had 
beerr observed rnoviirg northward. With Iri.s subaltern, Lieutenant 
H. W. Hughes, Stewart galloped straight down upon the enemy, 
who steadily awaited his a])proach ; then, whilst still on the move, 
ho suddenly changed the direction of his attack, and falling upon 
their flank, first r’olled them completely up, and then drove them, 
panic-strickon, before him, riding down and killing many. Massy, 
meanwhile, finding tliat the enemy, though much sliaken by the severe 
shelling to which their position had been subjected, wore still holding 

1 “ I avail mysolf of this opportunity of atating that the 3th Punjab Cavahy 
is ono of tho most efficient corps I have over had tho honour of servhig wiih in 
the hold, and 1 attribute it mainly to their officers being One and all good sokllors.'' 
(Baker’s Despatch,) 
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on to tlve southern aide of the Siah Sang I’lateau, dismounted sonio 
of hia moil, and wlien their lieavy fire coinpolied the Afghans to fall 
hack, ho launched against them Captain Bnt.son’s ,sc|uadrc)n of the 
!lth Lancers, the fdh Jhinjab Cavalry acting in support, and the rest 
of tho Cavalry following in I'cserve. Th<> charge was s|_)lf'ndidly iiuido 
and brilliantly successful ; but it cost tho life of its brave leader, shot 
through tlie heart, in the act of shoLiting to liia men to follow liim 
“for tho honour of the. old i)th.” * Captain ,J. J. H. Ciiisholme, the 
next senior, though severely wounded, refused to leave the field and 
brought tho Lancers out of action, and Lieiitcmant C. J. W. d'l'oiver, 
the only other officer left in the .S(piadron, who twice had hi.s horse 
shot under him, was also wounded.® In this cmcounter tlie tribustuen 
showed remarkable courage and determination, and tliough they 
suffered severely by the charge, numbor.s of thorn still clung to every 
nullah and ravine, whoi'o, safe from further pursuit, tliey kept up a 
galling fire on tho (.emporary victors. 

Satisfied that tho day’s operations had “ broken u]) the coinbina- 
tion of the tribe.s, and that the various sections liad scattered and 
returned to their homes,” Robert.s recalled tin- 72nd Higlilandors to 
cantonments and ordered Macjihcrson to abandon tho Deh-i-Masang 
Defile, and in its stead to occupy tho Bhor Darwaza Heights with tho 
67th, as a supjrort to tho Gurkhas ontrenciicd on the Takht-i-Whali." 
The 67th wnre left undisturbed during the night, but tho Gurkhas 
were so hard pre.s.sed that they signalled by lamp for artillery and 
ammunition. No artillery could j)os.sibly scale in darknes.s a stoop 
and rugged mountain, but Macplierson sent oif at midnight a supply 

1 Sir Charles Wolsoloy’s Diary. 

2 Massy’s Despatch. 

n Roberts’s De.spuloh. This sanguine view, though not endensed by offirors 
b£ largo frontier experience, svaa shared by many of the garrison. “ Wo wore 
in high foather,” writes Eobertson, “and the final defeat and dispersion of tlio 
enemy on the morrow was looked forward to with eortainty.” {Kuraw, Kabul, 
and Kandahar, ir. ISO.) 

Maepheraon’s Despatch. 
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of aiununiitiou iii charge of a Imndred men of fhe G7tlr, and two guns 
followed at dawn.^ 


The Casualties on the- IStli December were as follows : — 


BiirdADnsit-UnNEiiin Dunham Massy’s Buiciaiie. 
Killed. 

Caplaiii H. G. Biitson 9th Lancers. 

I’our men ,, 

Three men . Guides tJavalry. 


Oftiitain J. S. Gliishohue 
fdouteriaiit. 0. J. VV. 'rrnwer 
Eight men . 

J'light men . 

One man 


Wounded,. 


9th Lancers. 


Guidoa Cavalry. 

Btth Bengal Lancers. 


Brioadter-Geneiiai. B.vker’s BRia.rDE. 
Kitted. 


Jjii'utenant St. .1, W. Eorbes . 

. 

92nd Highlanders. 

T\vi) men 

. 

. 

>> 

TIu'C'o men , 

. 


5th Punjab Cavalry. 


Wounded. 



Ninotoeu men 



92nd Highlanders. 

One man 



No. 2 Mountain Battery 

One man 



Gnidoa Infantry. 

Four inon 



6lh Punjab Infantry. 

One man . 



3rd Sikhs. 

One follower 

. 


7 7 


Totao CA.snAr.TiBa. 



Offioera. Men. 

Followers. Horses, 

Killed . 

2 

12 

20 

Wounded 

2 

43 

1 32 



55 

I 52 


1 Maepherson’s Despatch. 



CHAPTER XX 


The Disaster of the 14th of December, 1879 

''1''he sanguine- cxpuctations of the evening of tins 13tlt of Deoomber 
were falsified by the asyicct of affairs on the morning of the 14tli. 
Instead of a broak-up of the tribal combination and the disj)crKa] of 
its different sections to their homes, tlio nnmbcr of tribcHnu-n under 
aruiH had greatly increased during the night, and, what was more 
serious, Mahomed Jan liad taken advantage of tin- witlidrawal of the 
Highlanders from the l)eh-i-Masang Defile to occupy tlie, city and the 
Asinai Heights — the south-western half of the ridge wiiicli stretches 
from the Deh-i-Masang Gorge to the Nanaehi Pass — b}!- wliich hold 
step he severed Maepherson’s line of retreat, and secured for himself 
a position c-qually valuable for offensive and defensive jnirposes. 'L'hc 
low hills lying between the ridge and cantonments formed his first 
line of defence ; the Asmai Heights, the second ; and the key to the 
entire position, whicli was held by some nine oi- ten thousand men, 
was a conical hill overlooking the Aliabad Pass, and connected with 
the main range by a narrow^ neck of land. At the north-western end 
of the ridge, a largo contingent of Hohistanis had established itself 
independently of the main Afghan force. Bherpur and tlie Asmai 
Heights were within cannon shot of eacli other, ycit, though canton- 
ments would have been untenable had Mahomed dan possessed artillery, 
great rocks and boulders afforded the tribesmen excellent shelter 
against the British guns. 

The difficult task of dislodging the enemy from this strong position 
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a 

was assignod to BakoL', who, aljou6 0 ii.in., niai'clwd out of tlic' Hcad- 


Quai’tcrs gate; with — 

t ftuii'i t!-;3 JRdyal Artillc-ry . 
t guns No. 2 MDunlain Balteiy . 
.‘j M<(u.k1i'oj]h I Ith Ilcng.d L;tnc-pi’,S’ 
101 Rillos 72nd Iliglilandcfs . 

100 Rifli's 92iul HighLindors . 

422 IWk's Guidc.s Infantry 
470 Rifle, s 5tli Pnnialj Tnfanliy 
Dotaclunont Sappers and Miiiois 


Majoi' W. H. Cr.ihter. 

(laptiiiii 0. iS win ley. 
laeiitenarit-Colunei It G. Pu->9‘,. 
Ideiitenant-dolonfl F. Biuwnlow. 
(laplain D. F. Gordon. 

Colonel F. H. Jenkins. 

Major It. M. Pratt. 

Lieutenant C. Nugent. 


With a view to asoertaining the enemy ’.s sti'ongth and dispositions 
Bakc'i' throw forward liis cavalry, but it.s advance was soon .stopped 
by the broken nature of the country, and it had to take up a post 
of observation on his right llanlc. Covered by the fire of the guns, 
posted on rising ground near tire village of Killa Boland, the High- 
landers and (Fades soon carried the enemy’s first line of defence, 
including the conical hill. Leaving Licutcuant-Colonol Clarke hero 
with sixty-four men of the 73nd and .sixty of the Guides, afterwards 
strengthened by four guns No. 2 Mountain Battery and a hundred 
rifles of the 5th Punjab fnfantry, Jenkins now srvung forward his 
right, and, under a brisk cannonaclo from the guns below and from 
Morgan’s Mountain Battery on the kSher Darwassa Heights, pressed 
forward to the capture of the Afghans’ second line. The Highlander,?, 
led hy Brownlow, climbed the .steepe.st part of the ridge with great 
dash and re.solution, the Guidos, on their right, facilitating their 
advance by perpetuaJiy outflanking the enemy. Every point of 
iuiportaiice along the ridge was stubbornly defended, hut one after 
the other was taken at the point of the bayonet. In a la,st severe 
struggle for the po.sse.ssion of the ridge’s lughost peak, ivhere a nuinher 
of Ghazis had entronohod themselves, the gallantry of Lance-Corporal 
George Seller of the 72nd Highlanders “ excited the admiration of 
all who saw it.” ^ Notlnng could have been finer than the whole 

r Eohorta’s Fospatch of the 23rd of January, 1880. Seller, badly wounded 
in the attack, was reoominandod for the Victoria Cross. 
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operation ; l)ut it owed not a little ot its rucccmr to a pi('ee of 
“ sj)lendid audacity.” To create a diversion, Mao])lieT‘.son had sent 
the 67th Foofcacro.ss the river, one of vrdiose oHieeis, Major 0. Hak(‘r, 
sc'cing that the enemy’s attention was ahsorbi'd hyihe frontal .ittaek, 
crept up ill their mar with two couijianio.s, and i cached the .summit 
of the ridge at the .same moment as the lligldandeivs and txuides.' 

Whilst General Baker '.s Infantry had been fighting tiieir way 
along the Asmai Height.s, the Clavalry had bc-en busy clearing off the 
enemy from tlie nortlu'inand easti-rn face of the canlonnumts. Boon 
after midday, Hugh Gough went out ivith two guns Jloyal 1 loose 
Artillery, a sfpradron of the !)th Lancers and one of the Gnido.s, joined 
en route by a detachment of the 5th Ebinjab Gavalry, to di'iv(‘ back 
and, if po.ssiblo, dispense a large body that ivas moving southward, 
evidently with the intention of re-occupying the Siali Hang Height, s. 
At .sight of the eavaliy the tribe.smen fell back ; bid,, cheeked and 
hindered by iiumerou.s waterooiuvse.s, Gough never canui witliin 
.striking distance of thcni, and when they reached Lire foot of the Kotal 
leading into Kohi.stan, he saw that it \va.s vain to follow them up any 
longer and abandoned the cha.se. In hi.s ah.sencc a hi’iHiant little 
cavalry action had been fought. Gaptain W. -J. Vou.scleii, who, from 
the walls of the King’s Garden, had been watching Lire movements of 
the enemy to the .south of the cantonment, suddenly .saw a favourable 
opportunity for a cliargc, and at tin; head of only two Native oflicors 
and eight men of his regiment, the 5th Punjab Gavalry, without 
waiting for a troop that was a hundred yards in his rear, ho dashed 
into the middle of throe or four hundred men. “ 1 never in my life 
saw anything more gallant than the behaviour of this little band,” 
wrote Colonel Money, who from the Hher Darwaza Heights had 
witnessed the affair, to Vousden’s commanding officer, Major Williams. 
“ The loader, whose conduct was imitated by the othor.s, never looked 


I Eoherts’s Despatch ; see also Maophersoa’s of the 27th December, 1879. 
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bduncl to st'o if Liii'y \rcr(j supj)oi'tecl, but just went in for the enemy, 
cutting down man after man. 'J’hero were at least two liundj'od 
firing at tliem, but tlu'y seemed to hear cbaimed lives, f fancy they 
owed their sal'ety to their activity, for they wlieelod and dashed about 
in such a way it would have been diHioult to hit them,” Despite 
their activity, four of tlu' gallant band were bit, of whom one was 
killed outright and two died of their -wounds.^ All the surviving 
officer.s and men received the Order of Merit for Bravery, and Vousden 
wa.s rewarded w'ith the Victoria Cros.s. 

iSo far, everything had gone "well with the British troojis, aird 
Roberts, wdto, from the flat roof of the Hcacl-Quiuicfft Gate, had 
been watching through a telescope Bakorts dispositions and the 
movements of the Afghans, w’as feeling (piite satisfied with the success 
of his olfonsivo tactics, , wlion, aliout one o'clock, Maepherson helio- 
grajhied that very lai’ge bodies of tiio enemy w'cre moving nortliwards 
from Indaki, whtli tlic apparemt intention of olfociing a junction w'itli 
the hostile force tliat still hold the hills towards Kohi.stan, and of 
cndouvoui’ing to retake the original position.^ 

Tills serious nows was very quickly confirmed liy a repoi’t from 
Ross, commanding Baker’s Cavalry, who, as soon as tlio Heights 
were in Jenlvins’s hands, had crossed the Aliabad Pass to find the 
C’iuirdeJi Valley full of tribesmen moving northwards, who.se firo 
quickly oompcllod him to retreat.’ Baker, meanwhile, had directed 
Jenkins to witlidraw hi.s troops from the Asniai Heights Lo tho enemy’s 

1 “ Roasaldar Amir Ali blinh ivounded, Jemaflar Thunda Sing (died of his 
womid), Kote Dulladar .lowaut Sing (mortally wounded), one Sow'ar and three 
horses killed.” (Eogimentnl Rerord.s 6th Punjab Cavalry.) 

2 Roberts’s Desxritch. 

" “ In the meantimo the enemy from Indikeo— to the number of fully 15,000 
or 20,000 ; they covered tho plain for milea — had marched out as if going to 
Killa ICazi, or Argandeh. '.I’lieir array w’as orderly enough ; and when they had 
all reached tho plain, they suddenly faced about and came dowm in the shape 
of a orescont upon the heights wo were holding,” (H'ensman, p. 211.1 
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first line of defence, with the exception of tw'o hundred men of tlio 
G7th, ^vho were to be left to Irohl the higlio&t peak of tiio range. Un- 
fortunately this mes,sag(' liad l)ec‘n delayed in transit,' and ))eforo 
Baker’s orders (xnild he olx-yed, the Ivohistanis, wlio had hitluu'to 
taken no part in the action, swept down upon tiu; Conical Hill. Ilaker 
hurried olf Jiis cavalry to tJlarke’s a.ssistauoe and lieliographed lo 
Head-Quarters for three hundred infantry. Holrert.s sent two hundred 
men of the lird iSikli.y, and Baker liiin.si-Jf pu.slied forward a Jiundred 
of the 6th Punjab Infantry ; but botJi detacluncnts iirrived too late 
to save the position. All that inen could do was done hy the little 
force by -N^'hich it was jield. fc!j)eus, of the 72nd lliglilanders, flung 
himself upon the leading Kohistarris and contiunod to fight “ in the 
moat gallant and dcterminol manner ” till he, was cut down.'- The 
officers of the Mountain Battery, Ca])tain i-iwinley, Lieutenant J. 
Montanaro, Lioutonarit A. h\ Liddell, stood to then' guns till they 
wore literally swept off the hill hy the overwhelming niiml)er.s and 
irresistible oni'ush of the foe, two of the guns being lost in the retreat.’ 
Surgeon J. Drdce, under very heavy fire, wars unremiltiiig in hi.s 
attention to the rvounded, rvhikt a JSTativo Ollior.r, Jemadar Abdul 
Rahman of the ,6Lh Punjab Infantry, was the last man to abandon 


1 “ Tills order was a ooii.siderablc time iii transit as the adviiueo lieliograpluo 
■station was on the eouical lull, and the mi'ssngo had to he {orwai'derl from tliw'o 
hy foot messenger.'’ (Baker’s Beapateh of 2Uth December, 187'.).) 

2 " I would ask that this might be con.sidered as a speciid oaso, as 1 well 
know that the hearty wish of every offioor and man in Iho regiment is, that llio 
Victoria Cross niiglrt bo awarded for tliis most gallant act in whicli the olllcor 
sacrificed his life, in the hope that his men might r.ally round him and regain a 
position occupied hy tire enemy some eiglity yards in front of the (Joiiical Hill.” 
(Baker’s Despatch.) 

2 “ The guns oould only be partially mounted on the raidos before the pres.surfi 
of tho enemy’s masses and the difficult nature of the ground, converted the 
retirement from an untenable position into a eoufused retreat, which all tho 
efforts of the offioora failed to aiTu.st.” (Letter of tiio Times' Own Oorrc.spondoiil, 
dated Kabul, December 14th, 187!).) 
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the Conical FI ill. ‘ Witnessing for the tliii'd iime in four days tlio 
dt'fcal/ of Ills iroi^p.s and the )>ringing to nougld of liis plans, Sir ¥. 
llobints r('aliz('d at last that courage and doterniinration are rpialitio.s 
not eonlined to Europeans, and that a large irregular force must, in 
th(' end, prevail over a small di.seijdincd army, if the disproportion 
betvecn tluou ])assc,s a certain point.- A iues.sagc from the Slier 
Daru'aza l-[('ighl.s, received whilst he was anxiously following the 
fortunes of the ri'trc'aling detachment, quickened his sen.so of what 
that dis]n'oportion had como to be. I’Ik' Afghan.?, so Macplicrson 
heliographed, advancing from north, south, and v'csl-, were increasing 
raoiiK'ntarily ; to which intelligence the young signalling oflicor, 
Itoliertson, added the graphic touch that the crowds in the Chardch 
Valley reminded him of Ejiaoni on the Derby Day.’ 

With the testimony of his own oye.s tliirs confirmed by the message 
from his ex'jierienccal lieutenant, there was no further room for 
hesitation ; hoAVCver bitter the word “ relirement ” might be to a 
British commander,’ the moment had arrived when it must be spoken ; 
so, closing his tolescoiio with a snap,' Roberts turned for a moment 
from watching the slii'Ugglc on the Conical Hill to issue orders for the 
withdrawal of his scattered troops from their ‘'isolated loositions,' ’ 

< BakBr's Dcspati’li. 

2 “ ITj) till noon on the 14th I had no idea of tlio cxlraordiiiary mini,bor.s 
Ihoy WGi'o jihlo to In'ing togoLher, and 1 had no reason to holiove that it would bo 
poHsible for thorn to copo with disciplined troops ; but the niaimor in which llic 
conical hill had boon rotakon gave nio a more correct idea of their strongth and 
dotormination, mid shook my confidence in the ability of my eomparativcly 
small force to iwhirIi the ovor-inerciising lioi-des, on ground ivliieli gave every 
advantage to numerical Buporiority.'’ {l''ortji~One Years in India, Vol. 11. p. 091.) 

2 Ibid. p. 092. Lieutciisiit E. E. Roliortson was not tivonty-onc veal's 
old.~-ir. B. II. 

1 “ It was n. bitter thought Hint it might be my duty to retire for a time 
witliin the defcnocB of Sherpiu', a measure which would involve the abandonment 
of tiio City and Iho Bala lii.ssar, and which I know, moreover, would give hesrt 
to the tribe.smon.” (Ibid. p. 091.) 

“ Sir Wiahael Koimedy. 
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with a view to “bocuiiiig the .safety of our large cantonment, and 
avoiding wliat Irad now become a u.sole.ss sacrifice of hie.” ' 

To withdraw from a .single i.solated |)ositi{in, in luesenei' of a foe, 
flushed vith vietoiy find outnnndiei ing llie reliiing fovci' by ten to 
one, is no c:i.sy matter ; - hut the dilhculties are fai greater u hen that 
force is hioken up into half a dozen widely .sejiaiated detaelnnent.s, 
none of which can look for help to any of tlio otliei’.s ; and never 
were troop.s more ,s]jlit np and scatteK'd 1han tho.se w]io had now 
to act on Eoberts’.s order.s to concentrate at yhorjnir. 

At Lattaliand, tv’enty-rivc rndi'.s from tho eantonrneiit, -werf' two 
mountain guns, part of the 28th Ihmjah Infantry, and a wing of the 
23id Pioneers, commanded liy Colonel Hudson ; Untlch.alc, ten milo.s 
to the south-east of Shorpui-, was liekl by tlie 12tli Hengfd Cavalry 
and fifty hayonots ; Maephevson’s and Baker’s Brigades w'ere engaged 
with the enemy on the iShei' Dai'waza and A.sinai Hidghts; Cough’, s 
detachment of Artillery and Cavalry wa.s four or live niikss olf, on tho 
confine.s of Kolu.slan ; anti tlie hig, badly protected eantoument of 
Slierpuir w'as held by only a few hundred men.'’ 

The order for the recall of the troops given, Bobcils returned lo 
hi.s po,st of observation to watch with “ intense nn.\iety ” (he retirement 
of Baker’s and Macphci'son’.s Brigade.s. Under Colonel Jenkirns’s able 
direction, the Highlanders and Cluides withdrmv from Lite A.srnai 


1 Bobeiia’s Deapatoh, 

a “ it is comparatively eil.sy for a amall body of WBll-tnuncd aoldior.s, such 
as tliQ.so of w’Mfh the army in India is compo.sod, to art on tho offensive against 
Asiatics, however powerful tliey may bo in point of mimbois. . , , but .a retire- 
ment is a different matter. They become full ol ronikkinee and \ralour the 
moment they aeo any .signs of their opponents being unable to resist tliem, and 
if there is the smallest symptom of unsteadiness, wavering, nr confu.siou, a 
disaster is certain to ooenr.” {Forty-fhir Years in India, Vol. Tf. p. 293.) 

s “ Thors is no denying that the night of Sunday, tho Hlh, was one of very 
oonsidorahle anxiety to all who knew the imperfection of the existing defences 
and the many points vulnerable to attack.” (Lotter of the Times’ Own Cone; 
spondent of^December 26tb,4879, published Pehriiary ISIh, 1880.) 
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Heights. Tlie gi'oiiTul fiivoured tlio Afgluins, who, shouting and 
brancliKhing their knives, swaruiod down upon the, handful of fh'itish 
troo]).s retiring before theui ; Imt tlic skill of tlieir commandeivs, Colonel 
Bi'ownlow and Major H. 11. i*. P. C'ajini])ell, and the dauntless bearing 
of every ollieer kept the men so a1)sulutelv steady that, aided by the 
skilful inaiueuvring of the 14t)i Bengal Lancers in tlic ])]ain below, 
and l)y the, efficient support rendered by the r)th Punjab Infantry, 
und(.'r Major Pratt, and of two hundred Sikhs, under Lieutenant W. B. 
Aislabio, held in reserve near the guns, the difficult movement was 
successfully aecoinjjlished, and at 4.45, just as evening was closing 
in, Baker’s force got sat('ly i)ack to Hhorpnr. 

Wherci all had done 'veil, throe olKeers had specially distinguished 
themselves — Ca])tain A. 0. Hammond of the. Cliiides ; Captain Duncan 
Gordon, commanding the detachment of the 92nd Highlanders; and 
iSiU'geon J. Lewtas, 'I'he first, who laid been very forward in the 
storming (.)f the Meiglits, lu'ld on to them, with only a few men, after 
the capture of the Conical Hill, until the enemy wnro wdtliin tlurty yards 
of him ; and, later, during the retreat, stayed to a.ssist in carrying 
away one of bis ^vouuded jnen, wdtlj the Afghans close at hand ; ‘ 
the, second, though t'vicc wounded, continued to lead hia men till 
compelled to leave the field ; the third wa.s conspicuous for his devotion 
to the wounded under the most trying circumstancos.- 

If the withdra'val from the Asmai Hidgo was attended with great 
difficulties, the retirement from the Takht-i-Shah and the Slier Dar- 
waza Ht'ights taxed to the uttormo.st the skill of the commander 
and the courage and coolne.s.s of his officers and men. Fortunately 
for all concerned, Maepherson was a man of great courage, excellent 
Judgment, and calm temper, just the qualities needed to keep troops 
steafly and eonfidont in the midst of danger. During the morning, 

1 Bohei'fs’s liespatoh. IJamuiond received the Vietoria Urnsa. — If. B. H. 

? Roborte’s Despatch. 



21 6 THE SECOND AFGHAN WAR 

lie l\ad given all tko ashiKtance in hi.s power lo Baker’s Korce, wending 
Ijienimant-Goloiiel (J. B. ivnowles, witili the G7ili Bool, across the 
Deh-i-Masang Gorge, to op('ratc on tlic enemy’s rear, and enfilading, 
as lias already Been nnmtioned, the Afghans’ position with his 
marksmen and gnn.s, posted on the Bher l^arwaza hi eights. At one 
o’clock, in obedience' to an ouler from llobctks, he recalled the G7th 
from the Gorge, and, an hour later, lie received the mo.ssago rvliicli 
hade him bring back the whole of hi.s Brigade to Slierpur.' 

The evacuation of the Takhtd-,Shah was dolihoratoly and snecoss- 
fully carried through by Major .1. M. iSim, in the lace of a vigilant 
enemy, prepared to t.ake advantage of any opening ho might give 
them, and the troojrs onee eoncc'nti'uled, the mareli hack to canton- 
iiumts began. The 3rd iSikh.s, under tlieir able eommander, (\ilonel 
Rod Monc'y, led the way, closely followed by Morgan’s Mountain 
Battery, the .5lb (lurkhas, and the iSignailing jinrty of tlie 72nd Higb- 
lander.s, the GTtli Foot bringing u)) the rear. ll’Iie liead of the ooliimii, 
after crossing the riviT and jnarebing tbrougli tlie Gorge, traversed 
the city, and had just I'eached the snbuj'b of Deh-i-Afghan when 
Macphersoii wa.s obliged to recall tlie yikh.s and Gurldia.s to tlic liclp 
of the tl7th, uliidi was being hotly attaciced in rear by one liody of 
tribe.smon, following it up through the Gorge, and on the h'ft Hank 
by another, descending fj'oin the Asmai Heiglits. Leaving a party 
of the 3rd Rikhs to hold the .suburb and protect tlic baggage, Money 
instantly responded to tho summons, and the manner in Avhioh the 
Gurkhas — -now' the loading rc'gimcnt — ^fought, their vvay hack through 
tho tortuous laiios wdiicli in Kabul are dignified with tho name, of 
streets, won high commendation from Macpher.son, who in his Despatch 
made .special luontioii of tlirec olHccr.s, Major Him, Lieutenant A. H. 
Martin, and Lieutenant G. 0. Chovenix-Trench. Maepherson also 
brought to notice the courage aiwl coolness of Lieutenant R. B. W. 


1 Macplierson’.s Deaxwtcli. 
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Fialior of the lOtli rEissarR, who was in charge of the transport animals, 
and also tlio gallant conduct of Hospital Assistant Filial Chand in 
going under iirc to the assivstance of the wounded. 

Once more the Brigade moved on, exposed to the enemy's fire 
from hoth llanics ; the rear-guard perpetually pressed upon and 
harassed as it ii’ound its way, first, through the narrow streets and, 
then, through the numerous gardens and orchards lying between 
Kabul and yiierpur. Again and again, it looked as if a further advance 
wore impossible ; but the wcll-considercd dispositions of Colonel 
Knowles, the good judgment shown by Money in seizing a rvalled 
garden from u'hich lie Icept down the onemyts fire, and, above all, the 
perfect steadiness of every ofriccr and man, saved the Brigade from 
destruction, and Macphei'son’s troop.s marched into Shorpur at 
nightfall,' each regiment and detachment, as it filed through the 
Head-Quarters Gate, receiving Roberts’s “ warm congratulation.s 
and heartfelt thanks,” ' ’ as their corai’ados of Baker’s Brigade had 
received them a little while before. 

As Maepherson's men marched through the Head-Quarters Gate, 
on the we.stern side of the cantonment, Gough’s Cavaliy re-entered 
through the gap in its eastern wall. On approaching Shorpur it had 
been challenged by a fatigue party of the 2!frd Pioneers, who were 
hard at work cutting down trees, constructing abattis, and laying 

1 “ By dusk pvoiyoiio was in oantonments and we could count our oasualHos. 
They were unusually hea\y fw Afghan fighting, luit have given na valuable 
experience, as wo no longer despise our onciiiy, . . . and wo shall no longer .send 
flying columns over the Inlla and break up our army into three weak parts.” 
(Honsmnn, p. 2lt.) 

2 Vorty-Ona Years in India, Vol. IT. p. 293. 

3 The author saw Colonel Lockhart, Maepherson’s principal Staff Officer, 
soon after he got hack into Shorpur, who exclaimed : — “ Thanlc Ood ! we have 
.scraped through lhat buHinesS 1 At one time I expected w'o should have been 
overwhelmed.” Lockhart attributed tho safety of the Brigade to the courage 
and sldli of Maophorsou, Money, and Knowles (ho might have added his o\m 
name to the lisl), ond to the high discipline of the men and to the absolute 
confidonco which they reposed in their officers, — fi. £. H. 
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down wire' cntaiiglciucnta. Subadar NttLla Sing, the Rative ol’ficer 
in command o[ tlie part 3 ', took the a.stoni.shod (teiieral asid(' and in 
graphic words told iiow Baker’s small force, overwhelmt'd Ijy a wave 
of thirty to fojG' thousand Afghans, had lost the position it had 
won ; ho\^' all the troops liad been I'oealled ; and the whole Force 
was now fort-bound — killnhavd} Dismissing his men to their 
quarters, (tough hastened to t.be (teneral, to lind “ not a shadow of 
disappointment or despondency in Roberts’s countenairco ” tliougli 
the talc told by Nutta Sing was “ all too true.” ’ Such equanimity 
was of inca'oulablc value at fcliis critical time ; but the iinshakeahlo 
GQiifldence in the superiority of the Furopoan over the Asiatic, of the 
disciplined over the undisciplined man, which gave it. birth, had its 
evil side. Even after the reverse of tire 11th of T)eoemb(5r, so eon- 
lident was the British G'onei'al in his alrdity to di,sj)e]'se the hugo 
gathering that liemmed him in, that he took only very i)(‘rfunciory 
steps torvards imjrrf)ving the defences of the cantonment ; and liad 
Mahomed Jan been aware of thoir (h'iectivo conclitir)n anrl known 
the wealcnesis of the garrison, be could have captured Sheipur almost 
at any hour between the lltli and the I4th of Deeember, numerous 
villages and enclosures, reaching right up to tire walls, allording 
ample shelter in which to make the neerdful preparation.s for the 
attacks 

1 “ Long as I had known the old man, I had novel' aeon him give way to 
deapondency boforo ; hut for tho timo he was very low ! liowLwer ho soon 
ohccrod tq), for ho was a raro, pluoky old follow,” (“ Old Memoi'ios,” hy >Sir 
Hugh Gough. I’all Mull Magazine, March, 1899, ir. 399.) 

a Ibid. pp. 399, 400. 

= A .senior officor wrote from Shorpur after tho rolioC “ Roberts has lots 
of pluok and determination, and never gives way to any sort of despair, and if 
he only liad sound judgment, ho would be lii-st-rato ; but 1 don’t think he has 
ever shoum IrinMolf a sldlful or safe general, and it is umversaliy admitted that 
tho Afghans might have captured Sherpur with all his Bup])lies, stores, guns 
and all, had they attempted it on the 1 lih, 12lh, or 13tU, during which days 
he had his troops scattered over the oounti'y and oply a very small force in 
iShoipur.” 
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It sccjmccl MO pioljiilik' on the evening of the 14 th, that the Afghans 
would follow up the sneecsa of the day hy a night attack that every 
precaution puatiiblc was taken to rejiel oned d’he walls were manned, 
the ilehmaru Heights strongly guarded, guns Ireing placed on their 
eastenr and wester'n slojres and at, the gorge in llieir centre, and all 
night long tn'O squadrons of cavalry patrolled the ground in the 
vicinity of the cantonment. I'Vntunah'ly, the follorrcrs of the Mullah 
^vere as v'orn (uit with ineea.sant marching and fighting as the soldiers 
of Baker and Maepherson, and the only incident of the night was a 
happy one, namely, the arrival of tlie Butkhak ganhson after an 
adventurous march through country entirely in the enemy's possession. 

For the moment, the Lattaband detachment had Jiot been recalled. 
Believing that it was supplied with provisions and ammunition to 
last it till the 23rd, llohcrts felt eonlident that the little force could 
temporarily bold its own ; ^ hut tlu' following telegram, which carried 
to Lord Tjyt,t(jn some intimation of the precarious position in which 
he found himself, .shows what Mte]),s he was taking to provide for their 
ultimate withdrawed : — “ We have been lighting all the morning and 
gained great .success at first, but the enemy are coming on in .such 
numbers that T have decided to collect my force within ^S‘he^plU’ 
eirtrcnehments, giving up heights above city and Bala Hissar, as it 
is not ])o,s.sible to hold such an extended position while the enemy 
are so numerous. Keeping up communication v'ith the outposts 
would be very difficult. 1 have ordered Gough to push on from 
Oandamak as fast as ho can, withdrawing Lattaband detachments 
as he passes by. As this excitement and combination are now sure 

1 “ The situafion, lujWevor, was boldly faced, 'Omt very night aomoUiing 
was done to give the troops shelter at the more exposed poinis in ease of 
attack, and to dispoae them where they could moat readily form and rally if 
tho enemy had the courage to oomo on.” (Letter of llitj Tmes’ Corrpspondoiit, 
dated I)coomber2(ith, 1879, published February 13th, 1880.) 

a The information was incorrect. Tho detachment was short of provisions, 
so short indeed thn.t IIudRon had to tiiyn awajr his Hassara labourers.— H, B. li. 
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to spread along line of communication, [ strongly rocomnumd more 
troops being puslicd up, so as to admit of (J-cniu'al Briglit benng able 
to keep open oommiinication and to enable me to clear tlui countiy, 
should 1 find it impossible to do so with my present force, which 
seems likely, looking to the overwhelming nurnbers and the great 
dotonnination the enemy exhibit. Your Kxcellency may depend on 
my doing all tlrat is possible, but I foresee that I shall not be able 
to do all 1 ought unless strongly n-inforced, which should be done 
without delay. I have ordered Arbuthnot’.s Brigade Cr()m Jellalabad 
to Kabul immediately.” '■ 

(Jasualties on the 14th December were as follows : — 
]3iiai.i.DiEE-0ENEa;vu UuNitAir Massv’s BnutAun. 

‘ Wounded. 

Two Native Officers (ono mortally) . . .fib t’unjab tiaviilry. 

One Non-Commi.saionecl Ofliccr (mo)'lally) . ,, ,, 

Idve men (mortally) ,, ,, 


BRCOAMER-dESERVI. B.UCER’s BltlliADE. 


Killed. 

Captain N. J. Spens .... 
Lieutenant C. H. Claisford . 

One Native Officer .... 

One man 

One man ...... 

Nino, men 

Two men ...... 

Twelve men ..... 

Ono man 


72nfl Higblamlerw. 

Guides fufantry. 

No. 2 Mountain Battery. 
14Hi Bengal i.ancers. 
72nd f ! ighlandors. 

.'ircl Rikhs. 

Guido.s Tnfiintry. 

.fill Bunjab Inl'anti'y, 


WoundeM. 

Captain B. B. Batiyo Adjut.ant Guido Corps,, 

Captain D. F. Gordon . . , , . E)2nd Highlanders., 


t Telegrani driapalohod on the oyening of the disaster 
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Lii'uU:niin(. («. (!. A. Egeiion 
One Niitivo Ofiicfi- 
Olio Native Offioc'i' 

One Native Ofliei'i' 

iSix men .... 

Four men .... 

Twenty-live men 

'I’liree men .... 

Twonty-nix iiieii . 

Fimr men .... 

'^riiii'toen men 

'.rwo fi)llmvern (Jjliee.-itie.s). 


7'2nd Higlilandei’s. 

14lli Bengal LanecrK. 
Gnido.s Infantry. 

.‘ii'd Siklia. 

No. 2 Mmintain Battery. 
]4tli Bengal Jjiineot'K. 
72rnl Higlilancloi’H, 

!)2iid llighlandoi's. 

Guido."! Infantry. 

3rd Siklw. 

. .'itli Punjab Infantry, 


Bmo A niBie-GKNfiuAL MACTirKtt.soN’.s BjirnATJK. 
Killed. 


f ‘olour-iSorgeant .1. Yule 

, 

. 72nd Ilighlander.s, 

One Native Oflieer 

. . . 

. rilli Ourkha.s. 

One man 

. 

. 72nd Ilighlandpr.s. 

'I'wo mt'u . 

]Vouwh^(L 

. r>th Gurkhas. 

Five men . 

• . • 

. 07111 Foot. 

Three men . 

. 

. 72nd Highlander, s. 

Two men 

One folknver (BluMnLici), 

. . . . .7lti GurkhiiB. 

I’OTAr. (.'ASUAnT'E.S. 

Officers. Men. Kdlhivers. 

Killed .... 

4 

30 

Wounded , 

8 » 

93 9 

'lotal 

12 

123 9 3 


1 Tiieltides tlio Native Officer morlalljr wounded. 

2 Includes O.tOieolie-bonrers wounded. 
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OllSURVATlONR 

Observation I. From tlif' night, n£ ttic, llth of Divt'iuIjoj' fill the 
evoning of tho 12th it «fis nocc'ssiiry foi' fcho safety of Faker's lirigadc 
that Maciihei'son shoukL hold hotli the 'Deh-i-Masang (iorge and tlio 
Slier Danvaza Heights, hut, nnoo the Cornier's baggage and roar-guard 
had got hack to Sherpur, the latter’s troops sliould have lieen drawn 
into tho cantonment. Nothing was gained by keeping them longer 
in a very perilous position, and as it vas quite dark tlic withdrawal 
Avoukl have been imo|)posed by, jicrhaps nnicnoivn to, tho Afghans, 
who, witli the c.vception of those holding tiie 'I'akht-i-iShah, had 
sought shelter for tho night in the city and its adjacent villages. 

Ob.? ERVAT ioN II. The events of the I2th, Hill, and 14th of 
December demonstrate the truth of Roberts '.s romai'k tliat “ while 
tho enemy were in .such numhers, nothing wa.s gained by capturing 
difficult hills which wore far from yherpur.” ^ The aliortivo attack 
on the Takht-i-Shah of the 12th and tho &ucc6'.ssful assault of the 
13th on the same mountain, wore eipially unju.stifiable. For the sake 
of a barren success, the cantonments were denuded of troops, and two 
mountain guns and some hundreds of men i.solated on tho top of a 
high hill, whore they could contributo nothing to tho improvement 
of the general military situation, and M'cro themselves a .source of 
anxiety and woaknc.ss. Nor was tho fighting on the 14th of Dooember 
more necessary, for, a,s the enemy had no artillej'y, to di.slodge them 
from the Asmai Heights was not a matter of life or death ; but, if 
the attempt wa.s to be made, Maepherson’s troops .should have been 
added to Baker’s to lesson the chances of failure. 

OB.SEEVATroN HI. “It is not by iilacing troops everywhere, but 
by making them move about, Ibat yon will guard every point." 


‘ Afyhanislan (1880), No. 1, j). ]83. 
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(Napoleon.) TIioho words of tlio great Master of ilio Art of War teach 
tlie tactics \vliidi slrould have heeai pursued at Kabul aftoi’ tlio disaster 
of the 11th of Deconiber. Assuming all the troops to have been 
conc('nti-atod in Mhurpnr 011 the night of tlve 12th, the cavalry and 
horse artillery, supj)ortcd by a couple of infantry regiments and the 
field guns, should have moved out at dawn next day and taken up a 
good position in the Kabul Valley, at no great distance from the 
cantonment— the Hiah fciang Heights were well adat^ted for the purpo.se 
— to watch the Afghans and jn'cvent their breaking out of tlic city, 
or descciuling from the hills into the 2>lain. When so established, 
the, cavalry, unencunihercd by followers and baggage, should have 
“ moved about,” and penetrating into every part of the valley, have 
rendered any formidable gathering of the tribesmen almost impossible, 
thus securing to the Lrooxis within the walls the time and freedom 
necessary f(n' the sti'engthcning of the fortifications and the levelling 
of all buildings within mmskotiy range of the ramparts. 

In the, telegram in which Roberts admitted the inutility of wasting 
lives on capturing distant hills, he also amiounced the intention of 
adopting the “ move about ” tactics recommended by Napoleon ; ’ 
but the intention, lilro the admission, came too late. Many lives had 
already been lo.st to no }mrpo,se on the Takht-i-Shah and the A.sma\ 
Heights, and their loss and the reverses attendant on it, liad greatly 
reduced his ability to move about with success. 

J “ To-morrow the Xi'oreo, if not attacked, will be employed in completing 
our dofenooH ; afterwards, Bhall move out daily and jjrovcut enemy from sur- 
rounding our position.” (T'elegram of the 14 lli Deoombor, wrongly dated 16th 
in .Blue Boolcs.) 



CBAPa’ER XXT 

Preparations for the Defence of Sherpur and for 
the Advance of Gough 

No sooner had Baker and Macpherson re-entered Slierpur than their 
troops, with the exception oE those needed to man the walls, were 
divided into working parties and told off to oompleto the defences 
of the cantonment, a task at which they laboured without intermission 
for foi'ty-eight hours. 

The shallow ditches connecting the six towers on the JJchmarn 
Heights, were deepened, prolonged, and protected hy abattis ; the 
gorge which cut the ridge into two, was provided with Hanking defences, 
so arranged as to bring a galling tiro to bear on an enemy advancing 
from the north ; and a two-gun battery was established on the 
eastern slope of the Heights and connected with the village of Behmaru, 
the walls of which, as well as sonic detached buildings in its vicinity, 
were loopholod. The big gap near that village, now deserted by its 
inhabitants, was fortified by ditch, earth-works, and abattis, con- 
structed of fruit trees felled in the surrounding orchards, and the 
whole strengthened with wire entanglement. On the roof of the 
exposed Native Pick! Hospital, a iiarapet of sand bags was built up, 
the unfinished rampart on its flank raised by logs laid horizontally 
one upon another, and beyond this, again, abattis were eonstruotod 
and everywhere wire entanglement was laid down. Lastly, the open 
space between the western end of the Behmaru Heights and the Head- 
Quarters Gate was strengthened by entrenchments, and the small 
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fort of Mu.stofi, tho lire from whicli flaiikod the northern and western 
faces of cantr)nmontH, was liold as an independ('nt postd 

All that sldll and knowledge could do to improTC a defect! v^c 
position was done by Colonel /B. Peu-kins and his able staff of engineers, 
to which, at their o\\’n request, tho officers of tho tSurvey Dopartinont 
had been attached ; - and, in addition, iSir F. Roberts had the great 
advantage of Wir Michael Kcnnr'fly’s wide experience ; but, with all 
hands busy iniproviug tho dcfoncos of tho cantonment, there u'erc, 
at first, none to spare for the almost equally inijmrtant business o£ 
razing tho nunrorous forts and levelling tho walls of tho enclosures 
in dangerous proximity to tho ramparts ; and, after the 16th of 
Docombor, forts and enclosui'es were in tho occupation of tho enemy. 
Neither was there any possibility of reducing tho area to be dofondod, 
great as was tho diapro])ortion bt'tween tho cantonment and its 
garrisoir, for tho Bohnmru Heights covei'cd its ontire northern side 
and “ to have given up airy portion of them would,” in Bobc'i’ts’s 
words, “ have placed in tho liands of the enemy a vantage-ground 
whence no part of our camp would have been secure.” The problem 
to bo solved, thoroforo, ivas how to enable a .small force to do the 
work of a largo onc', and Roberts did all that commander could do 
to solve it satisfactorily. 

The defences were tliviiled into five .sections : — 

Hcctiou 1. — From tiio 2nd Brigade date, on the cautonmonPs 
southern face, to the Village of Bchmarii— Brigadier-General Mac- 
])her.son comraauding ; ytalT-ofliccr, Captain 0. VV. N. Guinness. 

Kcotion if.— Tho Bolnnaru Village— ('‘olonel .Tonkins commanding. 

1 'Roboi'ls’a llcHpaieh. 

a “ Captain T. Ileldkli, 11.15,, Major R. G. Woodthorpo, B.E., and Captain F, 
Martin, all of the Survey Department, having osprea.sed a wish that their services 
might ho utilized, I placed them at the disposal of Golnnol Perkins, C.B„ oom." 
numcling Royal RnginoBrs. who lestiSea to tho great assistance lliejf afforded 
him, and also to tho good services done by hioutonant Sootfc-MoncrieiT, R.E.” 
(Ibid.) 
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iScclioti ril, — Prom iJio Bchninru Village V) the (lorgo in the 
Behmani lleiglita — Biigadior-Ucuoral Hugh Gough commanding; 
StafT-olIica'r, Majoi' H. B. lianna. 

iSuclioii 1\’. — Biom tlie Bohmaru Goige to Hcad-Quai'tcr.s (Jato — 
Major-Cicncxal J. IlillH commanding; 8talI-olticoi', Captain T. Doano. 

flection V.--From Hcad-Quaiteis Gate to the 2nd Brigade Gate — 
Lioutonant-Coloncl F. Brownlow commanding. 

A Ro.^oi'vc, formed at the foot of tlie Bohmaru Heights, was placed 
under Brigadier-General Baker’s command, with CaptaiTi W. C. 
itarncll as his .stali-offieer. Brigadier-Gcncial Massy ^rith the whole 
of the cavalry was posted in the centre' of cantonments to protect the 
cominissariat sloi'os — .staff-officer, Lieutenant J. B. Brahazon ; and 
to Lieutenant- Golonel W. fl. A. Lockhart wa.s assigned the duty of 
keeping Baker informed as to the stat(' of afl’aii'.s in each HC'etion. To 
leave the Hoi.se Artillery and Field (Fm.s free to move, from point 
to point, .several of the camion captured fro)ii tho Afghan.s were 
mounted on the rampart.s under tlie super interideneu of Major G. A. 
Gorham, 11. A., whose technical knowledge proved of groat value.' 
The whole garrison bivouacked at the po.sts allotted to them, and, 
for tho greater part of the lime, the troops were all under arms, as, 
by day, the Afghans took up positions in the adjacent forts and gardens, 
and, though tliey ivithdrew at du,sk, there were constant rumours of 
projected night attacks. With a view to .such a contingency and to 
guard against tho danger of tlio troops firing into oacii other in tho 
dark, the following Divisional Order wa.s issued on the Iffth of 
Decomher ; — “ General Roberts has far too much confidence in liis 
troops to believe that the enemy could force an entrance ; hut, if 
such a thing did happen, on no account ai’o rifles to bo Uised, but 
wo mu.st trust entirely to the bayonet.” 

As regards supplies, there ivas no fear of j'unning short of food 
for man or hea.st, and there was ample firewood in stock, and medicines 

1 RriburUfs BMpatch, 
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and hospital oomrorts to meet all poMsihlo rcquii’cmonts ; but in tlio 
use of ainmmiiiion hiriot pcononiy had to bo exorcised, for though, 
later, Hoherta htaieil tliat thei'o was sufficient for guns and rifles to 
liave oarried on “ an ohstinaie clcfeno(‘ for three, or even four, inontlis,” 
his Assistant iUljutant-fIcneral, at tlio time, sent round a Memorandum 
to all commanding officers wariring thorn that “ two or three heavy 
actions would most serioiLsly reduce the number of rounds available,” ’• 
a warning tliat tallied with Roberts’s telegram of the IGtli of December, 
in whicli the supjily was given as “ on an average about three hundred 
and fifty rounds per rifle,” and the Government was rof|uostod to 
send up more ammunition both for guns and rifles Huthout dolayd 

In addition to tlic question of ammunition there wore three 
matters connected with the internal oondiiion of the cantonments 
and the consLitution of the garrison, which weighed heavily on the 
General and his ytaif : the enormous amount of inflammable material 
within the walls ; the fact that tlie two regiment, s which counted the 
largf'st number of Pathana in tlieir ranles, were posted, the one at the 
wcaLorn, the other at the eastern extremity of the Behmaru Heights, 

I E'drael, Jhino. Kalml, IStli Deoemhi'r, IS79; — 

“ Tlie Lieuteiiant-Cienoral wishes to imiiress on all the vory vital neceaHity 
which exists for the most careful oheck being plaecd over the oxjiendituro of 
aniHUinition, and in ordi’r lo bring tho importaneo of this homo to all he cannot 
do better than infonn them that the total amount of ammunition available is 
320 rounds jier rillc, while iindor the most favouiahlo eircumstnncea more could 
not reach this from I’cstiawar under weeks, ffnless the very gre.atBst care is 
taken to sec that no shot is fired uselessly, it is evident that two or threo heavy 
actions would iiiCst seilously rodnoo tho number of rounds available, while it is 
equally evident that our running sliort of ammunition would he simply disastrous, 

“ 15y order, 

“ (Sd.) G. n® C. Mortox, (Japtaiii, 

“ Assistant Adjutant-General” 

= 'J’elogram, Kabul, Kith Beoember. Prom General Roberts to Viooroy : — 

“ Wo aro fairly off for ammunition, on an average about 350 rounds per rifle, 
and sti'iel orders have been issued to oeoiiamise expenditure, hut it is desirable 
that more ammunition, both for rifles and gimp, should bo sent up ivithont 
dela,y.” Ajcjlmniahm (1880), No. p, 184. 
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tlie points most exposed to attack ; and the prosonco in camp o£ a 
niimher of Afghan Sirdars. Every })ossiblc precaution was taken 
against an outbreak of fire, and by the expulsion of all the city 
people, labourers, masons, carpenters, ('tc., tlie chances (jf intentional 
incendiarisjn v'ero greatly diminished ; yet no one could guarantee 
that some accident might not at any moiru'irt set the ctunmissariat 
stores in a blaze. All that could bo done to lessen tlio clanger involved 
in the position held by the Native regiments most strongly leavened 
with the bathan element, was to strengthen that position in each 
case by the addition of two coinpanie.s of Nighlancicra ; ' for the 
distrnat that the removal of those regiments would reveal, might 
suggest to them the very conduct, to guard against which the oluingo 
had been made. 

The risks arising out of the presence in cam]) of Afghans wlrom 
it was impossible to expel, could only be met by cutting them oil 
from communication rvith their countrymen outside, so the Mustaufl 
wa.s re-arrcstod, and other Sirdars, who had hithei-to been treated 
as guests, were placed in confinement, chief amongst them .Daud 
Shah, who had retained his liberty when Yakub Khan’s other Ministers 
Avere thrown into pnison, because Roberta had hoard nothing of ini' 
portaiice against him, and anticipated nothing hut advantage from 
his remaining at large,’ The grounds, on Avhich these anticipations 
had given j)lacc to suspicion; were weak ; but, weak or strong, the 
exigencies of the situation in Avhich tho British J^’orco now found 
itself, justified its General in depriviirg the late Afghan Cominandor' 
in-Chief of the oirjjortunity of using to its disarlvautiigc his exceptional 
poAver of noticing its Avenkness, and the many defects in its defences. 

Forty-One Years in India, Vo\. IT. p. 300. 

2 Afghanistan (1880), No. 1, p. 185. 

“ Baud Shall has hoen put under arrest ' as a maito' o£ lacoaiUinn,’ and tho- 
Mustaufl is also again in confinement, as atoII as other Afghan fiiidars, AvhoBO.' 
honesty is a doubtful quantity.” (Iloasinan, p. 228,) 

3 Maogregor, Vol. II. pp. 170, 171. 
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Pining the wliok) o£ the 15th and IGth of Pcceiuher, the busiuosD 
ol I'omodying theae defects absorbed the time and strength of the 
entire Poroe, but on the 17th the Cavalry moved out eaily to patrol 
around the walls. No enemy was discovered, but soon after their 
return to cantoninent.s, large numbers of Afghans were seen collecting 
on the Asmai and Siah Sang Heights, and by noon at least twenty 
thousand tribesmen had assembled on the latter hills. Two Horse 
Artillery and si.v Field guns opened fire from the ba.stion at the angle 
of the eastern and southern walls with so accurate an aim that, not- 
withstanding the ciTorts of their mounted officers, the Afghans could 
not long be kojit together, d'hc great majority retired into the city, 
but a considerable number came down towards cantonments. The 
occasion was a good one for a sortie in force ; but Roberts, unwilling 
to run risks, abstained from availing himself of it. 

The no.Kt day tlio Cavalry reconnoitred, and a detachment of the 
5th Punjab .Infantry was sent out to e.vaminc the Kuig’s Garden, 
while the G7th Ji’oot, supjiortcd by the 72nd Higlilandors, swept 
round tire .southei'n face of cantonments to dislodge any of the enemy 
who might have obtained a lodgment imder its ramparts. At 4 
o’clock all the troops wore recalled ; but, after dark, the Sappers 
went out to level walls in the vicinity of Slierpur, which had been 
aft'ording shelter to the enemy Is sharpshooters.' That evening snow 
began to fall and continuod falling all through the night. Welcome 
to the General as tlic best of safeguards against fire, it added greatly 
to the hardships of the troops ; ’ and though everything was done 
to mitigate those hardshixis by employing fewer men on the walls 

1 “ Then Perkins came over to get aw order for sapper's to go out and knocJt 
down walla all round ; a thing 1 had suggested should ba done at the very first,” 
(Maegregor’s Diary, ISth Doceraher, Vol. If. p. lOf.) 

a “ At ton o’clock I visited the bastions held by the 72nd Sighlandera, and 
gained some idea of the w'ork our men are called upon to do, The sentries in 
their greatcoats were simply white figures standing rigidly up like ghosts, tire 
snowflakoB softly covoring them from head to foot and freezing os they fell ... 
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and in Llie bastions, and causing hot souji and cocoa to bo served out 
when those on night duty wore relieved in the morning, it was plain 
that the troops could not indclinitidy hear the incessant dinnands 
on their strength and vigilance imposed uj)on theju hy the inadequacy 
of their numbers to the work to he x)erforjued ; ' and Roberts’s desire 
for the arrival of Charles Gough and his flrigado grew stronger day 
by day, and was shared by every man in cantonments. 

The order to that officer to advance, mentioned at the clo.se of 
the last chaxitcr, was de.sx)atched to him by telegrax)h on tho afternoon 
of the 14tli of December, and reached him at Jagdallak Fort about 
It) p)nn. It ran as follow.s ; — “March to Kabul as soon as you can, 
and bring the Lattaband detachment with you. Hold on to all 
poat.s that are strong enougli to resist attaclc ; others 1 should with- 
draw from. It is very probable tho Ghilzais will rise. We have 
had hard fighting and have witlubawn our x^osts from neighbouring 
lulls, and force is now collected at fclherpur, where wo shall be more 
than a match for tho enemy. They numhorod nearly 30,000 to-day. 
I will look out for you on road from Butkhak, or .Lattahand, if ]) 0 .ssible. 
Try and keep nic informed of your movemouts." 

Gough was already aware that things were going badly with 
Hoberts, for the telegraph clerk at Jagdallak had communicated to 
him a number of alarming telegrams from newspaper corrospondonts 
at iShcix^ur, which had passed through the office on their way to 
India ; but the order to march to Kabul came as a .surxn'ise to a 

Inside, ountemnouts was one wide sheet of snowy bri^ldness, die holmiani 
Heights rising up in the hackgronnd and looiuiug tlu'ougli tho snowflakes like 
a snowy barrier, blocking us from the outer world. It was bitterly cold on 
those Height, s, over which a cold wind nearly always blows, and we know that, 
hidden from our view, wore 2,000 or 3,000 men sleeping at their posts with snow 
about them, every mnn ready to an,SAver the first call of his officor, stalking about 
among the sentries.” (Honsmaii, p. 238.) 

1 “ This sort of thing cannot go on. . , . The troops would nut last long 
at this rate.” (Diary, 18th December, Maegregor, 'Vol. 11. p. 1(14.) 
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commander deeply conHCJoua of the rcsponsdjilitioy by which ho waa 
already l)urdeuf'd, and the lueagvcness of the military re, sources at 
his disposal. Never oircc shieo ho left Peshawar had his Brigade 
been brought up to its authorized strength, and recently it liad been 
weakened by calls U])on it from Front and Rear — Kobort.s having 
summoned the Guides to Kabul, and General Bright having recalled 
the larger part of tlie Gandamalc garrison to Jellalabad, whore he 
was organizing a punitive expedition into the Laghnian Valley. 
Tliese Avitlidrawals had left him witli only six Horse Artillery and six 
Mountain guns, two Imndred and thirty Cavalry, and fifteen hundred 
and forty-five Infantry, nearly half of which force wa.s absorbed by 
throe outposts, Pczw'an eleven miles, Jagdallak Kotal twenty-one 
miles, and Jagdallak Fort tw'cnty-threo miles from Gandamak. To 
make matters worse, his Brigade was miserably equipped with trans- 
port, and as there were no commissariat cattle available, the regimental 
carriage had to be employed in carrying up food and stores ; it was 
also badly off for ammunition, having only the cartridges in the 
men ’, 9 ponebes, and the finst ivsevve carried by the regimental mules. 

On the 13th of December, Gough had been directed by Bright to 
advance and reinforce the PezAvan and Jagdallak ])09t3 a,s .soon as 
tlireo companies of the 5bst Light infantry and the 24fch Punjab 
Infantry, both of wdiieh regiments belonged to the leading Brigade, 
sliould roach Gandamak. They came in the same evening, and the 
next morning, leaving behind him the Horse Artillery guns, Gough 
marched with the trooiAS set free by their arrival. At Pezwan he 
dropped a detachment of infantry, and oontinuing to advance slowly 
tlirough a very hilly country, reached Jagdallak Fort only a short 
time before Roberts’s telegram was received there. Gough telegraphed 
in reply that lie had just arrived at Jagdallak ; had only five hundred 
men with him ; would advance as soon as he possibly cotild ; and 
then turned to considering how and when that promise could be 
fulfilled. The more ho considered, Hm clearer it became to him that 
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i(j would 1)C iiu act of madness io attem])t to liglit his way wdh oidy 
SIX mnnnlaiii guns and 500 Infantry — his cavalry Iro liad di'cided to 
leave behind — tiu'ough the thirty thousand Afglvans who liad forced 
-Robexts and his six thousand to shut themselves up in Sherpur. Be 
was not the man to sliiuik from responsibility; but, as soon as the 
sim was up next day, he despatched a hchogram to Blight — the 
telegraph line on both sides of Jagdallak had been cut during the 
night — in which he frankly laid befoie him his own viiwvs with regard 
to Eoherts’s order and sought his advice. 

“ The more L think of this advance that J have liccn oj'dorcd to 
make,” so ran the message, “ the more risky and injudicious f think 
it. Even if 1 take all available force, my column u'ould bo a weak 
one to face the odds and diflicultics 1 .should have to encounter. 
Hobert.s with six thousand nicn is not able to keep t,hc held, and lia.s 
withdrawn into position at Sherpvir, and it seems a great risk to 
expect ino to force my w'ay in. If any disaster liapponcd, it would 
have a very serious etfect ; whilst even success would leave this lino 
so weak that communication would bo instantly cut, and there would 
be no nenvs from Kabul. L cannot help thinking it would be much 
wiser for me to wait till roinf 01 cements come up from the rear, and 
when you are able to hold these posts during an advance. Of course, 
I know how weak the lino is all the Avay downi ; but hjr pu, siring up 
regiments along the lino, troop.s may be accumulated at the front 
pretty quickly. I shall nut be able to advance for two or throe day.s 
yet ; and the responsibility thru.st upon me is so great that 1 should 
be much obliged by your opinion as to wrhat course [ ought to pursue. 
The wire is cut on both sLde.s of us, so that 1 caimot communicate 
either way.” 

Bright shared his suhordinate’s views and wrote to Uoherts to 
that effect, at the same time directing Gough not to move pending 
orders, wdiich he had requested might bo sent direct to Jagdallak 
from Sheiqjur. Meantime Gough’s fear that there might be no news 
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fi’diu Kabul in a fair vv'ay Lo be realized, for the ^veather, which 
m far had been clear and bright, changed suddenly ; thick clouds 
obscured the feun, the, heliograjih c(‘ascd to work, and, thenceforward, 
Roberts, Cough, and Bright had to depe,nd almost entirely, for news 
of each other, on disguised messengers. One .such, a non-commissioned 
officer of the 28th Punjab Infantry, carrying a letter from Colonel 
Hudson, got safely into Jagdallak Fort on the 15th of December, 
from whom Gongh learned that the detachment rvhich he was to pick 
up at Lattaband, consivSted of two guns and seven hundred Infantry. 
His own Infantry strength was brought nj) in tho eonrso of the day 
to a thousand and sixty-four by the arrival of Colonel W. Daunt, 
wrth a reinforeement. So far, however, from being in a better 
position to obey Roberts’s summons, Gongh saw himself more tied 
to his own immediate work than, when he had heliograjihed to Bright ; 
for, in tho meantime, the Ghilzais had risen, seized the hills in tho 
vioinity of tiro Fort, and cut off communication with Pezwan. To 
clear tho road and help in tho provision convoys which were coming 
up, Gough sent out Major W. H. Maonaughton with a small body 
of cavalry and infantry, with which Major F. T. Thackeray, command- 
ing at iTagdallak Kotal, was order-ed to co-operate. The tribesmen 
were dislodged from a jrosrtion south of the Kotal that they had 
taken up, but they qrrrckly reassembled, and to obtain trustworthy 
information and get in his supplies, Gough had to keep sendmg out 
small columns from Pezwan and Jagdallak to meet half-way, exchange 
laden for unladen transport animals, and return to their respective 
posts. This state of things continued till the 18th of December, 
when Bright, having succeeded in releasing some of the troops in 
the rear, was able to send forward Colonel F. B. Norman, with two 
Mountam guns, a detachment of the 24th Punjab Infantry, the 2nd 
Gurkhas, a detachment of fc!a]jpers, and forty men of the 72nd.^ The 

I Telegram of 18tli December from Bright to Viceroy. Afghanistan (1880)* 
No. 1, p. 103. 
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movement was opposed by the Oliilzais, but tlicir leader, Syud Klian, 
was wounded, and they thcnifeolves dispersed. After bivouacking 
one night at Pczv\'an, Norman marched on to Jagdallak Port, wliere 
bis ari'ival brought C4ougli’s infantry up to a strengtli of seventeen 
hundred and fifty-two men of all ranks.‘ 

At dawn on the 20th, the iion-eommissioned officer whom (lough 
had sent back to Lattaband again appeared in camp, conveying the 
following message, which Roberts had succeeded in hcliographing 
t<j Hudson the preceding day : — “ Order- Goiigli to advance without 
delay. This order la imperative and must ho obeyed. There i.s 
notlring to stop him.” This peremptory order-, and Hudson’s reporting 
that ln.s sux)]3lies, unlo.ss replenished from Slierjmr-, would only last 
till the 22nd, decided Gough to begin his mai-ch next day, thougli 
ho wa.s far from sharing Roberts’.s opinioir that tlierrr was notlring 
to stop hinr. Witlr all the tiihe.s on his line of operations in revolt 
and an enornrous gatliering of Afghans between liim arrd iShorpur, 
his troops worrld have treen few for the task inrpo.sed rrpon them, even 
had he abandoned all his posts and advanced witli. the whole of his 
Brigade, Bright had been in favour of tins course ; but Clough 
could not make up iris mind to cut Irirnsclf oil' from iris ba.so and to 
abandon some seventy miles of coiurtry to tiro Gliilzai.s, who, .set 
free to follow Iriru, would certainly harass both his rear and front. 
Gain in numbers, too, would have been balanced by loss in time, as 
he could not take his cavalry on with him, and would have had 
to wait for the return of the infantry which must escort them to 
Gandamak. Bright, recognizing that the man on the spot was the 
better judge, had yielded to his subordinate’s arguments, and when 
Roberts’s peremptory order arrived, all the posts in advance of 

1 Norman scorns to have made au exchange of troops on the way, for Gough 
in a telegram to the Private Secretary to the Viceroy only montiona having been 
reinforced on the 10th by the 24th Punjab Infantry. Ajglimiisian (188(1), No. 1, 
p. 19.T 
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Giindanuik had hmi akougly fortified, and (ioiigli Jiad only to soloct 

their garriMons as imdov ; — • 



J VODALIAK Fort. 



(Jolonc'l F. B, Normati (‘oiumiincling. 

Offifprs. 

Men. 

lOili Bong.il Ijfmrora 

4 

211) 

2411i Punjab Tnfantry 

(! 

4.‘11 

Total .... 

10 

041 

.lA(iD.\r,MK Kotat,. 


-■ 

Miijcir R. T. 'Thackeray Corniuiinitini', 



.TTazara Moimtaiii Battciy 

2 gims. 
Ofjlairn, 

Mm. 

10th Btaigal Liuicoi'b 

- 

12 

2‘lth I’uujab Infantry 

- 

.50 

iSaji[)cvH and MiucrH 

f) 

11)0 

Total, 2 guna .... 

6 

252 

Pbzw.an Kotal, 



Lioiitenaiil-tlolonel Ball-Actoii Coramanding. 


I-.4 Royal IIoiso Artillery ..... 

2 guns. 



Ojjkm. 

Ai[en. 

lOtli Bengal Lancers 

1 

no 

61st liight Iiil’antry 

(i 

150 

24th Punjab Infantry 

1 

50 

iSappers and Miners 

4 

80 

Total, 2 guns .... 

12 

3,10 

These dodiictions left Gough only 4 raotintain guns and 

fourteen 

hundred and thirty -five officers and men for the advance to Lattahand, 
where he was to take up Hudson’s detachment, and where he hoped 
to hear that Roberts was prepared to afford him the a.ssistance promised 
in hia original me.ssage. He had supplic,?— another convoy had just 
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come in — l)uii the li'aiiwpoTi was so bad — camels and the ponies 
with deiectivo paclc-saddles from Southern India — that in order to 
carry four days’ food for his own force and just what was absolutely 
needful for Hudson’s troops, ho had to cut do\rn camp cipiipage and 
kits to the lowest scale coni2)atib]e Avith the health of the men. 

The arrangements for the forward movement u ere being comxileted 
when Gough received the following message, ti'ansmitted by Colonel 
Acton commanding at Pt'zwan, to whom it liad been addressed by 
Colonel H. M. Womyss, Bright’s Chief of the ytaff : — ■ 

“ General Bright hears that largo minrbers of Ghilzai.s arc collected 
in Gough’s front ; tell him he is on no account to risk his communi- 
cation Avith Gandamak, or a repulse, which iniglit have tlio Arorst oiloct 
on the Avliolo line. He has been informed ho is not to rislc an advance 
on Kabul unless he receivc.s mo.st stringent orders from Roberts ; 
but, under the circumstances noAV conic to light, such (advance) is 
iinpobsible." 

A couple of liours later, Gough received a similar message, dii'ect 
from Womyss, and in the evening came another, couched in still 
more decided term.s ; — 

“You are not,” so it ran, “to advance beyond Jagdallak till 
you got reinforccment.s and orders from General Briglit ; ” whilst 
almost at the same moment a messenger arrived from Kabul bringing 
letters from Kioherts urging liim to advance at all hazards.” 

Between tlrese Iavo contradictory orders Gough’s choice Avas soon 
made. Ho had taken, as he hoped, .satisfactory precautions against 
an interruption of his communications, and ho decided to march, 
with a handful of ill-equipjicd men, for Lattaband, Avhere Roberts 
had promised to reinforce him, meanAvhile trusting to his own 
generalship and to the courage and tUsoipline of his troops to avert 
disaster. Probably no ofTiecr, aware of Hudson’s perilous position 
and believing that Roberts Avas in need of immediate as.sistance, 
Avould have come to a different decision ; nevertheless, Bright’s 
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lieliograms wore jnstified the cbcuiTisfcances in wliich he found 
hinifiolf placed. Rot Avithout reluctance had he obeyed Itobert.s’M 
order of the 7th of Deoomber to send up the Giiklc.s to Kabul — it 
was no eaKy matter to find ivoops to replace them in the advanced 
po.sts in the heart of the Ghilzai country — and Avhen, on the llth, 
he received clircction.s to reinforce the garrison of Gandamalc Avith a 
Anew to the possibility of Gough’s Brigade being needed at Sherpur, 
he applied f<jr help to Major-Genci’al J. B!.o.ss, Avho had succeeded to 
the command at PcshaAvai’, vice General C. 0. Ross invalided ; and, 
but for the cutting of his telegraph line, avouIcI have referred Roberts’s 
OJ'dcr to the Oomiiiatidor-in-Chief. Fortunately by the 14tli, when 
Roberts called upon him to despatch Gough’s and Arbuthnot’s 
Brigades, the telegraph had been restored, and he Avas able to lay 
before Sir Frederick Haine.s a statement of the condition to which 
ho Avould bo rednceci, if he rc,spondcd to the call, and to urge him 
to send up a strong Division of all arms before allowing Arbuthnot’s 
Brigade to leave Jellalabad. 

It Avas Aiot the Commander-in-Chief’a fault that Avhen reinforce- 
juonts were so Airgcirtly noAjded by the Goncj’al responsible for the 
line of eommunicationa, there were none to give liizn. As early as 
October, bo had j'opresented to Goveirnraent the desirability of forming 
reserves at Ravval Pindi and PoshaAvar to meet just such a contingency 
as had aaoav arisen ; but the Government, confident that the varioim 
cohunns operating beyond the frontier wore strong enough to crush 
any opposition they Avero likely to encounter, and a\A'are that the 
Supply and Trairsport Department had great difficulty in meeting 
the demands made upon it by the troops at the front, could not be 
persuaded to do more than agree to warning for .service the corps 
that might bo needed as a reserve, and maintaining at Jlielam — 
the railhead — sufficient transport for their needs. Sir F. Haines 
returned to the charge only to be told that, as the PeshaWar authorities 
were unable to furnish supplies, no troops could bo moAmd up beyond 
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-Ihelam; and so matters remained till the nows of tho groat unrest 
prevailing in the country around Kal)ul opened tlio Cfovernnient's 
eyes to tlio probability tliat Roberts’s column might not yjrovc strong 
enough to defeat tlie combination that was being formed against it. 
Then, at last, the C'ommander-in-tJhicf was allowed to oj'dcj' tho 
under-named troops to bo ready to move at a moment’s notice 


D-A Royal Horae Artillery . 
L-G Royal Horso Artillery . 
l)-4 Royal Artillery 
4th Rengal Cavalry 
11th Bengal Cavalry . 

301) Sahres 17th Bengal Cavalry 


Beshawiir. 
Riiwal Pindi. 
Rawal Pindi. 
Mian Mir. 
Nnwshera. 
I’c'.shawar. 


The notice itself tvas given on tho 14th, as soon as tho telegram 
announcing Baker’s defeat and the retiroinont of tho w'hole of Roherts’s 
force into Sherpur was received ; all the designated corps not already 
at Peshawar being directed to proceed thither without delay. The 
same evening, tlie 8th Hussars at Mattra were ordered to Hassan 
Abdal, and tho Ist Gurkhas at Dharmsala, and all the eH'cctivo men 
of the 2nd Gurkhas at Dehra, and those of the. 4th Gurkhas at Bukloh, 
to Peshawar. 

A step in the right direction had been taken, but Sir P. Haines, 
knowing the weakness of Bright’s Force — ^numbering only twelve 
thousand and sixtymine men at the beginning, it had now boon reduced 
to nine thousand four hundred and forty-two— was urgent with tho 
Government to go farther and permit him to assemble a Reserve 
Division at Peshawar to consist of the following troops • 


Cavajjiy Beioadb. 

B-A Royal Uorso Artilloiy . Major A. W. W. MTirdock. 

8th I-IuasMs .... Lioutenant-Colonol J. W. Chapin, V,G. 
6tli Bengal Cavalry . , . MajorlT. A. Shakespear. ’ ‘ 
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l-.TUi 'P'lisilierH . 
lai Gurklms 


iH’l' iNli’VNTOr linUlABE. 

. . Colonel 'r. Kolaiifl. 

. . Lieiitf'iifiiit-Colonfsl P. iStnry. 

. JVliijor *A. C. VV. ( li'oolishaiik. 


2nu BiirctADE. 

2-l4th Poot .... Lioutonanfc-Colonol D. S. Wari'cn. 

]-18Ui Pool .... Lioiitonant-Golunol M. J. R. Maogregor. 

l.'it, [iegiiiicnt Il 3 nlerabad Oonthigont. 


.jRD Bbioade. 

2 Regimenis of Madras Infantry. 

JIi\'j.sroN.u. Coups. 

The BeoU Kegimont. 


The proposal was .submitted to the Govornnumt on the 16th of 
Dccoiiibcr, and on tho 2lst the Viceroy sanctioned the formation 
of a Re.scrvo Division, and nominated Major-General J, Ross to its 
command. 



CIIAPTJ3R XXTI 

Raising of the Siege of Shctpur 

Up to the 21at of JDoccmher, the day wlicn Gcaigli began his march, 
the only variety in the hie of the heleagiiercd garrison was a successful 
sortie made by Baker Avith tAvo mountain guns and eight hundred 
infantry in AA'hich he captured and destroyed Killa Mir Aldior, a 
fortified village lying to the east of fSherpur. J<lvory morning the 
Afghans swarmed out of Kabul and the surrounding villages to take 
up positions in the numerous forts and enclosures witliin range of 
the Avails ; all through each day, their bullets fell thick and fast 
into the heart of tire, cantonment, compelling men and animals to 
keep AS ell under shelter of the ramparts; and every evening they 
withdroAV to their sleeping places, apparently content Avitli having 
indicted a few casualties and .a huge amount of worry upon the 
besieged, avIio, on their part, kei)t cpriet, never fij'ing a shot unless 
certain that it Avould reach its mark.‘ There Avorc constant rumours 
of projected night attacks, hut night after night AA^cnt by Avithout 
one, and, for a time, it seemed as if the holligorents Avere engaged in 
a Avaiting game, eaclr hoping to exhaust the resources and wear out 
the spirit of the other. News pointing to an eventual break-up of 
the combination Avhich had driven Boberts’s troops from lire field, 

4 “ Our men do not ansAver the fire, except AA'hen certain of their aim, as one 
rifle discharged from t)io walls is the signal for twenty answering .shots. The 
bullets go Avide of tlieir mark and drop into cantonments, doing some damage.” 
(Henaman, p. 241.) 
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was brought in by sjiies ; tlioro rvcro dissensions in the Afglian camp 
as to tho {uiaijMi nilcr of the country, the Ghilzai and Wardak tribes 
desiring tiic restoration of Yaknh Klian, vvlrilst tlic Kohistanis were 
in favour of jilacing Wali Malioraed on the throne of Kabul ; but 
the two factions wei'o united in their determination to rid themselves, 
once and for all, of their invaders, and so confident of their ability to 
do this that teuns of capitulation were drawn up by Mahomed Jan 
and sent to the British General. Roberts’s telegrams and dcsf)atohes 
are silent as to thi.s incident, but Honsrnan, who iras kept well informed 
aa to all that Avent on at Ilead-Quartex’s, is po.sitivo as to its having 
occurred, and mentions the AAdthdrarval of all British ti'oops from 
Afghanistan, tho I’ostnration of Yakuh Khan, and the surrender of 
tAVO , British officers of high rank as ho.stages for the due fulfilment 
of tho convention, as tho conditions on Avhich the force in Sliorpur 
Avas to ho allowed to return to India.' 

The most hojAcful feature of the outlook vicAved from the British 
standpoint, was tho certainty that the vast concourse of Afghans 
conccirtratod around Sherpnr must some day break up ; but no one 
could foretell tho exact length of time it Avould hold together, and, 
meanwhile, tho gai'rison’s oAvn fighting strength Avas so steadily 
declining that, unless tho exiiected reinforceraenls came in quickly, 
their arrival Avoiild do little to alter the original disproportion botAvecn 
besiegers and besieged. Tt Avas Avith this prospect staring him in the 
face that, on the 19t!i of IJecembor, Roberts took adAuantago of a 
passing gleam of sunshine to send Gough, through Hudson, the order 
to march at once to the relief of Sherpnr. Peremptory as Avas this 
order, tlwj General, kiroAving Avell that its execution must depend 
upon circumstairces over Avhich he could exercise no control, 
dared not trust to the chance of Gough’s icaoliing Latfcaband 
before Hudson’s supply of jirovisions Avas exhausted ; yet Iioav to 
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roplpiiisli it from his own stores was a matter of great perplexity to 
him, for a small army would have been needed to fight, a convoy 
through the swarming Afghan hordes, and he had not a man to spare 
from the defence of the eantonment. The difficulty was solved in 
an unoxpectc'd manner. Home. Hazaras, who had been employed in 
getting the ])lacc into a fit .state for rvintcr occupation, volunteered 
for the perilous undertaking ; ‘ though not Afghans, they were 
dwellers in Kabul, Icnew tlie surrounding country va-ll, and believed 
tliat, by starting at night and making a long detour, it would be 
possible to escape detection. The event only partially justified their 
confidence. To facilitate the movement, liie convoy rvas broken 
up into two bodies, one leaving Hherpur on tin' niglit of the 10th, 
the other oir the 20th.- The first got safely throngli to Lattaband ; 
the second, consisting of fiO pack animals, fell into tlie enemy's hands, 
and all the brave men in charge of it were hedieved to have been 
killed.’ 

On the 20fch of December, three IS-poundcr.s and an 8-incli Jioivitzor 
belonging to the siege train pre.sentcd to Hhcrc Ah by t.he Lndian 
Government, were mounted on the bastions east and wo.st of tlic 
72nd Highlanders' Gateway, and at 9 o’clock the next morning, 
they opened fire, vith very little result, on Killa Mahomed Hharif, 
a fort which had been a source of great annoyance to the garrison.’ 
Undeterred by the heavy cannonade, tlie- Afghans ansunicd so 
threatening an attitude tliat in the afternoon all the troops got under 

1 “ The Hazaras are very plucky. They go out wllingly for a Binall reward, 
and we are now using a few of them to carry lotlors and dospaUihes.” (J1 onsniiin, 
p. 243.) 

2 “ Another will ho sent out to-night ; but aa parties of the enemy have 
been seen Caking Che road to Butkhak, it ra not unlikely that it will bo 
intercepted.” (Ibid. p. 243.) 

2 Ibid. p. 249. A fate anticipated by Honaiuan ; aoo jircceding note. — 
H. B. H. 

* “ From this fort, which is only 700 yards from the 72nd Gateway, men 
fired at the aouthoi'n wall all day, -while othprs could be seen, with rifles hung 
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arms, but onco again their courage secTuocl to fail them, and at dusk 
they withdrew to tho city. 

Tho holiogram announcing Pharlcs Gough's dqiarturo from 
Jagdallak and his hope to bo at Sherpur on the 24th, arrived that 
day ; and, on recGi]it of it, Roborls ordered Hudson to move to 
Butkhak, and at o'clock on the morning of the 22nd, sent out 
two scpuidron.s of the 12th Bengal Cavalry, under Major J. H. Green, 
to try to join him there.' 

On tho 22nd, tho Afghans, moving out of Kabul in lai’ger bodies 
than had hitherto boon the ca.se, occuiiicd all the fort.s to the oe.st of 
Shei'pnr, and there were unmisl.akeablo .signs that the final struggle 
was close at liaiicl. Foi'tunately for the garrison, Roberts was soon 
in possession of Mahomed Jan’s plans. Spies brought in news that 
very early next morning, the last day of tho Maliarram, scaling 
parties, well sujjplied with ladders, were to make a cleinonsti'ation 
agaitwi the eantonraeirls’ southern and western faces from Mahomed 
Sharif’s fort and the King’s Garden ; hut tho real assault was to 
be directed against the village of Behmaru and tho gaj) in the eastern 
wall, and only when f/hat had proved successful was the fedgned 
attack to be convoi't(3d into a real attempt to scale the j'ampart near 
tho 72ud Highlanders’ Gate- Tho signal for the attack was to he 
a beacon fire on the Asmai Hills, lighted by Mu.shk-i-Alani’s own 
hands. 

Before, evening, commanding officor.s had been warned of what 
was likely to happen ; and next day, the 23rd of December, an 

across llicir backs auporint ending the carrying .way o£ tlio lihnsa stored by the 
Sth Punjab Cavalry, in a village near tor winter con.sumption.” (Heiisman, 
p. 243.) 

Mnhomod Sharif stood near tho site of the old Ctuilomacnt, and came pro- 
minently to notice in tho disastrous winter of 1841. (See, Kaye’s Firsl Afghan 
War, Vol. It. p. 260.)-H. B. H. 

1 Extract from Piai'y for December 21 st: — “ Telegraphed to Hrrdson to 
eome to Butkhak to-morrow, and arranged for Greon to go out during the night 
to try and join him.” (MtiiCgregor, Vol. If- p. 106.] 
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hour before dawn, tho troopn bilcnfcly fell in under ni'iriFi and took up 
the positions assigned to tlieni in tbeir various .sections. In strained 
expectation, confident of ultimate victory, yet conscious that a life- 
and-dcath struggle lay before him, every man’s eyes W('!'o turned 
toward, s the east, watching for the predicted .signal ; yet when it 
came, so brilliant, so dazzling was the light that burst forth from 
the Asmai Heights that, for an instant, men’s hearts stood still with 
astonishment and awe. All saw that light and some fragment of 
tho scene revealed hy it, but the watcli{M'.s on tho Behniaru ridge 
saw all that it di.sclo.scd, and never did .soldier,? gazo upon a more 
glorious, a more terrible apectaolo. At their fec't- -every nook and 
corner of the va.st enclosure, every dcfon.sivc work, every group of 
defenders, clearly visible — lay the cantonimmt.s, and beyond, across 
the snow-clad valley, dotted with village.? and forts, every seam 
and rock on the rugged, in’ocipitous Asiuai Heights shone out as 
if traced by a pencil of fii'e, arid on thn.s(' heights, their figures dark 
against the snow helow and tho light ahove, men — waiohevs and 
waiters like those who now beheld tiiem — were jirst stai'ting into fierce 
motion, ready to throw away their lives in tho endeavour to break 
through tho oh.stacles that lay heUveen t.heiu and their hated foe. 

Three ininute,s at most that light ]a.sted ; then it died down as 
suddenly as it had flashed upwards ; hut fho darkness that followed 
wa.s of short duration, for out of it, as tho .scaling part'es advanced 
to the feigned attack, a heavy musketry fire burst forth, and at the 
same time the Bi’itish guns on the Behinaru Heights began throwing 
star shells into tho dense mas.scs of the oneiny, who, led hy Ghazis, 
were now issuing from their places of concealment and pouring 
across the plain ; each shell, as it flew, lighting up hundreds of fierce, 
eager faces. Darkneiss faded into dawn and davm into sunlight, 
and the terrible beauty of a night a.ssault gave })laee to tho hideous 
horrors of a battle by day ; but still the vast nioh rushed on, wave 
after wave, filliug the air with deafening cries of Allah-il- Allah, M 
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they hurled themselves upon the defences. But the Engineers had 
done tlicir work too well. Up to the IStli of Ueooiubor, such courage 
as animated those ill-armed hordes would have carried them into 
the heart of Hherpur ; hut, now, with only tlieir naked hands to 
tear down the obstructions wliich barred their advance, though 
their officers rode constantly backward,s and forwards encouraging 
them to fresh ollorts, though numbers died to clear a way for those 
behind them, not one succeeded m getting within the walls, Again 
and again, tluiso who sought to carry the Bchmaj'u village recoiled 
before the withering fire, from the mountain guns, and the rifles 0! 
the Guides and b2nd Highlanders ; again and again, those who 
strove to escalade the eastern wall wore swept down by the steadily 
re, served fire of the (ITth Poot ; yet still their numhers seemed to grow 
and their courage gave no signs of waning. 

About 9 o’oloek, throe liours after the beginning of the struggle, 
the Afglians gained a firm lodgment in a small village lying dan- 
geroiLsly near the eastern end of the Heights, and Hugh Gough 
telegraidied to IIoad-(2uartors for reinforcements. Maegregor could 
only telegraph back the order “to hokl on”; for on all sides the 
garrison was now holly engaged, and though the captured Afghan 
cannon made huge ga23,s in tire yelling crowds pressing forward to 
the as.sault, the Afghans, abandoning all mere demonstrations, were 
making one attempt after another to escalade the southern walk 
A little later, however, Baker -was able to spare a few troops from 
the Reserve to the hard -pressed men on the Heights, and Hills, 
commanding Section IV., sent up a wing of the 3rd Sikhs. 

At 10 o’clock there was a slight lull in the hitherto almost con- 
tinuous fighting, and when at 11 o’clock, the Afghans returned to 
the charge their assaults were marked by less determination than 
before ; nevertheless, they kept a firm hold on the village they had 
•captured till Roberts, recognizing that lb was impossible to dislodge 
them from it by my firp that oouM be brought to bear upon thmo 
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from the defenccH, 10 , solved to try a flank attack, and ordered 4 guns 
G-3 ivoyal Artillory, commanded by Major W. R. Ci'iibtor, and the 
hth Punjab Ciuudiy, commanded by Major B. Williams, to move 
out through the Gorge into the j^)lain lying to the north of the 
Behmani Heights. The movement had hardly l)egun when the 
Gha^is were seen to be deserting the village, and it was di.scovcrod 
that the Kobistanis, who ought to have protected them against a 
flank attack, had abandoned their position near the ea.stern end 
of the Eehmaru H('ights and wore already far (}n tlicnr way to their 
own country. 

Hot a moment was lost in taking advantage t)f this 'U'oakenlng 
of the enemy. J.s&nhrg from cantonments by the Bolunaru Gorge, 
with every available man and horse, Prigadier-Gcneral Massy 
hurried after Williams, but befoi'C ho could overtake him the 
Kohistani contingent, numbering five thousand lighting men, many 
of them accompanied by wive.s and sisters come out to vvitness their 
triumph, had escaped into the hills. There was nothing to be done 
in that quarter, so hearing that Baker with the, Sappers and Miners, 
two guns and two comiianics of the, !)2nd and the 3rd Sikhs, liad 
followed him through the Goige and was 2 )rex)ai'ing to attack the 
Afghans in the villages to t.lie east and south-east of cantonments, 
Mas.sy made ids dispiositions to out oil the enemy's retreat. The 
14th Bengal Lancers he sent to block tbc pass leading into Tlohistan, 
the Guides Cavalry to guard the road leading to Butklrak, and the 
5th Punjab Cavalry and the 9th Lancers to liold tlio road leading 
to the city. Several villages were destroyed by Baker’s force ; the 
67th Foot burned others and cleared the enemy out of Rikabashi 
Fort close to the south-east bastion ; and a party of the 6 th Punjab 
Infantry, led by Subadar Juma, captured Killa Mahomed Sharif, 
but retired from it by Boberts's order. Out of each village as it 
was stormed, crowds of Afghans dashed into the 04)011 and rushed 
southwards towards the city to find the men of the 9th Laneprs and 
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tho 5Ui Punjab Cavalry, (lisiuounU'd, barring their retreats Many 
fell under the fire of their earbines, but evening was closing in, and 
liakci', leaving the completion of his work of destruction to the 
morrow, was about to witlidraw into cautomnents, so Massy col- 
lected his scattered squadions and followed the infantry back to 
camp, where each corps returned to its own section. 

That night every man in Shorjmr knew that the siege was at 
an end ; for though, at the south-east corner of the cantonments 
whore, barely two hundred and lifty j'ards from tho ramparts, three 
standards had been set up, the enemy still held on to gardens 
and enclosures, from behind whose loojiholed walls their fire had 
covered tho retreat of their friends, no second eifort to capture tho 
place need bo JooJced for. The tribes had staked their all on one 
cast and lost, and with the frustration of tho hope wliich had held 
them together, their combination had ceased to o.xist. An armed, 
people would still possess tho laud, biding their time and waiting 
for a new leader ; but, for tho moment, tho British troops had won 
a right to as many square miles of Afghanistan as they could occupy, 
and her capital must fall back into their hands. Deep as must 
have been the disappointment that filled tho hearts of Ghilzai and 
Wardaki, JCohistani and Logari, as, spreading far and ^vide over 
hill and valley, they withdrew that night to their homes, no sense 
of shame can have added to its sting. All that men could do to 
achieve victory, they had done. For seven hours, without a single 
cannon to cover their advance and batter down the strong defences 
of the cantonment, they had hurled themselves upon the abattis 

1 “ The main body of the onomy had got well away to tho city, but all 
stragglers were hunted down in the nullahs in which they took shelter, and then 
despatohed, Two or three lancers or sowars wore told off to eaoh straggler, and 
the mon, dismounting, Used their carbines when the irnlucky Afghan had been 
heimnod in,” {Hensman, pp. 264, 266.) 

Such jiiolhocis of warfare recall the Mutiny days, when no quarter was given.—- 
H. B. H. 
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proLecting its walls, anti under a uiuidcrnus fii'o liad tugged and torn 
at ilie tough telegraph wires which bound tiro lu'avy logs togetlior. 
Great heaps of dead, marking the points wlu'ro their attacks had 
been fiercest and longest, testified to the heroic spirit [>y which they 
wore insjhrcd. Roberts reekoned fliat tliey lost tliree thousand 
men in the assault, and tlu' cstiniato is prol)ably not evaggeratod. 
They failed, not from lack of couJ'tigo and determination, but because 
the task they had set themselves was an irnpossilrle one for half- 
arrned, in many oas('S unarmed, men. 'J'he defences of iShej'pur once 
completed, the besiegers’ only chance of .success lay in continuing 
as they had Irogun, constantly threattming but never attacking. 
Such tactics nm.st, slowly but surely, have e.'chaustc'd the garrison’s 
stock of ammunition and j-cduced its numbers by undormining its 
health ; hut the approach of Gougli icndM'cd the continuance of 
a waiting policy impo.ssible, and the result was the splendirl, but 
useless, attempt to take Sherjrur by storm. 

The defonco was worthy of the attack. ilritisli and Native 
troops vied 'rvith each other in coolnes.s and courage ; and tliough, 
covered by the ramparks or liiddeu in tronche.s, the risks they ran 
'were coinparativoly .small, they were still great enough, for wherever 
a soldier’s head showed above tire paraxret, a .skilled mark.sman was 
on the watch to make it liis target, and whenever a man rose out of 
a trench, he wa.s saluted by a sliovvo' of bidlets. Jlrigadior-Gencral 
Hugh Gough himself was struck down when, for a moment, he 
stood up to catch a glimpse of what was going on at the foot of 
the Heights, and fellj^^ backwards into the ditch, apparently dead. 
Luckily the bullet that knocked him over Was half .spent and could 
not penetrate the heavy poshleen that ho wore over his uniform, 
and a little rum administered by his stafl’-oificcr, who had been 
standing beside him when he fell, quickly brought him round. A 
good many men, too, were killed or wounded by bullets that flew 
curving over the defences and dropped among the troops sheltering 
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beliind ilieiu. Tiio annexed table gives all the ca.sualticfi that occurred 
during the aiego. Jt is impossible to say how many of them should 
be set down to the lighting 011 the. SSid, but certainly the greater part. 


C.ASUALl'IliS FR(JJ1 15TT1 TO 23R1) DECEMBER INCLUSIVE 


Ciiptaiii J. Duiidfls, V.C. 

Lieutenant C. Nugent . 

One man 

(iiio man 

Five men 

One man 

One man 

Seven followers. 


Killed. 


Royal Engineers, 

i i 

G-3 Royal ArLillory. 

No. 2 Mountain Battery. 

Bengal Cavalry. 
!)2nd Higlilandui'!). 

5tli Punjab Infantry. 


IF oimded. 


Pji'igadier-Ooneral Hugh Oougli, V.i 


C., C.B., 


Lieiiionant 0. A. Montanaro . 

,, J. Burti-Murdock 

„ C. E. Gambier 

,, L. Sunderland 

One Native Olfleer 
One Native Officer 
One man .... 

One man .... 

One man .... 

Eour men .... 
Six men (one mortally) . 

Nine men .... 
One man .... 

One man .... 

Ono man .... 

One man .... 

Two men .... 

Eight men .... 
Tliree inon .... 
Twenty-two followers. 


Commanding Section III. 

Royal Aitillery (mortally).! 
Royal Engineers. 

Ctli Punjab Cavalry. 

7"2nd Highlanders, 

5lh Punjab Cavalry. 

Guide Corps, 

E-A Royal Horae Artillery. 
No, 1 Mountain Battery. 

Dth Lancers. 

ISih Bengal Cavalry. 

5th Punjab Cavalry. 

67th Foot. 

72nd Highlanders. 

92nd Highlanders, 

23rd Pioneera. 

28th Punjab Inffintry. 

Corps of Guides, 

5th Punjab Infantry 
3rd Sikhs. 


1 “ Lioutenant C. A. Montanaro, R.A., died on the 20th of a wound received 
'the previous day. Tliis jiromising young officar's gallantry in standing to hm 
guns to the last on the 14th December I have before mentioned.” [Roberts’s 
Despatch.) 
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Total C iboaltiks. 



0//( eras’. 

Men. 

FolUni'cm. 

Ilu/si S', 

Killed . 

2 

i) 

7 

7 

Wounded 

7 

ao 

22 

;io 


!) 

48 

2i) 

:!7 


Tlio Engineer officcj-t., Captain J. Dnndas and Lioutonant C. 
Nugent, lost tlieir lives by the untimely explosion of a mine they 
were laying ; and Lieutenant Burn-Murdock was wounded by a 
volley from a fort whilst engaged in the same dangerous work, 
and would have boon killed had not his companion. Lieutenant 
P. T. Buston, rushed forward and, laying a bag of powder against 
the gate, blown up the place. 

The defence was greatly facilitated by the telegraph line erected 
by Mr. Luke and Mr. Kirlce of the Telegraph Department,' wliioh ran 
all round the cantonment, keeping each section in touch with the 
others, and all in constant communication with PIcad-Quarters 
Gate, from which point Eoberts directed every movement till, at one 
o’clock, after despatching Massy with the cavalry to do his utmost 
against the enemy, he proceeded to the Behmnru Heights to ar- 
range for the occupation of the village just deserted by the Ghazis, 
and to send out Baker to destroy as many forts and villages as 
there would be time to capture before nightfall. 

Observation 

Had Mahomed Jan commanded the services of a skilful Military 
Engineer, he would probably have Ijeen able to capture Hherpur 

1 “ P. S. V. Luke, Esq., (J.I.E., and H. A. Itirke, Esq., of the Govommetit 
Telegraph Department, have worked well and assisted mo greatly by rapidly 
oonstructAng a telegraph line, wluqh placed Head- Quarters in direct eominnuica- 
tion with the Sectional Commands.” (Roberts’s Despatch.) 
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even after tJic comijletion of its defences ; for, willi tlie unlimited 
labour at the disposal of such an Engineer, tlic place could quickly 
have been ajqu’oachod by parallels and zigzags, the walls mined 
and blown up at a number of jjoints ; and the \rholc length of the 
ramparts, unjjroteeted as they were by traverses, cjifiladed by a 
flanking lire from earthworks thrown up, under cover of darkness, 
within musketry range of the cantonment. 
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March of Charles Gough’s Brigade 

DISTURBANCES ON THE LINE OE COMMUNICATION 

Early on tlie morning of ihe 24(,li of IJeccmljcr, lloasaklar Nnksh- 
bnnd Khan rcjjortod that the thousanda of tribesmen, wlio the 
inevioua evening had still held on to Kabul, tlie Bala Ifissar, and 
many sutTounding villages, had fled during the night, The nows 
brought inexpressible relief to Sir E. Koberts,* who, not daring to 
hope for so sudden and eomiilete a deliverance from his troubles, 
had been anxiously considering with his Chief of the Stall how best 
to imjirove yesterday’s sueeessos." Jn the hope of inflicting further 
los.ses on the enemy ho now ordered the cavalry to go in pursuit 

1 “ The relief T felt when f hati gatlierocl my force innido the walls of kSiierpur 
on the evening of the i4th of Deoemhor, was small comjiared to that which t 
ex])erienoed on tlie morning of the 24th, when I realized tliat nut only had the 
assault been abandoned, but tliat llie groat tribal oumbiiialion had dissolved, 
and that not a man of the many thousanda who had been opiiosed to us tlie 
previous day, remained in any of the villages, or un tho aurrounding hills.” 
{Forty-One Fears in India, Vol. II. p. iJ06.) 

^ “ Had a long talk with tho General, and ho i.s going to solid Balter out 
with tho 67tli, 3rd Sikha, Guides and Pioneeivs to cover Gough gutting in here. 
If we can manage to clear them out of tlio city and Bala Hissar, it will bo grand. 
. . . Roberts’s idea is to storm tire Bain His.sar either to-morrow or next day 
with 0. Gough’s troops, i think this is very risky, as the Bala Hissar is very 
strong indeed to an assault : the walls are loo ivigh to escalade, and as the only 
Way in is by the gate, which may be strongly retrenched imsido ; and if these 
follows are determined, they may, being so numerous, beat us off, then wc shall 
be in a worse hat than before. Altogether tho look-out is somewhat gloomy.” 
(Maegregor, Vol. II., Diary 83rd December, pp. 168, lOP.) 

2C2 
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■ — ^onc column under Hugh Gough by the Nanachi Pass into the 
Cliardeh, another under Massy, by the Sang-i-Naudshta Defile, into 
the Charasial) Valley ; but the fugitives u'ere already out of reach, 
and a blinding snowstorm, which Irid all traces of their flight, so 
hampered and exhausted tho pursuers that night had fallen before 
they got back to Sherpur, Ihe men leading their horses, which, with 
the snow balling in their hoofs, could hardly keep their footing on 
the slippery groundd They had started early, but earher still, 
Charles Gough had marched into iShcrjnir, bringing with him the 
garrison of Lattaband and tho 12th Bengal Cavalry, the regiment 
which, led by Green, had gone out during the night of the 21st to 
meet Hudsoir at Butkhak. 

Perhaps no portion of the Force that had accompanied Sir F> 
Roberts to Kabul had gone through a worse experience than the 
garrison of Lattaband. It had had little fighting and no losses in 
the field ; for, on tho one occasion when it had driven a gathering 
of tribesmen from the hills overlooking the camp, there had been 
no casualties, thanks to tho skilful way in which the attacking 
column had been covered by artillery and rifle fire ; hut, for eleven 
days, it had been completely isolated, and, in that isolation, as 
ignorant of the possibilities of deliverance reaching it from outside 
as it was powerless to free itself from its perilous position. Such 
uncertainty would have been trying enough to troops well supplied 
with food, in a genial climate, but it mu.st have been doubly so to 
men on half -rations, conscious that even these must come to an end, 
encamped amidst snow, on the summit of a pass, with outposts on 
tho still higher hills by which that pass was commanded, and much 
sickness was tho natural result of semi-starvation, exposure, and 

1 “ Massy went out with tho 9th Lancers and Sth Punjab Cavalry hy the 
Ben-i-JElissar road, and Gongh with tho 14th l.ancors and Guide.s, They found 
no one, and had an awful day of it, cavalry being no use whatever.” (Ibid. 
Vol, If. p. 169.) 
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anxiety. Tlie transport animals and thoir drivers had .suilercd even 
more than the troops from cold and hunger; so greatly, indeed, had 
tlieir numbers dwindled that, to obey the hcliogram ordering him to 
move to Butkhak independently of Gough, Hudson would liavo 
been obliged to abandon the greater part of his baggage and .stores. 
This he Avas not prepared to do, and in consefjuenco Gi'i'cn’.s men 
had a mo.st dangerous and exhausting ride. Slipping out of Shcrpur 
during the night of the 21 st and avoiding as far tus ])OH,siblo forts and 
Adllages, the 12th Bengal Cavalry reached the Logar Bridge without 
adventure to fmd it in the enemy’s hands and vvell guarded. Leaving 
the road, they struck the river lower down, at a point whore the 
channel was faii’ly shallow, but tho banks on either shore steep and 
high. It took tho regiment a couple of hours to cross the ford, and 
in the operation two men rvero drowned and ten lost their horses 
and liad to make their way back to Shcrpur as best tiny could. ‘ Tho 
otliers AA^ere all wet to tho skin, for many had slipped back in attempt- 
ing to climb tho slippery bank on the, river’s further side, and tlie 
rear squadron had actually dismounted in tlio half-frozen Avator and 
oraAvled to the top, dragging their horses after thorn.* Chilled to 
the bone, they rode cautiously foinvard, but the enemy was awake 
and Avatchful, and they Avero fired on from every village that they 
passed. So long as dar'kiioss protected them they had little to fear 
from random shots ; but day darracd as they approardied Butkhak, 
rcAmaling, not the friends Avhom they had hoped to find there, but 
hundreds of Afghans, pouiing out of the Aullago to attack them. A 
hastily dismounted squadron checked their onrush, but the relief 
Avas only momentary, and Green seemed to have only the choice be- 
tAA'een a desperate attempt to break through the enemy or an equally 
desperate attempt to get back to Shcrpur, Avhen one of liis Native 

“ Twelve men Avere luiasing, but ton have since reported themselves at 
Sheipur.” (Hensman, p. 260.) 

2 Ibid. 
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officers, born and bred in the district, came forward with a proposal 
to lead the regiment by the Kabul River to Lattaband. Green gladly 
accepted the oftor, and, under Rcssaldar Bahawddecn Khan’s 
guidance, the 12th Bengal Gavalry joined Hudson’s force that 
afternoon, having lost only three men killed and three wounded by 
the Avay. 

Gough had started from Jagdallak to march to the relief of 
Sherpur, AA'ith the follou'ing troops : — 


Staff. 

kioutenant F. H . R. Drummond, Orderly Officer. 

Major A. A. A. Kinlock . Depot}' Assistant Qiiartormaster-Gonora]. 

Major JI, G. Gerard . . Brigade Major. 

Major ir. T. Hallowos . . Brigade Transport Offioor. 

Surgeon-Major T. Walsh . Army Medical Department, 


Artilleiiy. 

4 Guns Hazara Mountain Battery, Captain A. Broadfoot. 


Cavacrv, 


Detackmeni lOtk Bengal Lanoors — Captain S. 

D. Barrow 

Officers. 

1 

Men. 

25 

2-9th Foot — Lioiitoiiant-Golonol W. Daunt 

. • * 

16 

483 

Detachment 73nd Highlanders . 


1 

45 

2iid and 4th Gurkhas— Major A. Battye . 


12 

776 

No. 5 Company Sappers and Miners — Lieut. E. 

S. Hill . 

3 

73 



33 

1,402 


Thirty-three officers and fourteen hundred men w'aa a small force 
with Avhicli to face the unknown dangers that lay before him ; but, 
at least, it was efficient, for all the sick and weak had been left 
behind. Unluckily, there had been, no possibility of applying the 
same weeding j)roce.ss to the transport. A committee of officers 
appointed to inquire into its condition, had reported that at least 
25 per cent, of the Dekkan ponies rvere unfit for work ; and the 
remaining 75 per cent., small, weak, badly equif)ped, were ill adapted 
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to military purposes ; Lut no other transport was procurable, so 
every creature that could stand up to receive its load, had to stagger 
on as far as its strength could carry it. Tn many oases this could 
not be far, so Gough issued instructions as to the course to bo pursued 
^vhen the inevitable' breakdown occurred. Tents were first to ho 
sacrificed, as food and annminilion must go forwai'd at all costs. 
That tlio Afghans might reap no pi'ofit from his losses, he further 
directed that everything that had to be abandoned should be 
destroyed. Most of the transport animals .survived the first day’s 
march ; hut bctv'ecn Seh Baba and Lattahand many animals lay 
down to die, and many ponies lo.st their loads. The readjustment 
and destruction of baggage con.sequcnt on the.so lo.ssos caused 
endless delays, and not till eleven at night did the roar -guard get 
into camp. Sub.set-iuently, the. Military Department severely criticized 
the great loss of transport that had marked the four days’ march 
from Jagdallak to Sherpur, and blamed CTOugh foi' dc.stroying 
Government property ; hut the Commander-in-Ghief, having regard 
to the condition of Gough’s transport, was of opinion that, instead 
of blame, he deserved high praise for having carried through a 
difficult operation with such miserable material, and declared that 
both the circumstances of the case and military precedent justified 
him in destroying whatever ho could not take on with him. A great 
part of the, destruction of tents complained of by the Military De- 
partment, took place at Lattaband, and was due to the ncces.sity of 
transferring to Hudson every camel and pony that Gough could 
spare. 

Early on the morning of the 23rd of December, the Jagdallak 
column, reinforced by the 12th Bengal Cavalry and the garrison 
of Lattaband, broke up camp, and began to move slowly dov'n the 
pass. It was an enemy’s country through which it was to advance, 
so Gough, besides providing small detachments to look after the 
baggage, detailed a whole regiment to act as rear-guard, thus greatly 
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reducing liis fighting strength in front ; but, neither in front nor in 
rear, were there any intimations of the presence of the enemy ; only 
the sound of heavy filing from the direction of Kabul told of conflict 
and danger, and that sound, cut off by Intervening hills, died away 
as the troops dosconded the pass. Kiitkhak \va.s deserted when the 
Cavalry rode into it, at 11 a.m. ; all the men were away, fighting 
at Sherpur, and the women and ohildi-en had fled as soon as the 
strange horsemen came into sight. From this village Gough hello - 
gra])hed to Roberts : — “ Have arrived at Butkhak. Solicit orders.” 
The message was acknowledged, but no orders followed, so, after a 
while, Gough heliograjihcd again Will advance to Logar Bridge 
and take your orders there.” This holiogram also was acknowledged, 
and after a short interval came another flash, but the anxiously 
expected message had got no further than “ Colonel Maegregor to 
General Gougb,” when clouds blotted out the sun, to tlie bitter dis- 
appointment of Gough, who was standing beside tlie man in charge 
of the signalling instrument. The aspect of the sky gave no Irope 
of a renewal of communication witli the cantonment, so the relieving 
force marched on as ignorant of what might be in store for it as 
when it left. Lattaband. Two hom-s later, the Cavalry approached 
the Logar Bridge, whicli proved to be intact and emjjty of defenders, 
though bai’ricades and shelter trenches bore testimony to the in- 
tention of disputing the British advance. The biidge was only .six 
miles from Sherpur, but. between the two rose the Siah Sang Heights, 
a screen which neither eye nor oar could penetrate. The utter 
silence, the absenoo of all life, were terrible to men who divined the 
tumult and clamour of battle close at hand ; hut altliougli Gough 
sent out Major Gerard to recoimoitre toward, s Kabul, be returned 
without having seen anything of friend or foe. 

The main body had halted a mile short of the river to allow 
the baggage animals and rear-guard to close up. These, as usual, 
were far behind, and when, after surtset, the latter marched in, it 

17 
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was too late for (TOiigli to take the initiative on his own resiionai’ 
bility. His anxiety as to the fate of the Shorpur garrison, liowevor, 
was relieved between t<‘n and eleven o^clock at niglit, when a mes- 
senger stole into camp, liringing a letter from the Cliief of the Stall. 
There had been heavy lighting, .so Maegregor wrote, and the city, 
citadel, and many villages were still in the enemy’s hands. Gough 
wa.s therefore to make his way into cantonments a.s early as possible 
next morning, hy the road running along the eastern side of the 
Siah Sang Heights. Tt .snowed heavily in the night ; it v'as .still 
■snovring when the hiigle sounded the reveilli'e, aird all landmark.s 
were blotted out hy a dense fog. Feeling tlieir v\rxy through the 
blinding storm round the ba.so of the Siah Sang Heights, Gough’s 
troops moved slowly f<Ji'ward tln'ongh a silent and deserted world, 
till, about a mile from Sherpiir, they fell in with the scouts of the 
9th Lancers, and were met close to the walls by itolieids and a i)ai’t 
of Macpher.son's Brigade. I’lroy had marched from Jagdallalc to 
Kabul without .seeing a single lio.stile tribo.sman, oi' liearing the sound 
of a .single hostile shot ; yet nevi'r had Gommander ueuepted greater 
ri.sk, s and de, served more gratitude from tlio.se for wliom ho was willing 
to run them than (Jharle.s (hmgh ; and, certainly, none ever rcecived 
less. Sir Jf. Roberts’, s original Despatch contained no recognition 
of the great courage di.splayed Ijy his suhordinato in marching to 
hi.s assistance with a force .so small that Jan Mahomed’s hosts miglifc 
easily have, annihilaiAul it : and cv'en in a .supjilementary Despatch, 
written nine days later, he dismi.s.sed the whole difficult and important 
movement in a few cold words : — “ I have much 'jiloa sure in tendering 
to him (Gough) ray thanks for the manner in which the operation 
entrusted to him was carried out,” The Commander -in-Chief, an 
impartial and experienced judge, formed a much fairer e.sfcimate of 
the .service rendered hy Gough and his men, and took care to imprc.ss 
his views upon the Government. “ In submitting these papers ” 
(tire Kabul Despatches), ,so ho wrote, “ Sir Jj'i’ederiok Haines wishes 
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to record liiK liigh appreciation of tlie very able, and satisfactory 
manner in wliicli Brigadier-General Gougli conducted this extremely 
difliciilt ope]-ation, and his Excellency feels siue that the Govci'nment 
of India ^\ill be satisfied that the conduct of the troops, British and 
Native, was all that could be desired.” 

The Ghilzais' failure to liarass Gough’s march was certainly not 
duo to inei'tia oj' love of jjcace, for hai'dly had tJie British Commander 
begun liis advance Ijefore A.sinatullah Khan summoned hi.s clans- 
men to liis standard. Tliree tliousand answered to the call, and 
witli these, (ui Ihe 23rd of Gc'cember, accompanied by Eaiz Mahomed, 
late commanding at Ali Masjid, and Mahomed Hussan Khan, 
Ex-Governor of Jellalabad, he atf ached the British post on the 
Jagdallak Kotal. One, assault succeeded tlie, other from two o’clock 
in tlie aflernoon till ten at night, in one of which Major E. T. 
Thackeray, V.C., the officer commanding, ivas severely wounded ; 
but the place hail been so strongly fortified by tlic Sappers and 
Miners, who formi'd the larger part of the garrison, tlmt, in the 
end, the Gliilzais had to withdraw discomiited. The news of the 
attaol? iind reached th(> posts on either side the Kotal, and next 
morning Oelonel Norman arrived from Jagdallak Eort, and when, 
after reinforcing the garrison, he continued his march, he i\'aa met 
by Lieutenant-Colonel Ball-Acton, hunying with a small force 
from Bi'zu'an to Major Thackeray’s assistance. After a short halt, 
each column retraced its steps ; Ball-Acton re-entered Pezwan un- 
opposed, but Norman found the enemy blocking his road, and, in 
brushing them away, liad two men killed and tlnee wounded. 

On the 2!)th of December, the Jagdallak posts were again threat- 
ened, but Norman, reinforced by Ball-Acton, reiralsecl his assailants. 
On this occasion. Lieutenant I. D. Widglit, Royal Artillery, and 
one man were killed, and three men wounded. Sir E. Roberts’s 
recognition of Norman’s services was full and ungrudging. “ Colonel 
Norman a^rpears to have thoroughly appreciated the state of affairs 
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around Jagdallak, and to have exercised his command with great 
coolness and judgment.,” so he wrote in his I)esx:)atch of the 2nd of 
Februaiy ; and the praise Avas all the more deseiwed liccause (,lie 
effects of Normans coolness and judgment rvere felt beyond tlie 
immediate scene of liis operations, and contributed to calm the unrest 
that was showing itself among professedly friendly tiibes ; even the 
Khugianis, who had kepit quiet since their defeat at Futtehabad, 
having hegmi to show signs of liostility. It w'as tliey and the Shin- 
warris rvho w'cre believed to ho the autliora of a raid on a po.st near 
Ali Boghan, in wdiioh some jczailchis and cam])-follower.s were killed, 
and the raider.s got clear off witli their loot, though pursued for some 
distance by a .small column under Colonel J. Fryer. Suhsecpumtly, 
Lieutenant-Colonel A. R. D. Mackenzie marched to a group of 
villages ten miles from Jellalabad, wdiere the perpetrators of the 
outrage were reported to have found shelter, and, failing to discover 
them, seized ten of the headmen to Ire held as ]iostage,s for their 
surrender. 

This raid was a small uiatter, but all the element, s out of which 
a big ri.sing might have sprung, w^ere present in tire district ; and 
Bright, keenly alive t(j the dangers created for Iris more advanced 
posts by the rleparturo of Cough’s Brigad(\ pushed foiwvard three 
eompanies of the 5Lst Foot and tlie 45th Hikhs to .strengthen Cnndamak, 
where Brigadier-Ccueral Ai'buthnot was now in command, replacing 
them at Jellalabad by the 27th Punjab Infantry, and ordered 11-9 
Ro_yal Artillery and the 12th Foot to hold themselves in readiness 
to march from Lundi Kotal as soon as the exjjocted reinforcement 
from Peshawar slioukl arrive. This u]tw^ai'd movement of troops, 
combined with Norman’s activity, checked any offensive action that 
the tribes may have been planning, and restored peace for a time 
to the line of communications. 



MARCH OF CHARLES GOUGH’S BRIGADE 261 

Obskrvatiojis 

Observation 1 . There can he no doubt tliat tlio j'aiwmg of the 
siege of Slierpiir was the oonKCtjUPneo of the advance of Charles Cough’s 
Force. ’I’lio fii'st sign t)f a weakening in fhe onetny’s resolution 
coincided with its arrival at Bid.khak — the fla.sh which conveyed 
the nows to Wherpur warning the Afghans of its approach ; the end 
of the Inng-pi'otracted assault came at one o’clock, just when it.s 
advanced guard sighted the Logar Bridge, and the Kohistanis were 
in full retreat before Roberts had decided to try the eifect of a flank 
attack on the Gha/js liolding the captured village near the eastern 
end of the Bohinaru Heights — an attack which must have failed 
had the live thou.sand Kohistanis stuck to a position practically 
iniasaaiJable by cavalry. 

Observation .If. The surjiriae and dissatisfaction openly ex- 
pressed in Sherpur at the tardy arrival of Charles Gough’s column 
was duo to ignorance of ite strength and composition. H ivas 
believed to bo large and well-equipped, and when at last it did appear, 
and men could see for themselves how aioagro ivcre its numbers, 
how defective its transport, the fact that it liad met adth no 
opposition blinded all, but the mo.st thoughtful members of the gar- 
rison, to the risks it had really run, and deprived its commander of 
the grateful appreciation whicli was his due. How it happened 
that those risks ivere never realized can be only a matter of .surmise. 
Probabty Mahomed Jan’s authoj'ity over his undisciplined host was 
oonfined to that jrortion of it wliieh had followed him to Kabul, and 
his influence may nob have been enough to induce a sufficiently large 
body of tribe.snien to make a long march in fog and snow to attack 
an enemy whose strength rumours would bo sure to exaggerate ; and 
though, as an experienced commander, he must have acted against 
his better judgment in sanctioning the attempt to take Blierpnr by 
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storm before Guiigh ooiild appear 011 the scene, it cannot Jiave been 
evident to liini then as, after the event, it Ls evident to the English 
military student to-day, that the attenn)t inu.st fail. 

Whatever the reasons for the Afghan (leneral’s faulty choice, 
it.s inimediate and temporary eJlect was to wreck the tribal coin- 
binafinn which Mu.shk-i-AIam had l)een at such pains to bring about ; 
and it.s more distant and enduring result to hide from the British 
people the folly of the strategy v\'hich had placed two Briti.sh forces 
in such a position that only a ini.stako on the part of the enemy, saved 
both of them from annihilation.* 

Eoi' the initial error in that strategy — the ha.sty rush on Kalml 
at a .season of the year when tlic road selected for the British advance 
was on tile point of being clo.sed by snow — the Indian Government 
nmst share tlie responsibility ; the mistakes that fo]lo^vcd lie at the 
door of the Oomniander to whom a free* hand in the conduct of ci\-il 
and military affairs in the invaded districts had been given. Know- 
ing that his original line of communications -was lost, knowing also 
that Afglianistan is a poor country, and that any attempt to dci)rivo 
the peojile of their winter stores must goad them to resistance, Wir 
E. Xfobert.s’s first thought should have been the establishment of 
a new and safe route to India. On this he .should have concentrated 
all the energy which was worse than wasted on foraging and punitive 
expeditions ; meauu hilo, liis demands iijion the people should have 
been re.slrictcd to such .supplies as they were in the habit of furnishing 
totlieir own Government, and lie slumld liave abstained from do.slj.oying 

1 Had Mahomed Jan blown up the bridge over the then uufnrchiblo Kabul 
River and with half hi-s force made a feint on Shci'pur, and with the other lialf a 
real attack on the left Hank of Gough's column, whilst entangled in ilie dctile 
between Kattaband and BiU.khak, that force must have been dcBiroyod, or, at 
heat, BO weakened and driven back that it could have exercised no further in- 
fluence on the course of cventa around Kabul, and the Afghans would have been 
free to continue the investment of the 8herpur cantonment till sickness should 
hart' reduced its garrison beyond the point at which a suoooagful defence of its 
vast works was possible.— H. B. H. 
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the homes o£ the villagers, and from miinufaclming criminals for liis 
Military Commission to condemn, by tlio creation of an arbitrary and 
altog('ther artificial olfenco. 

No measures, however wis(-, would have reconciled the Afghans to 
foreign rule, and the British oeenpalion of Afghanistan would have 
been brought to an end in time by India's financial difficulties ; 
but, in the absence of all acts of cruelty and oppression, no feelings 
of resentment would luivo been evoked strong enough to load to a 
general rising of the tribes hi winter ; and by the spring, when their 
natural turbulence might have driven them into the field, the Khyber 
hue would have been too strongly held, from end to end, for the troops 
in Kabul to ho in any danger from their unrest. 



CHAPTER XXIV 

After the Siege. Reprisals 

When General J-Iills relumed to hia duties as Governor of Kabul, he 
fo\ind that the .sliop.s in the Hindu Quarter had been gutted, the 
houses of Afghans suspected of British leanings plundered, and tlio 
Kazilbaaliea and Hazaras maltreated by the folloA\'ers of Mahomed 
.fan and Muslili-i-Alam. The Bala Hi.ss.ar, niucJi injiu'ed by the 
explosion of the IGth of October, and afterwards stripyicd of all wood- 
work by the British, had also sultered damage at tlio liancls of tlio 
insurgents, and every gi'ain of j)owdor had vaiiishefl from tho maga- 
Kinos. Wrecked as it was, it rvas soon occupied hy Guugli’s lirigade, 
its security being assured by a sy.stem of redoubts and Idockhousos 
on the Shcr jDarwaza Heights. 

These works formed part of an extensive scliemc of defence, at 
which gangs of British and Native soldiers and an army of hired 
lab(jurcr8 toiled for weeJrs. Every village and Avail within a thousand 
yards of Sherpur were levelled to the ground ; roads fit for guns 
laid out all round cantonments ; the ramparts, where defective, com- 
pleted ; a trench and wall, broken here and there by blockhouses, 
were drarvn along the whole length of the Behmaru ridge ; and at 
the south-Avest end of the Siah Sang Heights, a strong fort, capable 
of holding a thousand men, was constructed, Avhilst a smaller fort 
wms placed so as to command the wooden bridge across the Kabul 
River ; and a.s the one was out of sight of the other, the two were 
linked together by a blockhouse erected on the northern end of 

2G4 
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the range. T’he redoubts and Wockbouses on the Slier Darwaza 
Heights for the proteution of tlie Hala His&ar, and a large fort on 
the Asmai Heights dominating the city and cimnoctod with the plain 
by a wide zigzag road, completed works ivdiioli, owing to the great 
area they covered, would have made a second defence of Sherpur 
more difficult than the first ; and a second siege was not as improbable 
as the complete dispersion of the besieging force might seem to pro- 
mise. Already Mushk-i-Alam and Jan Mahomed, who had rallied 
their jicrsonal adherents at Ghazni, ivere proclaiming their intention 
of returning to Kabul at the end of the Naroz festival, which occurs 
in Marcli ; and the policy of rejuisal.s on which the Britisli Commander 
had fallen back, was reviving the passions to whicli, ivhen the time 
for action should arrive, tho Afghan leaders would appeal. 

On tho 26tli of December, >Sir Frederick Roberts issued the fol- 
lowing proclamation “ At the instigation of some seditious men, 
the ignorant iicople, generally not considering tho result, rai.sed a 
I'chellion. How, many of the insurgents have receimd their reward, 
and as subject.s are a trust from God, the Briti.sli Government, which 
is ju,st and merciful, as well as strong, has forgiven tiieir guilt. It 
is now proclaimed that all who come in without delay will be pardoned, 
excepting only Mahomed Jan of Wardak, Mir Bacha of Kohistan, 
Samanclar Kh.an of Logar, Ghulam Hyder of Chardeh, and the mur- 
derers of Sirdar Mahomed Hassein Khan. Come and make your 
submission without fear, of whatsoever tribe you may bo. You can 
then remain in your houses in comfort and safety, and no harm ■will 
befall you. The British Govermnent has no enmity toward.? the 
people. Anyone who rebel.? again will, of course, be punished. This 
condition is necessary. But all who come in without delay need 
have no fear or sus^jicion. The British Government speaks only 
that wliich is in its heart." ‘ 


1 loHy-Om Jean in India, VoL II, pp. 307, 308. 
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The people thus cxliortod to .subiiiib.sion might perlidps have over- 
looked the insult contained in the assumption that they wore rebels, 
and, as such, had reason to be thankful that their lives and proi^erty 
were to be spared, if only the promises made to them had been ke])t , 
but, even Aviiilst the proclamation was being jienned, its author nas 
prepiaring to ]ilunder and destroy the homes of the men whom he 
was inviting to tuist in the justice and mercy of the British Govern- 
ment ; and the day after its publication, befoi'o it could have reached 
Kohistan, a column, consisting of 


-t films 
200 Sabres 
500 Ilitlea 
400 Rifles 
400 Rifles 
4(X> Rifles 
A company 


Tlazara Mountiiin Baltery, 
friiides Cavalry, 

67th Foot, 

Guidos hifantry, 

5th Punjab Infantry, 

2nd CTurkhas, 

halt Sappers and Aliner.s, who toolc with thorn materials 
for demolishing forts and villages , 1 


and a 


left camp to carry fire and sword into Koh Daman, the richest 
district of that province, in which wore situated Fort Baba Kuslikar, 
Mir Bacha's stronghold, and the numerous villages which owned 
him as their chief. 

Five dfiys' jirovisions and two hundred rounds of ammunition 
were carried for each man of this expeditionary force, and, in addition 
to the mules and jionies rctpiired for its own needs, it took with it 
fifteen per cent, of all the transport in Sliei’pur to bring hack tlie 
expected booty, as it wa.s “ intended to loot the place thoroughly. ■” “ 
No oppo.sition was offered ; Mir Bacha had fled to Oluirikar, and 
hie people looked helplessly on whilst General Baker, to whom the 
work of destruction had been, entrusted, levelled their houses to the 
ground, cut down their vineyards, and set the Gurkhas to work to 

1 Hensman, p. 287. 

2 Ibid. 
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ring tlieii- Emit trees.^ On tlic Jiflli day the expedition returned to 
cantonment, s, car'rying witli it rich booty and tlic secd.s of much ,sic-k- 
riesa, whilat beliind tlumi, .shivej'ing in the snow, hnndred.s of men, 
women, and eliildri'ii cursed tlie iiritisli name. Overaned by the 
teri'ilde fat(' Unit liad befallen Mir Haeha's 2jeuj)le, the licadinen 
of jnany other villages yielded without protest to Baker’s demand 
for siixiplios, and as the villagers had no surplus stores, it was the 
grain and fodder laid by to kec]} thoiu and their cattle, alive till the 
coming harvest that was brought into yherpiir. 

On the la,st day of the year, a Hcc(ind punitive expeditifjn visited 
tlio Chardeh Valley and burned Baglnvana, the village near wliioh 
the gnn.s liad been lost on the llth of Doeomlier, partly, because! 
the tivops liad been fired upon from iks walls, partly, to punish the 
contumacy of two of its headmem, whom flogging had failed to induce 
to point out the graves of Lieutenants Hardie and Forbes. A tliird 
mallili proved more yielding, and when the ljocli(!,s of tlie two young 
olRcer.s were e.'chunied, thc 3 ' were found not to have sulfcred muti- 
lation. Nevertheless, four headmen were carried oil' to Sherpur, 
tried, sentenced to death, and hanged, together with a leather-cutter 
of Kabul who had tried to steal a mulo.- 

Thc tribunal by wdiich the,se men were condo mne.d to death was 
the Military Commission, presided over by Ji>unham Ma.say, w'hioh had 
reassomblotl as soon as Briti.sh authority had been re-e,staljlishod 
in Kabul. Among its victims were ten tj’ibesD)on. taken prisoners 
by the cavalry during Mahomed Jan’s retreat, the charge brought 
against them being that of carrying aj’ius in contravention of Sir 


1 “ fTonoral Baker not only looted and levelled to the ground all forts and 
village.^ owned by Mir Butolwi, but cut down his vineyards, and set the Gurkhas 
to work to ‘ ring ’ all the fruit trees. This will be a heavy loss to the villages, 
which mainly derive their local influence from Iho return yielded by their orchards 
and viueyaj'ds.” (Hensman, p. 277.) 

2 Pioneer Mail of 22nd January. See, also, Hensman, pp. 277, 282. 
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F. liobeils’s F'rucliuuation.' They wore luinged near a, ruinod village, 
a qaartcr of a juile fj'om tlic» vvetsfcorn gate of cantoiunents, on a gallows 
wide euongli in admit of Jive lioiiig executed at one time. The 
Englishttinn, a (lalcutta j)aper, wiiicli inonfcionod this detail in its 
i.s.siie of the J2tli of .fiiniiary, added that “so numeroii.s have the.so 
hangings heen that they excite hut little- attention ; no native.s of 
the country, hovvo\ei', appear as spectator.s.” 

The published aecouiits of this period reveal no moral di.saj)provaJ 
of this jjulioy of terrorism to whioh fcjir J<’. L-tobert.s had so rapidly 
reverted ; but there rvere men in cannj who condemned it on military 
and j)olitic'al grounds. They saw that though temporarily relieved 
from serir)u.s euil)arrassuient, 1,ho Bj-itish h’oj'ce at Kabul was in a 
precarious po.sLtion, and they de.sircd to avoid giving occasion for 
a second (jutbnrst of revongcfid fury. To per.soas of this way of 
thinking it seemed folly to punish a whole iieople as rebels, instead 
of coming to tei'ins with them as enemies ; folly, to hope to earn 
the gratitude of tribo.sruen by offering them an amnesty from which 
their Icadons were excepted ; folly, to send out expeditions ho burn 
villages and rccpiisition .supplies when the mo.st pres, sing need of the 
troop.s was the re-establi.shment of communication with India, the 
base from which all their ammunition must he, and the greater part 
of their food ought to he, cteuvn. “ How all this vHll end I do not 
know,” wrote Colonel Maegrogor in his Diary, on the 31st of December. 
“ There i.s, no doubt, a very strong feeling of hostility again.st ns, 
whioh all this indiscriminate hanging and burning of villages in- 
ten.silies. [ri fact vve, have not got a single friend in the country.” ^ 

The end; so far a.s “ this indiseriiniuate hanging and binning of 

I “ We declared in onr own Proclamation of October SStli that all persons 
conoemed in attacks upon British, authority would moot with condign punish- 
ment, and wo liave just hanged ten men caught with arms in their hands during 
Mahomed Jan’s retreat.” (The Daily News, dated Pehruary 9th, 1880, See, 
also, Pioneer Mail of January 8th, 1880.) 

3 Life of Sir Charles Maegregor, VoL H. p. 171. 
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villages ” was concemcd, came clirecUy after these words were written 
and from an nncxpected quarter. From the time when telegrams 
and letters of newspaper corrcsj)ondpnt,s witli tlie Force at Kabul 
began to appear in English journals, the Bj'itish public had given 
signs of tin uneasy conscience ; and, on the 1st of l)eceinl)er, the 
growing dissatisfaction with the proceedings of the IVIilitary (.'om- 
mission found po-^verful expres-sion in an article entitled “ Martial 
Law in Kabul ” hj'' Mi'. Frederic Harrison published in the J’ori- 
niglitly Hevmv, then edited by Mr. John Morloy, a copy of which 
was at once forwarded to Sir. F. liol)erta by Mr. E. Stanhope, Uiidcr- 
Seoreiary of State for War. During the greater part of December, 
the minds of inou at home iverc too full of anxiety for the .safety of 
tlie gai-rison of Sherpur for much critici.sm of the methods which had 
precipitated the great tribal i'i.sing; hut -when tlie glad tidings of 
the raising of t.he siege wore folloived by telegrams onnonnciug the 
resumption of the sittings of the Military Commission and (lie de- 
struction of Mir Bacha’s villages, influential voice, s were again raised 
in protest against the fiction that tlie abdication of Yakub Khan 
had tran.sferred the sovereignty of Al'ghanistnn to the Commander of 
a .small British force, occupying a few srpiare mile.s of a single Afghan 
province, and that the transfer had converted armed opposition to 
Sir F. Eohert.s's authority from a war of national defence, into rebellion 
punishahlo by death. On the 2t)th of December, the Peace Society, 
presided over by Mr. Henry Pease, M.P., issued an addi’e.s.s to the 
pcojile of the Uniled Kingdom calling upon them “to repudiate 
a system of terrori.sm ■which could only find a parallel in the worst 
times of Barbarian conquest ; ” and foin- days later, Spurgeon, the 
great Baptist pi'eaohor, warned his countrymen that “ he who would 
not rise to rescue his people from huge crimes into which her present 
rulers were plunging her, would be a partaker of their sins.” Speaking 
at Wakefield, on the 2()th of January, Lord Pdpon accused the Govern- 
ment of having reduced Afghanistan to anarchy, and of having 
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rendered Iier people lioatile “ not only from roligiouM and national 
hatred, Init from the recolleetions of slanghtei'ed fellow-countrymeir 
and their burned and deserted villages.” On tlie 21st, Mr. Grant, 
iJnfi', M.P., declared that the woirLs apjdied by the hi.stoiian Kayo 
to the tir.st Afghan War — “ tliat both in inlnciple and act it u'as 
unrigiiteoiia, and the cni'.se of God was on it ” — applied equally to 
the .second ; and on the 22nd, Mr. TJiomas Chambers, M.l’., denounced 
the war in equally scathing tenn.s. The Daily News, in which these, 
protests ajjpeared, drove home their Icsson.s in many powerful article, s, 
and Liberal journals throughout the country weii' active in rousing 
public indignation again.st a war whicli had brouglit such discredit 
upon the nation. The agitation, steadily increasing in volume and 
weight,* culminated in a Memorial to the Prime Minister from a 
Committee presided over by the, Duke of Westminster, - and in a 
second article in the Fortiiiglilhj Jlevicw, in which IMv. F. Harrison 
entered into a minute anal.v.si,s of a number of i)idi\'idiial act.s, \vlrich, 
in lii.s opinion, contravened the generallj’- aocejjtc'd huv of nations, 
and British military and political tradition.s of the conduct due to 
an enemy in arni.s in defence of Iri.s own Cf)untry. ’’I’he Memoiial 
appeared in the Times of the llrd of Peln'unry, and, on tlie (5th, the 
same journal publi.shed the following telegram from Lieutenant J. 
Slier, ston, orderly oflieer to General Koberts ; — “ No one cxeeni,cd 
unle.ss convicted of attack on Residency, No .soldier .shot for lighting 
again.st us. Fuller exjilanations .submitted to Government, which 
1 am confident will be coirsidered sati.yfactory ; ” and a week later, 

1 At a meeting on “ Peace and War ” the orking men’s delegates “ denounced 
the.se liarharon.s raid.s and this ]awlea,s buieheLy.” {The For/nit/hlly Reviau' for 
Deoemher, 1879, p. 78f.) 

2 Tlse Jiemari.al nas signed by the ISi.shoiia of Oxford and Rxeter, iSir A. 
Hobhouse, Sir F. Fowell Buxton, yiv C. Trevelyan, Mr. H. Morley, the Rev. W. H. 
Fremantle, Mr. Jo.seph Chaml)erlain, Mr. F. Harrison, Mr. J. A. Fronde, Profesaur 
E. S. Beesley, Mr. Ijeonard Oourtney, Mr. Asliton Dilkc, Air. J. Morley, and 
other well-known writers and public, men. — H. B. H, 



REPRISALS 


2.71 


Mr. E. Stanhope read a letter from Sir E. Koberts, dated January 
the iOtli, stating that not a single native had beoii hanged for merely 
Jiglihng against us. 

Sher.ston'.s telegi'aui was Sir E. Rohert.s's an.swer to the second 
agitation provoked hy the renewal of Martial Law in Kabul, of which 
he mu.st have been apprised by telegraph ; and the General's own 
letter of the 10th of January, the an.swer to Mr. Harrison’s first article 
in the ForIniriJUly Fevieio, which had opened hts eyes to the fact that 
nieasiue.s of vengeance and reprisals which seemed quite natural 
and pro])er to Englishmen at K.abul, wore a very ditlereiit asiiect in 
the cyc's of Rngli.sbmon at home. The effect of tliis discovery was 
the cessation of military e.vecution.s — the four headmen of Baghwana 
and the leather-cutter of Kalml, tlic bust men condemned by the 
Military Commission, were hanged on the 3rd of January — and 
the eoiupilation of a detailed statement of the number of men who 
had Huff'ered death during the Briti.sh occupation of Kabul and the 
uft'enee.s for which they had been condemned. 

Tins document was received at the War Office on the 12th of Marcli; 
hut the dissolution of Parliament, on the 24th, interfered with its 
immediate discussion, and when, a few weeks later, a new Ministry 
met a new Hou.se of Oommoms, other matters were oceujiying the 
public attention, and i1< escaped the ordeal of a parliamentary debate. 

The first thing to he noted with regard to this Return is that it 
was forwarded to the Home Government by the Viceroy and his 
Council without comment ; the second, that it is not signed, 
as ia the usual cu.stora in such case.s, either by the President of the 
Couimi.asion or by a re.sponsiblo Statt'-Oflicer ; the third, that it con- 
tains no dates ; the fourth, that it close, a on the 20th of December, 
though the Memorandum which accompanies it was written a month 
later. Owing to the absence of dates, it is difflonlt to connect the 
cases hi the Return with persons mentioned in telegraius and letters 
to English and Indian journals ; hut Kos. sixty -five to one hundred 
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and tliirteen were evidently persona cajjtured in Baker’s raid of the 
8th of November. Of these forty-nine prisoners, according to the 
Return, twenty-five were released ; wl)crea,s, according to Henainan’.s 
circninstantial account already rpiotcd (.see t'haptei' XIV.), forty-nine 
\va,s the number actually executed — eleven on the 10th of November, 
t\s enty -eight on the 11th, ten on the i2th. In this connection, it 
is significant that Maegregor should mention in hi.s Diary of the 
29tli of March that “ the General had sent for Hensinan and showed 
him H'arri.son’.s new article on the hangings,” ‘ the facts and figures 
in which were chiefly taken from that correspondent’s letters ; 3mt 
neither at the time, nor in 1882, when the letters wore republished 
in book-form, did Henaman alter or retract one of Ids .statements, 
and their accuracy hu.s never been impugned — facts that tell against 
the trustworthiness of the Return, which, in any case, is defective, 
a.s, by it.s abrupt close on the 26th of December, all record is sliut 
out of the ten men hanged on the 30th for having arms in their hands 
during Mahomed Jan’s retreat, and of the five executed on the 3rd 
of January. 

But if the figures of the Return fail to command confidence, it 
is still more difficult to accept it.s .statement.s a.s to the ground.s on 
which the accused wore condemned — statements which sought to 
e.stablish in every case a connection between the sentence pronounced, 
and some crime which Briti.sh public opinion would regard as wortliy 
of death. In the Memorandum which accompanied tlie Return, 
Sir F. Robei'te asserted the existence of i.his connection with great 
directness, for, after defending his right to treat as rebels all Afghans 
who had oppo.sed his advance, he went on to declare that “ in no 
instance were the .soldiera thus brought in executed, unless proved 
to have taken part in the attack upon the Residency, or to have 
committed other of the crimes enumerated in the proclamation.” 


1 Life of Sir Charles Maegregor, Vol. II. p. 184 . 
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Both the Return and the Memorandum are contradicted in tliio 
matter by Hen&nian, who, with the thought just dawning in his 
mind that to hang men for opposing the enemies of their country 
required excuse, yet made no secret of the fact that men were actually 
being executed at ICabul on that cliarge alone ; contradicted also 
by the entries in Maegregor’s Piary, in which he recorded his objection 
to the killing of men who merely fought against us, and his distrust 
of the evidence which satisfied the Military Commission ; instancing 
a case in which a prisoner, convicted on the more assertion of his 
guilt by Hyat Khan, was condemned for haviJig “ been the moving 
spirit~on night of tiie hth of October — to get people to go out and 
fight us, and for having been “p^'^^ent at the tight (of Charasiab) 
with a standard.” ‘ 

Sir I<\ Roberta's explanation that, in oti'ering rewards for the 
betrayal of such men as this Sultan Aziz, he had in view simply the 
capture of participants in the attack on the Residenc 3 ^ cannot be 
reconciled with the wording of the proclamation of the 12th of October, 
whicl) first offered rewards for the apprehen.sion of per.sons concerned 
in the tragedy of the 3rd of September, and llmi a like bribe for the 
surrender of persons who had fought against the British at Charasiab 
and Kabul ; neither docs it agree with the proclamation of the 12th 
of ISIovomhor, which exempted alt persons belonging to the latter 
category, not being leaders, from further prosecution. If there was 
no intention of putting the clause agauist Afghan soldiers, as sokliers, 
into force, why insert it in the first proclamation ? and if it was never 
acted on, why publish the second to allay fears which could not have 
existed % 

The statement of the Memorandum that “ the Military Com- 
mission . . . tried every case ; and without theh dehberato verdict 
and sentence, and wdthout (I trust) calm and dispassionate eoasidera- 

1 Life of tiir Charles Mafgrefjor, Vol. II. p. 140. 

18 
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tioii by mc>, nui one scntmec of deatli \ui8 awarded, conlinued, or 
carried into effect,” cannot bo accepted as correct, since, on the 
13th ol' December, eight Kolii.stanis — four of them men of ]io,sitinn 
and foil! servanis — were f,h(4, witlioui trial, by t>u' P. lloberls's orders. 
The story was trrld by Hruisittan in bi.s loiter to tire Pioneer of fire 
13th (tf Januar'y, and j-eapirear'od, nnall(>r-ed, in Iris book.' 

The mo.st glaring mi.s-.stateniont eonlarru'd in the Memorandum, 
however, is to Ire fouird in Paragraph !), in which it is asserted that 
only (rne fort near Kabid, one in Kohistan, atrd onc' in Maidan had 
Ireeri de.str'uycd by the troops, though Sir' F. Roberts’s Pcrhtieal Diary 
show'cd that on the 24th of Novetnher, he had ordered the destruction 
of “ all the IJnrar Khel Villages ” — eleven in nntnhor' — and that 
Ben-i-Badam shared the .same fate on the 28tli, rvhilst Hensman’a 
letters to the Pioneer place the dc.struction of Bagluvann, and the 
looting and levelling to the ground of Mii' Baeha’s villages, beyond 
the })os.sibility of doubt. 

ft is not surprising that fho Viceroy and his Council, with the 
Kabul Diaries and Hensman’.s letters in their hands, should have 
forwarded the Memorauduin aird the Keiurn to the British Ckrvern- 
inent witliout comment; but there is reason both for astoni.sluninit 
and i-egr-et in tlieir having forw'ai’ded them at all, knowing as they 
did, that they would Ire laid before Parliament as a satisfactory and 
sufficient defenerr of the methods by which British authority had 
been ujrlield at Kabid, till the pressure of public ojrinion at home 
eoinpelled their ahandonment. 

' The story as narrated by IVir. Howard Ilen.sinati ia peculi.ai'ly painful. Tho 
Chief, a young IColii.stani, met his fate braycly ; another, who was a petty chief, 
pleaded in fear .and trembling for Iris life, but pleaded in vain ; yet a third 
appealed for meity to the troojioi' told oft to execute him— “You are (he said) 
a Mahomedan, and 1 am one of your holy men. Yon eaunot shoot me ! ” Tint 
ordor.s had to be obeyed, and the whole party, four of whom were servant-s, were 
snimnarily pui. to dealh.— H. B, H. 

3eo full account given by IJensmau, pp, 228, 229. 
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Preparations for a Spring Campaign 

SHOOND ACTION OF OnAUASrAB 

On tlic i)tli of January, Sir V. Roberts beld a durbar, which iras 
attended liy a number of Koliistani and (iliilzai headmen, and also 
by a deputation of Hazaras, who liad come to Slierpnr to solicit 
Rritisli protection against their Afghan neighbours, whose veng('an(je 
they had L)rovokod Iiy attacliing the villages near (ihazni and in 
Wardak whilst their fighting nie.n were away with Mahomed Jan 
at Kalnd. 

The General began his speech with the usual assurance of the 
British Government’s desiin to respect the lives, property, and religion 
of ii/H new subjects, and then went on to express his satisfaction at 
the presence in his camp of so many represcni.atives of tribes recently 
in arms agiuiist him, and his liope that all who still held aloof would 
follow so good an example. Ho announced the reaj)])omtment of 
Sirdar Shahbaz Khan ns Governor of Kohistan, and clo.sed tlie as- 
sembly by presenting drcs.scs of honour and gifts of rupees to certain 
chiefs who had romainod friendly during the late insurrection, and 
l)y exacting hostages foi' future good conduct from the Kohistanis. 

In addressing an Afghan audience, Roberts was hound to assume 
that the lesson taught to the tribes by their failure at Sherj)ur would 
have enduring results ; and though, in his heart, he must have Imnwn 
that his position was little loss precarious l.han Ijefore the siege, it 
was moj'tifying to discover that the Hindu merchants in Kabul — - 
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a very important body of men — doubted liis ability to protect them. 
‘‘ You want more men,” they are reported to have said, “ if you 
are to hold Kabul and keep out the enemy. What are ten thousand 
to fifty. thousand ? Tliero mu.st bo twenty tliousand to guard Sherpiir 
and the city ; ” and as the additional ten ttiousand were slow in 
appearing, they willub'ew with their families mid |)rojierty to 
Peshawar.^ 

The changes that were being effected at Kabul and on the lino 
of communicationH might not be auHiciontly striking to restore the 
eonfidonee w'liich the events of the latter half of December had 
destroyed ; yet, notwithstanding the difficulties put in the ivay of 
movements of any kind by incessant .snowstorms, much was done 
during tlie months of January and February to strengthen the British 
position in Koithern Afghanistan. Batches of .sick and wounded — 
always a licavy burden on a small force in an enemy’s country — 
were sent off, week by -week, to India. Colonel 0. M. Maogrogor 
accompanied the first, commjs.sioned by Roberts to confer with 
Bright as to the diaiio.sition of trooji.s between .Jamrud and Lattaband, 
whicli station liad been reoccupied by the .‘h'd iSikhs, under Colonel 
Xoel Money, on the .31st of December. To repair the wear and tear 
of the campaign, and to relieve the strain on the food store, s, the 
12th Bengal Cavalry and tlie 14th Bengal Lancers marched for Pesha- 
war on the 6th of February ; - and a further economy in consumption 
was olitained by sending aw'ay u])wai'ds of a thousand transjiort 

1 '■ It may bo a small matter, after all, that these terror-atiickon Hindus (.uin 
their faces eastward.s ; but it should be reinonibeiod that, all through the 
troublous times of the Durani Dynasty, their forefatheus, and they themselves, 
have remained in Kabul, and they are only leaving the city now, because they 
do not believe in the power of the British to hold it against another army of 
.50,000 iifghans.” (Ilensman, pp. 292, 293.) 

2 ■' The loth, 12th, and 14th Bengal Cavalry are returmiig to India to repair 
the wear and teai' of the campaign, which has been very .sovoro on the cavalry 
am.” (Telegram Tinufi OoiTespondonl, of 24th January, 1880.) 
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animals, some to work in tlio Kliybor, some to be fitted wdth proper 
saddles at Pesliawar. Meanwhile, tlie Corninissariat JdejiartnK'iit, 
bproading its net fai- and wide, brought u]) tlic reserve of fond stuff 
to ;v fifty days’ supply 1)y Hvvoe])ing tlireo thousand slieep and four 
thousand live liundred eainel-loads of bliusa into cani]j’ ; and convoys 
of ammunition, wtii'in clutltiiig, rum, and dlial liad begun to arrive 
from India. To replace in some degree, tlie cavalry tliat had been 
dispensed witli, a Mounted Infantry Corp.s, consisting of three officers 
and one liundred and twenty men, was formed, and, with some diffi- 
culty, furnished ndth mounts ; and to provide for the defence of 
Iris now greatly oxtemled fortifications, Kir F. Itobert.s asked for a 
heavy battery, gurmer.s to man the catikired Afghan artillery, two 
additional Native Infantry regiments, and draft.s to bring up the 
strength of each of his original Infantry corps to eight hundred men. 
Ho also intimated that, at the first sign of tribal unrest, he should 
call up the moveable columns at ftandamak and Jellalabad, and 
wuirned the military authorities in India to Ireep .suilieient transport 
ready at Peshawar to eirable troops from the Reserve to i.alie the 
place of corps ndtlidrami from the line of eommimications. 

Tlioso authorities were ipiite as anxdous as the General at Kabul 
to inerease the strength of the iSIiorpnr garrison and to keep all the 
troops in the field in a state of efiicicncy ; but, from the first, they 
liad lieen uirable to equip one force with trairsport without robbing 
anothei', and qarly tliey had hegnn to tliscover that tliero was a limit 
to tlie number of meir at their disposal. 1 consider,” wrote Lord 
Lyttoir to the Secretary of State for India on the 9th of December, 

” that our greatest danger at the present moment (and it is, 1 think, 
a very real and imminent one) is the danger of wearing out our Native 
army. I do not think wo can employ Native troops for lengihenod 
periods beyond the North-West Frontier without serious risk of 
injury to their spirit. Wlrilo they ajre actually fighting, they will 
keep in fairly good heart, but what trios and disgusts them is picket 
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and eacort duty during the long, dead seasons of trans-frontier sei-vicc ; 
and the unpopularity of sucli duty amongst the Native troops is 
aggravated by the fact that tlio burden of it must unavoidaljly fall 
on them more heavily than on the Eiirojieans, ndio arc not so -svell 
able to stand exposure to the climated’ ‘ 

The logical outcome of this recognitioix of tlie necessary unpopu- 
larity of the war with the Native troops, an unjiopularity whicli 
was sliowing itself in sucli a deartli of reemits for the regiments in 
Afghanistan tliat, a little later, the drafts asked for by lioberts could 
not be furnished, and the C‘onunander-in-(Jliief had to recommend 
tliat men should be enlisted for service beyond the frontier at a higher 
rate of pay, ■with bonus and special pi'ivilegcs in respect of food and 
clotliing — tlic logical outcome of lias recognition of dangers ahead, 
would have been jiruposals for limiting the area in British occupation 
and bringing (he war as quickly as possible to a close. Instead of 
such proposals, how'cver, a comprehensive scheme for further opera- 
tions in Afghanistan was prepared early in Jumiary, under orders 
from the Governor-General in Couneii. He placed in Kandaliar by 
a Bombay Division, Hir Donakl Stewart’s h'oi’co was to start foi 
Kaljul at tlie lirst signs of approaching spring. At the same time, 
Roberts -was to \n'.sit Kohistan, and wlion lie luid .sulKciently overawed 

I Lm-d Lijiton's Indian Admini.slmlion, p. 2!M. 

In a telegram dated , January 2-tth, the Times' Kabul CorreKpondBul. rpfcri'ed 
as follu'vM to this serious cpiestion : — 

“ In considering tlm viirioiis shapes -which our future jiolicy in Afghanistan 
may lake,” so wrote General Vauglian, it is mo.st necessary to remember 
the enormous strain -whicli this and tlio preceding campaign have put upon 
tlio small Indian Native army, which no attempt has yet been inado to 
strengtlien, or even effectually recruit. Casualtie.s from battle and Biekness 
have greatly weakened the actual strcngtli of the regiments at the front, and 
though they have borne tlicir hardships with the utmn.st elieerfulneBR, there is 
no doubt that tlie men are longing to return to India, and -would grow di.ssalislicd 
if they thought their service here -w'ould be indefinitely prolonged. The Native 
regiments holding the lino of communications are also, in military phrase, much 
used up, the convoy and jiost duties being very aevere,” ; 
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that province, to iiiaich to Bamian, a valley m the Hindu Kuhh, 
on the direct route to Af/^haii Turkchtan, eight thousand four hundred 
and ninely-four feet above .sea-level, and a hundred and .seven miles 
from Kabid, from which city it is sepai'ated by three mountain ranges, 
travei'ised by difficult and dangerous passes, which at that .season 
of the year would still bo deep in .snow'. What he was intended to 
do there i.s not clear, but taking into account the week.s that would 
have been consumed in getting there, and that he had to he back 
at iSlierpur early enough to support fciir 1). Stewart on lii.s arrival 
at tlliazni low'ards the ctwl of Ajiril, it i.s eertain that beyond frighten- 
ing the inhabitant.s of the few poor village, s on the wary thiblier and, 
perhaps, (‘.Ktracting from them some scanty .supplie.s, his o.xpcdition 
could have for its only rosulis the de.stniction of a large amount of 
transport and the exhaustion of a con.si(lcrable pioportion of hi.s tronp.s. 
Mcanwdiile, as soon as the snow had melteil on the Mhutargardan, 
a lb)rce was to match to Kabul from the Kurain ; a (Jolinnn Jroin 
the Khybcr line \vas to operate, against the Gliilzais in the Laghman 
Valley ; and, should the ACridrs give trouble, tlio Reserve Division 
was to furnisli troops to pay that visit to the Btirah aircl Tirah Valleys 
which iSir J'''redericlc Maude had found iuipraetieahle tlie pi'evion.s 
year. 

This fiU'-rcacliiug plan received the sanctitm of the Indian Govern- 
jiieiit only to shrink into meagro xwoportions at the first oontitot 
with the reality of thing.s. yir F. Rohorts, quite ready to undertake 
the proposed operations in Kohistan and Bamian, had to point out 
that hef(jre doing so he must, owing to the vastly increased area 
covered by his fortifications, withdraw all his troop.s from iSherpur 
and distribute them between the Bala Hls.sar and an ontrenehed 
camp to be created on the Slab Bang Heights. Watson’s troops 
and transport ^ proved on investigation to be so wealrened by disease 


1 Nearly a half of his trEmspoit was non-olleotive. — H. B. H, 
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aa to Ik' incafiabk' of fuiukluiig a ooliuiHi .sti'ong enough to iiglit its 
way over the iSliutfii'gardnn ; and every w lioj-e, evccept at. Ivaiidaliar, 
deficiency of beasts of burden put a veto on tbo projected inovnunents 
— an unpleasarct truth, wliieli Sir JMicfmel Kennedy brouglit lionic 
to tin' anthni's of tho hcbeine in a very plainly Nvoided Meinorandinn 
of the 10th February, 1880: — 

“it is obviously an easy matter,’' so wrote the luspector-tleiieral 
of Transport, “ to detail on paper a given forc(', and to project that 
it shall operate at a given time and in a givmn duection ; but unless 
it is also clearly and satisfactorily ascertained and determined wliel/her 
the transport exists, or can be brought into existence, for moving 
and supplying such a foico, actual results attained may not correspond 
with those that were intended.” . . . “ T have now to consider,” so he 
went on, “ how far the transport at disposal will meet tho demands 
entailed bj' tho jn'oject of operations. . . . Owing to the cxi.stenco 
of some doubt — 1st. as to the exact amount of transport needed, 
the epantity of sujtplies to he provided for each section of the forces, 
either to he mohilized or left in garrison, not having been given ; 
and 2nd, as to the correct allowance to be made for casiialLies of all 
sorts and from all causes among the transport itself — all that can 
be done is to frame an approximate estimate. . . . The net results 
are as follows ; — tho Kabul Force, as projected, is deficient in trans- 
port to the extent of about 1,000 camels (or 2,000 mules) ; but this 
deficiency can no doubt be .supplied before the time for action 
arrives. 

“ The 2nd and 3rd Divisions in the Kliyber and the lines of 
communication are sufficiently provided for, ’So long as the Koochi 
carriage (hired carriage) can be depended on for general transport ; 
but should the Kooehis leave, as they may be expected to do in 
April, the Khyber line will then be deficient to the extent of 2,600 
camels. 

“ The Kuram Force, whose wants, since General Roberts 



PREPARATIONS FOR A SPRING CAMPAIGN 281 


advanced in September last, have always been postponed to those 
of other forces, is ch'licicnt in transpoi't ; and if it were necessary 
t(i efpiip fully this column, with which it is proposed General 
Watson should advance, it would absorb all the transport avail- 
able, and none v\a)ukl be left for the troops in garrison or holding 
the line.” 

This “ approxiinato estimate ” put an end to the advance of a 
Knrara column, and to all further talk of, at present, invading the 
Laghman Valley, or of lifting the “ purdah ” from Barah and Tirah ; 
and when it was discovered that, in.stead of a deficiency of a thousand 
camels at Kabul, General Roberts would require to be furnished with 
five thousand two hundred and fifty camels, or their equivalent in 
ponies and mules, in addition to his transport at Kabul and Peshawar 
and what he could purchase on the spot, the expeditions to Kohistan 
and Bamian were also abandoned, leaving nothing remaining of tho 
original scheme except tho advance of the Kandahar Porcc, and tho 
support to be afforded to it by Roberts, which, at Sir D. Stewart’s 
request, was to be rendered, not at Ghazni, but at Sheikabad. ‘ 
Stewart himself was to go on to Kabul and assume the command 
of all the forces in and around that city, but his Givi.sion was to 
occupy the Logar Valley ; and as it was thonglit probable that it 
might have to pass the summer <at Ali Khel or on the Peiwar Moun- 
tain, Watson was insti-uoted to collect in the Kuram six months’ 
supplies for five thousand European and ten thousand Native trooi).s. 
whilst, with a view to some contingency that might call for different 
dispositions, Roberts wa.s ordered to store at Kabul a three months’ 
supply of food and a reserve of six hundred rounds of ammunition 
per man for a like number. The collection of the transport needed 

i. When it was found that Watson’s Force was too weak to move, it was 
decided that Roberts should occupy Kushi and the Shutargardan, with a view 
to opening up the ICiuam route ; but this movement had to be countermanded,— 
H, B. H. 
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for the eonvcyancc of these .siipjilics and of the baggage of fresh corps 
sent up to Kabul, added If) tliat required for the equipment of the 
Resej'vu" Division, equal to ten thousand camel- povv'er,^ inflicted sei’ious 
damage on the agrieultui'ists and traders of India ; and it was cleEir 
that so long as the occupation of Afghanistan continued, there could 
be no end to tho calls made upon the waning rc.sourucs of the country, 
'■ Day by day,” so ^\'rote Hir Michael Kennedy in his Su})ply and 
Transport Report, “ it had become more difliciilt to obtain suitable 
transport. The Dunjal) liad been swept ami re-sw('pt, and veiy 
few animals could l)C obtained elsewhere. It .seemed a.s if the military 
exigencies would not cease until the country had been entirely de- 
nuded ; and animals had to ))e sought from very distant Iocalitie,s 
— at Benares and stations in Bengal, and oven from Darjiling. Prices, 
of ooni'.se, rose in corrc.sj)ondenco with fresh demands ; l)ut what 
was vvor.so, it became absolutely nec!es.sary to accept largo nu minors 
of ]oony mares, w Inch would have been better left in the country 
for breeding purposes, and also many animals, mulo.s, ponie.s, and 
camels, that were younger thii,u they ought to have been, to tit them 
for hard work with troop.s in the field.” “ 

A large part of the heavy mortality prevailing among the trans- 
port animals was doubtles.s due to the immaturity regretted by iSlr 
M. Kennedy ; but sore backs and Jiiange, from which .so many .suf- 
fered — out of the eleven thousand two liundrcd and sixty-four bea.st.s 
of Inirden at Roberts's dispo.sal by the end of March, sixteen hundred 
and twenty-five, or fifteen per cent., were incapacitated principally 

1 “ This amount of carnage was oomplotod on the 13th of Tebruaiy, 1880 ; 
Vmfc as neither tho political nor military situation Ihon admitted of any ro- 
laxalion of efforts, and as it wiis considered necosuary to make provi.sion for the 
equipment of a further reserve — also to have a supply of animals alw.ays ready 
in hand to make good the heavy drain of casualties in eon, stunt progress— a further 
call for 10,000 camel-power was made on the 24th February, 1880.” (Sir' Michael 
.Keimedy’s Report on Supply and Transport, p. 8.) 

2 Ibid. 
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from tbesr t^v•o cauhc'n — M'Oj-n aUrilnitablc to clcfccLivo gear, bad 
loading, and poor or inbuflicicnl fond.' 

Early in March, tho (lomintuider-in-C'liief I'coi'ganized tiio trooj^s 
on ilio Khybcr line and toolc the control of them out of Robert, s's 
hands ; Major-dcnc'ral Brlglit being apjiointeil I'usjiector-CIcneral of 
(Jominunioaii(jns, and instrircted to re])ort in fiituro to Army Head- 
Quarter.s, instead of, as in the past, to Kabul. The line over which 
liis authority e.vtendcd was divided into thi'ce sections. 

1. It’ruiu Jami'iid to Basawal, inclusive, under Brigadioi'-t4eneral 
W. A. (lib. 

2. Eroni lla.savval to Bated Sang, but not inclusive of ciihej', 
under Bi'igadier-Gcnoi'al J. Doran. 

3. Eroni Safod Sang to Dntkhak inclusive, under Brigadier- 
General R. S. Hill. 

Tdio nujveablo columns at Jcllalabad and Gandainak wore placed 
under tho coinmand of Brigadicr-Gc'neral C. G. Arhutlmot ; tho 
troops belonging to the Rc'servo Divi.sion were alisorbed into the 
forci',s holding the line of eoinnnirucation.s ; and Brigadier-General 
G. U. Hankin was temporarily ap^jointed to the Pi'shawar District. 

At the same time, by order of the Coniiminder-in-Ghief, the Kabul 
Eorce wa.s divided into two Divi.sions ; the lat under Sir E. Boberts’s 
immediate command, the 2nd under Major-General J. Rosy, late 
commanding the Reserve at Po.shawar ; the supreme control of tho 
whole Ixhng vested in tlie first-named ofiieer. Brigadior-Uoneral 
Hugh Gough was appointed to tho command of thes Cavalry Brigade, 
vice Dunham Massy recalled, and tho bst and 2nd Infantry Brigades 
of the newly formed Divi.sion ware assigned re.spcctive]y to Brigadior- 

' Roberts complained that tho tranei ort of incoming regimeiilB arrived far 
more frequently with sore backs tJian the cattle on convoy duly. .Probably the 
latter started in better oondilaon, and it was easier to regulate their marches ; 
also, ooinmissariat packages are less diflicnlt to adjust than regimental baggage, 
consisting of articles of every size, shape, and weight. — H, R. H. 
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Genprak W. Robeilw and (’harJes Gough. Tlie following staff-officers 
were appouit('d to i'oss’.s Division : — 


liliijor W. J. Boyps . . . Aaiislant Adjutnnt-Geiieral 

Captain the Tloii. C. Dutton . AsHistaut Quartej'mastev-Genei'al. 
(Jolonel C. K. O. Ih^ans to tlio command of Doyal Artillory. 
Lieutcnanl-Coloucl D. Gnioncl to (ho coiiiimuifl of Koyal Engineers. 


During the latter half of the utonlh of March the Kabul Force 
was brought up to a sirengtJt of over twelvu' tliousand men by the 
arrhuil of the under-named rcinforccment.s ; — 


21 til Punjab Infantry 
■tutli Sikli.9 
IVtli Beugnl Cavalry 
27th Punjab Infantry 
Ko. (i-8 Koyal Artilleiy (so 
yid Bengal Cavalry . 


. Lieutenant-Colonel F. B. Norman. 

. Lieutenant-Colonel F. M. iirmstrong. 

. Lieutenant-Colonel T. J. Watson. 

. . Lieutenant-Colonel 0. .1, Hughes, 

row mountain guns), Major T. Giaham. 

. . Lieutcmuit-CDlonel A. It, D. Mackenzie. 


Tbe.se troops ivere followed ou tlie 5th of Ajiril by tbe heavy 
battery 10-13 Royal Artillery, escorted by drafts for the British 
regiments at the front and tbe men of the Garrison flattery 1 2-0 Royal 
Artillery, sent from Attock in rc.spoii.se to Rolierts’s request for gunners 
to man the captured Afghan guns.* 

All through January and Fobrnary and well into March, tJie 
weather had been veiy severe, heavy Biiow.storma following eaoli 
oilier in quick succession ; then rain fell, the snow melted, dull, cloudy 
skies gave place to bright sunshine, hill and vale were suddenly clothed 
in a profn.sion of spring flowers, and in the Sherjnir cantonment all 
was oneo again cheerfulness and activity. The Cavalry, accompanied 
by the Mounted Infantry, reconnoitred unopposed towards Argandeh 
and Charasiab ; and on the Siali Sang Heiglits by Roberts’s orders 

- 1 Part of the road over the Lattaband Pass had. to be remade to allow of the 

passage of the Heavy Battery, the original gradients being too steep. ^ — H. B. H. 



PREPARATIONS FOR A SPRING CAMPAIGN 285 

Ross assembled the troops that wore to march to yheikahad in support 
of Stewart’s advance from Ghazni, consisting of 


4 (iiins 0-S Royal Aitilloiy (screw guns), Major T. Oraliam. 

0 (Jutis No. 4 IlaKava Moimtain Rattcry, Capfaiii A. Rroadfnnt. 

1 Squadron Otli Lancets . . Captain tlie ffon. JI, Leggc. 

Jiiil Bengal Cavaliy . . . Lienlt'nant-Coloncl A. R. I). Mntjkciizic. 

2 Sqnadi'Ona ,‘Jid [’uiijah Oavairy Major A. Vivian. 

Otli koot Colonel W. Datmi. 

23rd Rinneura .... Lieutenant-Colonol IT, Collett. 

24th I’linjab Infantry , . Lieutenant-Colonel k. B. Norinan. 

4fh Gnrldias .... Liciitenant.-Colonel F. F. How'crnft. 

No. 3 Cutnpany Saipiers and Miners, Jjicutenaal Jl. Dove. 

'Lolal strength— 1(1 Ciins, 850 Baltres, and 2,700 Rifio9. 


Besides a limited quantity of .store.s for its own u.se, the column 
was to carry with it a ten day.s’ supply of .sugar, tea, and rum for 
General Stewart’s troojos. 

No news had been received from the latter General since shortly 
after leaving Khelat-i-Gliilzai ; but, as it was known that he e.vpocted 
to 1)0 at Ghazni on the 21st of Ajtril, Eo.ss started on the Idtb, halted 
the first night at Killa Kazi, the second at Argandeli, and on the ISth 
entered Mnidan, where he encamped for two days, whilst foragers 
scorned tho valley, taking forcible pof3.se.s.sion of tlie little grain and 
fodder that had remained to the inhabitants after Baker’s November 
raid. The -wholo population showed itself fiercely hostile, and Bahadur 
Khan, whose villages had been destroyed on the former occasion, 
gave such signs of his dotorininatioTi to resist these new despoilers 
that Charles Gough moved out of camp on the IDth, with a strong 
force, blew up tho towers of the recalcitrant villages, and succeeded 
in bringing in the confiscated supplic.s wdtliout actual bloodshed. 

Rumours reaching Ross that large numbers of Logaris were gatliei'- 
ing to attack him in flank, and rear, he despatched recoraroitring 
parties to try to discover the truth of the report. Only one of these 
parties was fired on, the shot wounding a. mim and his horse, but 
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all vf'tunifd without having obtained any ti'iistwoi'thy information. 
Meaimhile circniiKstantial aocounte of tlic iiio\ emcnt, ot wliioh Ma- 
homed Hu.ssan Khan, late (Governor of Jellalabad, vva,-. tlie leader, 
had 1)0011 eariicd to Kabul, on receipt of wliicli Sir K. Kol)erts sent 
rait Colonel Jenkins to occupy Charasiab, witli a view to liolding in 
check the hostile gatheiing, wliieh was threatening Ross’s euin- 
munication.s. Jenkins ’.s troo])s eonsi.sted of 

2 (Juris U'-A PiOyal Iloi.-^e Aitilleiy, bieuteniliit J. H. Wodchouse. 

2 Kquadrons Guides C'.ivalry . bieiitouiint-Colonel Cl. Stovvart, 

2()() Jtiilos 92nd IlighlLinden . Major G. S. White, 

li«i Pvillcs Guides Inl.intry . LieuituauV -Colonel Pv, h. P. P. Cavnxibell, 

an inaderpiate force, con.sidering tlie distance of Oliarasiab from 
iSheijuir and tlu' uncertainly as to the strength of the (sncniy. 

( In the fir.st night Jenkins cneaniped at Ben-i-H issar, and on the 21 at 
took np a, position about a mile and a half in advance of Charasiab, and 
about the .same distance ca.st of the site occuiiicd by Sir F. Roberts '.s 
canipi on the Otli of October, 1871*, but facing in tlie opjiosite direction 
— south, instead of north.' To Ihe right of the camp lay terract^d 
fields, dotted ov('r with .small forts, and at the distance of about 
fifteen hundred yarils, a range of high hills .swejjt round its left and 
front. One of these hills Jenkins occuxiied the .same evening \sdth a 
strong pickc't of the (hiidcs -, hut the next day a reconnoitring party 
di.scovcrcd that the liighe.st peak of all, the spiir.s of which run right 
down to the road, was in the po.ssession of the enemy. The 2f!rd 
and 24tli pa.ssed without incident ; but, at 2 o’clock on the morning 
of tlie 2.5th, a friendly Midlik canv? into camp to warn it.s comniaiider 
that the enemy had moved to Safed 8ang and ivere now only .six 
mile.s off. .Jenkins at once took inca.stireH to fore, stall attack. By 
his orders, whilst the camp was still wrapped in. darkness, the ( kiidos 


8ec, Sketch Map, p. 65. 
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InfiUitiy fell in in fiunt of Lhcir Lents, ready to support a strong 
cavalry patrol which had gone out to recoimoitro towards tjafed 
iSang, At the same time a picket of the Guides started off to occupy 
its usual post of obsoi'v'ation on the south-eastern hills ; but before 
it could rruich its destination, day broke, disclosing a large body of 
Afghans seattcu'od along the heigirts, and it had no choice but tr) 
return to camp. A little later, firing \va.s heard to the south, and 
pi'esently the cavalry patrol was observed .steadily retiring, followed 
by a considerable, body of tribr'snien. 

At the ffivst intimation of the enemy’s close proximity, all the 
trooprs had been got under arm.s, and when the tents had been struck 
and loaded up, the laden baggage animal, s were withdramr behind 
a detached hill, nearly a mile in rear of camp, the summit of which 
rvas occuiued by a company of tlie Guides and half a company of 
Highlanders, commanded by Caprtain Hon. J. vS. Napier of the latter 
corps ; whilst twenty Rides of the Guides under Lieutenarrt M. ('. 
Gooke-Collis, posted in a small fort about a thousand yards westward, 
not only fulfilled their immediate purpose, but providrid for an oideiij^ 
retreat in the event of the, whole force having to fall bnclc. To meet 
a front attack, Jenkins deployed two companies of Highlanders, 
under Major White, across and to the right of the Logar roatl ; five 
companies of tiie Guide.s, under Captain A. G. Hammond, prolonging 
the lino on the left, with both flanks thrown back, ready to meet 
any movement from the \vc.st or east. A kare?., or underground 
watercour.se, gave some cover to the infantry, but as Jenkins had 
no reserve, and only two companies of Highlanders and one of Guides 
in support, ho had to keejr the cavalry for’ hours under a galling fire, 
a trying ordeal, which the men bore w'ith o.xemplary courage and 
discipline, constantly moving round and r’ound in the small space 
to which they were confined, in order to disconcert the enemy's aim. 

Soon, three thousand Afghans, under a lieavy fire from the British 
guns and rifles, were w'orking their way down the hillsides ; some 
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of the boldest planting their standards -within one and t^yo Imndred 
yards of the Highlanders and Sikhs. “ At ono uiomont/' so wrote 
an otficor -who took part in the light, “ they rose ujr all round with 
a shout, and threatened tu break over us like a great wave. Men 
felt for their pistols, and instinctively tightened their grip on their 
swords ; but it turned out that oven tho Gluixis down lielow were 
in no hurry to face the bayonets of our .slender fighting line ; and 
tlie human froth above subsided as (juickly as ii, had riKsen.” ' 

But meanwhile the Afghans who had driven in the Cavalry, 
had been joined by many bands of tribesmen, .summoned from di.stant 
villages, and now began to extend their left with tire object of out- 
flanking the British troop.s and getting in their rear. To check this 
movement, which, if successful, would have rendered the position 
untenable, Jenkins hurried ofl' Lieutenant E. D. H. Da,ly with a troop 
of Guides Cavalry to seize a ruined fort about 1,200 yards on the 
right rear of the spot where the Britisli camp had stood ; and, as 
the enemy continued to pre.ss on, ho despatched a detachment of 
the Guides Infantry, under Subadar Shere Sing, to Daly's assistance. 

By tbi.s time the .Afghans, whose numbens bad grown from three 
to live tltou.sand, were occupying the .segment of a huge circle, extending 
from a point in the liilLs cast of the British po,sition, directly oiiposite 
to the detached hill behind whicli the baggage had found shelter, 
right round to the enclosures and gardens of Charasiab. Their front 
wa.s covered by a cloud of .skirmishers, so skilfully hidden as to ofl'or 
no mark to the British sharpshooters. Their dispo.sitions and tactic.s 
forliade all movement on Jenkins’s pai-t ; for, had he attempted a 
eounter-attaok to clear his front, the tribesmen on his flanks would 
have closed in on his rear, cutting his force in half and severing his 
communication with Sherpur. 

About 8 a.m. the two guns, which so far had been firing over the 


i Kuram, Kahili, anil Kandahar, by Lieutenant C. Cl. Bobortaon, pp. 180, 181, 
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heads of the troojis from a ]:)ositjon ■within the late camping ground, 
fl’ithdrcnr some four lumdred yards to an embankment which afforded 
them good cover, and from 'wliicli Ihey could lire freely in all direc- 
tions ; and isomo hours later, udicn Jenkinf, saw that his Infantry 
were equal to liolding the enemy in check, ho sent back the Cavalry, 
W'luch had had many casualties — now a man, now a horse falling 
wounded or dead — to form up in rear of the Artillery. Before that 
time, lie had received the welcome assurance that help was on the 
■\vay. He had heliograplicd a description of the state of things in 
the Logar Valley to the signalling station on the Parwaza Heights 
the moment tlic sun rose above the eastern hills ; and between 9 and 
10 a.m, he sent a second message, reporting that he liad had three 
men killed, seven wounded, and that though he was holding his own 
well, the enemy was being reinforced. To this second message he 
received tire reply that a relieving force under General Macpher.son 
had already loft cantonments. 

Tlie nows of tfenkins’s unpleasant ])rpdicamont reached yiierpur 
at an inopportune moment. A few days before, spies had reported 
that a large body of KoliLstanis — some six or eight thousand men — 
luid assomhled near the ruins of Port Baba Kusblcar, and from tho 
Governor of Kohistan, fc'hahbaz Khan, came in a nrmour that Mir 
Bacha was intending to take Sherpur by a coup de main. To strengthen 
the garjison, much weakened Iry the despatch of expeditionary forces 
to b'heikabad and Gliara.siab, Roberts at once drew in a jticket of 
100 men of the 2f>lh Punjab Infantry, wliich had been po.stcd in 
the Pai Minar Pass to watch the road into Koh Daman, replacing 
it by a troop of cavalry. At the same time he estahlisliod signalling 
parties on many commanding points to keep a good look-out in all 
directions, manned the ten blocldiouses on the Behraaru Heights, 
and strengtiioned the guards at all the entrances to oautonmonts. 
It was a serious matter to -weaken a force which seemed on tho eve 
of being itself besieged ; but at nil risks, Jenkins and his troops must 

19 
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be rescued from their perilous position, so Maepherson was ordered 
to get togotlier a column of eighty-four saljres and nine hundred and 
sixty-two rifles, W'hieh was to he supported by a part of the Cavalry 
Brigade under Mugh (toughd Baker’s Brigade, had to furnish the 
troops required to ]'C]3lare those withdrawn from the Resei've in the 
Behmaru (forge, from the defence of the eastern end of the Behmaru 
Heights, tire iSiah Sang plateau, and the Asmai Heights ; and this 
change of garrison caused considerable delay, l)ut, at nine o’clock, 
Maepherson marched ont of Sheipnr witlr — 

4 Chins No. 2 ilouritaiii Batteiy . Major G. Swinley, 

275 Rillcs 02nd fliglilanrterh, . Li('utonant-( 'oloiicl G. JL. Parkor, 

Ci.’iS Rifles 45tli Sikhs . . Lieuionaiit-Colunel P. M. Armstrong, 

and at tlic Bala Hi.ssar was joined by — 

129 Ritle.'i 2nd Gurklia.s .... C'a])taiii W. Hill, 

2 Screw Guns Ideulonanl A. P. Liddell, 

So Sabres 3rd Puiijah Cavalry . . . LieuLonaivt T,. S. H. Baker. 

Hi.s instructioirs were to drive oft’ the enemy, and, that accom- 
plished, to return to Kabul, bringing with him Jcnliins’s force, whilst 
Hugh (lough who followed in .supjrort, vrith — ■ 

■1 Cnns Royal Horse Artillery, 

1 Troop 9tli Liiucors, 

2 Scinadron.s 17fh Bengal Cavalry, 

1 Wing 2StIi Puajalj Tiifantry, 

wa.s directed to aivait orders at Bcn-i-Hi.ssar. 


* “Since the anxious days of Decoiuber, no such rxeitement had been felt 
in Sherpur as that of yesterday morning, ivlicn it became known that tlie High- 
landei'H and Guides were hotly engaged beyond the Sang-i-Nawishta defile, and 
that General Mnepherson wag ordered to march to their aaaistanoc,” (Henaman, 
p. 380.) 
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Marching rapidly, Macphcraon’s troops emerged about noon from 
the Sang'i-Navvislita Gorge, and, leaving tvo companies of the 46th 
Sikhs to hold the defile, ])roRsed on towards a lo\v ridge which crossed 
the valley at right angles to the road, from the summit of which, 
illumined by the bright spring sunshine, a strangely beautiful view 
opened out before them. Below, almost within rifle shot, a. long, 
thin line of British and Native soldiers, in front and at either end 
of which, clouds of Afghan skirmishers swarmed and buzzed ; above, 
the slopes of the hills, crowded with tribesmen, clustering round scores 
of gaudy standards ; little iiuds of smoko from rifle and matchlock 
floating in the air, or clinging to bushes and fruit trees ; shells from 
the artillpj'y gun.s flying over the heads of friends to burst among 
hidden foes ; behind the guns, a group of tired horeomon, motionless, 
watchful, alert ; and near at liand, behind a sheltering hill, the laden 
baggage animals and their anxious drivoi’s. 

At a glance Maepherson took in all the military features of the 
scene, and without a pause moved on towards Charasiab, the Gurkhas 
under Captain Hill searching the encloKSures and irrigated ground 
ahead, and rejoining the coluimi as it issued from a screen of willow 
trees, about eleven hundred yards from the centre of Jenkins’.s posi- 
tion. MacxJhei'son’.s first act, as Commander of the whole force, 
was to order Jenkins ts baggage back to Plicrpur ; Iiis second, to 
examine carefully the enemy's jiosition and decide upon attacking 
the Afghan left and rolling it up, a movement ivhich, if successful, 
must leave their centre entirely exposed. To Jenkins, who had now 
joined him, he explained his plan ; but, when the former assured 
him that with a little assistance he could break uj) the enemy in 
his front, he modified it so far as to reinforce his subordinate with 
three companies of the 46 bh Wilshs, under Colonel Armstrong, cautioning 
him, at the same time, not to move until the right attack had been 
fully developed. 

The Gurkhas were quickly engaged with the enemy, the 95nd 
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Highlanders .supporting them on the left ; they, in their turn, being 
covered by the -15th Sikh.s ; and the .screw and mountain guns, 600 
yards in the. rear, protecting the whole advance. Among the many 
standard.? dotting the terraced fields to the south of (Jharasiab, one, 
conspicuous by its ccntr.al po.sition and gaudy colouring, caught 
Macplior,sonts eye, and he sent hi.s orderly officer. Captain A. I). 
M'Gregor, to tell Hill to make straight for it and take the po.sition 
with the bayonet. Hill shouted the Generahs orders to his men, 
and in a moment the Gurkhas, abandoning cover, rufshed forward and 
flung themselve.s on the Afghans, uho broke and fled, leaving the 
flag in the victors' hands. Following up their .succe.s.s, the Gurkhas 
now drove the whole of the enemy’.? left wing up the hilLs overlooking 
the hamlets of Charasiah ; and, whilst the Ilighlandera cleared thei 
numerou.s oi'chards in which his .skirmishers had established them- 
selves, Jenkins, seeing that the moment for him to take action had 
come, fell upon the tribesmen on his left and iir bi.s front ; Armstrong, 
with two companies of the Guides, supported by three companies of 
the 45th 8ikhs, storming the heights to tlio ea.st of the British po.sition, 
and the wing of the 92ncl Highlander.? and the ir'siduo of the Guides 
falling upon the trihe.smcn holding the plain and hills to the south. 
At .sight of hill and vale sv^-arining with fugitives, the Cavalry and 
Horse Artillery galloj)cd forward in hot pursuit, folloAving the flying 
foe for four miles up the Logar Valley, whilst Macj)herson cleared 
them out of the hills in which they had taken refuge, and th-ovo them, 
disorganized, into the Chardeh Valley ; then, making a dotour, he 
returned through Childukhteraii to the British camjr, whore by 
4 p.in. the whole of his and Jenkins’s troops had roa.s.semhied, 
and where, on arrivmg from Sherpur a little later. Sir Frederick 
Koberts congratulated them in person on their good day’s work, 
The order to retire wa.? then given, and by 8 jj.ra. the united force.? 
marched into Cantonments. 

Maepherson e.?timated that the Afghans liad lost two hundred. 
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killed, and that they had probably a much larger number wounded. 
The British losses arc shown in the following table ; — 


COltONEL JENKINS’S EOfWJE. 


Wounded 

E-A RoYAC AitTII.LERY-, 

. 1 man. 

1 follower. 

Killed . 
Woiuided 

Guides Cavalry. 

2 

. 13 

Wouudoil 

Wtvo fl’inn Hmiii,ANnEB,s. 

. 3 

Killed . 
Woiuidod 

ChriDES Infantry. 

. 1 

. !) 


GENERAL MACPHERSON’S EOKCE. 


No. 2 MouN'nuN Baiu'ery, 

Wounded 1 

Wrea 02Nn HionuANDEBS. 

Killed 1 

Wounded 3 

45th SiKifs. 

Wounded 3 


Toxau Losses. 

4 men killed, 34 wounded. 

10 horses ^ killed, 8 wounded. 

Meanwhile Roas, to protect whose rear Jenkins had run the risk 
of being himself overwhohned, had accomplished the object for which 
he had boon sent out. Leaving Maidan on the 21st, he marched 


1 Including 4 officers’ ohargeis. 
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five miles to Killa Durain, and the next day nine miles to Sir-i-tup ; 
and on the way tliither, whilst tlic head of the column was halting 
on some high ground that, overlooked a long stretch of valley leading 
nji to the iSher-i-Dalian (Lion’s mouth) Pa.ss, a bright light flashing 
from its summit told that Sir Donald Stow ait’s Division, of which for 
many days there had been no news, waiS safe and near at hand. Cap- 
tain E. Straton quickly got his own heliographic instrument to woi'k, 
and wdien hi.s message hud been ackno^wledgcd there followed, letter 
by letter, Stewart’, s Desjiatch, telling of liis siicce.ssful march and 
giving details of the action at Ahmed KlrcL* This was at once sent 
off to Kabul, and, thcnco, telegraphed to Simla and repeated to 
England. Tlie story told in it w'as one to fill men’s minds, botli 
in India and at home, 'witb jnide in their countrymen's courage and 
endurance ; but, arriving in England at a time when the coirntry 
was in the bustle and turmoil of a general election, it attracted very 
little al.lontion. 


Observation.'-: 

Observation I. The second action of Chara.siab omplia&ize.s the 
truth so frequently insisted on in these jiages, that it is bad .strategy 
to isolate a small body of troop.s at a long distance from support. 
Jenkins’s Eoroe was little stronger than a Battalion of British infantry 
brought up to its war strength ; his camp was pitched twelve and 
a lialf mile.s from its base, and dhdded from it by the dangerous 
Saiig-i-Xaw'Lshta defile and the city of Kabul, w'ho.se turbulent in- 
habitants would have tried to cut his line of retreat if the garrison 
of Shorpiir had been occupied in defending itself against the Kohistanis. 
It was necessary to protect Ross’s rear, but tliis should not have 

1 * The distance lioliographod this day was considerable, being uinvards of 
fifty miles, the instrument working on tho hill cenamanding the h‘her-i-Dahn 
Pa.ss, above Ghasoii.” (Duke, j). 323.) 
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boon done by sending tlie supporting column to Charasiab, twenty-one 
miles from Maidan, with a high, rugged range of lulls and tlie Kabul 
River between the two camps, but to the Argandcli Pass. Established 
there, no enemy would have dared to iienetrate between two British 
forces only .seven miles apart, and not only would Jenkins’s lino of 
retreat have been assured, bat he vvoidd have been well placed to 
co-operate with Roberts in the event of the Kohi.stani,s attacking 
Sherpur. A glance at the .strategical map. Chapter will show 

how impossible it would have been for Jenkins to prevent ilahomcd 
Hassan cutting Ros.s’.s communications, if the Afghan General had 
elected to go forward in.stead of falling back ; liow groat the risk 
to which he would have exposed his troo])s, if ho had attempted to 
follow tho Logaris into Maidan. 

OBST 3 RVATION II. Tlic socoiid actioii of Charasiab was a hi'illianb 
affair, most creditable to the commanders and troops ; but the excellent 
tactic, 9 which turned what might have been defeat into .success, do 
not exon, sc the false strategy, which compelled Jenkins to fight at 
so great a di,sadvantage. 


I Page 174. 



CHArTER XXV r 


Sir Dojiald Stewart’s I.ast Days in Kandahar 

PoR two days after receiving the order to stand fast at Kandahar, 
8ir ])(mald 8to\vart was left without any oflicial infoi’ination as to 
the events which had brought about so groat a cliaiige in tlic plans 
of the Government of India ; but rumours current in the bazaars 
of a military revolt at Kabul, of which both Cavagnari and the Amir 
had Ijoen the victims, prepared him for the nows of the massacre of 
the British Mission, wliich reached him on the 7th of September, 1879. 
The troops on the spot at once returned to cantonmoirts ; the regiments 
on tlic way to Quetta, ha.stily recalled, marched in on the Sth, and 
everything in and about the city soon wore its usual aspect, except that 
the Afghan Governor, Sher Ali, continued to occupy tlie citadel, whero 
he had taken up his residence on its evacuation by tlio British troojjs. 

Foreseeing that he would bo called upon to play a part in whatever 
plans the Indian Government iniglit l)o devising. Sir Ronald went 
quickly to work to prexsare liis Rivision to take the Held by laying 
in stores of grain and bhusa, and looking carefully to the eliiciency 
of his transport. The cxijected oi'dcr, sent off by the Commander’ 
in-Ghief on his own responssibility, arrived within a week. It bade 
Stewart prepare a force of such .strength as he might doom needful, 
hut including heavy guns, to march to Khelat-i-Ghilzai and from 
thence threaten Ghazni, thus diverting the Ghilzais’ attention from 
the Shutargardan and lessening the risks, to which Roberts must 
bo exposed in crossing that pass and advancing down the Logar 
Valley. In sanctioning this movement, the Government directed 

296 
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fliat the force to be employed should consist of three battalions of 
infantry in addition to artillery and cavalry ; tluit it should bo pro- 
vided with four \veoks’ &u])plics, and that tiro demonstration towards 
Ghazni should bo converted into a real movement upon that city, 
nitli a view to its oapturo and occupation. Tiro .scheme \va.s a wild 
one, altogether out of proportion to the .strength of the force assigned 
for it,s execution, and Stewart camrot have been sorry that lack of 
the transport rccjuired for the carrying of the supplies demanded 
by it, should have coiupclk'd its aliandonmenl. 

The R.xpeditionaiy Torec consLsted of 

AUTILLEltY. 

2 Ouirs 0-4 Kuyal Artillery . . Major Sir J. W. t'amjibt'll, Bart. 

3 Guns (Muiuitaiii) ll-ll Itoyal Artillery, Major N. H. JlarriB. 

‘2 Guns (Heavy) G-11 Boynl Artillery . Major J. A. Tilliird. 

Cavalry. 

2nd Pimjali Guvaliy .... Colonel T. G. Kennedy. 

Inr vxtry. 

iiflth Foot ...... Lieutenanl-Ooloncl J. Lawson. 

3rd Gurkhas Colonel A. Patterson. 

2Slth Bombay Infantry (2nd Baluchis) . Lieutenant-Colonel 0. V. Tanner. 

Total strength — 7 guns, 1,418 men, and 1,286 camp-followers. 

The Column, which was commanded by Brigadier-Genei'al E, J. 
Hughes, left Karulahar on the 23rd Septoniher and arrived unoxiposed 
at Kh(’lat-i-Ghilzai. Here Hughes remained inactive, wlrilst his 
agents were trying to get in supplies, till on the 141h of Ootober, two 
days after Sir P. Hoberts’,s public entry into Kabul, he received 
orders to reconnoitre a few' marches ahead. Leaving Colonel Tanner 
with two conii3anies 50th Foot, the 2nd Baluchis (less one hundred 
rifles), one troop 2nd Punjab Cavalry, and the two 40-pomiders to 
hold the place, he marched tow'ards Ghazni with the remainder of 
the troops. Once again there rvas no active opposition, hut the 
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tenaper of tlip people was hostile and their attitude unsettled. At 
Tazi, ihiiiy miles from Klielat-i-Ohilzai, where ho halted several 
days, Hughes learned that Sahib Jan, a noted freebooter, son of 
an influential Ghilzai C'hiff, at the head of a considerable gathering 
of tribesmen, was at Ghujan ready to disputes his advance. Judging 
it inexpedient to fall back before tlits menace, the Biiti.sh Commander 
determined to take the offensive. He knew that a portion of Sahib 
.Jan's force was at Shahjui, twelve and a half miles north-east of 
Tazi, and reckoned that, if he could surprise and surround the village 
before daybreak, all its occupants would fall into his hands. Accord- 
ingly at 1.30 a.m., on the 23rd of Getobor, he sent otf Colonel Kennedy 
with two mountain guns, a hundred and fifty sabres 2nd Punjab 
Cavalry, eighty rifles 59th Pool, and a hundred Baluchis, with ordc'rs 
to push forward as rapidly as the rugged nature of the country would 
permit, he himself, with the I'emaining troops, following in sup}Jort. 
The advanced guard had covered about teir mile.s when the guide, 
a fiiendly Ghilzai Hallik, called Kcriuody’s attention to a light at 
some distance ahead and warned him that it rvas the watch-fire of 
the enemy's outlying picket, po.sted two miles in advance of Shahjui 
to give notice of an enemy’s approach. This precaution left Kennedy 
but one chance of surprising the village, and that rvas to Itill or capture 
the entire 2 JEket, and tliis ho determined to attem^rt. Darkness 
favoured the enterprise, and Oa]rtain J. H. Broome, rvith a squadron of 
the 2ud Punjab Cavalry and a detachment of the Baluclris, would 
have carried it to a sucoe&.sfid conclusion if, just at the last, by some 
mistake, the Infantry had not fired into the outpost. The Cavalry 
in.stantly gallojred forward and .succeeded in cutting down five men ; 
but the roinaindc!' of the picket though pursued for more than a mile, 
made good it.s escajre to Shahjui. Aroused by the arrivirl of the 
fugitives, Sahib .Jan’s followers, some two hundred horse and seven 
hrmdred foot, streamed out of the village, evidently vuth the intention 
of attacking Broome, who, on halting, had taken up a position on 



STEWART’S LAST DAYS IN KANDAHAR 299 

a low Jiill to await the arrival of the infantry and guns. Fortunately 
those wore not far hohincl, and, at sight of them, the flhilzais came to 
a standstill and, on Kennerlj'-’.s throwing fonvard the ,'hlth Foot and 
bringing the guns into action, retreated to the north of the village. The 
cavalry and guns were let loo.se in pursuit, t.he orders to their com- 
mander, Major F. Lance, being not to charge iinle.s.s compelled to do .so, 
but to niananrvre on tho enemy’s dank in such vise as to break up 
their formation and give time for the infantry to get within rifle range, 
fn the rumiing fight that followed, the guns occa.sionally fired a few 
rounds, and tho cavalry, from time to time, dismounted and used 
their carbines ; but, vigorously as the pur.snit was pressed, tho Ghilzais 
at last got so far alread tliat they were able to re-form behind a hill, 
oir and around vliich they took up a very strong position. On the 
summit, approached over rough and difficult ground and crowned 
by the ruins of an old fort, some Glrazis, prepared, as Ghazis alway.s 
are prepared, to die at their post, had planted two .standards ; the 
main body of tho footmen held a ruined outwork at tho southern 
base of the hill ; and in ite rear the horsemen were drawn up ready 
to .sally forth u'hen their leader should judge that the moment for 
an attack had arrived. Lance, had just time to place one of his two 
squadrons, under Captain Broome, facing the enemy’.s po.sition, and 
to echelon the second squadron to cover the exposed flank of the 
first, wlien tlic Ghilzai cavmlry, led by Sahib Jan in person, dashed 
out from behind the hill and galloped down upon Broome, who, falling 
back in accordance with his instructions, drew them into the open, 
and then, facing about charged home, Lance, at the .same moment, 
falling on their flank. A hand-to-hand light, fierce but short, ensued, 
and when the Ghilzais took to flight they lei't their leader and fourteen 
of their comrades dead on the field. Broome, who had him.self cut 
down two of them, was badly wounded in tho hand and had Ids horse 
killed under him. Seeing the defeat of their cavalry, the footmen at 
tho base of the hill dispersed, and so rough was tho ground that no 
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pursuit w'as attempted, and they made good tircir csoajDO, carrying off 
with them their wounded, among them yahib Jan’s hrotlior, Sher Jan. 

\Vhen the guns and infantry canic up, Kennedy .sent Captain 
A. (Aselce to find out AvhetluT the summit of the hill wa.s .still lield. 
Gaaelee took Avith him his Native orderly, and lialf-way up the slope 
the quick ears of the latter caught the sound of voice.? and ho motioneil 
to his officer not to go further. G-asclec .soon satisfied himself that 
the man AA’as right, and, on hearing his report, Kennedy ordered 
Captain E. H. Sartoriu.s to clear the hill with hL.s comjjany of the 
69th Foot. Climlnng slowly np the zigzag path at tlio head of .some 
tAventy men, the remainder of the com]>any folloAving to keep doAvn 
the Chazia’ lire, Wartorins had just .set foot on tlio summit of tho 
hill Avhen its seven defenders flung themselves upon him, Avounding 
him severely in both hands and killing the soldier at his side. A 
moment later, they Avcrc overpoAvered and cut donm, dying bravely 
at their iJO,st. For his gallant leadership in tlii.s affair, yartorhi.s 
received the Victoria Cross. 

The Ghilzai losses in the above movement, beginning Avith the 
attack on, the picket to the south of Shahjui and ending Avith the 
ca,pture of the hill to the north of that village, Averc A^ery heavy, no 
less tlian fifty-six bodies being counted on the field. The British lo.sscs, 
which foil almost entirely on the cavalry, Avere also heavy. 


1 Private .... 

Killed, 

. 59111 Foot. 

Captain E. 11. Sartorius . 

^Youndfd, 

. 6!ith Foot. 

Captain J. H. Broome , 

• . • 

. 2nd Punjab Cavalry, 

Two Native Oflicovs , 

. * 

• fi >} 

Twenty-seven men . 


• jf if tf 


IIoirsEs. 

4 killed. 12 Avoundod. 

Total Casualties — 4 officers, 28 men, 16 horses. 
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On this occasion I’airly accurate information of the enoinyts position 
and plans had been obtained ; and the result of the action, tlie success 
of wliich due, in part, to General Hughes and Colonel Kennedy’s 
ju'omptitucle and, in part, to the adinii-ahle «'ay in uduch Major 
Lance and Captain Broome handled their two squadrons of the 2nd 
Punjab Cavalry, was less barren than is usually the case with fighting 
in Afghanistan, for large bodies of tribesmen on their way to join 
Sahib Jan, dispersed on hearing of bis defeat and death. 

On the return march to Shalijui, Kennedy met the main body 
of the Brigade and returned -with it to Tazi. TJio demonstration 
had served its purpose, and in obedience to orders from Head-Quarters 
tiio troops withdrew to Kholat-i-Ghilzai on the 29th of October, and 
on the 2nd of November, leaving Tanner to hold the fortress with 

2 Ouas G-1 Royal Arlilleiy, 

2 Sfoimtain Gnus 11-11 Royal Arfillery, 

1 fSquadron 2nd Punjab Cavalry, 

2 Companies 59th Root, 

29th Bombay Infantry (2nd Baluchis), 

Hughe, s marched for Kandalwr, ivlierc he arrived on the 8th. 

Life was dull iir Kandahar after the excitement of settling down 
into the old quarters had died awayd During the autumn and 
early winter, the officers could do something to lessen the disappoint- 
ment of the men, sent hack to e.xilc just a.s tliey thought they had 
escaped from it, by taking parties of them down to the river, on the 
banks of which plea.sant hours were siicnt in fishing and shooting ; 
but when, towards the end of January, first rain and then snow began 
to fall, thi.s amusement came to an end ; and, at the same time, mucli 

1 “ Here wo .wo dull to a dogreo. Everybody ts dtsaiipointcd at not getting 
away from Afghantstan.” {Life of t^ir D. Sleiixiri, p. 291.) 

“ It is Rtrango how ovoryone longs to get away. So long as there is any 
exoitemont ollioors and ram .iro happy c-nougit, hut. they aro siefc of idleness and 
Want of society. I am us sick as anyone can be of it, but I have forlunately 
little thno to tbiulr about such tilings, a&d that keop.s me going.” (Ibid. pp. 298, 
299.) 
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UMel'ul \\(n']c ^ihicli had given emplnymoni to many— construction 
of roads, planting of trees, laying out ol gardens, building a wall 
round the, camp to keep oil' robbers ' — had lo be suspended, and, in 
enfoj'ccd idleness, tlic longing for home and a more scjcial life grew 
stronger from day to day. 

The Viceroy and tlie Militaiy Authoi-itie.s asked nothing better than 
to be able to gratify this longing, but plan and work as they might, 
they found it a haidcr task to withdraw from Afghanistan than to 
invade it. They could not march out and leave ohao.s behind thorn, 
and there seemed no .stal)Ie elements out of which to construct a 
Native Government stiong enough to maintain itself without British 
supjmrt ; or, rather, several Native Governments, for the scheme 
of breaking up Afghanistan, favoured from the first by Lord Lytton, 
bad been finally acloijted by the Indian and British Governments. 
A ruler for kSoutherii Afghanistan wa.s ready to hand in the person 
of the Governor of Kandahar, yirdar fciher All ; but with wliat au- 
thority he should ije invested, ovci' what area that authority should 
extend, and in v^diat relations hi.s new Ktate should stand towards 
India, remained to be df'termined. Consulted on these poini.s, Sir 
Donald Htewart gave it a.s ids o])iniou that the territory to bo allotted 
to Slier All, for v'liom he suggested the title of Wall, should include 
the Provdnee of Kandahar proper — excluding the assigned districts 
of Pishin and Sibi, and pos.sibly that part of Seislan watered only 
by the Helmand — the district of Khclat-i-Gliilzai, the districts of 
Pusht-i-Rud and Zemindawar, and the district of Parah, of all of 
which only a small portion was cultivated or, indeed, cultivable ; 
the whole covering aliout 70,000 siiuare miles, supporting somewhere 
between half a million and a million of inhaljitants, and yielding a 
revenue of about £200,000. As regarded the measure of authority 

1 “ They are tlic holilest raiscals in the world. Some men got into my garden 
through a drain a few day.? ago, and carried oil all my Durbar carpets, about 
400 rupees ’ worth.’' {Life of Sir D, Stevjart, p. 293.) 
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to bo conceded to the ruler of the proposed State, Sir D. Stewart 
leeommcndccl that the only limitation to ho placed upon it should 
he in respect to foreign relations, which should ho wholly oonductorl 
through a Itejireseutativc of Her Majesty’s Government, with the 
possible exee])tion of those to he eslahlished and maintained noth 
any Native Ntate which might he formed at Kabul. He further 
advised that the WTli’s military force sliould bo limited m numbers, 
and at the disjiosal of the Government of India for the defence of 
Kandahar against o.xternal enemie.s ; that for tiie support of any 
British foree wdiich it might be deemed neccs.sary to keep in liis country, 
he should contrihute a fixed subsidy in coin or, preferably, in grain; 
that commercial arrangements be the subject of mutual agreement 
at stated intervals ; and that, for tlic time Ixdng, he should not be 
expected to contribute to tlie cxjicn-se of constructing railways and 
telegraphs through any part of his territory. Bir Donald further 
recommended that the British force to ho maintained in Southern 
Afghanistan should bo located in a cantonment to he formed near 
Kandahar' ; not in tlie citadel, or within a stone’s throw of its ga1 os, 
lest the Wall’s independence should seem doubtfirl to liimself and 
his subjects, but at some point not more than twenty and not less 
than five miles from its walls. 

On tlic cpiestioir of the political control of tire new State, ho was 
very decided : — 

“ 1 think,” so he wrote, “ that the safest ]rlan will he to follow 
the ordinary jrrocedent by keeping the jiolitical and military autliority 
in separate hands, e.xcept on those .special occasions when important 
military oircratioirs arc iir actual progress. From certain pomta of 
view it would, no doubt, Iro convenient to errtrust both duties to 
the .same individual, and officens are, no doubt, to be found equally 
competent for both ; but, In practice, it might, I feel sure, he pro- 
ductive of gross evils if our political relations with tlie country were 
to fail into the managemerit of any qfiieer who might chance to fall 
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into the niQitary command. . . . The raaiiitcnanen of &ati,sfactoi'y 
relations with the iiilor of Kandahar' and the attitude of the vVlghan 
authorities towards the British officers entuisted with the conduct 
of affairs in Southern Afghanistan nill, in a very great measure, 
depend on tlie jiersonnl qualifications of tlio officer who may be 
appointed hy (Government to hold chief political authority in tluit 
quarter. ... It i.s of tlie last imimi'tance tliat the officer .selected 
for thi.s duty should be thoroughly well qualified to deal v. ith the 
Afghan authoritic.s, wliethcr as rcgaid.s his hnowlcdgo of the Per.sian 
language, his political experience, or his capabilities for obtaining 
and retaining tire friond.ship, confidence, and respect of those witlr 
whom he has to deal.” ‘ 

Had it beeir intended that the command of the troops to be left 
in Southern Afghanistan .should remain until the writer of these 
remarks, there would hai'c been no (piestion of sejiarating the political 
from the military poivor ; but it had been decided that Steumrt and 
hi.s Division .should leave Kandahar as early as possilile in the coming 
year, troops from Bombay taking their place, and all tlirongh the 
autumn and winter .strenuous cilorls were being made to prepare 
for the impending change. 

In (Jetober, the (lovernment of India gave a taidy assent to the 
construction of a railway from Sukkur on the Indus to kSibi at the 
foot of the Afghan liills, and the work was iuunediately put in hand. 
It pirescnted no great engineering difliculties, but the arrangemeut.s 
for housing, feeding, and watering five Ihou.sand lahonrors and two 
thousand beasts of burden in a perfectly barren dc.sert, called for 
the highest adnunislrativc ability, and that thi.s wa.s not u^anting 
i.s proved by^ the fact that the line was ready for locomotive traffic 
on the 27th of January, 1880.“ 

1 Afghanistan (1881), No. 1, pp. 10, 11, 12. 

2 “ The execution of 1T3I miles of railway in 101 days, or at an average 
progress of li miles per cla 3 r, is a feat worthy of mention, and was only possiblo 
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One groat work naturally suggests another, so, before a third of 
the fliikliiir-Sibi railway had Ijeon completed, Sir Richard Temide, 
C!ov''ornor of Bombay, went up to Kandahar to discuss with Sir D. 
Stenrart and Oolonel d. 0. Lindsay, the iSiij)erintendent Engineer, the 
cpjestion of extending it to Quetta and, ultimately, to Kandahar. 
All agreed that the safety and well-being of a British Eorco per- 
manently establislied in Sonthern Afghanistan called for such an 
extension, and as Sir Donald Htewar't and Colonel Sandeman, the 
Govcrnoi'-Gencral's Agent in Baluchistan, were opposed to any 
attonipt to utilize, the Bolan for .such a scheme, traffic through that 
pass being subject to freyiicnt intorrujjfions by snow and flood, it 
was decided to cairy the proposed railway tlirough Haraai to Gwal 
in the Piahin Valley, and, with a view to facilitating tlio work and 
hastening the abandonment of the. Bolan, to con.stnict a good cait 
road parallel with its alignment. To forestall any opposition tliT 
the tribes along the proposed route might be tempted to offer to 
the violation of their territories, Sandoinan’s personal escort at once 
occupied Thai, in the ^uTy centre- of the po-ssiblo area of disturbance ; 
and on the 2.‘]r(I of December, a Brigade, nuder Brigadier-General 
G, B. y. Burrow.s, consisting of two mountain guns, three compandes 
>Sapper.s and Sliners, and three Bombay Native, Infantry regiments, 
was ordered to proceed to tho same place for the purpose of making 
and protecting the new road. This movement formed part of the 
general scheme, just approved hy tho Indian Government, for tho 
udtlidrawal of the Bengal troops from Southern Afghanistan and the 
location, in tlie now state, of a Bombay Division, the troops belonging 

imder the most perfect system of organiaatiou in every detail of the operations. 
Yei, so ably conceived wero all the arrangomonta for the regular and orderly 
supply, whether of railway material, or of food, water, fuel, and shelter, for the 
lahourers and staff, during the fifty working days occupied in cai-rjung the 
railway over tho ninety-three miles of inho-spitahlo desert, that practically no 
special inoonvemence was experienced, and from, flrat to last the work progressed 
with the \rtmost regularity and mechanical precision.” (Kays and Works in 
India, fay G. W. Maogregor, M.I.C.E., pp. 398, 399, 1 
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to which ■ivere to be pushed up as fast as ahifiping could be provided 
to transport them to TCarachi, whilst, to support this advanced 
force, a Reserve 'Division, with Head-Quarters at Bombay, was to 
bo distributed among convenient points — Jacobabad, Sukkur, Hydera- 
bad, Karachi, and Bombay. 

The general control of both Divisions was vested in Lieutenant- 
General J. M. Primrose ; the First, the constitution of which is given 
below, being under his immediate personal command — the command 
of its Infantry Brigades falling to G. R. t!. Burrows and H. F. Brooke, 
and that of its Cavalry Brigade to T. Nnttall. The line of com- 
nnmications betv'een Sukkur and Kandahar was jdaced in charge 
of Major-General R. Phayre, who, after the departure of Sir D. Stewart, 
was to command the garrison of Kandahar, ponding the arrival of 
Primrose. The Bombay Government was to supervise the supply 
and transpoi't arrangcunents of the troops in Soutlieim Afghanistan ; 
the Commandor-in-Chief of that Presidency wa.s to decide, all questions 
of discipline and to conduct all corrc-spondcncc coimectod with clothing, 
ammunition, and the medical scjrvices ; the Commandcr-in-Chief in 
India was to i.s.sue all orders pertaining to tactical and strategical 
movements ; and the political authority iu the now State was to be 
exercised by Major St. John, who, as Stow^art’s political assistant, 
was the per-son best qualified to carry on his policy.' 

FIRST DIVISION. 

E -B Royal Horse Artillery. 

O-D Royal Artillery. Two gmis to Kliclat-i-Ghilzai to relievo the two guns 
of G-4 R.A. 

{5-8 Royal Artillery (Mountain), Ditto 11-11 R.A. 

ii-H Royal Artillery (Heavy Battery). 

1 “ General Primrose is to succeed me hero. ... He is not to have political 
authority. SI. John rpmaius in independent political charge. The arrangement 
IS a very good one, as General Primrose knows nothing of what has been done 
here, and he could hardly cany out my policy without undera landing it. St. 
John, on the other hand, ha.a worked vvitli me from the first, and the Government 
has adopted all my rrsolution.s in hulk.” {Lijc of Sir JX Stewari, p. 316.) 
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1st Infaittby Bricjade. 

GOtli Foot. Two Companies to Ivliokt-i-OliiLzai to relieve Foot. 
1st Bombay Grpnacliors. 

19th Bombay Infantry. 


2nd litFANTIiy Brtuadh. 

7th Fuailiera. 

2gth Bombay Infantry, garrisoning Khclat-i-GIiilzai. 
30th Bombay Infantry. 


Cavalry Brigade. 

Poona Horse. 

3rd Sind Horse. One Squadron to laiolat-i-Gliilzai. 


Jacobabad 

SmcrcuE . 
Hydebabad 

Karachi 
Bouibay . 


RESERVE DIVISIOM. 

rlsl Sind Hor.se. 

1 2nd Bombay Bight Cavaliy. 

1 3rd It It t> 

I2 Companies !)th Bombay Infantry. 

. . 23rd Bombay Infantry- 

f'F-2 Royal Artillery. 

- Wing 2-1 1th Foot. 

1^24th Bombay Infantry. 

( D-B Royal Horse Artillery, 
g-l.lth Foot. 

3rd Bombay Infantry. 

9th 

Head-Quartor.s and Wing 2-1 1th Foot. 


All the.se preliminary arrangements had been decided on and put 
in train by the end of the year, and on the 3rd of January, Stewart 
was ordered to mobilize his Divi.sion and report what carriage and 
su]oplies lie could procure locally, and to what extent both would 
have to be supplemented from India in order to secure the mobility 
of his troops, in his reply fcfir D. Stewart pointed out that it would 
not be easy to submit an estimate of his requirementB until he had 
been furnished with full details regarding the propo.sed operations, 
and the time at which reliefs might be expected to reach Kandahar. 
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So far, owing to the difficulty of providing forage, purchases of trans- 
port animals had only hecn made to replace, casualties. He thought 
that lie could obtain a thousand or fiflcen hundred raincLs locally ; 
with the .season for .snowstorms just beginning, however, the pre.sent 
seemed a bad time for marching to Ghazni. 

On this point ho ivas qnicldy rcas.suied. In its ne.vt conimijnica- 
tion the Government informed him that there ivas no intention of 
beginning the projected movement before the .spring, and the 21st 
of March, the date suggc.stcd by Sir Ronald himself, ivas the one 
provisionally adopted. 

As regarded reliefs, the Coramander-in-Chief wa.s anxious that 
they should reach Kandahar as e.arly as pos.sible, hut the usual paucity 
of transport — the beasts of burden that ought to have been available 
had been transferred to the Khybcr — and heavy snowfalls at many 
point-s, Avere greatly delaying the upward movomemt of troops. At 
Chaman, at the foot of the Khojak Pass, snow lay three feet deep, 
and in the Bolan, where men and beasts, croivded together, blocked 
each other’, s advance, numhcr.s were dying of cold.* The severity of 
the weather abated at the end of the finst week of February, but 
snow again fell heavily on the 13th, 14th, and 16th, and it was not 
till the 20th that the lilth Punjab Infantry and the 2nd Sikhs arrived 
at Kandahar from Pishin, where they had been replaced by troops 
from Bombay. 

Whilst the Commander-in-Chief was doing all in his i^owcr to 
concentrate a Bombay Division at Kandahar, Sir Donald Stewart 
Avas endeavouring to organize an efficient transport train for the 

1 “ We are lucky in being so 1oaa% for at Chaman there is thi'oe feet of snoAV 
and it is still falling ; — Avliat it i.s at Quetta and the Khojak I don’t knoAv, but 
the Bombay troops coming up aaIU knoAV wh<at Avinter means in this country.” 
{Lije of Sir D. Stewart, p. .307.) 

“ I Avamed the Bombay Government against oroAvding so many animals 
into the (Bolan) Pas.s ; but they would not take the Avarning, and they are 
losing men and cattle by death from sheer cold.” (Ibid. p. 309.) 
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long nuu’cli iliat lay Ixifoi'o him. Di.-^appoinied in Ids liopo of adding 
to his stock of animals hy purchase on tlic spot — a drought in tlie 
Kandahar district Jiad dri\'on away mo.sfc of tho camoh that had 
sui'vdvcrl tho first phase of the war, and though owners wore billing 
to hire out, at exorbitant rates, the few that had not Lem removed, 
tlioy could not he induced to .sell tlicm — he had to fall hack upon his 
exd.sting ti'an, sport, the greater ])art of which liacl boon for some time 
engaged in bringing up the rclief-s. As tlieso came in, lie retained 
at Kandahar all animals belonging to the Government, except those 
eiuiiloycd in carrying treasure and military .stores, and used only hired 
cattle for the conveyance of regimental baggage and commi.ssariat 
stores. To facilitate the traasport arrangements under this system 
he divided his line of communication-s into four acebions, each with 
its appropriate kind of carriage : — 

Section I. Sukkur to Sibi — The new railway. 

Section IT, Sibi to Quetta — Braliui camels. 

Section TIL Quetta to Abdulla Khan — Carts supplfiiiieni ccl by Pishiii camels. 

Section IV. Abdulla Khaii to Kandahar — Pishiii and Kanchiluii’ camels, and 
donkeys. 

This plan called for a great deal of extra labour in the transferring 
and remaking of loads — loads suitable to one kind of carriage being 
unsuited to another — but no better could have been devi.secl, eiucI 
on the whole it worked well. 

Major-General Phayre arrived at Kandahar, with 5-11 Royal 
Artillery and the 1st Bombay Infantry, on the 9th of March ; and 
on the 18th, Sir D, Stewart reported for the ixrformation oE the VToeroy 
and the Coraniander-in-Chief that the preparation of the Ghazni 
Field Force would be completed on the 25th, by which date a sufficient 
number of Bombay troops would have reached Kandahar to admit 
of his beginning the march to Kabul. 

In a letter written on the 13 th of March to Sher A.li, Lord Byttoa 
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had announced that the Queen-Empress had been pleased to recognize 
him as independent ruler of the province of Kandahar, the limits 
of -which had yet to he defined ; that for the consolidation of his 
power and the projicr guardianship of the frontiers of her Majesty's 
Empire, a British ft’orce would remain in a cantonment at, or near, 
his capital, for tlie maintenance of which he v'ould ho expected to 
allow a portion of the grain revenue of the country ; and that a special 
officer of rank would he deputed to reside in the cantonment as a 
inediuni of friendly communication, and to conduct the relations 
of the British Government with the States upon His Highness’s 
frontier^ 

Tt may ho doubted whether Shor Ali would have- been selected 
for the position, to which the British Government had deciclod to 
raise him, if they could have found a stronger man willing to accept 
it at their liands. Sii' Donald Stewart Irad, at first, little confidence 
in his good faith, and, to the last, though he grew to have a strong 
personal liking for him, he had reason to doubt his possessing the 
cpralities requisite in the ruler of a turbulent people. When two 
Kabuli regiments, the one fully equiirpod, the other without arms, 
arrived at Kandahar, Slier Ali was greatly alarmed and hastened 
to bani.sh the former to the Argandab district ; and ivhen his own 
contingent mutinied, he applied to the British Commander for help 
in reducing it to obedience, and only dealt -with it himself ivlien Sir 
Donald peremptorily refused to employ British troop, s in coercing 
his refractory .subjects.^ “ Seeing that I am resolute on this point,” 
wrote Stewart to his wife, " ho does not now trouble me ; but, if I 
once took part in their internal .squabbles, I should lose my iiie.stige 

1 Afglianislati (1881), No. 1, p. 13. 

3 “ The Sirdar here lias more than once tried to get assistance from me in 
the shape of troops for the purpose of coercing refractory subjects, but I have 
uniformly told him that a man who is fit to rule here must trust to himself whei» 
his own subjects are concerned.” (Life of Sir D. Stewart, p. 311.) 
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as a friend of t!ie nation, and be looked on as a mere paidisan of the 
Sirdar’s. By talcing up this position, and sticking to it under all 
circuin.stances, the people are beginning to believe in inc. They could 
not for a long time nnderhtand my ways ; and I daresay they thought 
me a very deep schemer ; but when they find I am con.sistent, I 
shall have my reward in their good-will." ‘ 

His farewell durbar, held on the 15th of March, afforded Stewart 
gratifying proof of that good-will. In his speech on that occasion, 
after announcing his approaching departure, he referred sternly to 
the many outrage-s committed on hi.s soldiers and camp-followers ; and, 
at its conclusion, one of the priests present rose to repudiate all responsi- 
bilitj' for deeds contrary to the law of Mahomed, and to offer to the 
retiring British Commander the grateful thanks of the people of 
Kandahar for the manner in which, from first to last, he had ruled 
over them. Those thanks were well deserved, following closely 
in the footstep.s of his great predecessor. Sir William Kott, Sir Donald 
Stewart had never stooped to act.s of cruelty or indiscriminate severity ; 
and his humanity and good sense had kept a turbulent city quiet and 
prosperous, and the surrounding country generally peaceful. Only 
the district under his immediate influence, however — everywhere 
else in Afghanistan a state of anarchy prevailed. A few- days after 
the durbar, the Zemindawaris attacked a body of Sher Ah's troops, 
knocking over some of his officers and killing a number of his men ; a 
little earlier, in the oj^posite direction, near Khelat-i-Ghilzai, a raiding 
party had xsounced upon a convoy of mules, and but that Colonel 
Tanner’s troops w'ere on the alert, would have captured and carried 
it off ; and in the background a more serious danger than these local 
disturbances threatened the State which the British Government 
was about to call into existence, and the garrison which was to be 
its defence. Rumours had reached Stewart in December that Ayuh 


Life of Siy L, Stewart, p. 311. 
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Khan, brother of the deposed Amir and Governor of Herat, was 
meditating an advanee mi Kandahar. His foret' was known lo bo 
a large one ; but, as tlic TIeiati and Kabuli legiments of vvlucli it was 
composed wore said to be bitterly opjm.sed to eacli other, many 
pci^ons believed that there wus little chance of their being induced 
to act together. Stow ait must have taken a less sanguine view of 
what the future might liave in store for him or his successor, since, 
in communicating the news lo ilic Oouimaudei'-iii-(!hiof, ho recom- 
mended that supplies shoidd he collected along the road to Oiri.shk, 
and jiroposed, in tlie event of a movement towards the llelmaud 
becoming necessary, to call up the l!)tb Punjab Infantry, the 2nd 
Hikhs, and 2ncl Wind Horse, replacing them in Pishin by Bombay 
troops employed in imjiroviug the road iu the Bolan. Wir Ih’ederick 
Haines ap])roved of an oecupation of Girislik-, and thought that 
Stewart’s force at Kandaliar should be reinforced by a British regi- 
ment and a batli'ry of aitillory in addition to the troops luentioned 
by Stewart ; but the \’'iccroy, though agreeing to the proposed col- 
lection of supplies, saw no reason for a movenumt towards Girishk, 
nor yet for a strengthening of the Kandahar garrison, and deprecated 
any premature advance of Bombay troops calculated to interfere 
w'ith -work in the Bolan. As a matter of fact, shortly after the news 
■which led to Stewart’s suggestion had been received in Kandahar, 
Ayub Khan’s agents did start for Farah, midway between Girishk 
and Herat, to collect supplies foi’ his projected march ; and, though 
nothing came of their pj'cparatious at the time, the threatened 
movement was not abandoned, only delayed. 

Sir Donald Steivart bad formally bidden fareivoll to lua temporary 
subjects on the 15th of March ; on the 18th, he had reported that 
his force would be ready to march on the 26th^ yet not till the 28th, 
the day before his advanee began, did he receive any information as 
to the Government’s plans for Iiiuiself and his troops, and then it 
eame in the shape of a telegram announcing that a column from 
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Kabul was to meet him at Llliazni. Tlie long telegram which Sir 
Donald sent in reply, bi'ings out so strongly his kiioft ledge of the 
conditions under wliicli \iar is caiiied on in Afghanistan, and his 
desire to press as lightly as possildc on the .'■eanty resources of her 
people, that it deserves to lie giv(-n in full : — 

" 1 am not in possession of the orders at the fiovernment, nor 
have 1 lecencd the pirograuime for field operations now being com- 
menced, but I would point out that f am carrying foi'ward from liere 
supplies for tv\o months (for Kuropean trooir-j) and tliat / shall not 
re(|urre to draw more European supjiUe.s from India by Kabul or 
Kuram until the end of May. 11 it is intended that the Division 
under my command move forward beyond Gliazni towards Kuram, 
bupirlies slioirld be collected at .some place in Kuram, w'here the troops 
under my eoininaiid may pass the remainder of the hot weather. 
Ey the information which 1 have received, no oppo.sition is likely to 
be encounter'ed at Ghazni which may not be easily overcome by 
the troops ii'ith wliich I am advancing. The movoment of a column, 
from Kabul to meet the .Divi.sion under my eommand will, in my 
opinion, increase the strain upon the country which the demands of 
this Divisioir for 'Native supfilies must entail. The collection of 
tribesmen under Mahomed Jan and Mushk-i-AIam liave already 
drawn largely upon the supplies which are procurable in the neigh- 
bourhood of Ghazni, and the uncertainty which prevails throughout 
the eounlry has daubtles.s prevented large areas from being cultivated 
this spring. It is only with difficulty that sufficient transport has 
been obtained to allow of the Division under my command being 
moved with full equipment, and I am calculating on replacing ca.sualtieH 
among baggage animals by purchases made at Ghazni. I submit 
for consideration that it is very desirable that no movement of troops 
belonging to Kabul or the Kui’am command should be made in 
advance of Kuahi. I have this morning received a tologram from 
Six E. Roberts that he only proposes to su^rply for my Division at 
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Ghazni, tea, sugar, and possibly rum, and tliat for all other supplies 
1 must depend upon the country. I hope it will be understood that 
r do not repuii'c any snp])lie.s to be advanced from Kabul to meet 
me ; and that, it order.s are given for my Division to remain at Ghazni, 
I would at oneo establish communication with Kabul or Kurara, as 
may be desired, sending my o\\ n transport to bring foj ward necessary 
supplies. I make thi.s statement, not with a view of disturbing any 
approved plan of operations, but in order that there may bo no mis- 
conception regarding tlie dilfieulty of feeding a large force at Ghazni 
during tlie present seioson.” 

In a Minute addressed to the Military I'^ecrotaiy, Lord Lytton 
expressed himself unable to understand “ why Sir D. Stewart had not 
1 'e‘ceived the progiamme for field oixwations now being coiinucnced,” 
but the reason is clear : many of the military details of the programme 
were still under consideration, and the Commander-in-OJiiof himself 
was in the dark as to the Government’s political aims and intentions 
up to the 21)tli of March, when, by tlic direction of the Viceroy, the 
Military Secretary telegraphed them to him with the request that 
he -would convey them to Sir I). Stewart. 

“ It is essential,” so ran the me.s.sage, tliat General Stewart should 
be at once fully informed of tlie entire plan of operations, and of the 
political objects desired by the Government of India. The latter 
may be tlnus summed up : The Government is anxious to withdraw 
as soon as possible the troops from Kabul and from all iioints beyond 
those to be occupied under tiie Treaty of Gandainak, exceiit Kandahar. 
In order that this may be done, it is desirable to find a ruler for Kabul, 
whicli will be .separated from Kandahar. Steps are being taken 
for this purpose. Meanwhile it is essential that we should make 
such a display of strength in Afglianistan as will show that we are 
masters of the situation, and will overawe disaffection. But it is 
not desirable to spread our troops over a large tract of country, or 
to send small eolunms to any place where they would encounter 
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op])osiiion, and iiicnaise llie hostile feeling against iis. All that is 
necessary from the political point of viou" is for General Htcwji't 
to niai'ch to Ghazni, break np any opposition he may find tliere, or in 
the neighbourhood, and open up direct cainmunieation nith General 
Sir R. Roberts at Kabul, 'rhis he can do either by the diicet route, 
or by Knshi, a.s he may think to ho ino.st expedient, under such con- 
ditions as may exist when he is at Gliazni. It is not desirable that 
Sir D. Stewart’s troops should remain for long at Ghazni ; and it 
is, therefore, necessary that all military di.spositions should he made 
with a "view to enabling him to leave Ghazni a.s .soon as he has put 
down anj^ open opposition that he may find there. I t is very desirable 
that the conduct of o[)erations in xifghanistan should, as soon a.s 
possible, be brought under one heath Sir D. Stewart should, there- 
fore, assume the supreme command as soon a.s he is in direct com- 
munication with Kabul. In the meiintime, he .should be daily kept 
informed, both by the Roroign Tleirartment and by the Military 
Department, of all ncw.s received from Kabul, or from any part 
of the Khyher or Kurani lines of communication, so that he may he 
constantly and fully made aware of the exact state tjf the situation 
at all points.” ‘ 

The views (jxpres.scd in this Minute point to a change which had 
taken place in the Viceroy’.s immediate entourage. Sir George Colley, 
who, as his Private Secretary, had given colour and direction to his 
Afghan policy, had again left Calcutta, on the 28th of Rehruary, this 
time to take up the ])ost of High Commis.siouer in South Africa ; ’ and 
his successor. Colonel H. Brackenbury, had opened Lord Lytton’s eyes 
to the folly of .spreading “ troops over a large tract of country,” and 
of sending “ small columns to aii}^ place where they would eucoimter 
oppositioir and increase the ho.stile feeling against us,” and thi.s awaken- 

1 Viceroy’s Muuile, dated 30th March, 1880. Afyhaniskm (1881), No. 1, 
p. 15. 

2 Oolloy, recalled hy Lord Lyttou after the masaacre of the Kabul hDssiOtt, 
had rcturaed to India in November, 1879. — ^H. B. H. 
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ing had hroughl wiili it the desire to sec tlio conduct of operations 
in Northern Afghanistan put into wiser hands, than those to 'whicli 
it had hitherto been entrusted.* 

iSir Ercdericlc IIaine.s telegraphed on Lord L}dtun’.s instruction.s 
to Kandahar ; hut ►Sir D. Stewart had left that city locforo they 
were received there, and tliey cannot hav'e followed him, fur, at Tazi, 
he noted in his Diaiy, “ No official orders from the (Jommander-in- 
Chief, so I propose to act on the Viceroy’.s private letter.” “ In the 
letter here alluded to, which had follovved the Norco to Khclat-i- 
Ghilzai, Lord Lytton be.sought Stewart not to linger at Ghazni “ for 
anj' great length of time, not only on aex'ount of your bupplie.s, but 
also hecnu.se the soonci j-ou effect a junction with llo!)erts, the sooner 
you will bo able to exercise over tlie whole .situation, political as ^vell 
as military, in Northern Afghanistan, tliat individual personal direc- 
tion wiiicli cannot he too promptly, or loo completely, OBtabli.shcd 
there.” * 

1 The Head- Quarters .Staff had also boon rcooiitly strengthened by the 
appointment of Major-General CJ. R. Greaves, an officer of ability, tiriuuess, and 
sound judgmjnt, to the Adiutant-tieucralship of the Army in India, — 11. B, H. 

- “ Tazi, lOtli April.” (Life of D. Htau'cirt, p. 327.) 

3 Life of Mr D. Stewart, ji. 326. 



CHAPTER XXVIJ 

Sir Donald Stewart’s March to Kabul 

ACTIONS AT AHMED KTtED AND tmSU 

The force with -which Sir Donald Stewart had arranged to enter on 
his adventurous march consisted of seven tliousand two hundred and 
forty-nine European and Native troops, seven thousand two hundred 
and seventy-three cani))-£ollo-wers, and eleven thousand and sixty- 
nine riding, draught, and transport animals. Its Commander', s original 
intention had been to leave the 19th Punjab Infantry and the Heavy 
guns at Kandahar ; hut in this matter ho was overruled by the Gom- 
mandcr-in -Chief, who considered the whole Bengal Division none too 
largo for the risks that had to ho run. It was to take with it two 
months’ supplies of food, ten days’ of firewood, and live, stock for the 
European regiments ; ‘ but only seven day.s’ food and no firewood 
or livestock for the Native troops and followers, and neither fodder 
nor grain for the horses and cattle of all kind.s ; so that, practically, 
all the animals and the greater part of the men w ere, from the outset, 
to subsist on the country, peaceably if possible, but taking -what they 
needed b3!' force if the people refused to suiTendcr the remnant of 
their winter stores. To spread these exactions over the largest 2 rossihl 0 
area, the Division rvas div'ided into two unequal parts, the smaller 
of which was to march on the left bank of the Tiirnak, whilst the 
larger, split up into two Brigade, s, following each other at the distance 

•• One hundred and twontj^ sheep were consumed daily, and tire-wood at the 
rate of fifty maunds per diem -was carried, on caniolfi. — H, B, H. 
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of a day’s march, was to mo\’'e by the direct road on the right bank 
of that stream. On the 27th of Ifareli, in accordance with orders 
issued l3y Sir Donald Stewart on the 23rd, Nos. 4 and 10 Companies 
Sappers and Miner's left cantonments to improve the latter road for 
the passage of the Heavy Battery, and on the same day the troops 
that were to follow the more circuitous route, under Brigadier-General 
R. Barter, namely 

4 Moimtaiii Gun.s 11-11 Royal Artillery, 

1st Punjab Cavalry, 

2-00111 Riflc.s, 
lotli Sildis, 

2oth Punjab Infantry, 

moved out into camp, and two days later marched for the Hotak 
villages of yadu Khan, lying about eight miles to the oast of Kliolat-i- 
Ghilzai. The I'oniaindcr of the troops wont into cami) on the 29th of 
March, and on the 30th — 

A-B Rojail Horse Artilleiy, 

(i-11 Royal Arlillcry (Heavy Oiuia), 

10th Bengal Lancers, 

2iid Sildis, 

Engineer Field Park, 

commanded by Brigadier-General G. H. Palliso]’, accompanied by 
Sir Donald Stewart and tlie Plead- Quarters Staff, with a Cavalry and 
Infantry escort, niarehed for Khclat-i-Ghilzai, followed the next day 
by— 

Royal Artillory, 
oOth Foot, 

3rd Gurklias, 

19th Punjab Infantry, 

Ordnance Pai-k, 

nncler Brigadier-General R. ,T. Hughe.s. One of the oompames of 
Sappers and Mimus engaged in road-making was allotted to Barter’s 
Brigade, the other to Hughes’s. 
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Stewart and Palliser arrived at Khclat-i-ftliilzai on tlio 8th of April, 
v'liere they opened coniinunication witli Barter, whof?e Brigade liad 
reached its destination the previou.s day. On the Till, all three Bri- 
gades remained stationary, awaiting the arrival of the supxdic.s Arhich 
had been ordered to follow the force, for each Euroi)ean regiment had 
only carried with it ten day, s' .supjrly of food, and each Native regiment 
tlu'eo days’ sup)ply of such necc.s,saries as could not be otained on the 
line of march ; a reserve of .similar amount being carried by the Com- 
missariat. To Stewart’s surxirisc and annoyance the expected .supplies 
failed to aijjjear, and after some he.sitation ho determined to xirooeed 
without them,' though tho.se he had with him were only Just sufficient 
for the needs of his European troop.s up to the 25th of April, and for 
the Native troops he had never, thenceforward, two days’ food in 
hand,“ 

The day’s halt was taken advantage of to transfer the Heavy 
guns from Pallisci'’,s Brigade to 'Huglie,s’.s, and to v'ced out every Aveak 
or .sickly soldier, cami^-follower, and tran.sx)ort animal, and .send them 
back to Kandahar. Luckily, there were not many in any one of these 
throe categories, for notAvithstanding cold, Avind, and dust, both men 
and beasts had borne the march well. The folloAving table .shows 
the reduction that had taken place, but, as regard.s the troDjis, the 
loss had been greater than axjpoars, for the tAro companies of the 
59tli Foot, Avhich had formed part of the garrison of Khelat since its 
occupation in October, had noAV joined the DlAUsion, Avliilst, as regards 
followers and transport animals, the large difference Ava.s chiefly due 
to many of both having been left behind at Kairdaliar to bring up the 
mi.ssing sujrplies. 

1 “ I am sorry to say that somo things are not ciuite satiisfactory. Our 
supplies have not yet all come up from Kandahar, aiid I am in doubt Avhelher 
to go on Avithout them, trusting to get what I want from ELabul, or Avait here 
for a ft'Av days. I suppose it will end in my going on, as I cannot bear the idea 
of halting.” (Letter to Lady BtOAvart, dated Khelat-i-Ghilzai, Axnil 7th, 1880. 
Life of Sir D. Stewart, p. 321.) ^ Ibid. p. 3,71. 
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STRENGTH OE ^TIE GHAZNI FIELD FORCE ON TUB STH O]? ARRIL, 

1880. 


'I'ROors. 

Diitihh Olticcis ......... 17'I 

Eiu'opc.iii Tioops ......... l”()7;! 

Native Ti'oojw 5,018 

Total of all ranks ........ 7.19.'! 


Ijcsh by 5(1 than uu kaainf' Kaiifl.iluu. 

ftvMr-Eoi.r.owi;E.s. 


Public Folhn^ow 4.140 

Private Fnlknvoia 0!)2 

Dhonlio-Heaiei's 1,575 

Total 6,407 

Leas by 80(5. 

A-ntmals. 

Elepliauts 11 

Horses 1 „S 5 ,‘S 

Camels IL558 

Mules 1,575 

Ponies 1 ,2211 

Bullocks 499 

Total 8,711) 

Le.ss by 2, .150. 


The Ghazni Field Force resumed its inarch in the same order as 
before — Palli.sor’s Brigade leading on the right bank of the Turnak, 
Aidth Hughes’s Brigade one inareli behind, and Bailer’s Brigade moving 
abreast of Palliser’s on. the left bank and gradually drawing nearer to 
it as both approached the sourcc.s of the btream. The distance between 
them was at no time great, and hcliograpliic coininunication between 
the three Brigades wa.s regularly maintained. Tlie weather was on 
the whole pleasant, fiosty at night, but warm and bright by day ; the 
country for* the niuety-.six miles lying between Kbelat and Jamrad, 
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■where the Division ■v\'as to concentrate', fairly open for a luountainons 
region, and tire road good and firm, though intersected at sonic points 
by deep ravines, and at others by irrigation channels, which gave the 
Heavy guns and Baggage train a great deal of trouble. 

At Shalijiii, forty miles from Khelat, ■where iSleirart and I’alli.ser 
ai’rived on the litli, the limits of the Province of Kandahar a ore 
reached. So far the Force had been accompanied by somo of Sher 
All's officials, thanks to •sidio.se mediation provisions had been fairly 
abundant, though they had often to be brought in from long distances. 
Heiicefortli the march was to lie through a country whose inhabitants 
had concealed their stoi'cs and deserted tlreir villages. ‘ Even in 
nominally friendly territory, tlie Force had been shadowed by a large 
and evor-grou'ing body of tribe-smen, moving along tlie foot of a 
range of hills parallel to the road that Barter wa.s follouing ; every- 
where the British scout.s had been met by an enemy’s scouts ; and 
political information vi-as unobtainable.* There had been no ilghling, 
but at Cha.shma-i-Panjak, the fifth march out of Khelat-i-Ghilzai, 
there had been great excitement in Stewart’s camp watching Barter’s 
troops searching for the enemy, who had apjicared in their front. The 
same tactics had been adopted by the Afghans in the first war, only 
then they had shadowed Sir John Keane’s Force on both flanks, 
all the way from Kandahar to Ghazni. For those who had studied 
the history of that -war, the whole march w'as full of mcmorie.S'. At 
Ghojan, Palliser pitched his camp on the very ground where the 
earlier British army had encamped; but whereas in July 1839 
the villagers were “ reaping and thre.shing in their fields," in April 

1 “ After leaving Khelat-i-Ghilzai we found the entii'e oountry deserted ; the 
villages for a hundred miles had been ahandoiicd, and the peojile had gone, 
taking flocks and herds and household goods, but burying their predous thing.s, 
with grain and flour, in the field.'}, under the hearths, or even under dung-hills, 
hiding them in the roofs of their houses, &c.” (General Chapman in BlaeJuroni's 
Magazine for February, IQJJ, p. 260.) 2 Ibid, p, 261. 

* A Narrative of the March and Operadom of the Armp of the IndU’, by 
Major W. Sough, p. 154. 


21 
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1880 the villages, seven in number, stood silent and empty, in the 
midst of their budding orchards and grovs'iiig crops. 

The vhole^'alc bight of the people and the ingenuity with which 
they had concealed the stoics that they could not leniove, added 
enormously to tlic dillficulty of foraging ; hut “ from the-nentre ot 
nevidy ploughed fiekhs, from fre.shl}' dug gravo.s, from superincumbent 
dung-heaps, from the bottom of underground canals, from every oon- 
ceivable and inconceivable place, large stores of grain and flour were 
dragged into light ; '' ‘ stores not large enough, however, to allow of 
full rations for the camp-followers, who, for a time, had to ,sub,sist on 
whole grain boiled and sweetened with a little sugar.- Everywhere 
it was the .same. At Mukur, nhero the Turnak has its source in n 
spring swarming with fish, many villages, protected by mud forts, 
w’ere scattered about well-cultivated lands, whose inhabitants were 
reported to possess lai-ge herds of cows and Hocks of sheep and pigs ; 
but men and beasts alike had disappeared, and Palli.scr, v'ho camijed 
there on the 14th of 4-inil, had to turn his horses and cattle out to 
graze on the gieen corn. The ne.xl day, at a place called Karez-i- 
Oba, Barter's column joined Hoad-Quarteis, and on the 10th, after 
traversing a plain intersected by deep iriigation channels and gay 
with many varieties of wild flowers — brightest among them a splendid 
scarlet tulip — Pallisor’s and Barter’s Brigades reached Jainrad and 
halted for Ihirty-six hours to allow Hughes’s troops to come up. Hero, 
for the first time, the Afghans who had continued to hang on the 
British right, showed signs of an intention to attack the camp ; but 
on General Barter’s Brigade moving out against them, they declined 
battle and retired in good order. 

The day’s rest enjoyed by two-thirds of the Ghazni Field Force at 
Jamrad wa.s needed by all, from the highest to the lowest ; olficers and 

1 ” Sir Donald Stewart’s March from Kandahar to Kabul.” Macmillan’s 
Magazine, for May, 1881, p. 55. 

Report of Deputy-Surgcoa-General A. Smith. 


» Ibid. 
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men were beginning to feel the effects of the great exertions imposed 
on tlieiii by tlio necessity of literally hunting for their food,’ and Sir 
Donald Stewart, siiffering from exposure to the sun, could neither cat nor 
sleopd His condition was not iinpj'oved by his insisting on fai’ing just 
the same as his soldiers and refusing the little comforts to which liis age 
and his position entitled him ; ‘ and it is (iuestionable whether a man on 
whose life and health so much depended, was justilied in risking both, in 
order to set an ex'ainple of hardiliood and self-denial to his subordinates. 

Crowds of Hazaras from the Highlands lying to the north-west 
of the Kandahar -Kabul road,^ flocked into the British camp at Jam- 
rad, eager to bo recognized as “ friends,” and the next day’s march 
revealed their conception of the use to which British protection could 
bo put. Every house in the nuniei'ous villages dotting the well- 
cultivated valley lying between Jamrad and Mushaki (U miles), had 
been gutted and set on fire ; ° oven the graves of the dead had been 

1 “ In oonsQ(iUCuce of this abandonment of the country, the Division was 
absolutely dependent for its daily supplies of grain, Hour, wood, and forage, 
upon an organized system of foraging. This wa.s carried on imdcr the most 
stringent discipline. . . . Neither troop.s nor followers wore on any account 
allowed to enter a village except when detailed to form part of an organized 
foraging party, and broaches of discipline in this matter were punished summarily 
by the provciat-mar.sh,al.” (Clinpnian in Bhmkicood's Mayazint, p. 261.) 

2 “ Wo halted to-day, a great boon to everybody. To myself it has been 
vciy gi'ateful, for I have been very seedy for some days. I think the sun is 
telling on mo, as i feel perfectly well in most ways, yet I cannot oat or sleep. 
Sitting out in the suit for hours till the tents come up is V(^-y trying.” (Letter 
to Lady Stewart, dated April I7th, 1880, p. 320 of A'fr D. fihwarl’ti Life.) 

a “ VVe have given up our dooly, as an example to the rest of the force and 
as we are cutting donm our baggage to the lowest figure. It is necessary to be 
particular in such matters. It is certainly not nice having to ait out for three 
or four hours without a particle of shelter ; but as the men have to do it, we do 
it too.” (Ibid. p. 323.) 

i ” Hazaras — a tribe wbo inhabit the mountain oormtry between Kabul and 
Herat. . . . There are few n.itions in the world whose dwellings are at a higher 
elevation.” (Sir Charles Jlacgregor.) 

" “ Our friends the Hazaras are taking advantage of our presonoe to burn 
down all tluj Afghan Forts and villages, and 1 daresay we Blmil get the credit 
of it.” (Sir Donald Stewart’s Life, p. 329.) 
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desecrated and their heartstoiies smashed in pieces hy tticse self-con- 
stituted British allies ; and though Sir Donald Steu'ard was very 
angry and denounced the Hazaras in Ids letters as Barbarian cut- 
throats,” whose co-o])C!ratioii, if olfered, he should decline,^ he inaclo 
no attempt to punish the ofi'ondeis, as tVcllingtcjn or Nott would have 
done, in his place ; an impolitic omission, for an act of justice, executed 
upon his “ friends ” in the interest of his enemies, would have done 
much to disarm the hostility wdiich, passive so far, was about to 
assume an aedivc formd 

That day a body of the enemy sojue !),000 stroirg, was discovered 
by the British scouts to he moving parallel to the lino of march of the 
now united Division, at a distance of from eight to ton miles, and at 
night they occupied a group of villages lying about four miles south- 
east of the British camp ; but, when the morning dawmed, not a man 
was to be seen. 

Coirsidorable modifications in the di.stribution of the, troops among 
the dift'ei’ent cominandeis had been made since. Barter'.s Brigade 
joined the rc.st of the Division, and it was in the following oidcr that 
iSte wart’s force resumed its march ai. daybreak on the TOth of April : — 

BEADING TROORS 

ITNDER COmiAND OE BRIGADIER-GENERAL G. H. PALLISEE, 

1 hut: Ann 

Major G. C. Bird, Brigade-BIajoi'. 

Lieutenant W. E. G. Forbes, Orderly Officer. 

Lieutenant A. C. Batten, Orderly Officer. 

Lieutenant 0. Ho.skyris, Orderly Oflieer. 

^ Sir Donald Stewart' a Lije. p. 330. 

^ The autlior of an article on Kir Donald iStewartts inarcli, published in 
Macmillan a Magazine for May, 1881, wrote that “ The pro.sonoe of lliese men 
was to all concerned not only an immense and unmitigated nuisance, but a 
positive obstruction to our moA'oments ; while their conduct in looting and 
burning Afghan villages, and in slaying every Afghan, man, woman, and child, 
whom they met wdth on tlie load— aa long as our presence scouied them against 
retaliation brought upon us the odium and responsibility of acta wliicli wo 
exerted ourselves to the utmost to pievont,” (P. sg.) 
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A-B Boyfi.1 lEorap Artillery, six 9-pr. gun^, Sfajor H. dc G. Wartor. 
1911i Bengal Laiic'crci, 300 Sabres, Colonel P. B. Yorke. 

19th Pmsyah Infantvy, 470 K.hk'f', Lienlcnanl-Cohmol A. Copeland, 

No. 4 Corapanj^ Sappeis and MinerH, Lieutenant P. Haslett. 

No. 10 Comji.'iny Sa])]jers and Miners, Captain L. F. Bromi. 

( iEKERAL ( 'OMM VXDIifi:. 

Lieutenant-General Sir Donald Stewart. 

Captain N. R. Stewart, Aide-de-Camp. 

Divi-sioxat, iSxArr. 

Lieutenant-Colonel E. E. Chapman, Chief of the Staff. 

Major A. Handcock, Assi-slant Adjutant-General. 

Captain A. Gaselee, Assi.stant (hiarter 1 aster-General. 

Captain L. T. BiBhop, Deputy Assistant Quartermaster-General. 
Colonel A. C. Johu.son, Commanding Royal Artillery. 

Captain E. M. Larminie, Cfunm.snding Royal Engineer. 

Deputy Surgeon-General A. Smith, Principal .Medie.\l Officer, 

Major tl. Cowie, ( 'ommissary of Ordnance. 

Captain \V. V. Ellis, Provost Maishal. 

Captain W. A. Lawrence, General Transport Officer. 

Lioulonnnt ff. E. Dickie, Supei intendent Army Signalling. 

Lieutenant B, L. P. Reilly, Acting Principal Commissariat Officer, t 
Captain R. P. C. A. Tytler, Deputy Judge Advocate. 

Major C. P.. Eiian Smith, Chief Political Officer. 

Major R, C, Clifford, Assistant Political Officer. 

Rev. T, J. L. Warneford, Chaplain. 

Rev. Eatlier J. Allen, Chaplain. 

Tun GEXTiEAi.’.s Es(’ost oJ.TOiANnni) BY Lihct'bx.ixt A, Davidsoj;- 

A troop 191h Bengal Lancers, 50 Sabi-es. 

A Company 2-COth Rifles, 03 Rifles. 

A Compjany 25th Punjab Infantry, 85 Rilles. 

SECOND BRIGADE 

COALMANDED BS BRIGADIER-GENERAL R. J. HLIGPIES. 
Bbioade Staff. 

JMajor 51. H. Nicholson, Brigado-AIajor, 

Captain E. B. Bishop, Orderly Officer, 
liontenant E. Stovonson, Orderly Officer. 


^ Yice Captain 0. E. Hughes ineapacitalecl by an accident. 
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G-4 Koyal Artiller5% six O-pr. guns, Jlajor Sir J. W. Canipboll, Bart. 

6-11 Royal Ailillory, four Heavy guns. Major J. A. Tillard. 

2nd I’unjal) Cavalry, 1149 Sabres, Colonel T. O. Kennedy. 

09111 Foot, 430 Rifles, Colonel R. Lacy. 

3rd Gurkha.s, 2S9 Rifles, Colonel 11. IT. Lyster, V.C. 

2nd Siklrs, 367 Rifles, Lioiitenant-Coloncl J. J. Boswell. 

Field Hospital. 

Ordnance and JSnginccr Field Parks. 

I'leasnre. 

ConiDiissaricit Train. 

Baggage Train. 

FIRST BRIGADE 

COMMANDED BY BRIGADIER-GENERAL K. BARfl'ER, 

Biuoade Staff. 

Caiitain R. Clialmer, Brigade-Major. 

LioutenanI R. E. W. Copcland-Crawford, Orderly Ollicer. 

Lieutenant C. Hope, Orderly Ollieor. 

lieutenant R. E. Ooliglitly, Orderly Officer. 

11-11 Royal Artillery, .six 7-pr. Mountain guns. Major N. H. Harris. 

1st Punjab Cavalry, 31(1 Sabres, Lieutenant-Colonel C. S. Maoloan. 

2-fiOtli Rifles, 443 Rifles, Lieiitcnairt-Colonel J. J. Collins. 

loth Sikhs, 570 Rifles, Lieutenant-Colonel G. R. Hennossy. 

2oth Punjab Infantry, 380 Rifles, Colonel J. W. Hoggan. 

At first tlie advance lay over a fairly open, level tract of country ; 
but, about six niile.s from camp, it approached the base of a big spur, 
which, jutting out from the- western range of mountains and swee.ping 
round to castrvard, crossed the Ghazni road about three milo.s further 
on. Close to the thre.shold of this hilly zone, kStewart and his escort, 
Hughes and his Brigade, had halted for breakfast when a Staff -officer 
— ^Major Bird — galloped in with the news that the Afghans wore in 
great strength on the Briti.sh left and front. For a moment the 
General was inclined to believe that Hazaras had been mistaken for 
Afghans,' but a glance through his field-glas.scs undeceived him ; 

1 “ Our absolute ignorance of the country was our greatest difficulty ; the 
syatematio desertion carried out by the enemy having made it impossible to 
gain the smallest information.” (Chapman in Blacbivood’s Magazine for 
February, 1902, p. 201.) 
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those crowds of horsemen and footmen holding the hills and barring 
his advance, were not friends but foes — -and foes in a very formid- 
able position — and no time must bo lost in preparing to meet them. 
Huglies’.s Brigade at once formed uji on the left of A-B Royal 
Horse Artillery, the leading battery of the three vLich were halting 
on tho road in column of route ; and a troop of the 19th Bengal 
Lancers, strengthened later by a squadron of the regiment, was 
detached to scout along tlie hill.s lying to the left of tho road ; 
the remahrdcr of the cavalry under Patliser took up a position 
on tho right of tho artillejy, on ground udiicli sloped gradually 
down to tho river Ghazni three miles away ; whilst the 19th Punjab 
Infantry, the two companies of Bappers and Miners, and the 
General’s e.scort were held in reserve. At 7.45, ordor.s were .sent to 
Barter to despatch with all speed two sfpiadrons of the 1st Punjab 
Cavalry to join Palliser’s Brigade and to follow himself with half of his 
infantry. As Barter was six miles away, in rear of the long, straggling 
baggage train, only his cavalry could hy any possibility reach the 
main body under two hours ; ‘ yet, at 8 o’clock, Sir Donald Stewart 
resumed the advance, fourteen hundred yards from the enemy’s 
main position, he directed Hugho.s to form for attack,* and the troops 
immediately began to deploy to the west of the Ghazni road, with 
the House and Field Batteiie.s, respectively, on cither side of it, and 
the Heavy Battery a mile in rear, occupying a low hill lying to tlie 
right of tho road, at the foot of which the equipment of the Sapper 
Companies and tho entrenching tools of the infantry were placed for 
shelter. The artillery came quicldj' into action, but the infantry were 

1 “ On the iSth of April a considerable body throatened us, and the order of 
march for the following day was in consoquenco altered, the very considerable 
baggage column ■which accompanied ns being placed between tho leading Brigade 
and a complete Brigade ■^vhich constituted the rear-guard-" (Ibid. p. 261.) 

a “ When '(ve w'cre ‘within about 1,400 yards of the lull, 1 rode forward to 
General Hughes, ■who commanded the infantry, requesting Mm to form for 
attack, the jntantion bring fbiit we should be the a.ssailant8.” (Ibid.) 
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still in tlic ant of deploying when, in an incredibly .short space of time, 
along a front of nearly tn'O nule.s, an enormou.y ina.s.s of men formed 
np on the hills facing the Briti.sh troojw,' and a few inoinents later 
tiro front and botli flank, s of Stewart ’.s small Force wore being furiously 
assailed. On the left, crowd.s of horsemen and footmen, pouring down 
two ravines, struck the Bengal Lancers, who had been observdng the 
hills, and drove them right down first upon the 3rd flnrkhaa, who, 
canglit in the art of deploying, swiftly formed stpuires, tlien upon the 
19tli Punjab Infantry. For a moment, the .suddenness and force of 
tiro on.shiught tlu’ew even thi.s fine ingimont into confusion ; hut the 
men, quickly recovering lhcmselve.s, foi'ined .stpiarc.s and joined their 
Gurkha coinrades in pouring a suceossiun of deadly volleys into the 
rear of the struggling mass of frienchs and foes, wlro, interspersed with 
ammunition mules, .swept over the medical offiocr.s at their dro.ssing 
stations,^ and nearly up to the low liill wliej'(', in vieu' of the fighting 
lino and close to the reserve. Sir J). Stewart and his .staff had taken 
uji a position from which all parts of the field of battle 'were visible. 
Here, lallied l)y the Cteno'al himself, the Lancers turned upon their 
pur.suers, who, shattered by the infantry’.s de,structive lire, galloped 
off to the right rear, leaving some of their dead rvithin a few yards of 
the .spot where Sir Donald bad been .standing. 

Simultancou.sly with the attack on the Briti.sli left, three thousand 
wliitc-roberL footmen Inirst in .succes.sivo wavo.s from the enemy', s 
central mass, anti stretching out to right and left as they ran, 
threatened to envelope the entire British irosition, wliil.st two 
thousand lior.somen, emerging at a gallop from behind a hill on the 
enemy’s true left, dashed across the plain lying hel.wecn the troops 
and the river, with the intention of getting into Hughe.s's rear. “ 

Although, against breech -loading rifles and artillery firing ease shot 
at short ranges, the weapons of the devoted Afghan swordsmen were 


1 Stewart’s Despatch, 

2 Deputy Surgeon-General A. Smith’s Eeport. 


Ibid. 
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miserable in the extreme, their courage and nninbcrs made them 
formidable foes.' Tlieir fierce onrn.sh pres.scd back the 59th Foot ; - 
the gun.s, having exhausted their ammunition, saw themsel\'c.s obliged 
to withdraw to positions two Imndred yarrls in rear,' and with the front 
shaken and both flanks turned, the situation was for a time highly 
critical — all the more critical because the troops were for the most 
part fighting against an invi.sible foe, so vast and dense were the 
clouds of dust, whicir, flying before a fierce wind, enveloped the 
entire field of battle. Lyator’.s Gurkhas and the 3rd Sikhs, under 
Colonel JBoswell, continued to hold the key of tlio position n-ith resolute 
firmnes.s, and a brilliant charge of the 2nd Punjab Cavalry, led by 
Colonel Kennedy, into the mass of hor.«emen sweeping across tire 
plain towards the. exjiosed flank of the batteries, relieved the pressure 


1 “Most of them v'cro big men, with long wliile lobea flowing in the wind, 
right anna with .swords or other weapons extended, and trying to guard tlioir 
bodies (against Martini-Homy bullets !) with shields. Anyone w ith the semblance 
of a heart under his khald jacket could not help feeling something like pity to 
see them thus advancing with their miserable weapons in the face of our guns 
and rifles, but their courage and numbers made them formidable.” (Cai)tain 
■Ebas in Journal of Moyal United Sendee In-iiituiwn, Vnl, XXIV. No. CVII. 
pp. fifif), fiVO.) 

“ The scene was one which bafBe.s description. Such an enormous hodj' of 
Ghazi swordsmen had not been brought together since the battle of Meeanee. 
Tlieir bravery was magnificent, and the fury of their onset tried the nerves 
of our troops for a few minutes, for notliing stopped them short of death.” 
(Chapman, p. 2G2.) 

2 “ They had hardly lini-shed deploying, many of them had omitted to fix 
bayonets, and there was for a few' seconds a tendency among .some of them to 
W'avcr and form into small groups. This, hoivevor, pasBcd away as instantane- 
ously as it arose, and during the rest of the action the men’s steadiness left nothing 
to be desired.” (“Sir Donald Stewmit’s March from Kandahar to Kabul,” 
Maemil’an's Magazine, May, 1881, p. 53.) 

3 “ The disregard for life which the Ghazis exhibited may bo judged of by 
the fact that they charged up to within Ihii-ty yards of Major do Grey Warlor’s 
guns, then firing ease and reversed shrapnell, and thus oonipelled him to retire 
his guns 100 or 160 jmrds.” (Ibid.) 

Stewart in hla Desiiatoh says 200 yards. — H. B. H. 
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on the British right. Nevertheless, the danger was not averted till 
Stewart had thrown all his re.serves, including his own escort, into 
the fighting line.‘ Half a battalion of the lOth Punjal) Infantry and 
the Sappers and Miner.s were sent to deploy on the Gurlthas’ left ; 
the other half-battalion of the Ihth, the company of the, 60th liifles, 
and that of the 25tli Punjab Infantry, were ]jushed into tire open space 
betn'een the guns and the b'Jth Boot, which had quickly recovered from 
its temporary discomfiture ; nliilst the centre of the position, where 
the fighting was at its fiercest, wa.s strengthened by the addition of 
four guns of the Field Battery.' The i.ssue. still hung in the balance 
when the two srpiadrons of the 1st Punjab Cavalry, under Colonel 
0. S. Maclean, that lind been called uyr from Barter’.s Brigade arrived 
on the field, and joining the squadron of the IDtli Bengal Lancers on 
escort duty with the guns, promjitly drove the enemy across the river. 
This cleared Stewart’s right and turned the tide of battle in his favour ; 
and when the 2nd Punjab Cavalry, assi.sted by a few well-directed 
shells from the Heavy guns, had put to flight some horsemen who 
were trying to get round the British left to fall upon the baggage, 
the tribesmen accejited their defeat, and dispersed with such rapidity 
that fighting was over before Barter’s infantry reached the scene of 
action. Their arrival enabled the whole force to make a forward 
movement,’ and by 11 a.m., an hour after the cease-fire had been 

1 Staw.irt’s Djspitsli. 

2 Our numbers actually lighting wore approximately 1,800 infantry, 700 
cavalry (not including the 1st Punjab Cavalry, which joined .afterwards), 13 
Horse Artillery and Field guns, and the Heavy Battery consisting of two 40- 
pounder.s and two 6-.1 inch howitzers.” (Captain R. Itlias in Journal of Jl.U.S. 
Imlitution, Vol. XXIV. p. 071.) 

® “ The fighting Ira.l Listed a little more than an hour ; most of the fugitives 
moved off In the direction of the river .and the Sliilghur Hills beyond, i.e. east- 
ward ; but a large body oollected on a hill more to the north, nearly a mile from 
us. As it was not quite certain whether they might not gather again, a general 
advance was made to some rising ground about 600 yards in front, but they 
had had enough, and after a few w'oU-direoted shells, those on the hills also 
dispersed.” (Ibid,) 
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sounded, not a vestige of tiie great gathering, variously estimated at 
from 12,000 to 15,000 men, was to be discovered. 

Spread abroad over lov^ ground, Ihe (Ihilzai.s were for a time open 
to a destructive pursuit ; but Stewart, fearing lest in the absence 
of hi.s cavalry, tliey might cut in on hi.s right and fall ujjon “the 
large parks and baggage train formed in rcai,” forbore to follow them 
up.‘ What he could not lisk, the Hazaras, who had nothing to lose, 
were eager to undertake. Some two thou.sand of these men, who 
had hovered round the combatants, watching the changing fortunes 
of the fight, fell upon the scattering Afghans and killed many of the 
fugitives. 

Sir Donald Stewart halted for two hours on the field of battle 
to bury the Europeans killed in the action, to collect the bodies of the 
Native dead to bo carried on to the ne.vt camping ground, ““ and to give 
time to the medical officers to attend to the nounded ; then, “ with 
its baggage in close formation,” the wdiole Division moved forward 
over very rough ground to Nani, seventeen miles from the spot w’liero 
it had spent the previous night.’ After crossing the low' pas.s held 
by the Ghilzais the country becomes more open, there are fewer water- 
courses, and the road is bettor, but still sandy and heavy.' 

Tn his De.spatch Stewart pronounced the conduct of his troops in 
this short, but severe engagement, as above all praise, if the character 
of the attack, led by swarms of men ready to buy victory at the 
price of then’ own lives, were taken into account ; and he brought 
three officers — Captain A. Gasclee, Assistant Quartermaster-General, 
Lieutenant 8. Watson, and sub -Lieutenant H. M. Twyman, both of 

1 Stewart’s Despatch. 

2 “ The Native soldiery carried their dead into camp, and cither burnt or 
bui’ied them the same evening.” (MacmilUuCs Magazine,, May, 1881, p. 39.) 

t Stewart in his Despatch states that the distance between Mushaki and 
Nani was 17 miles, w'liioh is confirmed by Maogtegor ; whereas Gaselee in his 
Itinerary makes it 14 J, and Chapman ID miles. — H. B. H. 

r Gaselee. 
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the flOth Foot — .specuilly to the C'ommp.ndcr-iii-CJjiier’s )iotico. The 
forraej' lie himself had seen ‘‘ encouraging tlie retiring line at the 
most critical period of the action,” and “ the gallant example he .set 
the men by advancing towards the enemy and oahnly diootiug down 
some of the most forward of them, had the very best ell'cct on the 
soldiers ; ” whilst 'Watson had been wounded in rallying hi.s regiment, 
and Twyiuan had done his best to save the life of one of his men/ 

The engagement of Ahmed Khcl, critical tor the British, had been 
disastrous for the Afghans. Twelve hundred bodies were eounlcrl on 
the field ; and considering the heavy fire at close (juartors to which 
they were subjected, it is probable lhat the number of the wounded 
fell little short of three thoiusand. T'hat the British casualties, a full 
list of ^vhich is given in the following table, -wore comparatively few', 
was owing mainly to the as.sailants’ mibcrahle weapons ; had the 
Ohazis’ arms been equal to their courage, the result would have 
been a very dilfercnt one. 

TABLE OE KILLED AND WOtJNDEJ) 

]N THiC ExCi.'OBMliNT OK AhMED Ktlla,, 

Officers Wounded. 

Captain R. C'orhotl . . . A-B Royal Hor.se Artillery. 

Captain J. H. Broome . . . 2jid Punjab Cavalry. 

Lieutenant C. J. L. Stuart . . ,, ,, 

Colonel P. S. 'Yorke . . . 19th Bengal Lancers. 

Lieutenant E. .A, Young- ,, 

J ioulenaul hi. S. Mas.sy ,, 

Lieutenant S. D. Cordou . . ,, ,, ,, 

Major and Licutonant-Colonel J. Larv.son, .oOtli Foot. 

Lieutenant and Adjutant S. Watson, ,, ,, 

r “ A like bold attempt rvas made by Major Eraraptoii, 59th Regimenl, in 
the case of a wounded soldier, but it was irapo.«ible to rescue anyone who was 
down ; the Ohazis immediately swarmed round him, like hounds breaking into 
a fox,” (Captain R. Eliaa, Jmirml of R.U.S. InMUittion, "Vol XXI'V'. p. 072.) 

“ lliia officer received eight aword-outs nil of a serious nature, and one bullet 
wound. A sanguine temperament, a good constitution, and the skilful and 
unremitting attention of Surgeon W, B. Miu-pliy saved his life.— H. B. PL 
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Ecs‘^aldal Jowahir Sing . . lOtli Bengal Lancers, 

r.essaldav Mahomed Bhaluiar . ,, „ ,, 

Jemadar fJolab Sing . . . „ 

Non-Commissionctl Oflicers, 2[cn, and Followers Killed. 


One man 

( 'oloLir-Soi'geanl J. H. Clies.sum 
Two men ..... 
One non-commi.ssioned officer 
Two men ..... 
Two non-eommi.'jaioncd oiTicers 

Tlu'eo men 

One man ..... 

One. man 

Two men 

One eamp-followor 

Non-Cam missioned 0 Ulcers, 
One man ..... 

One man 

Sergeant E. Thompson . 

Nino men 

Two men 

Sergeant John Jones 

Three non-eommiasioned officers . 

Sixteen men 

Seven non-coinmi.ssioned officers . 
Thirteen men .... 

Eleven non-commissioned olfioers . 

Thirty men 

One non-commissioned officer 

Eight men 

One folio tt'or .... 

Eour followers .... 
One non-ooramis.sionod officer 
Two men 

CASU.iLTlES 

Ist Piinjah Cavalry 
find Punjab Cavalry 
19th Bengal Ijaucors , 

Total ..... 


oOth Foot. 

2-COth Rifles. 

2nd Punjab Cavalry. 

»» »» J> 

19th Bengal Lancers. 

» > ^ > >» 

2nd Siklis. 

19th Punjab Infantry. 

2.oth Punjab Infantry. 

.A.-B Royal Horse Artillery. 

2ten, and Fnlloioers wounded. 

.1-B Royal Horse .4rtillery. 

0-4 Royal Artillery. 

59th Foot. 

2-()0th Rifles. 

No. 4 Company Sappeis and Miners. 
1st I’unjab Cavalry. 

9> ff >i 

2nd Punjab Cavalry. 

19th Bengal Laneei's. 

»> J» 

2nd Siklw. 

>> 

»> 

3rd Gurkhas. 

19th Punjab Infantry. 

ff >> 

AMONG Horses. 


Killed. 

Wounded. 

M issintf. 

- 

32 

6 

5 

21 

2 

3 

15 

0 

8 

68 

13 
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Austkact. 

Ofiicoi'H Avounded . . ... . . . . .12 

Ni)n-ooinini,sAoned ofli«'T.s, men, and folloAvers killed and u outidod 129 

I'otal . .141 

Casualtioa among horses, 8!). 


On tlio 20th of AiJi'il, the division marched , seven miles over a 
good, level road and camped at Ispandi, a village lying midway between 
Nani and Ghazni. No enemy was .sighted and the wounded bore the 
journey well. A reconnai.s.sanne made in the afternoon by Major 
Lance and Captain Ga.selee .showed that there \AX're no armed men in 
Ghazni, the ruined w'alls of w'hich city wci'o incapable of offering a 
.sircce,ssful rc.sistance.‘ lle.sistancc must, however, at one time have 
been intended, for next day the troop.s marched for .some distance 
between high garden Avails that had evidently been put eprite recently 
into a state of defence. That day, for the first time since leaving 
Khelat-i-Ghilzai, a number of villages were found to be inhabited, 
and as Stewart’s long column irasscd round the city to encamp on the 
ground where Sir John Keane’s force had bivouacked on the 21st of 
July, ]83h, the walls were seen to be crowded with spectators of both 
, sexes. “ 

NotAvithstanding the.se ]n'oofs of a more peaceful spirit prevailing 
among the people of the di.striet, opposition to the British adArance 
Avas not yet at an end. In the course of the 22nd of April, the day 
on which Jjieutcnant Dickie opened hcliographio communication with 
Ros.s’s foi'ce, Stewart learned that thirty thousand tribesmen, led by 
Mushk“i--A.lam and Mahomed Jan, had a.ssemblcd at no great distance 

1 “ NotAAathst<andmg the state of the fortifications, hoAvevor, Ghazni Avould 
be still a difficult place to attack were it held by a determined enemy. Hie 
toAvn is surrounded on every side by » mas.s of gardens Avitliin high mud walla 
and covering a considerable extent of country. Were these to be avoII defended, 
they could not be taken Avitbout a severe loss of life on the attacking .side.” 
(Macmillan’s Magazine, May, 1881, p, 60.) 

2 Deputy Surgeon-General A. Sinith’s Report. 
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from Ghazni ; and a reconnaissance discov^ered an advanced guard 
of this great i(jrcp, some seven thousand strong, posted in tiie villages 
of ITi'nii and Slialez, only six or seven miles from the Bj'itisli camp. 
Measures for their dislodgiuent were concerted the same evening, and, 
at 3.30 next morning, General Palliser moved out to attack them 
with the following troops ■ — - 


A-B Royal Horse Artillery ...... G Guiir, 

11-11 Pm 3 'al Artillery (Mountain) 0 ,, 

1st Punjab Cavalry 322 Sabre.s, 

2nd Punjab Cavalry ‘J2d „ 

2-fiOtli Rifles . ' /)25 Ritles, 

1 5t)i Sikhs 578 „ 

23th Punjab Inbmlry -158 ,, 

2ud Siklis -124 „ 


and a little later the remainder of the division w'as dratvn up about a 
mile out.sidc eanip, ready to render as.sistaucc if called upon to do so. 

Palliser’s troops pushed on as quickly a.s the uneven nature of the 
ground would permit until, from the ere.st of a low range of hills, they 
looked down upon the two villages, the occupants of which, evirlentl}^ 
unaware of tlieir approach, wore throwm into a state of great e.xcite- 
ment hy their sudden appearance — excitement, not fear, for with both 
villages protected hy thick mud walls and the. ground on every side 
either cultivated or broken and marshy, they had good reason to feel 
confidence in the strength of their position. Having satisfied himself 
that with tlic small force at his disjjosal he could not ca))ture either 
Ur.sn or Shalez without a greater loss of life than he felt justified in 
incurring,^ Palliser ordered the guns to shell the villages whilst, with 
the cavalry and infantry, he made a demonstration against tliein, in 
the hope of drawing the enemy into the o^jon ; but the Afghans could 
neither be tempted to leave nor be frightened out of their defences, 

4 “ Such a proceeding, although pmUy certain of suGoesa, must inevitably 
have cost many lives, a .saoriflee wliich the occaaion did not demand, and which 
our small force could ill afiord." {Captain R. Elias, Journal of the, li.UM, 
Imtitution, Vol. XXIV. p. 673.) 
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and lio had io heliograph fur roiiiforcemcnts. Stewart, immediately 
de.spatelicd two luindred and fifty -tlnee men of the 5S)tli, and a liundrcd 
and ninety-one of the 3i'd (iurkharf, to liia lioutonant's a.ssistanco ; but, 
before tlif'y could reach him, many tribesmen from neighbouring 
hamleta liad floched into the space between Ursa and Shalez, so that 
the disparity between the two forces was still maintained. Palliser’s 
next step was to w'ltlidraw his whole column to a ridge two thousand 
five hundred yards in lear, in the expectation that this retrograde 
movement would eSect wliat his deiuoiistration had failed to accom- 
plish ; but the Afghau.s refused to be deceived, and as tliey oontinued 
to lie snug and .safe belund their walls, lie a.sked for definite orders.' 

On receipt of Palhser’s second message, Stew'art made up his 
mind to go hini.self to ids assi.stanee, witli G-4 .Royal Artillery, Ihth 
Bengal Lancers, Hal E- Battalion 50th-T’oot, and a Half-Battalion of 
the 19th Punjab Infantry. At daybreak lie had sent Major Clifford, 
his Political Officer, escorted by a iving of tho 19th Bengal Infantry, 
to elo.so the gates ot the city and keep its inhabitants under observa- 
tion ; now, he left Major Tiilarcl, ivitli 6-11 Royal Artillery (Heavy 
guns), half a Battalion 3rd Gurkhas, and two Companies of Sappers 
and Minors, to guaid the camp against a possible attack, either from 
within or without tlie city, Tillard set his men to work to dig 
slieltcr trendies and construct breastworks of camel- saddles ; but no 
precaution.s that he could take would have sufficed to assure the 
safety of the camp-followers, supplies, and transport animals left to 
the protection of so inadcipatc a force, if it had turned out that the 
enemy had lured away the greater part of Stewart's Division with the 
intention of falling upon the baggage train and commissariat stores.® 

1 Mamnillans jilagasine. May, 1881, p. Bl. 

“ Wo had left our camp seven miles behind, not very strongly pioteoted. 
What if the whole affair had been a rase to inveigle us out, while a large force 
came down from tbs liilLs in our absence and burned ail the tents and stores, etc. ?, 
but tho Afghans are not an enterprising enemy, and there was probably nothing 
to tear.” (Captain K. Elias in Journal of JtM.S. Institution, Vol. XXIV, p, G74,) 
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Luckily for the wliolc Division, no such plan had oecurred to thorn, 
and Stewart’s iask proved easier than he had anticipated. On joiniiig 
Palliscr and assuming command of hi.s troop, s, yir Donald quickly 
decided to make his attack on the village of Shak'K, as, in su doing, 
ho would not endanger lits coninumication.s with Ghazni. In pur- 
suance (if thi.s deci.sion, he ordered Barter, with the 2-OOth Rifles, the 
• 15th yikhs, and the 25th Punjab Infantry, supported by A-B Royal 
Horsci Artillery, the Lst Punjab Gavalry, and the 10th Bengal Lancers, 
to advance by a track that skirted the base of tlie ridge to Avdiich 
Palliscr had retired, turn the enemy’, s true left and .stonn the village 
from behind, whilst Hughes, with the SDth Foot, 2nd Sikhs, and 3rd 
Gurkhas, covered by the fire of 4 guns G-4 Field Battery and the 
Mountain guns, w'as to attack the place in front as soon as Barter's 
assault was fully develojied. The wing of the 19th Punjab Infantry the 
General held in reserve, and he despatched the 2nd Punjab Cavalry, with 
the remaining tivo guns of G-4, to the left to watch the village of Ursu. 

The movement, begun at 11.40 a.m., was crowned wiLli rapid 
success. At sight of the long British line advancing on their front 
and flank, the Afghans, fearing to be cauglit in a trap, beat a hasty 
retreat from both villages, which W'ithin an hour were in the hands 
of the troops. The Cavalry and Horse Artillery pursued tho fugitives 
for some di, stance. ; hut no looting w'as allov\-ed, and when the women 
rushed out of the villages, treinliling for the safety of their houses, 
Sir Donald bade them go back, assuring them that they would not bo 
molested ; he had not come out to fight against women and children.* 

The British casualties were very small — one man of the 2-60th 
Rifles and one of the 1st Punjab Cavalry killed, and one non- 
commissioned officer and one man of the latter regiment and one of 
the 2nd Punjab Cavalry wounded ; whilst the Afghans wore reported 
to have lost 160 killed and 260 wounded.^ The affair in itself was of 

1 Bev. T. J. L. Warnoford. (Sir JUoiiald Sktoart’s Life, p. 33B,) 

2 Report of Depntj'' Surgeon-Genera! A. Smith. 
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ii(j great importance, but its results were far-] eacliing, for the discom- 
fiture o£ tlie Afghan advanced guard was followed by the iminediatc 
dispersal of the large force — from 20,000 to 80,000 — that had assembled 
near Mushk-i-Alam's fort, witli the intention of deliveiing a second 
desperate attack on tlie small British column.' 

During his few days’ halt outside the walls of Ghazni, the political 
situation chiefly occupied Sir Donald fcltowart’.s attention, ffe felt that 
it would be iiupolitio to move on, a mere bird of passage, leaving 
chao.s behind him ; yet he was convinced that any Governor of hi.s 
appointing would have small clrance of retaining his position for a day 
after his departure, and ho was determined that, so far as he wa.s 
concerned, no Afghan should be able to say that Brrtlsli frioirdship 
had done him an injury udUr his own jreopled Looking round for some 
nran to take the govorrrruent of the province fully off his hands, he 
ascertained that Sirdar Mahomed Alani was willing to undertake lire 
task, pirovidcd that he (Sir Donald) wonld guarantee his position and 
permit the heir- apparent, Musa Jan, to reside in Ghazni under his 
charge — conditions which Stewart felt justiiied in aoeepbing. The 
appointment gave groat .satisfaction to the people of Ghazni, and 
Stewart, anxious to leave not oirly order but peace behind him, advised 
the Hazaras, who had come to him irr alarnr, declaring “ that they 
could not live alongside the Afghans again,” to see the iruw Governor, 
who had expressed himself ready to meet them half-way. “If a truce 
can be seerrred for a time,” so wrote this true statof-irrarr to hi.s wife, 
“ both sides will see that it will be in their own interest.s to let bygones 
be bygones.” * 

On the 25tlr of April, Stewart’s Division resumed its march, and 

1 Jifacmillan’s Magazine, May, 1881, p. 61. 

2 Life of Sir D. Stewart, jrp, 337, 338. 

3 This selection “ quieted the people, for llioy saw that the viotorious 

English General was willing to make over a city and district which were absolutely 
at hia mercy, to be administered by one of their own Sirdars.” (Article in 
Maernittan's Magazine, May, 1881.) '* Life of Sir D. Stewart, p. 337* 
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after crossing the Shah-i-TJahan Pass, the sninmit of which is 9,100 
feet above sea-level, and a wide plateau, watered bj'- numerous Karezes, 
yet destitute of cultivation — a sign of the unsettled .state of the country 
— de.scended into the 37ardak Valley and halted at Sha.shgao, thirteen 
and a half mile.s north of Ghazni. Major A. A. A. Kinlock, escorted 
by a party of the 3rd Bengal Cavalry and accompanied by Majoi» 
General -T. Hills, arrived in camp the same evening, .sent by Boss to 
open coinnumication with Sir Donald Stewart. 

l-!,os.s had ari’ived at Sheikabad, on the 23rd, to find the hills in 
the vicinitj'' of that village .strongly held by the enemy, and though 
they had retired from them before numerous and active reconnoitring 
parties, they i-eoccupled them ne.xt morning. The .same day it was 
reported that a largo body of tribe.smon wore approaching from the 
North, and a thousand men, led by Abdul Ghafur of Lagar, actually 
.surrounded a hundred Sappers and two companies of Gurldias, engaged 
in road-making, and had to be driven off by cavalry.' On the 25th a 
large number of Ghilzais were discovered within two milo.s of the Briti.sh 
camp, and Boss sent out Lieutenant-Colonel F. F. B,owcroft with — 

2 Screw Guns No, 4 Monixtain Battery . Lieutenant H. M. Saudbaok, 

1 Troop 3rd Bengal Cavalry . . . Major G. W. Wllock, 

2 Conuianiea 2-0 tli Pool .... Captain C. M. Stockloy, 

Wing 4th Gurkhas Major J. Hay, 

supported by Half a Troop 3rd Bengal Cavalry, commanded by a 
Native Officer, and 3 Conipanie.s 24th Punjab Infantry, commanded by 
Captain P. H. Wallerstein, all under Major B. M. Combe, to turn them 
out of their position, which was evidently a strong one. 

Covered by the well-dirooted lire of the guns, the infantry cphcldy 
dislodged the Ghilzais from their first line of defence. At the second, 
they made a more determined stand ; but Combe turned their Jlank 
wliilst Eoweroft forced them out of their entrenchments with the 

1 Lijs of Rir Charles Maegregor, Vol. II. p. 196. 
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bayonet, ilcanwliile, another liocly of tlie enemy had. appeared on 
Roweroft’s left, to di,sj)er.'^e wlucli OharlcH Goiigli went out witli four 
companies of the 4th Gurklias and two sej’OA^' guns, the fire of whicli 
soon compelled the Ghikai.y to heat a retreat. Hotly jn'eased by 
Pvoweroft’s troops, they lost a standard and a considerahle number 
of men— forty dead bodies were counted on the field — yet, notwith- 
standing their defeat, they reappeared the ne,\t day on the hills near 
camp), and Gough had again to go out again.st them with the screw 
guns, the Uth Foot, and the 23rd Pioneei'.s. Under the fire of the guns, 
which wore sighted for two thou.‘=and yards, two compranios of each 
regiment, led h}^ Colonel Daunt, .scaled the lull -side, and when they 
reached the summit — two thou.sand three hundred feet above camp, 
nine thousand two hundred above sca-Ievel — the enemy bolted, leaving 
a few dead behind them ; and after that, Ro.ss’.s column which, from 
first to last, had only lost one man 4th Gurkhas killed, and one man 
2-9th Foot and three Gui'khas wounded, yyas left in p')eaoe. 

Whilst Gough was breaking down the Ghilzais’ resistance, Stewart 
was inarching in lovely wcathei- from Rhashgao to Haft Asia. On the 
27th, he moved on to Hydin Khol by a narrow, I'ough road running 
at the foot of the hills, on the edge of a piopulous and well-cultivated 
country, and on the 28th, he joined hands with Ilo,s,s, and took leave 
“ with sorrow ■” of the Cthaziii Field Force, tiio temp)orary command 
of which was taken over by General Hughes. Next day, ho joined 
Ross’s column on its ivay back to Rir-i-Tup ; at Argandeli he and 
Robert-s met, and, on tho 2nd of May, the two Generals entered Kabul 
together. 

The troops over wlueli Sii’ 1). Stewart now assumed comm and, known 
thenceforward a.s the Northern Afghanistan Field Force, numbered 
roughly spieaking thirty-six thousand, organized into four Divisions, 
and distributed along Wo hundred miles of more or less piracticable 
road. The First and Second Divisions, commanded respiectively by 
Sir F. Robert, s and Major-General Ross, administrative control ol 
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both being still vested in liio former offieor, consisted of all the corps 
that Sir Donald iiad found in Kabul on his ariival in tiiat citj’ ; the 
Ghazni Field Force, which under Major-General J. Hills uas to occupy 
the Logar Valley as soon as the paths Jeading into it had been made 
ju'acticable for artillery, constituted the Third , and to the Fourth, 
eoxnniandcd by Major-Gtmeral Blight, belonged all the troojis on the 
Kiiybcr line that had been ivithdraum in February from Koberts's 
control. It was intended that Major -General J. Watson's column in 
the Kuraui .should also come under Wtewart’s ordens, a.s .soon as the 
road over the Shutargardan had been reopened, but eominunication 
rvitii India via the Kiirain Valley wasnov'crre-establislicd, and Watson 
roniainod in independent command to the end of the war. 

Obseiivations 

OBSEKVATtON I. Fivta ii .stralfgic.al point of view (he inarch 
from Kandahar to Kabul must be condemned. Sir Donald Stewart's 
Force was a Flying Column without base and witlionl, .sujiport, and 
though accompanied by a large transport train, it was virtually de- 
pendent for it.s food and forage, at the mo.st unfavonraiile season of 
the year, on a country always poor and which had been already twice 
invaded— -1110 second invasion extending a.s far as Shalrjui. To 
depend on local supplies where supplies, at tJie be.st of time.s, are 
•scarce and only to be obtained by a well -organized foraging system, 
is to incur starvation in ease of defeat, and defeat was narrowly escaped 
at Alnncd Kbol. Had there boon no other way of retirement open 
to the Kandahar gan'i.son, necessity would have excused the risk ; but 
there wms nothing to prevent their returning to India by the Bolau, 
aiul the two objects which Lord Lyttou luwl at heaid, viz. the plaeing 
of affairs in Northern Afghanistan in .Sir Donald iStewart's hands, 
and the giving the Afghans a crowning proof of the Didtish Empire's 
irresistible power by breaking up the opposition of which Ghazni had 
been the centre, before relieving them of the presence of a British 
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army of occupation, could luwe been attained more quickly and 
economically by tlinii rontc. Tlianka to the completion of the Sukkur- 
Sibi railway, Ktewart could have been in Peshau'ar within ton days 
of leaving Kandahar. Anotlior ten days vvould have seen him estali- 
lished in Kaliul, after enjoying the advantagt! of inspecting the Khyber 
Force on his Avay uj) ; any reinforcements deemed e.ssential to the 
success of the final military operations could have been drawn from 
India, their place heing taken by the Bengal Division, a.s one regiment 
after another folknvcd in the footsteps of its commandor ; and no one 
can question that the les.sou Avhich Lord Lytton was so anxious to 
impress upon the Afghans, could have been taught with greater 
expedition and gieater thoroughness, at loss risk and les.s cost, by 
troops acting from a strong lja.se at iSlierpur, only ninety niile.s from 
Ghazni, than by a foicc Avithout a ba.se of any Icind, marcliing on that 
city from Kandahar, three hundred and .sixteem miles awaj''. The 
still simpler and more economical plan of railing l.he Bombay Division 
to Peshawar, and leaving the Bengal Division at Kandahar, could 
not be adopted on account of the great strain it would have put on the 
loyalty of Native troopi.s that liad already been eighteen month.s absent 
from their homes. 

Besponsibility for this faulty movement must Ijo divided between 
the military and political authoritie.s in India, and Sir Donald Stewart ; 
for if they planned and ordered it, /le accepted their orders without 
remonstrance, either failing to see that the plan was vicious, in which 
case Ids military judgment wa.s at fault, or else .shrinking from the 
performance of a duty vvdrich Napoleon declared to bo obligatory upon 
every Commander when directed to undertake operations which he 
believed to be dangerous and unwise “ It is hifi " (the General's) 
“ duty to represent his reasons and to insist upon a change of plan ; 
in short, to give in his resignation rather than allow himself to bocomo 
the instrument of his army’s ruin.” 

The fact that Stewart offered to undertake the march with con* 
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Klderaltly loss than his whole divieion, looks as if he nndorvalued the 
risks to lie run ; but it is not safe to put this intcrprotation upon the 
proposal, for if, in one direction, those risks would have been increased, 
in another, they would have been lessened. The problem that pre- 
sented itself to liim may he thus stated ; — 

The larger the force I take with me, the greater will be the difficulty 
of feeding it ; the smaller that force, the greater the probability of its 
being overwhelmed by tlie enemy — which alternative shall I choose ? 

It is evident that ho preferred the latter, and the preference was 
to some extent justified by the fact that in order to procure food and 
forage for tho larger force, in.sisted on by the Commander-in-Chief, he 
had to broalc it up and to expose one of his Brigades to the danger of 
attack under eonditiona winch must prevent the other from coining 
to its assistance. 

On.siiUVATro-N If. Lf the strategy of the march to Kabul was had, 
tlie tactics of the action at Ahmed Kliel were wor,se. Their errors may 
be summarized a.s folloivs : — 

(1) Keglecting to keep tlie Force in close touch on the line of marcii. 

(2) Rusbiug on the enemy without waiting for the reinforcements 
that had been called up. 

(3) Deploying when within the enemy’s striking distance. 

(4) Pushing the tlor.se and Field Ai’tillery in advance of tho 
Infantry, whilst the latter were still in the act of forming line. 

(5) Placing the 1 fith Bengal Laneers at the, e.xtrcmity of tho left 
flank of the line of battle, on ground quite unsuitable to the movements 
of eavaby. 

(1) Sir Donald fcitewart laiew that a largo body of Glulzais was in 
the neighbourhood, yet he suffered Barter’s Brigade to be six miles in 
rear of Hughes ’.s, and separated from it by a long, straggling baggage 
train. If, after the battle, be was able to move on over very difficult 
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ground AV'ith Jiis “ baggage in close formation,” he could have advanced 
in the same foiniation before the battle ; and he .should liavo ordcu’ecl 
hi.s leading ti'oops to regulate tlicir speed by the pace of the transport 
train, and not have allowed it to rush on in it.s anviety to got a.s (j^uickly 
as po.ssibio to the next eaiH2)ing ground. 

(2) There was nothing in the jiosition of aifairs when the irro.sonce 
of the enemy uas reported to ytewait, to compel liim to give battle 
immediately ; and in deciding to take the oifensivo rvith only two- 
thirds of his troo^is, ho violated tlie most imiiortant of all Napoleon's 
maxims ; — “ When yon have resolved to light a battle, collect your 
■whole force. DivSirense with nolhing. A single battalion sometimes 
deckles the day.” 

(3) Having made up his mind to fight, Stewart sliould have taken 
the .steps that must ]irccede an engagement, at a sufficient distance, 
from the ciiemyhs known po.sition to allow of the necessary change of 
formation being carried out in an ordeily manner. Hi.s withholding 
the order to dejiloy till the leading troo^rs were w ithin fourteen hundred 
yards of the hills occupied by the Ghilzais, proved that he grossly 
underestimated tlieir numbers and their courage ; and he narrowly 
escaped paying for hi.s niiscnlcnlation by defeat, with all the tcrrilde 
con.se(|ucnces which defeat must have entailed upon troo^is dependent 
for exi.9tence, day by day, upon sujiplios which they would not have 
been in a position to collect — Sup^iosing them to have e.scaj)ed imme- 
diate annihilation and to liave saved their military store.s. 

(4) Artillery cannot jirotect itself, and therefore it should not be 
Ijkiecd in an exposed jjosition beyond tlie line of battle. If -within 
nni.skotry range of the enemy, it is in danger of having its horses shot 
down, and thu.s lieing deprived of the power to retreat ; if, retaining 
its mobility, it i.s comirelled to fall hack In ha.sto, it carries confusion 
into the ranks of the infantry in rear. This rule i.s of universal applica- 
tion, but the need for its observance is even greater in a mountainous 
than in a flat country. In a very valuable account of the action of 
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Ahmod Klicl, published in the Journal of the United Service Institution 
of India for July, 1881,^ Lieutenant ]\I, Martin, R.E., after granting 
that the first artillery position — 1,300 yards — was possibly too near the 
enemy, contends that, U’ith young infantry, it is mot e than ever neces ' 
saiy to have one or two batteries of the older and steadier artillery in 
the firing line. But even with the safeguards furnished by the 
steadiness and experience of the selected batteries, the dangers 
inherent in such a position outweigh the advantages attaching to the 
confidence which its presence may inspire in inexpeiieneed infantry ; 
and the younger the troops, the greater the risk of their losing their 
lioad.s should that confidence prove to have been without foundation, 

(6) The exposed flank of cavalry should always be protected by 
some obstacle, or by infantry ; and when employed to .suiipoit 
infantry or artillery, it should be placed in roar of suoli troops, or 
ochcloimod on their flanks. 

Observation HI. The enemy ’.s plan of atlaelc was ably conceived 
and so boldly delivered as to be within an ace of success ; yet, the 
Afghan loader would have done better to resist the temptation otfered 
him by vStewart’s delay in deploying. Commanding, as he did, a brave 
but ill-disciplined and badly armed army, ho should liavc awaited 
attack ; and when the well-armed, well-disciplined British troop.s had 
been di'awn on to ground, ail the advantages of which ironld have been 
in his favour, he should have a.ssailed them with his infantry, ^rhilst 
falling upon the baggage brain with hi.s imniorous cavalry. Such 
tactics could hardly have failed of sucecs.s, and Sir I). Stewart had 
good reason to congratulate hiin,scK on the fact that ho was not the 
only commander on that day to make ini.stako,s. 

The following x)assage from Lieutenant Martin 'a article may be 
quoted in support of the criticisms contained in the above ohserva- 


1 Vol. X. No. 47. 
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tions ; — “ An open plain Lay to our right, between the Ghazni road and 
the Ghazni river, away from the enemy. We had over throe liours’ 
notice of ids wishing to engage. On this plain it woidd have boon 
easy to i>ark the baggage in square under cliarge of, say, the 25th 
N.i. and one squadron Jst P.O., releasing the iStli Sikhs. GOth Jtifle.s 
and Ist P.C., with the Mountain battery il-i J It, A., for active opera- 
tions. Ail baggage guard.s might liave joined thoir corps (the cavalry 
especially), and though .some inconvenience might have rc.sultcd, it was 
bettor than the risk of attacking with an insnfficiciit force. More, 
in fact, might have been done to ensure the siiccc.ss of the action before 
the safety of the baggage. The greater contained Ihc le.ss.” 

“ The action of Ahmed Khel on the Randahar-Ghazni road maybe 
taken as an example of the best form of triba.l resistairce, as a con- 
siderable amount of skill and forethought was .shoAvn. .According to 
tlu'ir own accounts, they .sehicted an occasion Avlum our Division was 
a hundred miles from any support (from Kabul and Khc)at-i-Ghilzai). 
They assembled a force, .said to outnumber our.s by ten to one, largely 
composed of fanatic.s, and they oho.se their position. This wa.s on 
our left flank and parallel to our lino of advance on Ghazni. The 
greater number of the enemy AA’erc concealed behind the hills on our 
left, and only a certain number paraded in three lines on the crest and 
slope tow'ards n.s. The bottom or foot of this slope ended in rolling 
ground and nulla.s, which ailordod plenty of cover from fire and oppor- 
tunity for formation, and placed our gums and riflc.s, as aa^cII a.s our 
cavalry, at a great disadvantage.” 



CHAPl’EIi, XXllII 


A Great Financial Blunder 

Ow the 24tli of February, 1880, the Indian budget ^ras laid before 
tiio Viceroy’s Council by the Financial jHeinbor, Sir John Strachey. 
According to tlie usual custom, his statement dealt ^yith the past, 
present, and future, finally closing the accounts for the Financial year, 
1878-79, revising tlie estimates for 1880, and presenting a forecast of 
ox}jendituro for 1880-81 : the cost of the whole war, therefore, from 
its inception in the autumn of 1878 to its expected termination in the 
autumn of 1880, was determined by its figures, and they proved to be 
much more favourable tlian liad been antici^jated. For the first 
time for many years, tire finances of India had siiown, and were still 
showing, such signs of elasticity that Sir John Stracliey was able to 
announce the al)andonmont of a proposed tax on official and profe.s- 
aional incomes, the fear of wliicii had been troubling Anglo-Indian 
society. For the year 1878-79, there was a surplus of £2,014,000 ; the 
surplus for 1879-80 was, of course, mucii smaller — only £119,000; 
but there were good grounds for believing that 1880-81 would yield 
at least £417,000 in excess of expenditure after all claims connected 
with the war liad been fully met, including £4,000,000 spent on rail- 
way construction and extension, wliicb, though arising out of the war, 
could not fairly be charged against it. 

The true war expenses had, so far, been surprisingly small — £676,000 
in 1878-79, £3,216,000 in 1879-80 — ^and so accurate were the accounts 
furnished by the Military Department to the Financial Department, 
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thab Sir John felt suro that lie was not erring on the .side of under- 
eatiniating liahilitics when lie fixed £2,090,000 as the anioiint tliat 
would be j'equii'od to meet all war chajges in IS80-81 ; .so that the 
whole cost of the oper‘ation.s in Afghanistan, after .setting oii tlie gain 
under railway and telegraph revenue, would not execi'd 115,752,000. 

At the close of his .speech. Sir John Stiachey was waimly congratu- 
lated by his colleagues ; all the more wuirmly beoause of a cliargo of 
deliberately falsifj'ing the military accounts to the extent of .IK), 000, 000, 
in order to conceal the real cost of the war, to w'hich pul)]icity had just 
been given by no less a person than Mr. W. 111. flladstono, a charge 
ba.sod upon information wdiich had, ho declared, heon given him with 
“ such an appearance of truth that ho thouglit it right to mention it 
publicly in order that, if inaccurate, it might be contradicted.” Sir 
J. Stracliey's figures gave the contradiction asked for in antliorltativc 
form, and in the debate tliat fallowed tlie reading of tlio budget. Lord 
Lytton protested indignantly against sucli anonymous acou.sation.s, 
and declared that ” so far from seeking to conceal the true cost of the 
war, they (tlie Indian Government) had charged again, st it all Rtore.s 
and materials, as well as the cost of frontier railways, telegraphs, and 
postal communication.” 

The discrepancy between the Viceroy’s statement and Sir J. 
Strachcy’.s with regard to frontier raibvays would hai^c been of little 
imi)ortance, if the latter had been able to sub.stantiato lii.s claim to 
have met e.xpendituro of all kinds out of current revenue ; but, un- 
fortunately, the figures on which the Financial Member of Gouncil had 
founded his calculations turned out to be inaccurate to an almost 
incredible extent, and the fair fabric of national credit and prosperity 
wdiich he had huilt upon them, collapsed wdion touched by the sharp 
spear of truth. That destructive touch came from the- Gomptrollcr- 
Gencral, wdio, early in March, brought the alarming drain from the 
Punjab treasuries in connection with the war, to the notice of the 
Financial Meinhcr of Council, and the inquiries that w'cre forthwith 
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sot oil foot I'evealed the startling fact that, from October I87S to the 
end of ilareli 1880, tlie net recorded "drafts upon the ci\ul treasuries 
all over India, hut chiefly upon those in the Punjali, exceeded the net 
recorded military exjienditure liy £4,214,000, of which .sum about 
£2,000,000 wa.s debitahle to tlie first phase of tlio war, and the balance 
to tlie .second. 

£1,214,000 was a large .sum to figure as an undetected deficit ; hut 
still more searching irivc.stigatiou.s raised the acknowledged cost of the 
ivar from £0,060,000 in March to £16,770,000 in October, and to 
£17,408,000 ‘ in November, 1880, whilst supplementary e.stiniates 
suhniittcd by the Govoi'nment of India in .March 1881, finally brought 
np the total to £10,574,000; so that Sir J. Strac)hey’.s Budget was 
wrong not to the extent of £6,000,000, the sum at wdiich the error in 
the Indian Finances was set down by Mr. Gladstone's informant, 
hut of £13,800,000, probably the largest mi.scalculation ever made in 
the accounts of a nation. 

The truth once known. Sir E. Johnson, Military Member of the 
Viceroy's Council, had no diiiieulty in oxifiaining tlic causes which 
had vitiated Ids calculations,- They were : — 

1. Purchase of large numbers of transport animals, partly as a 
measure of improved organization, partly on account of owners’ 
unwillingness to hire out their beasts. 

2. Purchase and transportation to the front and along the lines 
of communication of six months’ supplie.s, a precautionary measure 
rendered necessary Ijy uncertainty as to the duration of the war. 

3. Enormous increase in the price of gi'ain and other supplies pur- 
chased in India, due to increasing demand and growing scarcity. 

4. Similar increase in the j)i’ices of firewood, forage, and other 
articles proomable in Afgluuiistan. 

r Thi.s sum did not iirclnde the capitation value of the pensions for the 
w'ounded, or for the families Of those who had died or heon killed.— ~H, B, II, 

2 Minute dated 1st May, 1880. 
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6. Raising the wages of all followers north of the Jholam and 
supplying them with half-rations, in coiisecjnence of the unpopularity 
of service in Afghanistan, and the competition in tlie ialjour market 
of the railway authorities, engaged in coustmeting tlie line to Rawal 
Pindi. 

6. Portifying all important positions, and erecting rvorks for the 
shelter and protection of ti-oops at Kabul and along the lines of 
communication. 

7. Exhaustion of local sources of sipiply, both of the nece.s.sarics 
of life and of the animals required for tlieir transportation, an 
exhaustion which compelled the Commis.sariat and Trairsport Depart- 
ments to go ever furtlicr and further afield in tlieir efforts to iceep the 
troops be 3 mnd the frontier in a state of efficiency. 

Ei'om a consideration of all these points Sir E. Jolinson arrived at 
the conclusion, that in .such operations as tliosc in wliicli tlie Indian 
Government was engaged, their cost increased in a jirogressivc rat io, 
week by week, with their continuance ; and he followed up the, enuncia- 
tion of this pilnciple by the confession that, in jireparing the war 
estimates for 1880-81 , ho had failed to appreciate the main fact of 
the progressive rates of expenditure, necessarily increasing through an_ 
exiiansion both of the period and the scope of the operations which 
had since been developed, and by generou.sly taking upon himself all 
responsibility for the financial blunders of the budget. 

Less frank than the Military Member of Council, Sir J. Strachoy 
dofonded both liis colleague aud himself on the ground that they had 
“ been misled by accounts Avhich were, in themselves, so far as they 
went, perfectly accurate, but wliiph, novertholess, failed to show the 
actual expenditure of the war,’' just as if it were not the special duty 
of a Finance Minister to see that the accounts submitted to him wore 
not only “ accurate so far as they went,” but accurate to the last 
rupee expended. It is impossible to conceive on what lines Sir John 
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iSLrachoy frauied his budget in the ab.sonec of the I'cturns of the local 
treasuL'ics ; calk'd for in the end, tliey enabled liim to discover the 
deficit, and to rliscntangle from the mass of disbur-,pmerits contained 
in them, tlie share of ex]K'nditiiic to be debited to military C)pcrations, 
and what he did in the end, he eould have done at the beginning. 

But, (|iiite ajiart fiom the speeific errons whicli falsified the budget 
of 1880-81, the inadequacy' of the .sum put down as the past, larescnt, 
and jn'ospeclive cost of military operations should have been apparent 
to tlie Viceroy and every member of hi.s Council ; for it was not a first 
Afghan War in wliieh they were engaged, but a .second, and the ae- 
cQuuts of it.s predecessor were on record for eoiupari.son and gukunce . 
It is true that the first lasted a y'ear longer than the .second — three 
and a half years against two and a half — and cost two millions le.'i.s ; 
but, in the former, fewer trooi)s were employed than in the latter ; no 
lino.s of communication were held; lire proportion of Eurojiean to Xative 
troox^.s, and of cavalry and artillery to infantry, was much smaller ; 
and the equipment of all three arms far ]es.s expicnsive ; so that the 
factors making for economy in it.s conduct more than outweighed the 
co.st of ite longer duration. But to profit by the experience of others 
was the last thing to enter into the Vieex-oy's mind. From the day 
when three ilFequippcd armies entered Afghanistan, without mairs 
and Avithont acce,s.s to the va.st stores of knowledge hidden away in 
Macgregor’.s flazetteer ; or, to go further hack still, from the day when 
Lord Lytton wrote lightly of marching to the Oxus, and set down the 
expense of a jxermanent occupation of Afghanistan as a trifle hardly 
to be taken into account in framing an Afghan policy, ignorance and 
contempt of facts marked every stop taken by the Head of the Indian 
Government, and moat of his subordinates were as ready as he to live 
in a fool’s paradise. The letter to Lord Cranbrook in which Lord 
Lytton repudiated all responsibility for the gigantic financial blunder 
which had disgraeod his administration, is the best possible evidence 
of his unfitness for his high office, revealing, as it does, liis mq,bility 
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to grasp the principle, tardily diaeuvered by iSir E. Johnson, of pro- 
grcsaivc rates of expenditure in war, or the still more vital truth that, 
war once begun, expenditure must be regulated by military needs, 
not by the wishes of its author. 

“ Kir Edwin Johnson,” .so the Viceroy told his correspondent, 
“ has -written a Minute (pid)lishcd at hi.s rccpiest) in -which he tabes 
upon himself the whole personal responsibility for what has occurred, 
and endeavours to explain how it happened. But I can neither under- 
stand nor accept his explanations. For not a single additional military 
charge has been sanctioned by me since his estimates were framed 
and submitted with confidence to the ]-i'inancial Department, -which 
adopted them without distru.st. Nor liavo the known conditions and 
prospects of the campaign in any wise altered since then ; and the 
calculations on which Sir E. Johnson now professes to have framed 
Ins estimates, have had no warrant from myself or the Political De- 
partment. Ever since the commcncoment of the first campaign in 
Afghanistan, T have laboured without ceasing, and under great diffi- 
culties, to keep down military expenditure. You know something 
of my later efforts in this direction. In the course of them 1 have 
frequently rejected the costly and ill-considered proxiosals of my 
military advisers, and have been taken to task by the Duke of Cam- 
bridge and others for so doing.” 

Lord Lytton’s bewilderment at finding military exx3enditure 
refusing to fit itself to the estimates sanctioned by him, and 
prices going up without any warrant from the jiolitical dexrartment, 
is touching in its naivet6 ; and so is his picture of himself as the one 
true economist, struggling against the extravagance of his military 
advisers. An earlier letter to Lord Cranbrook throws light on the 
efforts to stem expenditure of which he boasts. “ I do hope,” so 
ho nuote immediately after the relief of Kherpur, *' that our military 

I To Lord Cranbrook, May Hth, 18S0. {Letters of Mohert, First Earl of 
Lytton, p. 213.) 
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authoritioR ^vill not encourage tlie foolish cry which ahvays re-ariscs 
oil occasions like this, for big battalions in a country where it is 
almost ira]jossible to food small ones. Had I given in to this cry 
at tlie outset of the campaign, what would have boon the ]iosition 
of General Roberts during the last week ? (the week of the siege). 
Absolutely untenable. '' '■ 

It is impo.ssible not to feel sympathy with a Coniiuandor flung 
with an m.signifiGanL, ill-equipped force into the heart of Afghanistan, 
driven by his nece.ssitie.s, and the loss of his communications, to ro.sort 
to inothod,s ivhich raised the whole country against him, and when 
the paucity of lii.s troops had noai-ly bi-ought about thoir destruction, 
e.^epeoted to be thankful to the ■wisdom which had limited their numbers. 
That small battalion.s had little charm for General Roberts during the 
ten days, when he and tliey were .shut into an enclosure three times too 
large for them to defend, is shown by his peremptory orders to Gough 
to hasten, at all liazards, to his assistance. Reinforcements, in the 
end, had to bo given him, at greater co.st than would have been 
incurred by doubling, in the begiiming, the size of hi.s force, and 
waiting to do.spafcch it till it could ho fuiTii.shcd with suificient 
supplies to render it practically independent of local resources. 

1 To Lord Cranbrook, Secretary of State for India, Dooember 31st, 1S70. 
{Lord Lyttorfs Indian Adminisitalion, pp. 394, 393.) 
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Beginning of Negotiations with Abdur Rahman 

If the state of the Indian finances, in 1880, called loudly for a cesyation 
of hostilitu'.s, the political outlook during the early ]mrt of tho year n'as 
unfavouraldo to the object — release from j'esponsibility for order in 
Afghaniblan — \\'hicli had come to he up])ermosL in the thoughts and 
^vishes of tlie British and Indian Goveniinents. In Kandaliar, a man 
had, indeed, been found willing to assume the title of an independent 
ruler ; but so little faith had Shor All Khan in his ability to maintain 
himself in the position to which he had lieeii raised, that the curious 
spectacle presented ilself of the British authorilies insisting on safe- 
guarding the dignity of their nominee by withdrawing their troops to 
a distance from liis oaiDital, and tlie nominee j^leading for them to be 
left at its gates, if not within its ■Hudls, proposing to send his family 
to India, and hinting his ]-cadincss to follow them thither and accept 
a pension in lieu of a throne.' But if the .settloinent arrive,d at in 
Southern Afghanistan ofTcred no jn'ospcct of stability, except that 
afforded by tho presence of a strong British force, elsewhere no 
advance had been made towards the establishment of a Govoinment 

1 Afy/umixlan (1881), No. 1, x>. .81. 

“ I am bound to confess that I know of ito other Sirdar who would have 
filled the post (thrust on him, as it were) as faithfully towards us as did the 
Wall. He was an honourable man and did not keep matters from us. 1 saw' a 
good deal of him and can speak from experience. The mistake we mado was in 
supposing that Afghans would ever submit to a prince supported by foreign 
bayoiiots.” (C'ommcnls on the Campaign in Sniiihcrn Afrjlimiistaii, 1880, by 
Colonel F. J. S. Adam, Assistant Quartermaster-Genoral.) 
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of any kind. Tlie British Government, apparently at the suggestion 
of Lord Lytton,' had oficred to make over Herat to Persia, “ under 
sufficient guaranto6.s for her good administration of it and for her 
adcrpiate protection of British and Indian interests at that point, 
and with a special reservation of our right to occupy the place with 
British force.s in certain eventualities.” - But Persia had declined to 
accept the gift coupled with such terms, and weighted with the nece.ssity 
of fighting Ayub Khan for its possession. Things were no better at 
Kabul, though, stimulatod to activity by the luiowdedge of Lord 
Lytton’.s anxiety to lighten as quickly as po.ssihle the burden which 
liis Afghan policy had imposed upon India, Sir P. Roberts spent much 
time in scanning the raiik.s of the Afghan princes in search of the 
most competent and least untrustworlh}'- Sirdar ” to recommend 
to the Indian Government as the successor of Yalnib Khan. Wali 
Mahomed, the enemy and rival of the clepo.sed Amir, had, at first, 
seemed the most likely person to take his place, but the doubts as 
to the sincerity of his British proclivities which had taken possession 
of Roberts’s mind on the 11th of Hccemhor, and subsequent proof of 
Wali Mahomed’s lack of the qualities needed in the ruler of a divided 
and Ian less people, led to his name being strucli: off the list of i^ossihlo 
candidates for the post. Other members of tlie royal family were 
successively passed in review ; but of none of these could it he pre- 
dicted that he would be strong enough to rule Kabul, and at tlic same 
time ruiambitious enough to be content with the position of " a Native 
ruler in subordinate alliance with ourselves, supported and controlled 
by a strong British Cantonment established at some suitable point.” ’ 
No one satisfactory to the Indian Government presenting himself 
and the reasons for retirement growing daily more pressing, it was 
decided, at last, to leave the selection of their future Head to the 
, Afghans themselves, their freedom of choice being limited in one 


1 Afghanistan (1881), No. 1, p. 30. 
s Ibid. p. 8, ® Ibid. p. 7 
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direction only, Init that the direction in v\hich the majority of Afghans 
\Nnrt' still inclined to look. The leaders of the tribal combination, 
which had dissolved, as a military organization, after the raising of 
tlie siege of fclhcrpur, had given ])roof of their continued political unity 
by addressing to JSir F. Roberts lettcr.s containing a deiiiand for Yakub 
Khants restoration — and to Yakub Khan’s restoration Lord L3dton 
was resolved never to consent. In explaining to Lord Cranbrook his 
reasons for thi.s resolution, he asked, after enumerating all the deposed 
Amir’s imputed nu.sdecds and shortcoming.s, whether it was conceiv- 
able that a prince, now virtually a State prisoner at Meerut, should, 
if restored by us to the throne of Kabul, abide one moment longer 
than ho could ]3o.ssibly help by the terms of any agreement with us 
that A\'as based on the dismemberment of his kingdom, the permanent 
alienation of two of its fairest provinces (Kandahar and Horal), and 
the gift of one of them (Herat) by a Foreign Power to such an hereditary 
and hated rival as Persia ? ‘ There was lint one possible answer to 
tills question — fidelity to such a treaty could not bo looked for from 
file Meerut prisoner, .so llie Viceroy liad the ajiproval of the Seeretaiy 
of State in instructing liobeits “to proclaim in Kabul that Yakub 
Khan’s abdication was irrevocable.’’ ’ 

Just ivlion there seemed least prospect of finding a prince for “ the 
diminislied kingdom ■” came a rumour that Abdur Rahman, tlic nepliew 
and defeated rival of Amir Slicre Ali, emerging from ids twelve-year- 
long exile in Rus.sian Turkestan, had crossed tlio Amur and occupied 
Ghori ; tiiat Sultan Mnrad Klian Iiad joined him, and that troojis .sent 
by Ghulain Hyder Khan to oppose his advance iiad gone over to iiini, 
Major St. John, wdio was at Calcutta with tlie Viceroy when tiie news 
readied India, sent by Stewart to discuss matters connected with 
file iicAv order of things to be e.stablished at Kaiidaliar, at once sug- 
gested the desirability of entering into communicatioia. ivUli a man. 

1 Lord Lyiton'a Indinn Adwhiiatmtion, p. 399, 

^ Ibid. p. 396. 
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who had certainly come with the intention of e.stahlitjhing himself on 
his father’s throne, and wliose past career had given evidence of the 
strength of character and ability in which all his relatives seemed to 
be conspicuous^ lacking. 

Catching eageily at the suggestion, Lord Lytton, w ith the somewhat 
reluctant consent of the Home Ciovernment, instructed Mr. Lepel 
Griffin, who was then on his way to Kaliul, “ to undertake tlie whole 
diplomatic and administrative snperintcndonce of affairs and negotia- 
tions, in subordinate consultation nith the military commander,” to 
send conciliatory messages to the Sirdar as .soon as the truth of the 
rumour, s concerning him had been placed beyond a doubt.' IMr. 
Griffin arrived at Kabul on the 19th of March ; and on the 1st of Ajiril, 
liy which time all uncertainty as to Abclur Rahman’s presence in 
Afghan Turkestan had been set at rest, he despatched a me.sscnger to 
Kuncluz, where the Sirdar had lialtcd to organize the troops that were 
gathering round him, charged with a brief note of inquiry into the 
object of the exile’s return, and explicit verbal instructions as to the 
assurances uhich the British Government was prepared to give him. 

The mes.senger returned to Kabul on the 21st, bringing with him 
a letter characterized by Lord Lytton as ” very friendly and very 
clever,” that contained little but an expression of the waiter’s hope 
tliat, thenceforward, the tribes of Afghanistan might live in peace 
under the protection of their two powerful neighbours.’ Prom this 
letter and from the report of an interview to which their messenger 
had been admitted, Roberts and Griffin came to the conclu-sion that 


1 Lot (I L’jUon’^ Indi'in Adminintra^ion, pp. 402, 403. 

“ Prior to Mr. Lepel Griffin’s amval the respoasible management of our 
Political affairs in Northern Afghanistan liacl devolved entirely on the Military 
Commander, General Roberts— -but to Mr. Griffin there had been entrusted 
a certain power of initiative and control in dealing with the affairs of the 
Political department, which formed a new element requiring a conaidorable 
amount of fine tact on the part of all officers concerned.” (Life of Sir Donald 
Stewart, p, 345.) ^ Afglumiatan (1881), No. 1, p. 22. 
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Abclur Rahman had been sent by Russia, or, at least, was averse 
to quarrelling with her ; but, so far were they from thinking him 
ineligible on that account, that they now proposed deputing two or 
three men of position to offer him the Amirship, under certain condi- 
tions which the Indian Government regarded as essential. 

Meanwhile, ho^vcver, the Viceroy's conviction that Abdur Rahman 
was the much needed Dms ex macliina, who was to smooth the way 
for the British retirement from Afghanistan, had lost much of its 
strength. Originating at a time when the Sirdar had practically no 
fallo\ring and his recognition might therefore count as an act of grace 
on the part of the British Government, it faded away as tliat following 
grew, and the situation was seen to be changing .so quickly in his favour 
that there seemed a prospect of his appearing “ suddenly before Kabul 
at the head of a rxnited nation, and dictating terms to us, instead 
of accepting them from us.” * As a natural consequence of these 
forebodings. Lord Lytton hesitated to commit himself to any open 
pronouncement in Abdur Rahman’s favour, and that hesitation was 
reflected in the speech made by Mr. Lepel Grilfm at a Durbar held at 
Kabul on the 12tli of April. Tliero were chiefs and mallik.s of many 
tribes jrresent on this occasion, amongst them representatives of 
Mahomed Jan and other leaders in the December uprising, who had 
been persuaded by the Mustaufi, fciirdar Hahibulla, to lay their wishe.s 
as to the future of their country before the British authorities. With 
many of these men Mr. Griffin had already held private interviews, and 
now he explained to all, jiublicly and collectively, the intentions of 
tVie British Govermnent with regard to the .settlement of Afghanistan, 
and that explanation contained only a veiled allusion to Abdur Ruh- 
man.“ The demand for the restoration of Yakub Khan was rejected ; 
but, as regarded his successor, Mr. Griffin announced that the Govern- 
ment still had an open mind, and that the wishes of those who desired 

1 Lord Lytton's Indian Administration, x>. 4rl3. 

2 Afghanistan (18S]), No, 1, j). 18. 
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the choice to fall on Siiclar Wall Mahomed Khan, Sirdar Ilashim Khan, 
Sirdar Musa Jan, Sirdar Ayuh Khan, or any other member of the ruling 
family ironld “ be remomhered and oonsidcred. ^ 

This neutral attitude could not, however, be long maintained. 
Abdur Rahman was drawing nearer, and, as the number of hi.s ad- 
herents grew, it became more and more apparent that he must cither 
bo opposed or accepted as the future ruler of Kabul, The interests of 
India forbade the former course, so the latter had to he adopted, and 
on the 27th of April, Mr. Griffin was authorized to inform Abdur 
Rahman of the Government’s intention to evacuate Kabul and of 
their “desire to take that ojiporbunity of unconditionally transferring 
to his authority the whole of the country from uhicli our troops would 
(will) bo withdrawir.” Griffin was further instructed to invite the 
Sirdar to proceed to Kabul, there to settle in conference with General 
Stewart and himself “ such preliminary arrangements as might hesl 
promote the undi.sturhed establishment of his future Government.” ‘ 
Having decided to sanction and support Al)dur Rahman's candida- 
ture, Lord Lytton now occupied liimself with plans for perpetuating the 
break-up of the Afghan Kingdom, and for impressing the future ruler 
of Kabul with a sense of his impotence as opposed to the great Rriti.sli 
Empire, which would always be strong enough to invade his territories 
at any moment, hold them at its pleasure, and evacuate them at it.s 
convenience. The pursuit of these two ohject,s brought out a diverg- 
ence of view' between the Viceroy and the British authorities at Kabul ; 
the former holding it to be necessary to toll Abdur Rahman distinctly 
that the .Biitish troops would leave Northern Afghanistan not later 
than October, and that Kandahar Avas irrevocably separated from 
Kabul, W'iiile Roberts and Griffin deprecated the fixing of a date for 
the evacuation, or making any mention of Kandahar. They carried 
their oppiosition so far as to omit both points from the letter in Avliieh 

1 Afghanistan (1881), No. 1, p. 10. 

2 Ibid, p, 27. 
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they conveyed to tlie Sirdar the Jndian Govcriiinent’s acquiescence 
in his candidature, an omission regretted by Lord Lytton, who nas 
further annoyed by Griffin’s allusion to the establishment of a friendly 
Amir at Kabul. “ Our po.sition,” so ho wrote to Sir D. Stewart, on 
whom meanwhile had devolved the chief responsibility in connection 
with the conduct of the negotiatioirs, “ is really a very simple and 
perfectly plain one — it requires no finessing and ... it dtstinctly 
excludes not only all negotiations or bargaining with Abdur Rahman, 
but also all pretence of establishing a friendly Amir at Kabul. . . . 
Our position is a strong one .so long as we avow it plainly, and act 
on it firmly. Otherwise it may become a very false one.” ‘ 

The near future wa.s to prove that the position on the creating of 
which Lord Lytton prided himself, was less simple and strong than ho 
believed ; but he wa.s spared the mortification of having to accommodate 
liis policy to the real facts of the case. On the 28th of April, more than 
a fortnight before the letter just quoted from was written, there had 
been a change of administration at home, and the Viceroy who had been 
sent out to reverse the policy of Lord Canning and Loi’d Lawrence, 
Ijord Mayo and Lord Northbrook, resigned with the Ministry wbicli 
had appointed and sux)irorted him, though he offered to remain at his 
post till the end of the hot season, “ jjrovided only that during the 
interval he should not be required to carry out measures to which it 
would bo obviously inqjossible for him to set his hand." “ 

1 Lord Lytkm's Indian Administration, pp. 413, 41S). 

^ Ibid. j). 422. 



CHAPTER XXX 

Disturbances on the Lines of Communication 

DISTJUBUTION A:S'D MOVEltENT OF TROOPS IN' NORTHERN AI'OIIANISTAN 

The news of the enormous deficit, in Hie Indian finance.? consequent 
on Hio unexpected coatlincs.s of the ivar, wiiicli awaited Stewart on 
coming again into toucli with telegraphs and po.st.s, made liim at once 
turn liis attention towards possible reductions of expenditure. A 
per.sonal in.spection of the fortifications which ivere still in course of 
construction around Sheipnir, showed him one direction in which 
money might be sailed with distinct gain to hi.s troopSj who were in 
danger of being so tied down to the defence of walls as to lose their 
capacity for taking the liolcl, and he ordered tliat work on them should 
cease ; but there his economics ended, for reductions in the strength 
of the artillery and cavalry .suggested by him ■^vcre never carried out.^ 
Possibly the jiroposnls, excellent in themselves, were not .sanctioned 
by the Indian Government, struggling with the problem of how to 
keep up the forces in the field in the face of the difficulty of obtaining 
recruits. As it was the Briti.sh regiments under orders for homo had 
been directed to stand fa.st, and the Authorities in England had been 
called upjon to send out four infantry regiments before the hot wmather 

1 “ May 6. — Telegraphed to-day to ask Bright whether he could .send back 
8th Hussars and a battery of Artillery.” {Maegregor's Life, Vol. II. p. 198.) 

“ May 11. — Took Stewart some papers and got through them satisfactorily. 
Wont over list of Staff-officers and detonnined on exlonsive reductions of Staff 
and regiments— two Brigadier-Generals trad Staff and two cavalry regiments. 
We have too ranch cavalry on the line ; there are 7| regiments above the passes, 
uhich is nonsen.se.” (Ibid. p. 201.) 
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began. But it is- more probable that the day nov'er came when the 
Generals on the lines of eoininunication could have spared a .single man 
of any ami. All along the Khybcr line fighting was oon.stantly going 
on. No sooner was one gatliering of tribc.sincn dispersed than another 
began to collect ; hardly was one outrage avenged than another was 
piei'petrated. Things had been bad in the old year — they were worse 
in the new, largely owing to the entrance into the field of a fresh 
enemy.' On reoceupying Kabul after the siege of iShcrpur, Roberts 
had seized the wife of Yakub Khan, and the wife and mother of Yahiya 
Khan, and deported tliem to India. All three ladie.s had encouraged 
and .supported tho rising, and, the opportunity pro soating itself, would 
have done tho samo again ; hut the wife of Yakub Khan was the 
daughter of tho Khan of Lalpnra, and the slight gain to the tran- 
quillity of Kabul that might be looked for from her removal, was dearly 
purchased at the cost of making enemies of tho Mohmands. On 
hearing of her banishment, the aggrieved father called his clansmen 
to arms, The summons was quickly obeyed, and, on the 12th of 
January, four hundred of his people crossed the Kabul R,ivcr and 
attacked the British po-st at Aii Boghan. Luckily, it had been re- 
iiifoi'ced that very morning by a company of the 12th Foot, and the 
assault was beaten off ; but, uneneumberod by baggage and light of 
fool, the, Mohmands were .safe back across the river ])efore a force 
sent from Jellalabad eoxdd cut off their retreat. On the 14th, lire 
thou.sand men of the .same tribe, with twenty-five standard, s, assembled 
in tho plain of Kam Oakka, while three thousand occuxjied the Gara 
Heights, three miles east of Dakka. Tho 1st Madras Infantry and 
four hundred rifles of the 4th Regiment were hastily sent up from 
Peshawar to strengthen Lunch Kotal, General Dorants Head-Quarters, 

1 A tragic incident ooeuri'ed, on the 5th of .January, when five men of the 
Carabineers, belonging to a detachment of CWalry which had been reconnoitring 
towards the Laghman Valley, in reerossiag the Kabul River missed tho ford 
and, getting into a rapid, were swept away and drowned. — H. B. H. 
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and a conibinud movement from that post and from Daldca against the 
two gatherings was arranged. Troops from the latter place under 
Colonel T. W. E., Boisragon, starting at 11 a. in., neio to capture the 
Gaia Heights, whilst troops from Lundi Kotal under General Horan, 
starting six liour.s earlier, were to move on Kam Dakka by Tar Bapparai 
to intercept the retreating enemy. The po.sition on tlu' Gara Heights 
had been strengthened by .sangars, but tlu'sc Boisragon enfiladed with 
hi.s guns, and then by a frontal attack drove the enemy out of their 
position ; but again the force sent to get in the enemy's rear failed 
to arrive in time, and the Mohraands made good their retreat. Tlie 
united force.s spent the night at Kam Hakka, w aiting for the baggage 
train to come up, and during the halt Boisragon’s men crossed the 
Kabul River on rafts and do.stroyed the village of Rena. Horan had 
intended to follcnv up the enemy ; but, as the country into which they 
had retired was unknown, and the three days’ rations carried for the 
troops were nearly consumed, this plan had to be abandoned, and 
on the 18th each force returned to its own .station. 

Toevards the end of January, an expedition for which preparations 
had been in progress at the time when Gough received liis summons 
to Kabul, Avas carried out. A force under Lieutenant-ColoncJ G. E. 
Walker, aocomiianied by General Bright, entered the Laghraan 
Valley, w'hei'e it remained, reconnoitring in all chrections, for nearly 
a month. There was no fighting, for Azmatulla Kluin and his followers 
had withdrawn! before the occupation. 

On the 10 th of March, so largo a gathering of Safis in Tagao threat- 
ened ydi Baba, that that post had to lie reinforced ; and, a little later, 
Bright found it neoe.ssary to strengthen the garrisons of Pezwan and 
JagdaUak, and in consequence had to call up an infantry regiment 
from the rear. On the 22nd, two officers of the 61st Light Infantry, 
Lieutenants B. S. Thurlow and H. A. S. Read, were attacked while 
riding between JagdaUak Fort and Jagdallak Kotal. Thurlow was 
mortally Avoundod, and Read, in trying to carry him off, had a deaperato 
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liaiid-to-hand struggle %vitli an Afghan, and though he iinall}' blow out 
his assailant’s lu'ains, the approach of a large number of (lliilzais obliged 
him to abandon his friend's body, which was not recovered till the 
following day. The next morning a hundred and fifty tran.sport 
bullocks wore carried off between Pezwau and Safed Sang ; and, on 
the 24tli, ntuvs came to hand tliat the Mohuiand.s under the ])cr.sonal 
leadership of the Khan of Lalpura were collecting at Go.shta, a village 
on the left bank of the Kabul River, Sirdar A/dm Khan, the newly 
ajipointcd Governor of the district, being tlii.s time the object of their 
ho.stility. Doran immediately organized a liying column, but the 
Moliniancds dispersed before the rafts that he had had prepared could 
set hi.s ti'oopa acros,s the river. Ni'xt day, twelve hundred ShinwariiS 
and Khugianis delivcri'd .so determined an attaclc on Fort Battye 
that the rveak garrison — only a hundred rifle.s of Madra.s Iirfantry and 
fifty sahres of the 4th Bengal Cav^alry under Major E. B. Blenldnsop — 
would have been overwhelmed hut for the accident that a hundred 
and fifty men of the 3ist kunjab Infantry, under lieutenant F. G. C. 
Angelo, who were en route, to Gandainak, hud halted there for the night. 
One party of the enemy rushed the low’ southern wall and from its 
foot poured a heavy fire into the interior of the fort, by which Angelo 
and three of his men were killed and Suhadar Major blicr Sing and 
several men W'ounded, sliow'crs of stonc.s injuring others, whilst 
a second party hurst into the Transport lines. Both bodie.s were at 
last driven off, but darkness and the weakness of the garrison forbade 
pur.suit. To avenge this raid, a fine of 5,000 rupee.? was imposed upon 
the Khugianis, and the payment of it enforced hy a combined move- 
ment of troops from G-andamak aird Jellalabad u’ho invaded the Wazir 
I'allcy, •destroying the crops and blowing up the village defences. 
Fearing further teinisals the headmen on the following clay brought 
in tliree thousand five hundred rupees, and on their unclerlaking to 
pay the balance of the fine, the troops withdrew. 

Meanwhile,, in the Khyhur Pass, men of the. Zakka Khel tribe had 
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begun raiding, but were driven off by the Jczailcliit; at Half Chali, 
a.s'ji.stcd by a detachment of the 32nd Pioncer.s, On the 11th of April, 
Arbutlinot’a moveable column, strengthened specially for the occasion, 
and accompanied by General Bright, started out to punish the Ghilzais 
im])licatcd in Tluirlow’s murder. The troops hivouacked near 
Mazulla Khan’s fort and during the night were much harassed bj- the 
enemy, some of whom actually crept into the camp and wounded 
four artillerymen beside their guns. The chief of this section of the 
tribe came in on the 13tii to treat ; but his follov'ers continued on the 
defensive, and v'hen next day Colonel Ball-Acton, witli tno Mountain 
guns, a troop of the Carabineers, and six hundred infantry, pushed 
on to reconnoitre tlie Awazangani Gorge, it was found to bo very 
strongly hold, and though the infantry succeeded in di.slociging tlie 
Ghilzais from the western side of the pass, the fire of tho artillery 
failed to clear the eastern, and Arlnithnot, who had accompanied 
the column, judging that it was too late to renew tho attack, ordered 
Acton to recall hi.s nicn. In the retreat Captain C. H. Hamilton, 
Iloyal Artillery, and Captain .1. V. Nngcirt, 51st Light Infantry, 
and a dhoolie -bearer were severely, and Lieutenant £. Palmer of 
the Conrrnissariat Dejrartment mortally wounded. On the 16th tho 
Engineers blew up E'ort Mazitlla Khan and the force withdrew, 
followed all the way by clouds of tribesmen, who kept up a 
continuous fire at long ranges, by which four rnerr of the 51st and 
one Gurkha were woirndod. 

Such, in brief, had been the history of tho line on which tho British 
forces at Kabul depended for aU their military stores and a part of 
their ordinary supplies, fronr the 1st of January, 1880, up to the date 
of Sir H. Stowax-t's arrival in that city. A few days later carrre the 
new.s that raiders from the Laghman Valley had driven off a thousand 
head of cattle and a hundred and eighty sheep from under the very 
walls of Jellalabad, and, though pursued, had succeeded in getting 
away with most of Ihorr booty. 
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Up to tho middle of April, a rlifferont state of affairs bad prevailed 
in the Kuram, whei’o a severe winter had chocked raids ; but the 
cold which kc])t tho yreoplc in their homes, filled the British hospitals 
and killed hundreds of tiansport animals. Later on, a serious out- 
break of rinrleipest oeeuired among the commissariat catUe ; foot 
and mouth disease reduced the camels to a miserable state of weak- 
nes.s ; and in an accidental tii’e M'hich broke out, on the 21st of March, 
in the linos of the 13th Bengal Laneer.s, sixteen horses ivere burnt 
to death, thirty seriously injured, and all the tents and accoutrements 
of half the regiment were de.stroyerl. 

When tire health of the troop.s began to improve with the advent 
of warmer weather, tho tribes woke to fre.sh activitjn Biimonrs were 
soon afloat that Mahomed Jan was prepai'ing to oppose any force 
that .should attempt to return to India by the Simtargar'dan Pass ; 
and on the very day of Stewart’s entry into Kabul, the ]rost at Chapri 
rvas surprised by Mangals, who broke into tho cattle yard, killed 
Lieutenant O. B. Wood of tho Tran-sport Department, fnvo sepoy, s, and 
eight dhoolie-bearcr.s, and rvouncled a non-commissioned officer, a 
sepoy, and foiu'teen followers. On the news of thi.s bold outrage 
reaching Thai, Brigadier-General H, R. L. Ne.wcligate, who had 
succeeded Tytler, sent out partic.s to scour the country, but the 
robbers had made good their escape into Kho.st. 

If the state of things on Stewart ’.s yiresent and pro.spoctivo lines 
of communication was unsatisfactory, the condition of affairs at 
Kabul also gave bim cause for anxiety. With twenty thousand men 
under lii.s immediate command, he had no reason to fear attack, and 
was able to look forward with conficlcnco to his retirement when the 
day for retirement should come ; but the accession of strength to 
which he owed his sense of security, doubled hi.s commissariat diffi- 
culties and coinyjelled him to adojpt measures which his political 
instinct condemned. Tho .suiiplics that came up from India were 
BO scanty and irregular that, in one -way or the other, his force had 
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to live on the country, and as the lequisite food and fodder could 
not be brought into Kabul day by day, the troops must needs go 
out in search of them. The Third Division had at once been quartered 
on the Logar Valley, a disbicl rich enough to feed its own garrison 
and to furnish a surplus for sale in Kaiml ; but the inhabitants of 
the intervening strip of country were very hostile, and its roads 
I infested by armed bands, who made it difficult for convoys to get 
through : so, to relieve the pressure on the (lornmissariat, and for 
the purpose of settling the country and opening it up for the free 
passage, of supplies, Brigadier-General Baker, accompanied by Sir 
F. Ro])ert.s, left Kabul on the 8tli of May in command of a strt)ng 
force— ten Mountain gnus, six and a half .squadrons of Cavalrj% five 
' battalions of Infantry, and two Companies of Sapper.s and Miner.s — 

1 with instructions to move about and maintain hi.s tioop.s on contri- 
butions from the villages on his line of march. Proceeding .slowly 
up the Logar Valley, Baker reached Zaliidabad on the loth of May, 
and from thence sent out a party to destroy a fort belonging to Padshah 
Khan. On the i7th, he halted on the right bank of the Logar nearly 
* opposite the viUago of Hissarak, where the Third Division was en- 
I camped ; and then, crossing tlie river, moved into Maidan, where Ire 
J' remained till the 6th of June, when, having got all he could out of 
f the district, he returned to Kabul. 

i Meanwhile the Third Division, the greater part of which had 

' been shifted from Hissarak to Deh-i-Moghalan, was practically in 
' a state of siege. Supplies could hardly be obtained, and pickets 

' were fired into, night after night. To guard against surpri.^ie, General 

flills had the growing crops in the neighbonrhood of camp cut down, 
and sangar.s erected on all adjacent heights. 

On the 17tli of June, Hills received by heliograph the order to 
leave the Logar Valley and march to Charasiab. The order was 
promptly obeyed ; but, on arriving at Charasiab, the whole cotmtry 
for many miles round Kabul was found to be eaten up, and as supplies 
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from tho Logar Valley cpased to come in the moment the troops that 
collected them were wlthdra-wn, Hills had no alternative bnt to lead 
his Division bade to tho one district 'wlicrc some amonnt of food for 
man and beast could bo Avning from the inhabitants. In his ahsenee 
armed bands of Zunnalis and other Inllmen had quaj'tered themselves 
on the Logar villages, and done their best to persuade the people 
lo ri.se again.st their foreign opprc.s.sons ; but the influeneo of tlioir 
lioadmcn, who had imomiscd tire Political Officer, Major Luan iSniith, 
not to take part in any combination against tho Eriti.sh (Government, 
kept them ([uiot, and on tho return (rf the Division the hillmcn with- 
drew from the villages ; they contiirucd however to hang about, and 
towards the end of the month collected in such numbers in tho upper 
Logar Valley that Hill.s determined to disperse them before reinforco- 
mont.s, reported to have been sent by Mahomed Jan, could join tliem. 
Acting on this decision, ho sent out Brigadier-General Palliscr with 
the whole available strength of tlio (javalry Brigade, at 3.30 a.ni. 
on tho 1st of July, to locate and attack them. 

Palli.ser made .straight for Patkao-i-Shaliana, a village near Kn.shi, 
sojiaratcd from the lower Logar A^nlley by a. succession of ridges. 
On approaching tho fir.st of those, a few of the enemy’s horse rvero 
observed watching the advance of the British Column. The scouts 
quickly drove in these vedettes ; but the main body of tho enemy 
was not descried till the .summit of the last range had been gained, 
when it -was seen to be retreating in compact formation in tlie direction 
of the Altimur Pass. To lull the Zurmatis into a .sense of security, 
Palliser drew in his sccjuts and detached a squadron of tho 2nd Punjab 
Cavalry, under Captain J. H. Broome, to watch Patkao-i-Shaliana, and 
call upon its headmen to make tlicii- submission ; but the Zurmatis, 
wisely distru.stfnl, continued their retreat, and when Palli.ser at last 
burst through the soi-ecn of hills, they were far enough away to bo 
able to scatter, before the cavalry, greatly impeded in their onrush 
by the excessively broken nature of tho ground, could overtake thorn ; 
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and, as a consequence, the engagement that ensued resolved itself 
into a series of hand-to-hand encounters, in which the tribesmen 
fouglit with desperate courage. Tn one of these single combats 
Captain S. Barrow, Orderly Officer to the General, and his assailant, 
a stalwart, well-armed Afghan, were both severely wounded. Tlie 
pursuit, which lasted two hours, extended nearly to the foot of the 
pass, and vrhen, at 9 a.in,, Balliser ordered the recall to be sounded, 
the ononiy’s dis2Jersion had been so coinplete that hardly a man ivas 
left in sight. Their loss was said to be two hundred, whilst the British 
casualtio.s amounted to three men killed, and one officer and twenty- 
eight men wounded ; also eight horse.s killed and twenty -live wounded. 
The wounded men were brought hack to camp on litters improvised 
hy tying laneo.s together with the men’s turbans. 

The success of this brilliant affair was largely due to the courage 
find energy of Lieutenant-Colonel C. S. Maclean of the let Pixnjab 
Cavalry, rvho commanded the loading troops ; Major J. R. B. Atkinson 
of tho same regiment, and Captain L. T. Bishoji of the 2nd Punjab 
Cavalry, also distinguished thenisolves. 

Whilst Hills was on his futile march to Charasiab, CIrarlos Gough 
was leading his Brigade ini,o Kohistan, partly in search of a region 
which liad not yet been entirely drained of supplies, and partly to 
hinder the, agitation oon.sequent on Ahdnr Rahman’s advance coming 
to a d anger ous liead. Gough marched first to Killa Ghulam Hyder, 
the fort in which Brdeer, hurrying back to hJherpur on the 12tli of 
December, had once thought of leaving his comiuiasaiiat and sparo 
transiiort;, and from this point tlrrcw out strong detaohments into 
M.aidan to break ujr a reported gathering of Ghazis. The enemy 
retired without awaiting attack, and having secured the safety of liis 
loft flank, Gough turned northward into the Paghman Valley, -whore 
he was hospitably received by tho KJzan, formerly an officer in Hod- 
son’s Horse. But even with tho goodwill of its chief, the district 
could not long maintain an alien force ; and, on the 25th of June, 

24 
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the JBiigade moved on to Mir Karez, the scene of Maepherson’s suc- 
cessful cngageiuont of the lOtli of Dccombci'. The inhabitants of 
the grouj) of hamlets comprised under that name, proved friendly ; 
but cavalry patrols sent out to reconnoitre towards Istalif wore fired 
on from a village whero Mir Baeha, who was said to be in the noigli- 
bourhood, liad established an out])ost. A strong detachment of all 
arms soon drove out these men, and on their flight the IVfalliks of 
many villages came into camp), followed, on the 5th of July, by the 
Headmen of the town of Istalif. Gough remained at Mir Karez till 
the 12tli of July, 'when, hearing that Ahdur Rahman had crossed 
the Hindu Kush, he. shifted his camp, first to Pai Nao and then, throe 
days later, to Killa Ahmed Khan, with a view to protecting the officers 
whom yir Donald Stewart might send out to bring tho long jiroti'aeted 
negotiations with that prince to a conclusion. To support this 
northward movement, Maepherson’s Brigade ‘ was ordered to Abdul 
Gafar in the Cliardoh Valley, and at the .same time the l9Lh Bengal 
Cavalry, a .squadrem of the 1st Punjab Cavalry, and tho 15th Sikhs 
were called up from Hills’s Division to strengthen the much reduced 
garrison of Sherpur. 


OeSBEVA-TIONS 

Obseeva'i’iow I. Combined movcuumls are seldom succe,ssful in 
a mountainous country, whore every by-path is a lino of retreat to a 
people v'ho carry their food and ammunition on their backs, and 
whose activity of movement and accurate knowledge of the ground 
make it easy for them to concentrate against either column. To 
surround an Afghan gathering is as difficult a.s to close in upon a 

1 Oonstitutioa o£ Brigade : — 

Pour Guns Ko. 2 Moimtain Battery. 

One Squadron 9th Danoej a. 

92nd Highlanders. 

2StIi Punjab Infantiy. 
d,oth Sikhs, 



DISTURBANCES ON COMMUNICATION LINES 371 

lierd ol’ Ibex, and it is therefore wiser to operate against suck gatherings 
with a single strong force than with two, or more, weaker forces, out of 
toucli w'ith oaeli other. 

Observatcon II. Tlic destruction of forts is unwise. These 
so-called forts are really walled villages, and to destroy them is to 
convert every one of their inhabitants into an enemy, and, probably, 
many of them into raiders. If near camp, they should be oceujiied ; 
if at a distance, yet likely to prove troublesome, the right thing Is 
to hold some of the headmen as hostages, and to turn their captivity 
to account by iinpros.sing them with a sense of British humanity 
and forbearance. 



GHAP'J’ER XXXI 


Conclusion of Negotiations with Abdur Rahman 

A T?inST DESPATCH AND A LAST MINUTE 

With four divisional com in an dw under liiin with vhoin he did 
not like to interfiTP, Sir Donald Stewart’s position at Kabul was, as 
ho himself expressed it, that of “ a sort of Coiumandor-in-Chief ” ; ‘ 
and he was able to devote himself to the consideration of the political 
problem, on the solution of wliicli the date and luanncr of the British 
evacuation of Northern Afghanistan so largely depondod. There 
had been a moment of uncertainty as regarded his relation to that 
problem, a telegram from Lord Lytton seeming to imply that the 
conduct of the negoliations with Abdm- llahinaii was to remain in 
the hands of ill*. Lepel Griffin ; but a jilain intimation from Sir Donald, 
that any attempt to limit his authority to purely military matters 
must coincide with his recall, lirought him the assurance that lie 
was to he supreme in all matters ; “ and before the end of May ho 
was relieved of any anxiety that he may have felt as to the action 
of the new British Cabinet, by a telegram from the India Office directing 
the Viceroy to give him full political as well as full military powersd 

1 Life, of Sir D. Stewart, p. 349. 

2 “ I iliouglit I raiglit have csoaxDod from iliia place, hut it is not so. The 
Viceroy said the interests of the Empire required me to remain here in command, 
and, as ho finally decided that I am to be supremo in all matters, there is nolhing 
for it but to stay. The extraordinary part of the matter is that when I said 
I would not remain if Griffin was to be independent, the Viceroy said this was 
never intended, though his telegram almost said as touch.” (Ibid. pp. 347, 348.) 

^ Ibid. p. 362. 
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'fJic newsj of the result of the Geneial Election -vrliicli liild been 
held in lingland whilst lie was on Ids march from Kandahar to Kabul, 
add('d, temporarily, to Stewart', s x)oi'plexitk'y ; for knowing the dis- 
lilcc' entei'taiaeJ by tlie Liberal ]>afty to the war and to the policy of 
which it n-as the outcome, he eould tool no certainty that the lines 
on wliich Jjord Lytton had instructed him to work for a scttleraenl, 
would eommend themselves to Mr. Gladstone and hi.s colleagues.' 

It was not till the 11th of June that ld.s doubts on this head Avero 
set at re.st by the receipt of a letter from Lord Ripon, written at 
sea, on his u^ay out to India, with nearly every word of Avhich ho 
found himself in thorough accord." Meanwhile there had been no 
0232301'tuiuty of talung steps towaixls the constitution of a Native 
Government in Northern Afghanistan, for Abdur Rahman’s answer 
to Mr. Lepel Griffin’s letter of tho 30th of April Ava.s not received 
in Kabul till the 2nd of June, and until hi.s candidature was rejected, 
no other could Ijo entertained. So far as that answer was concerned, 
matters remained pretty much as they had been, for it contained 
nothing but general expressions of friendliness and hope of British 
supjiort ; hut to the mombcr.s of the IMission charged to convey 
Griffin’s letter to him, Abdur Rahman had propounded four questions, 
on the ansAvers to Avliieh his future movements must depend : — 

1 . What AA'cro to he the boundaries of his kingdom ? was Kandahar, 
as of old, to be included in it ? 

2. Would a European Envoy and a British Eorce bo stationed ^ 
within its limits ? 

3. In what relations would he be exj)eeted to stand to Russia ? 

4. What benefits Avas the British Government prepared to confer , 
on him and his countrymen ? 

A ii'/fl of Sir j9. SUwari, p. 332. 

2 “ Beceivod a very interesting lottor from Lord Ripon on our policy in 
Afghaniatan. There is hardly a Avord in it that I do not thoroughly agree Avith.” 
(Ibid. p. 3S3.) 
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]t was natural that Abclur Kaliman should desire explicit in- 
I'onnation on all these jjoints, and lie could not be blamed for asking 
for it ; but the incs&ongev.s’ report of his conversation and general 
attitude impressod Stewart and Griffin with the conviction that he 
was trying to gain time in which to strcngtlicn himself, and as time 
was the one thing that they could least all'ord to grant, they advised 
sending Irim an ultimatum, d'his the Rritish Government declined 
to do till the new Viceroy should have had the oppoitunity of forming 
an independent judgment on the Avhole tangled situation ; biri it 
was with a full knowdedge of Stevvart’s distrust of Abdui’ Rahman’s 
professions of friendliness that Lord Itipon, who reached iSimla on 
the 8th of June, mot his Council to coirsidcr with it the best solution 
of the problem boexueathed to him by his pj’cdccesbor. As further 
aids to coming to wise conclusions, Lord Ripon had also before him 
the first Despatch of the new Secrctaiy of State for India and the 
last Minute of the late Viceroy. 

Both wniters recognized the futility of any attempt to settle tho 
future of Herat ; both were anxious that the Briti.sli withdrawal from 
Afghanistan should appear to its people in tlie light of a voluntary 
movement, decided on as a consecpicnco of the cessation of all serious 
opposition ; ' but there tho agreement between them ended, for 
whilst Lord Lytton desired to see tho retirement on tho two com- 
manding piositions of Gandamak and the ICuram lieadlands ” begun 
at once,® Lord Hartington was of opinion that it could not be humediato 
under any circumstances, and might, probably, upon sanitary grounds 
alone “ rcciuirc to be postponed until tho month of November,” and 
on all other points the divergence betw'cen them was complete. Lord 
Lytton, lookmg out over a weakened and dismembered Afghanistan, 
took credit for a war which, in his opinion, had made the Indian 
Government independent of the goodwill of any Afghan ruler ; Lord 

, 1 AfgJutfiistan (1881), No. 1, pp. 29-33. 

2 Lard Lyttori’s Indian Administration, Vol, 11. pp. 428-434. 
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Ffai'tiiigton, 'with the same j)rospoct l)C‘foic him, saw cause for deep 
rcgrot in the fact that the only Tcsults of two successful cain[)aigns 
should bo the disintegration of a State which it was desired to see 
strong, friendly, and indcj)endent, the assumption of fresh and un- 
welcome liabilities in regard to one of its provinces, and a condition 
of anarchy throughoirt the remainder of the country. To keep 
Afghanistan weak was the aim of the one ; to make her strong was 
the object of the other : so the Minute advi.scd Lord Ripoii to impress 
upon Abdur Rahman that Kandahar was irrevocably severed from 
Kabul, and the JDc.spatch invited him to inepriro into the engagcnicnt.s 
that had been entered into with yirdar iSlier Ali or any other chief, 
with a view to seeing whether difl'cvent arrangements coirld honourably 
be substituted for them ; arrangements whicii might make it possible 
to oli'er to any ruler, who should i)rove acce})table to the majority 
of the Afghan people, the opportunity of c.vtending his dominions 
to the limits assigned to them by the treaty of (fandamak. Neither 
uriter was sanguine as to tlie result of the negotiations with xibdur 
Rahman ; both saw that, if they came to nothing, the Afghans must 
bo left to choose their own head ; but whilst Lord Hartington was 
ready to face the probability of their clioicc falling upon tlie Kx-Amir, 
Lord Lytton’s last word as Viceroy of India was a passionate protest 
against reversal of the sentence of perpetual exclusion from the throne 
of Kabul passed by him upon that iwince. ‘ Reconsider the position 
of Yakub Khan ; form your own opinion, after careful incpiiry into 
tlie facts which have been ascertained with regard to his conduct 
in yeptmnber 187t), as to whether it is necessary to exclude his claims 
or those of his son,’ were the instructions received by Lord Ripon 
from the former. ‘ Take my word for it that Yakub Khan’s hands 
arc deeply stained with the innocent blood of Sir Louis Cavagnari 
and his brave companions ' was the demand made upon him by the 
latter — a demand backed up by the threat of omitting “ no means 
or opportunities available to me of opposing and publicly condeinning 
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the action ol the Government of India if hereafter it should restore 
Yakub Khan to the throne, or otherwise condone his participation 
in the massacre of the JBritisli Eniljassy.” 

If in tlriis attempting to fetter his successor’s frocdoni of judgment 
and action, Loi’d Lyiton offended against official discipline and 
etiquette, in denouneing Yakub Khan as a convdeted criminal ho 
sinned against justice and truth; and without excuse, for' there 
had been ample time for the blinding effects of the grief and airger 
born of the shock of Cavagnai-i’s death, to die down in his mind, as 
they had died down in the minds of men once as loud as ho in their 
denunciations of the Ex-Amir. There is proof in Maegregor’s Diary 
and in the letters and telegrams of Major-General Vaughan, the 
Times Correspondent at Kabul, that British public opinion in that 
city had undergone a complete change since the days when any evidence 
was good enough to hang an Afglian, were ho prince or ireasant. 
Sated by vengeance and no longer in fear for tlicir own safety, men 
had recovered their mental balance, and could see that the massacre 
of the Mission had been a sudden and spontaneous act, neither in- 
stigated by, nor connived at, by tiro Amir ; and tliis cliango of view 
liad brouglit with it a willingness to reverse the sentence of perpetual 
hanrsluuent tliat Irad hcon pi'onounoed against that prince, It is 
not surprising that Maogregor, who bad always believed tliat Yakub 
Khan was innocent of tire graver charges brouglit against him, should 
have been ready to replace him on iris throne ; nor yet tliat Stewart, 
v'ho had escaped the wave of pas,sion wliich had swept over- men 
at Kabul, should have seen in him the only alternative to Abdrir 
Eahman ; but that Robci-ts, -who was as little likely as Lord Lyiton 
himself to acquiesce in the restoration of the murderer of his friend, 
slrorrld have agreed vith Stewart and Maegregor, “ that it would be 
the best thing now to send for Yakub,” * is very significant. Vaughan’s 


Sir Charles Maegregw's Life, Vol. 11. p. 219. 



CONCLUSION OF NEGOTIATIONS 


377 


testimony to the change tiiafc had come TBiitish public opinion, 
in the Afghan capital is of a jnore general character, but clear and 
decided. “ As a matter of fact, 1 believe,” so he wrote on the 17th 
of May, “ tliat all aie now jKu’fcctly well eonvinced that the massacie 
was an unpremeditated act of the fanatical soldiery. ... I do not 
believe Yakub guilty, and therefore I think it is much to be regretted 
that the idea of his resignation was ever entertained for a moment, 
and .still more that aftei' a prolonged, and rigorous confineiuont, ho 
should have been deported to India.”' On June the 6th, he went 
still further, tclegra'|)hing that “ convinced as we have always been 
that Yakub is innocent of the gravest charge against him, I see many 
advantages in his resuming power.” “ The we in this telegram stands 
probably for Robeits and the Officers of his Staff, nith whom General 
Vaughan was closely associated, and tlie whole sentence proves that 
the.y had rc.iclied tlu* stage, of conver-iion at which original beliefs 
are forgotten ; and this view is supported by a jjas.sage in a letter 
of tlio 8th of June, in which ’\''aughan declared, that “ the grave 
suspicion under which ho (Yakub) was deported to India lias been 
long dispelled, and though to restore him involves some sacrifice of 
con.sistency, this slioukl not bo allowed to weigh for a moment.” “ 
As a similar change of feeling had been going on in India, Lord 
Ilipon was as little likely to be infhieiiced by Lord Lytton’s assertions 
as to be friglite,ned by his throats ; and if he failed to restore Yakub 
Khan to the throne of Kabul, this was due to the fact that he found 
the Government of which ho was now the Head, committed to 
negotiations with Abdur Rahman. 

But the time had gone by for Lord Lytton’s opinions to carry 
much weight even with his own party, for events had .shown how 
little confidence could be placed in his judgment. lie had led the 

1 The, Times, June 25th, 1880. 

a Ibid. June llth, 1880. 

3 Ibid. July 16th, 1880, 
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Beaconsficld Cabinet to believe that SJiere Ali's diwliko to enter into 
closer relations with the British Government was simulated — and 
war, sullenly accepted as an evil from which there was no escape, 
had irroved the realitj^ and intensity of that dislike, flu had laughed 
to scorn IS! nr Mahomed ts reiterated assertion of his Ma.ster’s inability 
to protect foreigner.s in any part of his dominions - a mnrdered envoy 
had turned his laughter into iiioiirniiig. tie had ])rophe.sied that 
tlio ho.stilities lie was provoking uould last a few ireeks — eighteen 
months latei' they were still going on. hie had entered on his Vice- 
royalty despising tlic teachings of experienoe,' dreaming dreams of 
“ bequeathing to India tlic sup)remacy of Central Asia and the revenues 
of a rir.st-Class power ■” “ — and he left her Llio bigger by tw'o barren 
provinces, and the poorer by a debt of £20,000,000 sterling. 

An accompli.shed writer. Lord Lytton's despatches and minutes 
were models of .style and displayed an a,stoni.sljing facility for reasoning 
from premises to their logical conclusions ; but the prcniiso.s them- 
selves were assuiniitions, unauppoi'tcd, or contradicted by fact.s. 
Skilful in bringing about the conditions favourable to his ambitious 
aims, he was incapable of facing the price that must be paid for their 
rt'alization and took pride in condemning his subordinates to make 
bricks without straw ; an adept in the art of shutting his eyes to 
dangers which told against his hopes, ho flung a Briti,9h Mission into 
an armed city, .seething with national and religious excitement ; 
and underneath the bitter hatred with which ho pursued Yakub 
Khan, lurked the consciousness that lie himself was rc, sponsible for 
that Mission’s tragic fate. It would bo unjust to deny that Lord 
Lytton had India’s welfare at heart ; but his Afghan policy reacted 

1 “ Lord Auokland’.s \mliappy Afghan Expedition has been a lasting mis- 
fortune to India, for it has paralysed tho eommon-senae of all his successors, 
and bequeathed to tho Government of India a perfectly unreasoning panic 
about everything that concerns our relations with Afghanistan.” {Letters of 
JRdb&'t, First Earl of Lyiton, Vol. II. p. 29.) 

8 Lord Lytton’s Indian Administration, p. 422. 
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fatally on evci'y branch of her material prosperity, injuring trade and 
agriculture, and, in the end, taking from the poorest and most numerous 
section of her jieoplc the little security against death by hunger, whieli 
Sir John iStrachoy had provided in tin- L’aniino Insurance Fund. 

Surrounded in the early days of his ^hceroyalty by enthusiastic 
su]rpoi'tDrs of his views, tlu* shadow of isolation darkc-nod Lord Jjytton’s 
last months in India. The amazing financial hlunder, which had 
brought discredit on his Govcrnnnmt, had tended to alienate; its 
niombors from their Head ; and of the men who had done most to 
foster in liiJii the belief that it would bo an easy thing to drive Hnssia 
back to the Oxus and rule Afghanistan through a submissive Amir, 
C'avagnari was dead, (Jolley had gone to South Africa, there to reap 
the fruit of the false military prineiplc.s which he had preached in 
India, and Jtoberts had ceased to believe in the value of the Kiii-am,' 
and, instead of insisting on the ndention of the Khyber, wiXH advising 
the removal of as many ti'oo]»s as jtossible from Peshawar.'' The Press, 
too, reflecting both in lUnglaud and in India the weariness of the war 
which had come over the public mind, had turned against him,’ and 

' “ Prom a political standpoint this route possesses no marked advantages. 
It is, as it wore, hut a hy-road to Kal)ul or Cdiazni, and its posacs.sion does not 
place us in a position of vantage willi regard to the tribes ■\;'hoBO districts it 
sltirls.” (Memorandum by Sir Frederick Kobei'ts, dated Kabul, 2ath May, 
1S80, p. GO.) 

3 “ T would go as far as to withdrawing all, or nearly all, the European troops 
from Peshawar, and reducing the garrison to tho lowest poasiblo atrougth,” 
(Ibid. p. 09.) See, xllc/hanisiun (i881'. No. I. 

3 “ The now Viceroy of Indiahas by this time quitted tho shores of Europe.... 
His arrival is expected with impatience at Calcutta. Tliere more than any other 
part of the Queen's dominions, the j;oraoual iufluoiioo of tho representative of 
tho Crown can make itself felt ; those who have revolted against the policy 
of Lord Lytton, and tho.se who have been daunted by its ill aucoess, are ready 
to welcome his successor. Those who have upheld the policy which has been 
pursued for tho past few yoar.s are disheartened by rocont events, and are vvilling 
to admit that there is room, provisionally at least, for a change of attitude and 
conduct on the part of the Government of India." {The Times loader. May Slst, 
1880.) 
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had tho Bcaconafield MhiisLiy icmaiued in office another year, he (lim- 
aelf would have ljuen Ccalled upon to reverse the policy, on whicli ho 
had staked his reputation as a statesman ; lor, how'cvcr much men in 
oppo,:iition may criticize decisions whieh .seem to .savour of weakness, 
every Clovcrnmcnt ha.s to submit to tho pressure of cii cumstances 
and to .shape its course by facts, and the state of the Indian Aimy and 
the .state of the Indian finances forbade that third Afghan War, which 
must have been faced liad the resolution to keep Kandahar and Kabul 
apart boon adhered to ; for it wa.s as inconceivable of Abdur Itahman 
as of Yakub Khan that ho would abide one moment longer than ho 
could possibly help liy the terms of any agreement based on tho di.s- 
membermont of his kingdom and the alienation of one of it.s fairest 
provinces." 

Fortunately, Lord Lytton’.s .successor was capable of looking at 
men and events fj’oni more than one .standpoint ; a ])owor whicli lifted 
him above the atmo.sphcrc of suspicion and di.stru.st, seen through 
which every Afghan's simple.st word and action appeared magnified 
and distorted. It seemed so natural to Lord Jtijion that Abdur 
Rahman should wish to gain as many adherents as possible before 
crossing the Hindu Kush, so natural that to commimd himself to his 
future, subjects he should appeal to their patriotic feelings, that he 
refused to put a hostile interpretation on the delay.s 'which had shaken 
ytewai't’s confidence in the yirdar’.s .sincerity, and decided that, in 
tho absence of all distinct proof of duplicity, it would be wi.se and fail 
to give him the benefit of the doubt.'- In pur.suance of this decision 
Griffin was instructed bj^ telegraph to inform Abdur Rahman of the 
British Government’s views with re.speet to the jio.sition which ar 
Amir of Kabul must hold in relation to Foreign Powcr.s ; to explaii 
to what extent and under what circumstances he might count upor 
British support against external attack ; to assure him that, witl 


1 Afghanistan (1881), No. 1, pp. 43, 44. 
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the exception of certain territories otherwise disposed of, or whose 
disposition Avas still under discussion, he Avas free to ro-cstablisli the 
authority exercised by former rulers of Ids family, and that there Avas 
no intention of stationing EnglisJi Residents AAothin his dominions ; 
and, lastly, to invito him to proceed tcAA'^ards Kabul to lay, in person, 
his propositions for nlterior arrangements before the British authorities 
in that ciiyd An ansv\mr to this communication vA^as to be demanded 
within four days of its deliA’-ory into Abdur Rahman’s hands, and on 
the fiftli day, Avith or without an answer, Stewart’s messenger was to 
begin his return journey. 

Mr-. Lopol (h'iffin’s letter embodying these instructions Avaa 
r('oei\md by Abdiu' Rahman at Khanadabad, and drew from him an 
immediate and friendly reply — it had cros.sed Avith a letter in AA'hich 
he had announced l.liat ho Avaa on the point of starting for Kabul — but 
it AAUAS noticeable that, although ho expressed himself satisfied udth 
tlie position offei'cd him by the British Government, he avoided direct 
mention of the limits set to his authority, and Avroto of his having 
been granted “ the boundaries of Afghanistan Avhich Avere settled 
by treaty wif.li my most noble and respected grandfather, Amir Dost 
Mahomed.” ^ 

Tire suspicions rcaAvakened in the minds of the British negotiators 
by this ambiguity, Avorc deepened by a message from a presumably 
trust\A'orthy source, strongly tiuestioning the Sirdar’s good faith, and 
StcAvart and Griffin, anxious and perplexed, Avere again inclined to 
break oil the negotiations and to look elsewhere for a prince to take 
the Governraont of Kabul off their hands. The Viceroy and his Council, 
however, hold to the course upon Avliich they had entered, preferring 
the, risk of some disadvantage or embarrassment to incurring, by a 
sudden, premature change, an.7 possible imputation on their good 
faith and firmrress of purpose ; ’ and events quickly justified their 

A Afghanistm (18S1), No. 1, p. 44. 

s Ibid, p. 48. ® Ibid. pp. 44, 40. 
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decision. Even Avliilst they wore deliberating, the x^osition of affairs 
as regarded the probabilities of a sati.sfactory settlement with Alxhir 
Rahman had olranged for the better. '^Pho Rriti.sh agent, Ressaldar 
Afzul Khan, who liad returned to Kabul from Turlce.stan on the hst of 
July, gave, on tlic whole, a favourable roxiort of the Sirdar ; and a 
weolc later, Stewart was able to write in his Diiii'y that the now.s all 
over the country was tolerably .satisfactory, and that, he was making 
calculations for retirement, which Arould, be liopecl, begin by that day 
month. ‘ 

Abdur Rahman wa.s now drawing daily nearer, and letters from 
him followed each other in (prick sncco.ssion. On the 24th of June, he 
wrote defending him.sclf agaimst the chai'ge of doulrlc-dealing, by x)oint- 
ing out that for him to cominaiul the tribes under arms to disperse to 
their homes, would destroy the influence that ho w'as beginning t(j 
acquire over theni.^ On tlic 6th of July, ho wrote again, tliis time, 
from Khinjan, to ox^rlain that ho could not come to Kabul without 
first consulting the people of Afghanistan ; but that their consent 
to the settlement propo.scd by the British Government oircc oiitainod, 
there should be no further delay.’ Before writing his next letter, 
dated July 16th, lie had cro.ssed the Hindu Kush and arrived in 
Kohistan, the chiefs of which province he had summoned to meet 
him ; and he was able to promise that, when ho had fulfilled his pledge 
to consult them, he would leave for Cliarikar, and either there, or at 
Istalif, enter into tho.se xiersonal negotiations desired by the British 
authorities. 

The meeting with the Koliistani leadens took place at Tutandara, 
where he also received a deputation of jjersons fiieiidly to British 
interests. Both interviews so strengthened his position that he no 
longer hesitated to go forward, and on the 20th, he arrived at Charikar, 

( Li/e of Sir Donald Stewart, ji. 3G6. 

2 Afghanistan (1881), STo. 1, p. 49. 

3 Ibid. pp. 49, 50. 
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wlid'f' lie WcTK met by a large number of chiefs and otlier influential 
men. No British offiecr was awaiting liini there — it u'oiild have been 
inexpedient to send one without a strong escort, and a strong escort 
might have provoked hostility. Stewart and Griffin hnrvcver had norv 
decided not t<3 wait for' tlio discu.s.sion of the details of the airticqiated 
agreonient, but at once to acknowledge him as the successor of Yakub 
Khan. He had fulfilled the conditions attached by tho Iirdian Govern- 
ment to such recognition ; it was certain that, unlcs.s publicly recog- 
nized, he would not bo permitted by his follower.s to enter the capital, 
or the British camji ; and the i>co])lo of Afghanistan- — so weary of 
anarchy and of the presence of a foreign force as to be willing to accept 
any head whom the British Government might desire to set over them 
— were urgently dumandirig that its choice .should Ire declared : ' so, 
on tho 22ud of July, in public durlrar, Abdur Rahman u'as proclaimed 
Amir of Kabul, ju.st in time to lighten the diffioultic's in whicli the 
military authorities in Northern Afghanistan w'erc to ho involved 
by an unforeseen disaster at Kandahar. 


1 Ajgkaniilan (1881), No. ], p. 5t. 



cr-TArTER XXX n 

Ayub Khan’s Advance on Kandahar 

Eleven days after tlie departure of Eii’ Donald Stewart from Kandaliai', 
Lientcnaiit-Ooncral J. M. Primrose, O.S.T., arrived in that city and 
assumed command of all troops in Soutlujrn Af<rhanistan, thus sotting 
Grcncral Phayre free to rctiu'n to Quetta, the point from which he exmlcl 
host keep a vigilant eye on the long lino of communications, for the 
saff‘ty of which ho was responsible. I’ho force assigned to him for the 
protection of that lino — all the troops ineludc'd in it, with the exception 
of the Europeivns manning the Heavy guns, belonging to the Bombay 
Native army — consisted of 

4 Heavy Giins, 

4 Mountain Uuna, 

4 Squadrons Cavalry. 

7 BaUalions Infantry, 

3 Companies of iSappers and Miners, 

and wa.s distribnted as follows ; — 

In the Pishin Valley, the entrenched posts Abdxdla Khan-kc- 
Killa, Guhstan, and Rushdil Ivhan-ke-Killa were strongly occupied ; 
Quetta was garrisoned by a heavy battery, two and a half battalions 
of Infantry, and a detaohment of Cavalry ; a regiment of Infantry and 
a detachment of Cavalry were stationed at Gwal, the point where the 
Harnai Railway debouched into Pishin, with an outpost of half a 
battalion at Kach-Amadan ; two and a half squadrons of Cavalry, 
ten and a half companies of Infantry, and the three companies of 
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Sappers and Miners were detailed to protect; the line and help in its 
construction; "whilst two Mountain guns and six companies of In- 
fantry were assigned to Thai, a strategieid point occupied by Sande- 
iiian as soon as it had been decided to carry the line fi'oin Sukkur to 
Quetta, via 8ibi and Gwal. Siiiall posts were also luaintainod at the 
different encamping grounds in the Bolan to protect the Government 
stores, which had not been removed when the road through the Pass 
was closed on account of the heat, the two thousand carts einployod 
on it being parked at Quetta and Mach, and the bullocks belonging 
to them sent out to graze ; Sibi was held by detachments of Cavalry 
and Infantry from Jacobabad, and troops from Kandahar garrisoned 
the three principal posts between that city and the foot of the Khojak 
Pass — small detaclinients at Mundi Hissar and Abdul Rahman, and 
tu'O Mountain guns, three companies of Infantry, and forty sabres at 
Chaman — tlio defence of the intennediate posts of Mel Karez, Dahvai, 
and Gatai being entrusted to local levies. 

Distributed over many hundred miles of rugged country, inhabited 
by a hostile people, General Phayre’s Division barely sufficed for the 
discharge of its legitimate duties, and could not be counted on for 
eifectual aid should the garrison of Kandahar find itself m difficultio,s ; 
and from the first tliero were signs tliat, at no distant date, difficulties 
of a serious kind might liavo to he faced. 

In the Arghastan Valley several bodies of tribesmen were dispersed 
early in April by Slier Ali, now the acknowledged Wali of Kandaliar ; 
but, on the night of tlie 6th, two or three hundred men led by Ghazis, 
attacked Dabrai, and tlio Road Commandant, Major S. J’. Waudhy, 
who, witli an escort of five men, had put up tliere for the night, 
abandoned by the Patlian levies, perished after de.sperate figliting, in 
which he is said to have killed a number of the enemy with a hog- 
spear. One man of his escort escaped to carry the news to the nearest 
British post, and another, left for dead, recovered to confirm his 
tale. The victors cut the telegraph wires, and for a few days all 

25 
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comm^inicaiion was suai)cndcd boUvcon Kandaliar and Quetta. A 
punitive column from Oliainan, coiisi.sting of two Mountain guns, sixty 
sabres, and a liundrcd and seventy rifle.s, reinforced by two hundred 
and iifty Cavalry and a hundred and fifty Infantry of Slier All’s 
contingi'nt, destroyi'd a fort belonging to Abu Sayud, a chief who was 
known to liavc been implicated in the outrage. Abu Snyud hiinself 
was captured and sent to Kandahar (o be dealt with by the Wali, 
and thenceforward Mel Karez, Dabrai, and Catai were garrisoned by 
regular troops. 

Throughout April, communication between Kandahar nnd Khelat- 
i-Gliilzai was niucli liampercd by gathering.s of triliosmen ; and, at the 
end of the month, ono of th('.se bodies strengthened by four hundred 
Gliazis, cniupletely clo.sed the road, aftei- plundering a Commissariat 
convoy near Jaldak. d’o reojien it, Colonel Tanner, with two hundred 
and fifty men of the 2nd Baluchi regiment, issued from Rhelat i- 
Glulzai during (,he night of tlio Jst of May, surjiriscd the marauders’ 
villages ; seized two headmen and several of the inincipal inhabitants 
as hostages ; rccovc'red some of the stolen camels ; drove oil a number 
of the villagers’ sheep and goal.s ; and, on his way home, defeated 
a strong body of Chazis vidio attcmjited to stop him, killing their 
leader and fourteen men and taking eight prisoners. 

The same day Sir Robert Sandeman moved out of Quetta, with 
two guns and seven hundred rifles, to puni.sh the Panizai Pathans 
for the murder of Captain H. P. Showers, who had been waylaid and 
killed near the Khojak E’ass.^ The weather was hot and the marching 
heavy ; but, except that stones were rolled down upon the baggage as 
it passed through a ravine, the offending tribe offered no resistance, 
and on making its submission, tho column returned to Cantonments, 
after blowing up the village towers of Dirgai. 

V Three days after the murder of Showers the same tribe aitaoked a survey 
party under Lieutenant C. P. Puller, wounding an English Sergeant and two 
men of the eseort. {Life of i^ir Hobeit Sandeman, p. 141.) 
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On the 9th of May, three officers — Captain A. J. Garrett, Captain 
F. W. Leckio, and Lieutenant E. E. J\f. Lavvford — returning witli a 
sniall escort from Kokcran, were fired oir within a short distance of 
Kandahar. The .sliots wounded Garrett and a trooper, and all efforts 
to discover the porpetrator.s of the outrage proved vain. 

Each of those incident-s was a small thing in itself, and many such 
might have continued to occur without sensibly endangering the 
safety of the British garrison in Southern Afghani.stan, if, behind these 
sporadic outburst.s of tribal animosity, had nob lain the con.stant and 
ever-growing menace of the large and well-equipped army of Ayuh 
Khan, whose movements were heginning to emerge from the cloud of 
contradictory rumours by which they had been concealed, and to take 
definite direction and form. On the 24th of May, Slier All learned 
that the Barakzai Prince, having at last succeeded in reconciling the 
Kabuli and Herati sections of his army and their respective leaders — 
Luinab Kushdil Khan, son of Slialigassi Sherdil Khan, and Sirdai’ 
Abdulla Klian — had fixed the 10th of June for the beginning of his 
march on Kandahar ; that he was in correspondence with the Zemin- 
dawari chiefs ; and that the people of Earah had been ordered by 
Sirdar Umar Khan to cut their crops, ready for the use of tlie troops 
that Avouid soon be passing through the district. 

In the hope of counteracting Ayuh Klian’s influence in tho Zeruin- 
dawar district, Sher Ali started for Girishk on the 1st of June ; but, 
so little confidence had he in the fidelity or the efficiency of his 
contingent, that he begged Colonel St. John, Avdio had been appointed 
Resident at Kandaliar, to give liim tlie support of a British Brigade. 
Tile request was referred to Sir Eroderick Haines, Avho declined to 
grant it, declaring emphatically that the garrison of Kandahar needed 
augmenting, not diminislung, and strongly recommending that the 
Bombay Reserve Division should be mobilised as soon as Ayuh Khan's 
intentions had been ascertained. 

On the 21st of June came the news that the advance guard of Ayuh 
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Klian’t! army — fourteen hundred picked hoiscuieu led by Kushdil 
Khan — had crossed tiie Hari-rud, and Primrose, yielding to iSt. John’s 
earnest rcj)]'Oiiuntations, rcpoiicd to Hoad-C)uarters that, ponding 
rofcu'cncc and ordei's, he liad arranged to despatch a Ih-igade of In- 
fantry, a battery of IfoiBO Artillery, and a regiment of Native Cavalry 
to the flehiiaud, and to strengtluui Ijis own position by moving u]) a 
regiment from Quedta and di awing in a wing of the 2nd iSaluchis 
from iiholat-i-Gliilzni. lii reply, the Quartermaster-General tcle- 
grajihcd permission to molhlize a Brigade, hut foibado any actual 
advance till the orders of the C'ouunandoi'-in-Chief had been received. 

There can bo no doubt that if the decision had lain with Sir 
Frederick Haines, there would have been no expedition 1o tlie Hel- 
inand ; for nothing in the p)o.sition of aft'airs in Southern Afghanistan 
had changed since he had refu.sod Sher All’s re, quest for British aid. 
But above the C'oinmandcr-iii-Ohief stood tlie \'’iceroy and his Council ; 
and the Viceroy and hi.s Council, convinced that it would be inconsistent 
with tlie security of the military position at Kandahar to allow Ayuh 
Khan to cro.ss the Helniand, applied to the iSecrctary of State, on 
the 27th of June, for perinis.sion to direct Primrose to despatch a force 
strong enough to prevent the passage of that river ; and the Secretary 
of State gave tire sanction asked for without inquiring rvlr.at the 
strength of such a force should bo, nor from what source it could 
safely be drawn.' Strange to say, no one, not even Sir F, Haines, 
seems ever to have asked the first of these two questions. In a memo- 
randum, dated June 30th, the Cammander-in-Chief dwelt on the danger 
of withdrawing troox>s from Kandahar, Avho.so garrlHon only numbered 
four thousand six hundred and sixty-five men and one hundred and 
four oflicci's,^ and the still greater risk to which Khelat-i-Ghilzai — 
eighty miles from all support — would be ex^iosed by the recall of a 
wing of the Baluchi regiment ; he showed too the impossibility of taking 

1 Tolegrama Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4, Afghanistan (1880), No. 3, p. 3. 

= These figures mcludo non-effective, sick, etc. 
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troops from the line of eommunieations without IcaviJig the railway and 
the now road iiiiproteelod till regiments from tho Keservm Division 
could bo pushed up to relieve them ; but he faded to call the Govern- 
ment’s attention to the absurdity of supposing that any force that 
Primrose might put into the field could keep Ayul) Khan from crossing 
the llolmand and moving, at his choice, on Ghazni oj' Kandahar, 
though he was warned by a stalT-oiriccr wlio had maichod with Bid- 
dulpli to Girishk and carefully noted all the features of the country, 
of the certain conserpiences of sending two or three thousand men, 
cucumbei'ed by Iniggago and commissariat trains, to check the advance 
of an army eight or ton times its own .size, at a point where, if defeated 
or outmanoeuvred, its only line of lotroat would lie thi'ough many 
milc.s of 'ivatciic.ss de.sci't. Tt i.? probable, lioAvevcr, that if Hir D’edorick 
1-Iaincs had added this to his other objection.s to Piimro&ols scheme, 
it would have done as httlo as they to ultev the Government’s deter- 
ininatioii to accept it ; for all he gained hy his strongly Avorded rc- 
prosentations Avas leave to oi'der the mobilization of a Pjriti.sh Infantry 
regiment, tAvo Kativo Tiifantjy regiments, a battery of Artillery, and a 
regiment of Kative Cavalry, belonging to the Keserve Biviaion. 

Orders to de.spatch a Brigade to Girishk AA'ere .sent to Primrose, on 
the lat of July, and in transmitliiig them the Quartorina.ster-General 
again jnit on record the Cominandcr-in -Chief’s disapproval of tlio 
moArement, and directed that on no account Avas the Helmand to be 
cro.sscd,' or Kandahar wlrengthoned at Khelat-i-Ghilzai’s cx2c0n.se. 

Tlie Force Avhich started for the Helmand on the 4lh of July, 
commanded l)y Brigadier-General G. H. S. BurroAA's and accorajAanied 
by Colonel St. Jolm, consisted of 

Stai'T. 

CajAtain W. H. McMath, Brigaclc-Alajnr. 

Captain T. Harris, Doi)uty Assistant- Quiu-termaator Gonoral. 

CniAtain J. R, >Slade, Orderly Officer, 


*■ This Avas in aaoordanco Avifch tho orders of Qovermaont, — H. B. H. 
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Lieutenant G. C. Dobbs, Deputy Assistant Coinmi&sary -General. 

Major E. P. Leach, V.C., Royal Enginocis. 

OAVAnay BaiOAnE. 

Bi'igacliei'-General 'h. Nutt, ill, Commanding. 

Major G. C. Hogg, Brigade-Major. 

E-B Royal Hoiso Artillery, Major G. E. Blackwood. 

3rd Sind Horse, Colonel J. 11. P. Mnlcolmson. 

3rd Bombay Light Cavalry, Major A. P. Curiic. 

lUFANTEY BaiaADE. 

6 Companies 6Gt]i Pool, Colonel J. Galbiuilh. 

lat CJronadiors (Bombay Infantry), Lieutenant-Colonel H. S. Anderson. 
•Jacob's Rillcs (3(l(li Bombay Intantry), Colonel W. G. Mainwaring. 
Hall'-Cnmpany No. 2 Bombay Sappers ami Miner's, Jjieutenant T. R. Hcnn. 

Strength — 6 guns, 2,463 offiew's and men, leaving only — 

4 Guns C-2 Royal Ai'tillory, 

4 Heavy Guns, 

2 Mortars, 

1 Sriuadron Poona Horse, ivith some detail, s of the 3i'd Bombay Cavalry and 
3rd Sind Horae, 

7th Eusiliers — about 550 ofTeotives ) 

1 Wing 19th Bombay Infantiy — 300 ) '* ^ 

to protect the citadel of Kandahar and the hig eantonnients out,side 
the city walla. 

The Commanding Rojral Engineer, Lieutenant-Colonel John Hills, 
protested strongly against this dangerous reduction of .strength. “ Wo 
are left,” so he wrote to Prlmroso, “ the remnants of the garrison of 
Kandahar, in a very awkward jjosition — twenty-five here and there — 
and were an attack made on camp as held at present, .serious conse- 
quences would result.” Primro.sc admitted that the, garrison loft 
was very weak, hut the 4th Native Bombay Infantry, followed by the 
28th, was moving up the Ihio, and he trusted that the knowledge of 
theii' approach and that other troops wei'e on the move, would prevent 
any disturhanoe of the ordinary .state of affairs in and around the city.^ 

1 The Bombay Field Force, 1880, p. 14, by Major-General Sir John Hills, 
RE„ KO.B. 
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A number of unpleasant pieces of intelligence which soon reached 
Simla, proved how ill-founded was Primrose’s trust in the tranquillizing 
effect on the country generally, of the knowledge that other troops 
were on the rvay. Tclegrajiliic eoinmunieation had been interrupted 
near 1'ukht-i-Pul ; four hundred of the Khan of Khelat's troops had 
deserted ; the Mari and Pathan tribes were giving a great deal of 
trouble ; Surgt'on J. B. Raton and Lieutenant H. W. Seymour had been 
attacked on the Harnai ro?id, Seymour receiving two wounds and 
Eaton having his horse, killed undei’ him ; and tribesmen under 
Mahomed Aslam wcu'o again absembling in the neighbourhood of 
Khclat-i-Ghilzai. The breaching of tlm-c miles of the Sidikur-Sibi rail- 
way by heavy Hoods was tlic work of nature, not of man ; but the 
accident, by retarding the movement of reinforcements, unfavourably 
affected the situation at Kandahar. 

Prec(?de,d by the cavalry and the Sappers, Burrows marched by 
the route taken the previous year by Biddul]")h, and on the 11th of 
July reached the Helmand, where he took up a position oppo.sito 
Oirishk and the Wall's camp on the river’s further bank, and was met 
by the news that Ayub Khan’s main body rvas at Earah and his 
advanced guard at Washir. Two days latei', St. John ascertained that 
the Kandahar Contingent, consisting of two thousand Infantry, a 
thousand Cavalry, and a battery of smooth-bore guns, was quite 
untrustworthy, and after consultation with Sher All and Burrows, 
settled that it should, bo brought across the river and disarmed by the 
British troops A but next morning, before this could be done, the 
Infantry broke out into open mutiny, seized the baggage, guns, and 
ammunition, plundered the fort where supplies for the British had been 
collected, drove the WAli and the cavalry that remained faithful to 

1 “ Rode across the river and met the Wali, who roturiicd with me to our 
camp. . . . General Burrows came to my tent, and joined the conversation, 
and after some time it was agreed on the Wall’s proposition that he should 
hring liis troops to our side, whore it would be easy to disarm them.” — Kxtract 
from Colonel St. John’s Diary of 13th July. Afghanisittn (1880), No, 3, p, 144. 
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him, acrohs tlie Holmand, and started o/T to join Ayuh Khan. Ro es- 
sential was it to disjrf'i’so tiro dosortcr.s, or, at least, to recover the guns 
and ammunition, that Burrows felt justified in disoheying the Govorii- 
ment’s orders to remain on the Biaudeaha]- side of the river, and ordei-od 
the Hoi'se Aiiillery and Cavah-y, foin‘ eom))anies of the (ifitli Foot, 
two of Jacoh’.s Bitles, and the Rappers and Miireis, in pursuit. Once 
across the river, the Cavalry outstripped the Artilleiy, which was 
dedayed hy two or three awkward watercoui'ses ; ‘ hut the gr'ound was 
too dillicult to allow of oveidaking the main body of tiro fugitive.s, and 
only a small portion of the abandoned baggage could be .secured.® 
The Afghan guns fired a few inefTectivc round, s, but the drivers fled 
after' tlu'ce of theii' nunrher had been killed, and witli great clifficAilty, 
owing to the lack of hor.sc.s and harness. Major Blackwood, command- 
ing the British Batt('i'y, got them safc'ly across the .stream.'’ Tdie whole 
force was back in camp by 8 p.m., after a hard day's worlr,' in which 
it had lost ono man of the 60th Boot killed, two wounded, and had 
killed forty or fifty of the mutineer.s. 

Eai’ly that morning the British camp had been moved to a better 
position, tAvo miles higher up the river ; but, in the course of the 
day, information had been brrmght in that Ayuh Khan wa.s only 
three. marche.s from tlie Ilehnand, Avhich he was intending to cr'o.ss to 

1 “ llao C.waliy advanced ((iiiekor tliaii T conld, for I had two or throe infernal 
watpi'conrsBs to negntiato,” (Exlraot from a lottor of Major Blackwood’s, dated 
Gamp Kaslik-i-Nakliud, July 18th, 1880.) 

2 “ The Cavalry pursued, hut the ground was nol favourable. Ilowovor, 
they came up with plenty of abandoned camels and baggage, and if time had 
only permitted, might have secured tun times more than they did.” (Ibid.) 

3 “ It Avas 3 p.m. noAv, and Ave had to make our way homo and also drag six 
more guns and thi'eo Avagons. The brutal enemy had out and stripped their 
harnoas and loft only two horses, so I had to improvise teams and Jiarne,s.s, the 
infantry having to hold up the shafts of the carriages, Avhilat four leaders dragged, 
as I was stumped for wheeled harness.” (Ibid.) 

■* “ A long day’s v'oi’k and no food, for I’m shot if wo had more than a crust 
of bread from dawn till dark. Thirst wnB a caution. Tho heat Avas lively, but 
the exoitement of the game made you feel it little,” (Ibid.) 
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tho north of Giriahij, and though the Brigade had ])een sent out for 
the express purpose of disx>iiting the passage of that river, Burrows 
now decided to withdraw from its i)anks. Had the Helm and been 
fordable only at a single point, careful dispositions might have frus- 
ti'ated tho enemy’s design ; hut at the end of July it was fordable all 
along its course, and tho British column, 'even without the mutiny 
of tiio Wall’s contingent, was too small to admit of drsjieraion, and 
too heavily weighted to hurry from point to point in anticipation 
of the enemy’s movements. Apart, hoAvcver, from the unfavourable 
military aspect of the situation, the loss of a large part of the supplies 
stored at Girishk rendered imperative the abandonment of a district 
where none were procurable ; so Burrows called together his 
prinoixial officei's to con.sidor with him the direction and extent of 
tin; change whieh must now be made. At this council Colonel Mal- 
colmson and Lieutenant-Colonel Ander.son were in favour of marching 
tho force straight hack to Kandahar — the Wall had already given 
tho same advice — St. John was eager to move it twelve miles higher 
up the river in order to forestall Ayub Khan in the command of the 
fords at Hyderabad ; and, in the end, Burrows decided on the middle 
course of retiring to Kushk-i-Nakhud, where lie counted on being 
able to feed his troops Avith supxJics drawn from (ho Garraah and 
Maiwaiid Valleys.^ This decision was subniitLcd to lire G'ommander- 
in-Cliief, who, in sanctioning it, warned both Primrose and Burrows 
that tho latter, being so far from support, must act with caution. 

Meanwhile affairs on the line of communication with India were 
not improving. Another breach in tho railway had so disorganized 
traffic by the new road that troops were being pushed u]) in carts 
tixrough the Bolan ; and Sir R. Sandeman reported that Mullahs of 

I “ Eodo to Mahvimd with Major Loach, R.E., and a Brjuadron of cavalry, 
found evorything quiet and arranged for supply of alta from the mills, of which 
there are eight.” — St. John’s Diary of 18th of July. Afghanistan (1880), No, 3, 
p. 146, 
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influence were preaching jehtid, and tliat the raovemoni, in Ayuli’s 
favour was more extended and determined than was believed in 
Kandaliar, Whatever delusions the Eritish garrison of Kandahar 
may have entertained on this point, w'ere evidently not shared by 
its Native population, for families whose heads had reason to fear 
Ayub Khan’s resentment, wore leaving it daily, rrinu'o.se, mounted 
three forty-pounders on the walls of the citadel anti caused the city 
to be constantly patrolled, yet outrages wore of frecpicnt occurrence ; 
and had a capahle leader presented himself at this juncture, the 
armed men with whom tho streets were .swarming, could have cap- 
tured the citadel with its wealth of military sl<oi’es, and tho.so once 
in their hands, tho destruction first of the four hundred Europeans 
holding the cantonment and then of Enrrows’.s Brigade' must have 
followed in due course.^ Tliis, at least, was tho oj)inion of tlio Ooin- 
manding Engineer, and when it is remembered tliat, for ten da.ys, 
eight hundred and fifty bayonets rciircscnl.od tho efi'ectivc strength 
of the garrison, and that a wing of the Bombay Rifie.s was tho only 
reinforcement which reached it during another ten clays, that opinion 
cannot be regarded as unduly alaruii.st. 

Burrows arrived at Kushk-i-Naklmd on the 17tli of July, and, 
on the Ifitli, shifted his camp throe miles nearer tho Hclmand.” fi'ho 
now site lay half-way between the Argandah and tho hills which 
formed tlie northern boundary of tho Ku.shk-i-Nakhud plain ; but, 
from it, no adccpiate watch could be kept on the enemy, for though 
one road from Hyderabad to Maiwand, the important strategic p)Oint 
which was certain to be Ayub Khan’s objective, could be observed’ 
from a losv jDlatoau lying three and a half miles we.st of the British 
camp, another, running through the hills, long and rugged, indeed, 
but practicable- for cavalry, was entirely screened from view. Nor 

1 Hills’s Bomhay Field Force, 1880, p. 1-1. 

“ “Moved camp to an open position some three miles nearer Qii'ishk.” 
— jSt, John’s Diary of the 19tb. of July. Ajglumiatan (1880), Ho, 3, p. 140, ' 
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was tho camp better situated for defence in the event of the enemy’s 
turning aside to attack it ; for, on every side, the undulatory con- 
formation. of the ground offered hollows in which bodies of men could 
gather unpcu'ccivcd, and this billowy plain was cut up by Kare/.es 
and drainage lines, divided by low w'alls, and dotted over by deserted 
houses, all affording execllent cover to an assailant, As the position 
was uselc.ss for the protection of Kandahar, in case Ayub Khan should 
move straight on that city via Maiwand, the only possible explanation 
of Burrow'S remaining in it is, that St. John, on whom he dejiended 
for information, deceived by report,? of discontent and dissensions 
rife among Ayub Khan’s troop,s, had led him to believe that they 
w'ould not ]novo formidable foes, 'i’licre w'as no doubt, how'ovor, 
as to the Afghans being .strong in Artillery, so the four six-pounder 
smooth-bore guns and the tw'O howitzers recovered from the luntineers, 
w^re manned by a detaehment of the 66th, under Lieutenant G, de 
la M. Ifaunco, which had gone tlirongh a course of gun-drill ; horses 
and harness w'erc sent out by forced marches from Kandahar, and 
the command of the iniprovi.scd battery, to whicli Lieutenants T. !F. 
T. Fowlo and G. >S, Jones were attaclicd, w'as conferred by Burrows 
on his Orderly Ollicer, Captain J. K. yiado, R.H.A.' Neither could 
there be any doubts as to the disturbed state of the country, for 
a commissariat convoy, commanded by Captain P. C. Heath and 
escorted by a hundred and thirty men of the 30th Bombay Infantry 
w'hich aiTived at Kuslik-i-Nakhud on, or about, the 20th of July, had 
been so seriously throatoued by largo bodies of villagers that Burrows, 
though anxious to rid himself of his sick, and of his superfluous 
h.'iggage, dared not entrust it to so weak a guard, and had to wait for 
the coming of a second provision convoy, wdiich w'as to be escorted by 
two companies of the 4th Bombay Infantry, and to bring with it 
carriage for the removal of the former. 

1 Telegram from General Primrose dated 21st July, Ajffhanistan (1880), 
No. 3, p. 17. 
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On ihc 21&t oC July, the Commander-in-C'hicf, by desire of tlio 
Govoinmont, aslced General Primrose' for inforjiialion as to (he aiiita- 
bility of Burraws’s yeositioii for taking tlio odensive, “ as it was of 
the ulitnost importance that Ayub Kluin should not be allo^w'd to 
slip jiast Kandahar towards Ghazni without being attaelcel,”' Sir 
Frederick also inquired into Pjainrose’s own vievws and iiitentiirns, and 
desired to know to what evtent he cordd strenglhen Bniiows as 
reinfoi'cenionts arrived at Kandahar. Primrose rejrlied that Burrows 
was prepared to attack the enemy should lie advance on Kushk-i- 
Nakhud, or on Maivvand by the direct road, an<l that shoidd he attempt 
to roach the latter places vid tire Malmand Pass, he would intcreept 
him in the Garrnab Valley. Tn the lattcsr ease, he would send back 
his sick and his supernuoixs baggage to Ksnidahar, and Ih'imrose 
promised to do all in his power to lighten the column and add to 
its mobility. Onroeeipt of this information, the, Gommander-in-Chief 
telegraphed authorizing Burrows to attack Aynb Klian, if ho con- 
sidered himself strong enough to do so.^ 

Whil.st these tclcgranxs were being exchanged by tire Gommander- 
in-Chief and Pr'iuu’ose, the Gt'iicral xvith whrr.se movements they 
were concerned, had been .stai'tled into the bf'lief that lie was more 
likely to be the attacked than the attacker. Nens had been brought 
to Colonel St. Jolin that, on tlie 2lRt, Aynh Khan and half his army 
had Tcaehcd the Helmand, wlu'ro he had be<'n joined by Slier Ali's 
mutinous infantry, and by a niniiher of monnted tribesmen and 
Ghazis ; that his whole force, numbering four thousand cavalry, 
four thousand infantry, and eight thousand Ghazis, iva.s moving on 
Sangbur, an oasis in the desert, twelve miles north-west of Burrows’s 

< Aighanutav (1880), No. 3, p. 96. 

» Telegram dated Simla, 22nd July, from Conimandoi'-in -Chief to General 
'Primrose: “You will understand that you have full liberty lo attack Ayuli, 
if you oonsidcr you are strong enough to do so. Qoyemmout oonsidor it of 
the greatest political importance lliat his force should be dispersed, and pre- 
vented by all po-ssiblo means from passing on to Ghazni.” (Ibid. p. 97.) 
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jiosition ; and (hat fiom Sangbur ho intended to attack the Britisli 
camiD, in conjunction nitli two tliouband five hundred cavalry, under 
Kushdil Khan, wdio Avcie aheady on their wa}' down the lielmand, 
with instructions to move up the Argandab Valley. 

Alarmed by the, sc lunioiirs. Burrows again called a council of 
■war at which Brigadier-tleneral Nuttall, Colonel Slalcohn.son, Lientcn- 
ant-Coloncl rlndeison, and Major Cuiric were unanimously in favour 
of retiring towards Kandahar, wdiilst St. John and the Staff advocated 
showing the enenij^ a bold front. The upshot w'as that the Force 
moved a few hundred yards to a point where tw'o walled enclosure.^ 
ofi'ered protect ion to the baggage and .sick.* The ground bet-ween the 
enclosures, fenced in by pack-.sacldlcs and rope ontanglonieiit, was 
allotted to tire transjiort camels ; to the east of the enclosure the 
cavalry lines were established ; then came the officers’ tents, and, 
bejrond these, the iirl'antiy in a semi-circle, Avith guns at intervals, 
protected by a breastwork of tents and paeks.“ There wa.s no shade, 
anti all day long the .sun sheme like a hall of fire through the clouds 
of dust that obseiri'cd the sky. 

On the 22nd, St. John’s spies reported that Ayub Khan had 
crossed the Hclmand, that his cavalry, after reconnoitring as far as 
Sangbur wdiero he had estahlishod an infantry outpost, had gone 
back to the river, and that it was to return on the inoi'row, followed 
the next day by the main body of the army. To test the truth of 
the, so rcjrorts. Burrows, early on the morning of the 23rd, sent out 
a troop of the 3rd Sind Horse, under Lieutenant A . M. Monteith, to 
reconnoitre toward, s Sangbur, and, at the same tinio, despatched a 
squadi'on of the 3rd Bonihay Cavalry, coniiirandod by Lieutenant 

1 “ Being apprehensive of a night attack by the eiiemy’H numerous cavalry, 
General Burrows has shifted his camp to a new position, in Avhioh the stores, 
sick, and baggage animals aio in an enclosm-e,” (Tolegram. 23rd July, from 
Colonel St. John to Foreign Seeretary, Simla, Afghanistan (1880), No. 3, 
]jp. 19, 20.) 2 St. John’s Diary, 21st; of July, 1880. Ibid. p. M7. 
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'r. P. Ocogliogan and accompanied by Major E. Leach, to vi.sifc 
tiie Maiwand Valley and bnni all the newly stacked com. Three 
]nilcs from camp, Mont(‘ith’.s troop CcUno into touch with live or aix 
hundred Afghan horsemen and had to fall back. Hearing carbine 
firo, Leach and (feoghegan abandoned their cx])edition and hurried 
to the assistance of tlmir comrades, ‘ whom they found about a mile 
from camp watching the enemy moving leisurely, in a long straggling 
line, in the direction of Maiwand. iSoon two squadron.s of Cavalry 
and a division of the Hor.se Artillery came galloping nj), .sent olT by 
Purrow.s a.s soon us he had been apprised of the state of affairs iii 
his front ; but they airivcd too late to do more than throw a few 
shells into the Afghan roar-guard a.s it cUsappoarod from sight. 

Another day passed without bringing any defmite news of Ayub's 
inovoments. There wore reports in abundance, but neither St. 
John’s spies nor Burrows’s patrols could bo relied on for information : 
the former miglit, or might not, be jilayiug their employe]’ false ; 
the latter, mounted on half-.starvod, overworked beasts, could not 
penetrate the thick screen of skilfully handled horsemen that inaslced 
the Afghan advance.’' Still, out of tliesc conflicting reports two 
facts emerged ; the one, that the Afghan army Avas many times larger 
than the Briti.sh Bi’igade ; tlie other, that by one of two routes, it 
was moving on Maiwand, the point whioh commanded the shorter 
road to Kandahar— thh’ty miles as against the forty-five, which lay 
between Kushk-i-Nakhud and that city. To anticipate Ayub Khan 
in the occupation of Maiwand was of vital iinportanco to a force so 
greatly outnumbered that iis Coininanclor could not leave the po.ssi- 

r “ In con.sequenco of the affair in the morning, the expedition to burn tho 
stacks at JIaiwand did not start ; but ono of the Wali’s aowara sent there reported 
none of the enemy to bo seen,” (St. John’s Diary, 23rd July. Ibid. p. 148.) 

2 In whatever direction Burrows’s patrols were sent out “ there they were 
sure to meet some of those marvellous horaojnon, whose ubiquity astounded our 
reconnoitring parties.” (Personal Records of the Kandahar Vampaign, by Major 
iishe, p. 69.) 
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bility of a ictieat out of his calcL-Jations ; yet, for thi'e(3 more days, 
Buitou'S stood fast, ^^'altiug ap])aront]y for more exact intelligence. 

On tho ildtli, a detachment of the Sind Honse found Sangbur 
unoccupied, but uui.s chased on it.s way back to camp by a body of 
cavalry who issiu'd suddenly from a ravine, and, though the patrol 
had a gf)od .start, .succeeded in overtaking it and cutting down two 
men. The next day, Lieutenant E. D. N. Smith discovered Afghan 
Cavalry at Sangbur, but his report as to their numbers — some three 
huntlred as far as ho corrld judge — confirmed Burrows and St. John 
in the belief, based on iirfoiination brought in by a spy from Hydera- 
bad,' that the whole Afghan army ^ras still on the Helmand. In 
reality Ayub Khan, after cro.ssing the river and nialdng the demon- 
stration towards Kushk-i-Nakluid which had comirelled Burrow .s to 
shift his camp, had sent off a large body of cavalry and Ghazis to 
Maiwand by the difficult, circuitous mountain road, and on the 26th, 
marched himself, with his powerful artillery and main body, to Sangbur, 
where he arrived soon after the place had been reconnoitred by Lieu- 
tenant Smith. Later in the day, when a party of tho Walits cavalry, 
sent out to collect supplies, reported the presence of the enemy in the 
Maiwand Valley, Burrows jumped to the conclusion that tho horsemen 
seen by the foraging party was the enemy’s advanced guard, that it had 
come over the Mainland Pass, and that tho whole Afghan force was 
marching by that route. Even on bliis theory of Ayub Khan’s strategy, 
the news was so serious that Burrows again called a council of war, 
at which it was decided that the Brigade should march early the 
next morning to Maiwand ® with a view to securing its own communi- 
cations with Kandahar, interposing between that city and bho enemy, 
and, at the same time, closing the Khakrez Valley, through which 
Ayub Khan might be intending to make his way to Ghazni.’ , 

1 St. John’s Diary. Ajghanislan (J880), No. 3, p. 148. 

St, John, Leach, and Slade wanted Burrows to move that night. — H. B. H. 
' ® St. John’s Diary of 20th of July. Afghani^an (1880), No. 3, p. 149. 
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Satisfied th<at he had read t]ic Afghan leader’s plans aright, Biutowk 
made no attempt lo ascertain -wliother any change had occurred at 
Sanghur — he had even called in the cavalry jjatroLs on the W'estern 
platc'au from which, if haze did not hinder, the advance of the Afghans 
might have been detcelcd — and the Ih’igado spoilt its last night at 
Kushk-i-Nakhud in ignorance of the fact that Ayuh Khan and his 
anny were witliin twelve miles of its camp, ready to intcT'cept it on 
tho morrow. 


OnSliUVATtONS 

Obskiwation 1 . When the question of despatching a force to 
the Helniand was under discussion, Major F. J. S. Adam, Assi.stant- 
Qiiaitermasier-General, prc.s,sed iqion Gc'ucral rritnro.so tho advisa- 
bility of abandoning Khelat-i-Ghilzai and withdrawing its garrison to 
Kandahar. Primrose shared Adam’.s views, yet allowi'd himself to be 
drawn in(,o supporting St. John’s propo.sal for tiio retention of tho 
place and the recall of a wing of tho Baluchi regiment, a compromise 
v\'hich would have dangerously weakened the smaller force without 
appreciably adding to the strength of the larger.' Sir Donald Stewart 
and General Phayre, consulted on the point, agreed that Kholat sliould 
not he permanently retained ; hut, whereas tho foj'mcr was in favour 
of holding it till the retirement from Northern Afghanistan had been 
accomplished, the latter wrote that “ from tho moment of Sir Donald’s 
victory at Gliazni and onward movement to Kabul, the necessity of 
holding Khelat as an outpo.st in that direction ceased in a military 
proint of view, inasmuch as we (tho Commanders in Southern Afghan- 
istan) have no fear from that quarter. Whether there are political 
reasons for holding tho place, or not, I cannot say, but strategically 

1 “ Oix military grounds, I was always of opinion that the Khelat garrison 
should he withdrawn and concentrated at Kandahar, but the Political Bosidont 
urged the absolute necessity of retaining tho garrison tlvero for political reasons, 
consenting to the half-battalion of Baluchis being withdrawn.” (Extract from 
Primrose’s letter of the 10th of September to the Quartormastcr-Genoral.) 
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there are 110:10, and I think, juht ab we evacuated Girishk a year ago, 
when wo abandoned all idea of going to Eferat, so should wo now give 
up Khelat-i-Glulzai, and save valuable trooxis and treasure.” 

There can be no doubt that Phayre na.s right, and it is sati.sfactoi'y 
to find that tlio'o was 0110 British General wlio bhared Napoleon’s 
opinion that “ the mania of attempting, in a moment of difficulty, to 
hold every point, may be productive of great iiiisfortiine,s ” ; and 
who was not afraid to let it be .seen that lie thought military security 
should take precedence of political aims. 

Obhubvatiok 11 . The veto on pa.ssing the Hclmand was intended 
to prevent Burrows taking up a position on the fuither side of that 
river, or allowing himself to be di’awn to that .side, whilst engaged in 
oppo.sing Ayiib Khan’s attempt to force a pa.ssage ; it had no reference 
to such an emergency as arose when the Wali’s contingent niutiiiied, 
and Burrows was justified in disregarding it for an object of such 
vital importance as the dispersal of the mutineers, and the recovery 
of the cannon they were carrying off. 

Obseevatjon hi. The defection of the Wali’s contingent, and 
the I0.SS of stores which it entailed, were the immediate causes of the 
witluh'awal from the Hclmand. If there had been no mutiny. 
Burrows must still have abandoned a position that wa.s dangerous to 
his own force and inoperative so far as regarded any influence it could 
exerci.so ou the enemy’s movements ; hut as nothing was gained, in 
either of these ro.spects, by falling back upon Kushk-i-Nakhud, it is 
clear that he should cither have retired direct to Kandahar — a move- 
ment in which Primrose could have assisted by occupying Kokeran and 
establisliing a strong observation post at Singiri — or else he should 
have marched to Maiwand, where, in the midst of fairly good local 
supplies, he would have been fifteen miles nearer to his base thair at 
Kuf 3 hk-i-Nakhud. To argue that by taking this latter course he 

26 
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■would have, left the river route open to AyuLKlian, woirld be fallacious, 
for Avith the shorter road to Kandahar at his hack, he could always 
have been the first to rcacli that city. The real objections lo halting 
at Maiwand are to bo found — partly in the pj'ocarions position of tho 
Ka.ndaliar garrison, and partly in the fact lluil, as Burrorr.sts Fuiccs wns 
too weak to arrest Ayub Klran’s advance should Ghazni 1)c his objec- 
tive, and must fall bade in haste if the Afgluin Coiiun.andor were aiming 
at the capture of Kandahar, there rvas nothing to bo gained by its 
taking up a position from which it could not assume the offensive, and 
■which it might have to abandon at any moment. If Burrows bad 
obeyed Napoleon's precept and “ asked himself trcqucmtly in the day 
■what should I do if the enemy’s army appeared now in my front, 
or on my right, or on my left 1 ” ho would not have lingered at Kuslik- 
i-Nakhud, foi' “ tho difficulty he would have had in answeiing these 
questions " would have showr him that ho was “ ill po.stcd,” and 
compelled him “ to seek to remedy it.” 





fJHAI'TEE XXXIIT 


Battle of Maiwand 

Teib niarcli to Mai wand began under bad conditions : — soldiers and 
followers, after a night spent in “ the weary jiroccss of unravelling the 
closely packed camp,” ' tired and jaded ; the baggage animals stiff 
with inaction ; tlie cavalry horses worn out with incessant patrolling ; 
and the column, encumbered by stores and baggage, entirely devoid 
of mobility. “ 

At dawn a picket of fifty men of the 3rd Bombay Cavalry, under 
Lieutenant ilh P. Ocoghegan, moved out towards Maiwand, and fifty 
men of the .3rd Sind Horse, under Lieutenant A. M. Monteith, took up 
a position on a low ridge about three miles to the north of camp ; 
but though the rouse sounded at 4 a.in., it was nearly seven o’clock 
before the main body of the Brigade got into motion. Preceded by 
Geoghegan’s piekot as a reconnoitring party, it moved with the usual 
military precautions in the following order - 

Arr advanced guard of Cavalry and Artillery, commanded by 
Brigadier-General Nuttall ; the Infantry in line of columns at deploy- 
ing distances, under Burrows’s personal command ; a rear-guard of 
artillery, cavalry, and infantry, under Colonel Malcohnson, wdth the 
3,000 baggage animals massed on their right, Monteith’s observation 

1 Lottor oI Times’ UorrcsiioiuJcnt, d.ated Kaudahar, Sejitumher 8. {The 
Times, Octobec IQth, 1880.) 

a “ Encumborod by an enormous quantity of ordnance and commissariat 
stores and baggage.” (Brigadier-General G. B. S. Burrows’s Despatoli, dated 
Kandahar, 30th August, 1880.) 
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post becoinuig tlio loft llanldiig ])arty, whilst a detaclunciiL of the 3rd 
Sold Horse, under Lieutenant E. H. N. (Smith, guarded the Lrigado’s 
right flank. Shor All’s cavfdry were with the. rear-guai'd, hut as many 
of the men had gone hack to Kaiidaliar wlieu the Bjigade moved to 
Ku.shk-i-Israkhud, and others had since sli])]X'd away, it is probable 
that, by the 27th, the Wali had with him only a small personal e.scort. 

T'hc thick haze which enshi'ouded the country, and made it difficult 
to distinguish even objects fairly near at hand, iiieroascd, rather tluin 
diminished, the fierce heat of the snn ; the loose s()il burned undoi' foot, 
and rose in sull'ucating elornks under ilie cJuirriing of the artillery 
wheels and the tread of thousands of men and boasts. 

For tlio first sL-c miles there wore no signs of the jivcssenco of an 
enemy ; thou Oeoghegan jopoitetl that shots had been heard in tlie 
direction of Maiwand, and iliat small groups of horsemen wore moving 
diagonally across his front. Orders were at once issued to iiroccod 
cautiously ; but, dominated by the belief that Maiwand was occupied 
by a small advanccxl guard of an army luarehiiig by the Mahuand Pass, 
neither Burrows nor Nuttall suspected that the; cavalry observed by 
Oeoghegan wore Ayub Khan’s flankers moving outside, tlu; hilts behind 
which his main body was marching. 

It was midway between the villages of Mushak and Karez Ak, 
where the troojis hailed from !) to 10 a.ni. to wati'i' tiu' hor.sos and to 
allow the straggling baggage animals to look up, that tlu', real .state 
of things burst upon the British Commandei’. Eirst, one of St. John’s 
spie.s came hurrying in with the news that Ayub Khan had arrived the 
previous day at Sanghur, and was now raarehiag with hi.s whole force 
on Maiwand ; ' and shortly after Major G. 0. Hogg, who had been 
rooonnoitring well ahead of Gcoghegan’s scouts, rode back to report that 

1 “ From 0 to 10 a.m. a lialt was madn near a largo village, at which time a 
spy oanio up with the intelligence that Ayub Khan arrived youlerday with Ids 
whole force at Sangbur and wa.s now on hi.s way to Maiwand.”— St. Jobn’s 
Diary, 27tli July. Ajglianislan (1880), No. 3, p. 119- 
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Iio had cli.sonvpiTd largo bodies of cavalry j\ioving in a northerly 
direction. The haze and the conformation of the ground had pre- 
vented his ascertaining whether they wei’c accompanied by guns and 
infantry ; ' hut Burrow, s, with the .spy'.s intelligence before him, re- 
cognized that he had been outmanomvrcd, and that the valley from 
■which he drorr his .supplies, and. what wa.s oven more important, that 
tile direct road to Kandaliar, was already in the hand.s of the enemy. 
Thenceforward, his only lino of retreat was the road tliat lay behind 
him, and eveiy mile of advance meant a mile further from Kandahar 
and the help that might come to him from thence ; and, yet, convinced 
1 hat it was too late to go l)ack, he decided to go fojuvard and gave, the 
order to continue the march. 

At 10.30 the advanced guard arrived at Mahnmdabad,“ a hamlet 
Burrounded hy walled garden.s, from which, t]irc(' miles to the north- 
east, the small fortitied village of Maiwand could be dimly descried 
through the hazc'. Thioc-rprarters of a mile away on the right front, 
embedded in orchards, stood the village of Khig, between which 
and Mahmudaljad lay a wcll-fdicd watercourse. To the left, a deep 
ravine skirted tlie road, and, beyond this, a plain, four mile.s broad, 
stretched aw'ay to the hills, through an opening in ■which, with field 
glasses, the trees and villagc.s of the Oarmab Valley rvero just 
discernible. 

On aniving at Mahmudabad, General Nnttall and Major Black- 
■wmod, W'lin w'as in command of the artillery attached to the advanced 
guard, rode forward with two of its four guns to get a hotter view 
of Main and, u hilst Lieutenant H. Maclaine crossed the ravine with 
the turn other guns, and discovering a large body of Afghan borso 

The extraordinary deceptive nature of the haze may he gathered from the 
fact that General llurrow.s and his SlaJI belicvKl that the dark lines in i'ront 
of them w ere motionlc.ss trcc.s, not movi-ng men ; only Leach, ■vvho had surveyed 
the distiict, at once recognized the truth. — li. B. H. 

.2 Sometimes -written fitniidahad. — TL B. H. 
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well to tlic‘ south of the hills, galloped out to lus left front, esported 
by Montcith’s flanl<ijig party, and came into action about 11.30 
oV.locli against tlio onoiny’s exposed flank. 

Scarcely had he opcnetl fii-e than g7'<'at mas.ses of nien began 
dehouchiiig into the plain, -whilst hnndj'cds of horsemen and -white- 
robed Gha/is could ho seen streaming out of Mahvand. Nut, tall and 
Blackwood, who had rotTirned from their rceoj-inai.s.sance, now fol- 
lowed Maclaine, who Avas ordered to fall back to the left of the latter’s 
guns, which, with the remainder of the 3rd Bombay Cavalry, had 
tahen up a position about a thousand yards iir front of the ravine.^ 
A niesaeuger huri-ied off to a.sk that the Battciy division with the 
roar-guard niiglit he .sent to the front, hut, mcaTitiine, the horsemen 
observed by Maclaine moved north to join their fiiends issuing from 
the lulls, and BlackAvood, following tliem nji, found him.self confronted 
by “ countless nurahers,” “ and he and every man witli him kne-Av 
that the Brigade was face to face with the v'holo of Ayub Khan’s 
army and hopelessly outmatched, since, deducting tJio sick and the 
men on rcar-guarcl duty,’ Buri-ows could bj'ing into the lighting lino 
only twelve guns, fifty British officers, sixteen hundred and thirty- 
six bayonets, and four hundred and sixty-nine cavalry ; Avliilst 
oijposed to hi]u Avere thii'ty guns, including an Armstrong Batioi’y 
of superior range and Avcight to any on the British .side, five thousand 
nine hundred infantry, and four thousand one hundred cavalry, 
supplemented by every man cat»able of marching and fighting from 

1 Major Leach always maintained that Maclaine Avas right in advancing as 
he ran no risk. He should, in his opinion, luiA'c boon supported, not recalled, 
as he might have prevented the Afghans deploying if alloAA^ed to remain. Ilis 
reasoning is unquestionahly sound. — H. B. H. 

2 Brigadier-Geueral Nuttair.s Despatch, dated Kandahar, 3rd August, 1880. 

3 Sick, 84; ; on rear-guard duty 96 Cavalry and 20!) Infantry — total ,389. — 
H. B. IL 

A thousand more hoiAscmon, Avho had probably been on rear-guard, joined 
Ayuh IQian just aa the battle was over. (Hills’s Bombay Field Force, p, 10.) 
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Zciiiindawcar, Biikwa, Gurrase, Kakrez, Argandah, and the 

city of Kandahar, most of them Gliazis, ready to die for religion 
and country, more forniidahle therefore than any troops. Burrows 
estimated the sti'cngth of these irregulars at fifteen thousand ; Leach, 
at between twenty-five and thirty thousand ; and, later, one of 
Ayid) Khan’s pay-elerks told Captain A. Gaacloe of the Quaiier- 
inaster-General's iStaff, that there were twenty thousand Ghazis in 
the field that day. Accepting Burrows’s estimate as correct, the 
disproportion between the two forces was as one to eleven, and all 
the advantages of po.sition ^vcrc on tho Afghan side. 

Whilst tho Advanced Guard had been having it.s first encounter 
with the enemy, Bun■()^vs had massed the main body and rear-guard 
around Mahmudabad — part of tho Commissariat and baggage train 
under the village walls, the other part on the furthoi' side of the 
ravine wdth tho smooth-bore Battery and all the Infantry deployed 
into line, tho Field Hospital and Baggage being placed for safety 
undc'r the sloping hank.‘ Lieutenant E. G. Osborne’s division of 
Horse, Artillery, in compliance with NnUall’s reipiesl, had gone forward 
to reinforce tho Advanced Guard, escorted by Lieutenant ymith’s 
detachment of Sind Horse. 

Up to 11.45 a.m. tho Afghans continued moving eastward; but 
when the last man had cleared the liills, tho long column led by Ghazis 
Avhceled to the right, formed line of battle, and marched south. On 
its left, which rested on a branch of the ravine, now lyiirg behind tho 
Briti,sh force, tho Ghazis, supported by a few horsemen ; in its 
centre, seven battalions of regular infantry and three in re, servo, the 
batteries distributed among them at convenient intervals ; on its 

t “ When wo all moved up to the front at first, the roar-gun rd and baggage, 
not having had any orders, went straight on, the mass of camels, etc., still pushing 
on slowly and gradually, even whilst the fire had become general. General 
Nuttall seeing this, sent me across to send the baggage hack along with the 
xear-gnard.” (Report hy Mr. C. L. Griesbaoh of tho Geological Survey of India, 
who was attached to General hfuttaU’s Staff.) 
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I'igJit, ilio cavalry, wtli the exception of a thoiihancl nioii held back 
to meet coutingencioH, ready nt the word of command to encircle tho 
British position. Two thonsand yard.s from thai, jiosition Ayub 
Khan’s artillery came into action, but tlie thick hax.e which liid his 
batteries from British eyes, kept tlie Afghan gnnners from finding 
the range, and, for a time, tin' Armstrong shells flew sci'eaming over- 
head and fell beyond tho Horse. Aidillery’a guns, wlueh were posted 
as follow, s : 

On the right, Lieidcnant K. P. howell’s two guns, their right 
guarded by a hundred and thirty sabres, 3rd Bombay Cavalry, under 
Major A. P. Curi-ie arrd Captain M. Maync ; on tiro left, Maclaine’s 
two gnns supported by Montcith's troop of the 3rd Sind Horse. In 
rear, cohelonncd on the left of the gums, wa,s a tro(jp of tho Srd Bombay 
Cavalry under Lieutenant J. H. R. Reid, its left thrown back to 
watch a largo body of mounted Afghans, who were tlireatening tho 
oxpo.sed Briiisli Hank ; ‘ and when Lieutenant Osl)oi'ne’s two Horso 
Artillery guns arrived frojn tho veai' — soon after Blaolcwood, finding 
his batteries nsoless at 2,000 yards, “ liad obtained Nuttall’s per- 
mission to advance 500 yards nearer the cnenvy — they formed up 
betu'oen Fou'cirs and Maclaine’s Divisions, 'svliilst thfdr escort wont 
to strengthen tho hdt of tho position. 

So far Burrows had been inactive ; now, seeing that Aynh Khan’s 
horsemen were beginning to overlap Knttall’s left and rear, he moved 
np the infantry and smooth-bore battery, wlien the vhole force was 
dis])osec1 in tho following order : — 

Pacing north, to the left of Blackwood’s Battery, the guns of 
which were in echelon of divisions from tho loft, the Bombay Grenadiers 

1 NuftalUs Pespaloli, dated 3rd August, 1880. 

a St. John’s Diary ol tho 27th July. Afghanistan {1880), No. 3, p. lit). 

Oving to tho inirago Blaolewood never got the range of his guns properly. 
Leach was of opinion that this diffienltyhacl never been taken auffieiently into 
account.-— Ti, B, H. 



BATTLE OF MAIWAND 


409 

commanded by Lioutcnaut-Coloncl H. S. Anderson. Pivoted on tlio 
right of Plackwood's guns, but facing nearly due cast, thus forming 
what i.s known as a d(‘ad angle,* Jacob's Rifles under Colonel W. G. 
Mainwaring, with five eomjianie.s of the 60 th Punt coin7nanded by 
Lioutonant-C'olonel J. Galbraith, prolonging tlm line on their right. 
The half-conipan}^ of Bappcr.s under Lieutenant T. R. Eenn, acted 
as an escort to the Horse Artillery guns. Hlade’s smoothbores acre 
drawn up behind the Grenadiers, and the Cavalry under Nuttalh 
\vho soon drew in all e.scort.s and detachments, -were posted on the 
left rear of that regiment, facing slightly westward, to ho ready to 
meet the massc.s of Afghan horsemen, llireatening to sweep forward 
and rido them down by sheer weight of numhor.s. There was no 
Reserve, “ and as each corps was greatly outmatohed, none conld 
coino to the assistance of the others. These disiro.sitions completed, 
Burrows ordered the Infantry to lie down. 

Meanwhile Ayub Khan had seen witli his ow’n eyes liow small 
was the space occupied by the Briti.sh force — hardly the third of a 
mile — and had issued orders to “ Hllahcmd," in other words, to 
surround it, bidding his men be; ready, at a given signal, to rush in 
fearlessly on front, flaiik.s, and rear, smcc they could not bo fired 
upon from all directions,'’ Swiftly and skilfully the Afghan horsonen 
obeyed their leader’s command. In scattered order, mancouvring 
in eircles, they drew closer and clo.scr, spreading out until they en- 
veloped the British left and threatened the baggage. alr(>ady in danger 
from the Ghazis, who were working their way down the ravine toward.s 
Mahinudabad, with the intention of getting behind the British position. 
The good dispositions of Major J. T. Ready, the Gommandor of the, 

1 A space at its npox not oovorod by the detouder’s firo.— H, B. H. 

2 In tho early jiliaac of the battle a -wing of Jacob’s Rifle.s ■wa.s in reserve in 

rear of flic centre ; but, when once the liifanh'y wore braaglit into alignment 
vvilli Blackwood’s Battery, there was neither support nor reserve. (Burrows’s 
Dospatoh.) ** Hills’s Bonihay Field Force, 1880 , p. 22 - 
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llear-CiiiaTcl infantry, averted this danger. Kcc'x^ing his men well 
together, ho placed Lientenant 11. R. T. Bray, with a dotachinent of 
the tieth Foot, at a well-chosen point, from which he was ahic to 
frustrate the jVfghans’ attempts to issue from the raviiu'. 

About oni! o’clock, when Ayuh Khan’s envwloiung tactics w'cre suffi- 
cientlyadvaneed, he ?novetl for w'ard hts main body to within a thousand, 
and shortly after to w'ithin eight hundred yards of the British jiosition, 
on which he concentrated the hre of his thirty guns. A perfect 
storm of round-, shot and shell now biir.st upon the troops ; hut, as 
many of the latter failed to explode, easnalties were few', except 
among the liorse.s, and Burrows, noting with satisfaction that his 
batteries wore making c.xcellent pj'actico, that liis cavalry was holding 
the Afghan horscmien in clicck, and that the Gluv/.i.s wore kept to the 
ravine by the steady fire of Jacob’s Ililie.s and tbo G6th Ibiot, felt 
confident of victoiy,' 

A little later more Ghazis were Kcoir ap]:)roaching from Maiw'and, 
and as, at the sa^mo time, the enemy’s cavalry was reinforced, two 
smooth-bore guns under Lieutenant G'. S. Jones wer'e sent to strungthori 
the right flank of the fldlh Foot, wdiich had thrown back two eom- 
lianies to meet the expected attack, and two companies of Jacob’s Rifles 
under Lieutenant fl’. F. fl’. I'Vnvle, with two 12-poundor liowdtzers, 
w’cro despatched to the help of the Grcnadior.s, the Rifles deploying 
on the left of that regiment, w'ith their owm loft thrown hack to repulse 
a flank attack, and the guns coming into action on tluiir left. The 
two .smooth-bores remaining with Blade were formed up on the right 
of the Horse Artillery, in the interval left by the w'ithdrawal of the 
two infantry companies.^ 

About an hour after Burrows had made these changes in the 
disposition of his force, two Afghan housemen rode boldly up to 
W'ithin three or four hundred yards of the British position, and, having 

i Burrows’s Despatch. 

= St. John, and the Times Con’e.spondont, 
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reconnoitred it, rode away unliarnied, though the Grenadior sharp- 
shooters fii'cd several shots at themd The object of tlicir recon- 
naissance was sooir apparent, for Ayub Khan now advanced his right 
wing four hundred yards, hut disconcerted by the Gi'enadicrs' fire 
it quickly bi'oke into gj'oups and nielted awajq swallowed up by the 
haze out of uhich it had enrerged. Jiut, meantime, the Afghan 
Artillery had begun to use grape-shot, its fire crossing in several 
directions ; and, what was rvorse, two guns, supported by a large 
body of infanti'}?, appeared suddenly not more than four hundred 
yards aAvay from the Grenadiois’ right front and began searching 
tlic line with a raking fire.“ Lioutcnant-Colonel G. M. Griffith, who 
coinuianded a wing of tliat regiment, llii'cw back his right company 
to bring a direct fire on tlio Afghan guns and their escort, but, well 
sheltered by a depression in tlio ground, they continued to hold the 
position they had gained and to inflict heavy losses on the British 
troops.’ 

fn the hope of keeping down tlic fire (jf Yakub’s Artillery, Burrows 
brought back the whole of fcilade’s l-lattery, but twelve guns, however 
steadily served — and Ific conduct of their gunners was beyond all 


' yt. John’s Uiary. Afrjhamsian (1880), No. 8, p. IfiO. 

2 “ J’wo of the enemy’s guns now appeared not more than three or four 
linndrod yards distant on our right front, from which they enfiladed our lino 
at an angle of 45”.” (Ibid.) 

“ How they got there f cannot say, but it may bo safely eonjoctured that a 
fold in the ground, .similar to that in which tho OGlli were lying, enabled the 
commando!' to bring bis batlery with its infantry escort, which was entirely 
invisible, so close to our line without being perceived.” {The Timas 
Correspondent. ) 

“ With tlicse guns wore a regiment of regular inffintry and numbeiloss 
Ghazis.” (Ooloiicl Griffith’s Narrative.) 

^ Major Loach’s Nawative. 

“ Tho Afghans certainly fought their guns most gallantly, hut I do not 
think they could have stuck to thorn as they did without reliefs, and I am 
inoUnod to believe that they had a whole battery in the dip behind, from which 
fresh men came up to man tho two guns in action.” {Times Correspondent.) 
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praise — conld do little against thirty/ and the position hocanui 
desperate when Ml ado’s battery fell shoj’t of animnnition. Lieutenant 
Towle had to hurry with it to the rear to r('])leni,sh whilst Slade took 
over the command of iho Tlorse Artillery from i’iaekirood, ulio, 
badly wounded, had been obliged to leave the guns lie had fought so 
gallantlj'-. Having obtained a small sup])ly of atninunition, Towle 
attempted to return with three of the, guns to his former jiosition, but 
was stopped half-way by tho (uiomy, who, during his absence, had got 
into tho British rear." ■ 

By 2.?)0 p.m., the concentrated and enfilading fire, of the, enemy 
had told Rovcrclj' on l,ho whole Brigade. On Burrows’s MtalT, Captain 
Heath had been killed, and Captain Harris wounded ; thoro had 
been many casualties among the men and horses of the Artilleiy and 
Cavalry ; ’ many, too, among tho Grenadiers ; and, if tho 66th and 
Jacob’s Ri{le.s, partially jirotocted by the conformation of the groutrd, 
had suffered le.ss, tlio two companies of tho latter regiment that had 
been detached to moot the attack of tho Gliazis had lost their only 
British officer, Lieutenant 1). Cole, killed early in tho action, and, a.s 
their two .senior Native officers had been wounded, the command and, 
with it, tho responsibility for the de-fence of tho most important flank 
of tlic liim, had devolved upon a Jonmdar just when tho nion'.s con- 
fidence had })Cou Dhake.n Iry the withdraw-al of the howitzers which 

1 “ Thoir arlillciy was oxlreincly well solved. Their guns took ours in flanlc 
ns well as diroe.tly, nncl llu'ir i!i-e was eoneeivt rated. Wc were eninplcitely out- 
matehecl, and allhougli we eoiitinued to (iro .sleudily, our guns .seoiuod quite unablo 
to .silonoo iheirs. Their six Armstrong guns throrv lieaviei' shell than ours, 
and their smooth-bore guns had great range and acoiiracy and oaused great 
damage, especially among onr houses and limbers, Avhitih w'ero i-otally wiihout 
cover.” (Lioutenant Towlu’s Narrative.) 

- Hills’s Bombay Field Force, 1380, p. 20. 

“Nothing could have been steadier or finer than the eomhiot of all ranks 
of tho Cavalry during the very sevoro and trying cannonade, to which they woro 
exposed for about three bonus ; playing a passive part as eaoort.s to the guns 
and protecting the Hanks from tho onoiny’s cavalry, which literally swarmed 
round our left flank.” (Brigadier-General Nuttall’s Despatch.) 
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liad covered iFoir lollj and of a portion of Llie cavalry, ordered off to 
dispi'i'Hc some CHiazis wlio were pressing into the rear of the 6Gtli.‘ 
iSuch was the state of alTairs uhon Ayub Khan gave the preconcerted 
signal for a gf'iieral otlaek. Instantly, the Afghan artillery ceased 
(iriag, and out of the folds of the. ground in which they had been lying 
hid, I'o.sc swarjus of Ohazis,- who, carrying A\ith them the whole Afghan 
line, flung iJicinselvtss with lieree cricf; (rn the llorsc' Artillery Battery - 
w'hich, nnj)i'otected by the lire of the Jnfantiy, n as at once in iniunnent 
danger. Mlade had jii.st time to fire a round of caae-.shot, limber u|) 
and galloj) to the J'car with four of his guns ’ to occui>y another position 
150 yards further back, l)ut the two in front wei'c rushed by the enemy.' 
Tlu'ir coiuniander, Maclaine, escaped, but Lieutenant Osborne was 
killed, beljiing tlio men of his own division to limber uj).“ Slade, as he 
dashed olT, shouted to ijicnitenant Henn, comraaiidiiig the half-company 
of Sappers and Miners, that had been supporting him, that the 

1 Miijoi'-Oeuui'al tlills’.s Bomhay i'icld Force, pp. 22, 24. 

“ At Host our dlioolie-beiircra nuuiugeil to take away some of the wounclod 
men, but soon lots of those poor wretches themsclvcH were knocked over, and 
Iho wounded, dead, and ib'dng were, left lying in Iho ranks. . . . Our bheestles 
worked bravely, at first, bringing up water to oui’ lighting men and wounded, 
but, after a time, they also did not return from the shelter n£ the deep nullah in 
roar. ... it was tlieu that men, .Sepoy.s as well as Europeans, mad with tliirst 
fell out straggling to tlic rear for bhecstie,s.” (Mr. f. L. Griesbaoh’s Report.) 
s St. Jolin’s JJiaiy. A/iflnmutnn (1881)), No. 8, p. 150. 

3 “ I saw the guns going haek at a gallop, and tlie infantry in full retreat, 
with the Gha'/.ia after tliem.” (ILoeeodings of the Ge.neral Com’t-Martial on 
Major Om'i'io ; Captain Mayno’s oxamination.) 

•1 “ The two guns, Horso Artillery, in ailvanoe of tlio ooiitro, were captured 
by the Glnw.is, wlio rnslwrl through an angle uuswcjjt by the fire of our troops, 
and the others only got away in time.” (Hills’s Bombay Field Faroe, p. 24.) 

I! “ Many peojilo tliinlc that Maclaine’s gun.s were taken through his own 
fault in advancing so far to Iho front ; but, on the contrary, he had been recalled 
anti had rejoiimd the. resti of the battqry long before ; and if the battery iiad 
been ever so little in rear, insiend of slightly in advance, and in the centra of 
tlio lino of infantry, 1 bcliovo Iho lino would never have been brolion." (lixtraots 
from notes of his experiences with the Artillory at Maiwand, furnished for iho 
information of his Regiment by Captain N. P. Powell, Royal Artillery.) 
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figlit was over, and, looking back, he saw the little band ri&o up, fire 
three volleys into tlie Ghazis, and then begin steadily to retire on 
Alahmudabad, rininovcd by the confusion which now reigned over the 
whole battle-field ; ' for, just as Maclaine’s guns on the British right 
fell into the encniy’s bands, the two companies of Jacob’s Rilles on the 
extreme left were rolled up by the onrush of dense masses of men, and 
driven helpless and panic-stricken into the Grenadiers, fn a moment 
the latter regiment went to pieces. Its oHicer.s did their utmost to 
restore order, hut Colonel Anderson soon fell .severely wounded, and 
when the Adjutant, Lieutenant C. W. Tlinde, gave the order to fix 
bayonets and form rcgiracntal .square, the companies got jammed 
together in an arrow-shaj)ed mas.s, and the tightly ])ao)ced men could 
neither use their bayonets nor fire a shot in their own defence." An 
appalling scene followcfl as the Ghazis rushing into the surging crowd, 
where each man \vas struggling to free hijuself from his neighbour, 
dragged one after another into the open and hacked him to pieces 
with tlieir swords." 

Meanwhile, great bodies of Afghans, penetrating into the gap left 
by the withdrawal of the guns, had fallen on the main body of Jacob’s 
Bitles and hurled them, together with part of the Grenadiers, hack 
upon the fiGtli, the men of which regiment, dazed with heat and mad 
with thirst, were fighting desperately against crowds of Ghazis, who, 
led by standard-bearers, wore swarming uj) from the ravine, falling by 
scores under the fire of the breechloaders, but still pressing upward, 

1 TIills’s Bombay Field Force, p. 2G. 

“ Sir John Hilts at pai;e 24 of his narrative writes : — “ Had ho ( H inde) orrlorod 
company squares, a partial chock might have hcon olfootod.” 

Oolonel Lystcr by this formation saved the poBition at Ahmed Khol. — 
H. B. It. 

3 Tins regiment had lost from 1(X) to 150 men killed and wounded in tho 
fighting line before they gave way. Leach in his Report says tliat “ up to tho 
last the Grenadiers had certainly behaved well, and the Afghans Ihemsolvos 
admit that the Heratis on thoir right centre twice fell back,” mider their steady 
fire.— H. B. H. 
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imdaunied and unclicekod. RLruclc by the Rifles in rear, its centre 
forced I'orw'ard by the shock, the line, hitherto steady, broke, and in 
an instant Englishmen and Natives were mixed up together, a tangled 
mass, nhieh, ndthout formation or delinitc object, ])ressed blindly 
forward, still tiring on tlie Ghazis in front and the Afgluin horsemen 
behind ns it moved alongd 

At this juncture Burrows, ndin was busy trying to rally the Grena- 
diers, sent Leach to Xidtall to ask whether, by a cavalry charge, he could 
not win a Irreathing space in which the infantry might reform. Nuttafl , 
ably seconded b3' hLs officer.s, .strove hard to get ]ii.s men together, but 
demoralized by their own los.ses — fourteen per cent of tbeir number 
and a hundi'cd and fnrt_y-niuc houses out of four liundred and sixty* 
— by tho panic among the infantry and by lire sight of the nrultituclos 
sweeping toward, s them, only a portion of each regiment could he gob 
to face the enemy and follow their leadens, and those, instead of 
charging home, bore away to the j-ighb and, after di.spcr.sing the Ghazi.s 
who were attacking the Grenadiens, ' wheeled about and retired. 
Burrow,s coming up at this moment a.skod Nuttnll to make another 
charge, to which Nuttall replied that he had failed to get tho men 
to tho front and that they were heading for the guns, hut ho would 
rally thtnn there if possible,* Burrorvs, accompanied by St. John, 
now made a strenuous effort to turn the ClGth and Jacob’s Rifles to- 
wards the rest of tho Roi'cts, from wiiich they wore rapidlj’- diverging, 

1 “ 1’lu'ice T fell exhwi.stod nttor our line was broken, when we retreated in 
a lianic. My captain wa.s killed. 1 iiobblcd on between two so^roys at first. . . . 
The lii'st volley of the (iOtk stopped the CthiVAia, but our Natives broke, and then 
a panic ensued. 1 thought our retivat was cut oil.” (Letter from Lieutenant 
Lonorgan, 00th Foot, published in tho Times of the 10th September, 1880.) 

J “ It will bo ob.sei'vod that tho noGcssitic.s ot tho situation precluded lay 
forming any roseiwo of cavalry which could bo kept out of range of the artillery ; 
the wbolo available force amounting to 460 sabres.” (Nuttall’s despatch.) 

Major Hogg was of ophnion that this charge saved the Grenadiers ; but 
Nuttall speaks of it as having had little effeot.— H. B. J-I 

'* Proceedings of tho General Court-Martial on Major C. P, Currie. Cross- 
examination of Brigadier-General Nuttall. 
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but with only jJartial success. A portion o£ the Rifles and a few men 
of the Berkshire Regiment heard and obeyed the order to folloAV their 
General towards Malunudabad ; but the bulk of the G6th, with some 
Grenadiers and Rifles entangled in their ranks, continued to work 
round to their right, with every stej) widening the distance between 
them and the main body of the Brigade. Broken into small groups, 
the Regiment still retained .sufficient cohesion to keep the Ghazis at 
ha5^, and though on reaching the bank of the nullah, which it had 
crossed lower down some hours before, the men, hard pressed by their 
])ui'suers, literally flung themselves into the ravine ; ' yet those who 
succeeded in scrambling up the opposite bank, were again brought into 
some kind of order by their officers. But beyond the nullah lay tlxe 
watercourse which connects Khig with Maluuuclahad, and, on tiro 
further side of this obstacle, Colonel Galbraith, Captains W. H. McMatli, 
E. S. Garratt, E. J. Cullen, Second Lieutenant H. J. 0. Barr, and 
fifty-nine noii-oommissioned officers and men fell together, Galbraith, 
colours in hand, rallying his men to the last. The survivors, about 
a hundred in all, pushed their way through Khig into a walled garden 
at its southcrir e.xtremity, and here they fought on — Lieutenant M. 
E. Rayner, Second Lieutenant W. R. Olivey, Second Lieutenant A. 
Hollywood, and Sergeant-Major A. Cuppage, each, in turn, holding 
up the regimental colours — till out of that hundred only eight men and 
two officers. Lieutenants R. T. Chute and C. W. Hinde, were left alive. 
Charging out of the enclosure, these ten, standing back to back, kept 
the Ghazis at bay till the last man was shot down.® 

^ “ Tlio confusion was great from the commouoemunt (of the loireat), but 
when the retreating line roanlied the deep imilah, a oonaidemhlR obstacle at the 
best of times, it became a regular chaos. Into it they all tumbled poll-inel], and 
such was the rush that McMath’s Colour-Sergeant fell upon his own sword and 
was killed,” — lieutenant O’Donnell. CGth Regiment. See, The Q>Qth (Berkshire 
Regiment), 1878-1881, by J, Percy Groves, p, 109. 

a All that is Icnown of the CUlh’s last fight oomes from an Afghan Colonel of 
Artillery who was an eye-witness of it. (Soo Lieutenant-General Priniroae’s 
Despatch, dated Kandahar, October 1st, 1880. )~ir.. B. II. 
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b^oL' it, time tlio only .sLablo element in the chiCoated Brigade was the 
luindiiil oi iSappers and JMiners, which, in rething, never ceased to show 
a bold front to the enemy, even after it had lost more than half its 
mimlieis, including its gallant leader. Lieutenant Henn, arid hi,s two 
British Sergeants, killed together just outbide Mahmudabad ; ^ then 
tlio Cavalry j'allied and began falling back in good order, “ covering 
the roar of tho Gionadiers, ivho, forgetting licat, hunger, thirst, and 
fatigue, their only thought how to escape the hideous fate which had 
overtaken their comrade, s, were flying towards the ravine in front 
of Mahmudabad, on the further side of which Slade had again brought 
hia gun.s into aclioii. Behind the guns, crowds of camp-followers, eye- 
\vituesse,s of the dreadful Ghaai rush, were hurrying towards the desert 
— dhoolie-hearers, canying the sick and wounded, chopjung their litters; 
drivers casting oil' their camels' loads, climbing on their backs and 
making oil' rriih all the sliced tiiey could got out of their hungry beast, s, 
leaving tho ground .strewn with camp-erpiipage, boxes of ammunition 
and treasure, commi.ssariat, ordnance, and mess stores.* 

The fire of the guns checked tho advance of the Afghan horsemen 
and gavo ( ienoral Nuttall and Colonol Griffith tho opportunity to collect 
a part of tho Grenadiers ; but many mon were so demoralized as to 
be deaf to all orders, and Lieutenant J. Montoith, who had been sent 
to bring the, stragglers into some .sort of formation, could make nothing 
of l,hom and had to leave thorn to their fate.* By tho time he got back 

1 Bills’s Bornlxiy Field Force, p. 29. 

2 “ In fact tliey (tho Cavalry) romiiiiiod on the licld after the lino had dis- 
solved, and should receive some credit for their conduot in uncpieationably 
cheeking (ho pursuit at first.” (Ibid. p. 27.) 

2 Surgeon-Major A. B. Preston’s Narrative. 

Several eye-witac.ssos report having seen soldiers and followers burst open 
the tveoanro lioxes, and mess and commissariat stores, and help thomselvea 
freely to tire coin in the one, and the wino and rum in the other. That the 
soldiers who took tho former were not all tluevcs, is proved by tho fact that 
tlio th'onadiera brought in and Iianded over to the treasury Its. X, 5,000 in solid 
silver. The men who got at the wine and rum fell doivn drunk on the road 

27 
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tu tlic ravine, l,kc Afghan artillery laid found the range and were playing 
on the Britihh guns, and as a Large body of Afghan cavalry were working 
round to their I'ear, Nuttall gave Blade the ord(3r to retired 

Aleanwhilo General Ihurows witli Jacob’s Rilies and tire few men 
of the Gfitli that ho had induced to follow him, had made his way to 
Mahniudabad, but not rvithout heavy loss — seventy men at one spot, 
forty at another. Retreating acros.s the ravine, and through gardens 
on tlie outskirts of the village, he occupied a small enclosure behind 
the walls of rvliich ho and tlie hundred and (ifty officers and men left 
to him were comparatively .safe. >Soon, however, tire enemy began 
outflanking the position, and Burrows, seeing that his line of retreat 
was in danger, gave the order to leave the enclosure. 

The men scattered on issuing frotn the garden, and, with a wide 
plain before them, it seemed unlikely that they would ever come 
together again or catch up the gums which, hy that lime, were three 
miles south of Malunudabad.'* ■’ Luckily the far-olf glitter of lielmutN 
ceiuglit Leach’s eye, and, sending off a warning to Nuttall, he rode out 
alone to try to turn the fugitives into the right direction. Having 
succeeded in doing this, ho was returning to the guns bringing witli him 
a wounded soldier of the G6tli, whom he had picked ux), Avhon he came 
across Lieutenant E. V. P. Alonteith,' who, on hearing Diat thei’o were 
wounded behind, hurried off with his troop to their assistance and 
rescued several officers and men ; others being recovered by Geoghegan, 
who had been sent out by Nuttall on the .same errand. Burrows, who, 

and had to be left there to die. In judging these uaiiappy men, it must he 
remembered that, aa Slade expressed it, “ they were suffering the ngonioa of the 
damned from thirst.”— H. B. H. 

1 Nuttall’s Desxjatoh. s Burrows’s Lespatoli. 

•1 “ As the men came out of the enclosure, they wore at one point xu’essed 
rather clo.sely by some of the c.avalry, hut a few of the (56th luahod at the horsemen 
with bayonet and drove them off.”— iP/ie 6(jth (Berkshire ItegmeiU), 1878-1881, 
p. 111. 

4 There were blwee Lieutenants of this name at Maiwand: A. M. Alonteitli 
(wounded), E. V. P. Monteith, and J. Alonteith. 
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liavijig given np his horse to a wounded ofticer, Lieutenant H. Lynch, 
had as jioor a cluiiice of escajjc as any of his men, ^vas Ijrought on by 
one of MonLeiili’s Native oflieeiH, and readied the guns about hali'-past 
tliiee in the afternoon. 

A groat nu.sfortunc more tlian balanced tills unexpected piece of 
good luck. At) the point xvhevo tho range of hills running down from 
the Mahi'iind Pa.s.s coine.s abruptly to an end near the village of Pirzada, 
the camp-followers struck the broad, wdl-beatcn, direct caravan road 
to Kandahar, and into this, followed by the infantry, they turned, 
ignorant of the fad that the wells along it had dried u]). Burrows, 
St. John, and Leadi, bc( ter informed and Jiorrilled at the prospect of 
sulforing and death tluit lay before the fugitives, did all in their power 
to divert them into tlu' more circuitous road — the curve, of -which 
the caravan track is the chord — that runs at a .short distance from the 
liver Argandab ; but wdinn tho.se efforts proved vain, they liad to 
aoeept their false lead. It was essential, however, that as many liorses 
as jiossiblo shoLikt be watered, so the cavalry, accompanied by Burrows 
and yt. John,trottc'd off to Karez-i-Atta, a camping ground on the longer 
road, a movement udiidi did something to protect the line of retreat 
from the inhabitants of the villages on its right flank. The, pursuit, 
fortunately, had not been pressed, and though later there were reports 
of Afghan Cavalry being seen a.s far as iSingiri, distant ten miles from 
Kandahar, Wt. John stated positively that he saw none after the first 
five miles. ^ 

Whilst the sun wa.s high above the horizon, men longed for night 
to hide thorn from the enemy ; but when night came it brought with 
it no respite from misery, as, surrounded on every side by imaginary 
foes, huddled together in shapeless ma.sses, yet deriving no sense of 
security from each other’s nearness, the hulk of the defeated Brigade 
and its hapless dependents struggled on, one portion keeping to the 


1 at. John’s Diary. Afghanislan (1880), No. 3, p. 151. 
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clircci/ l/raolc aero, 4, s Uio desert, another hearing away to the riglit 
towards a l)cli of cultivated land. Behind thi,s “ mass of moaning, 
agonised humanity,” ‘ escorted by Monteith’a troo[) of Sind Horso, 
erawle.d the, g\ins, their limfmr.s and wagons cj'owdcd witli -wounded 
oflicoi's and men ; and behind the guns, unseen in tiio darknes.s, sti-otchod 
a long irregular lino of belated stragglers, straining forward to ove'.rtake 
their conirados. I'lus sufferings of the Irorscs and baggage animals, 
many of tlicin wounded or lame, were, no less dreadful. 

A hitter di.sappointmcnt was in store for the fngitive.s wlio, led hy 
Leach, had made for the gardens and (U’chards in front of the Argandab, 
for on arriving at Tdair/.-i-Madat, they found the canal Avliich fertilizes 
tlie di.strict, brokezi .'ind ejn)jty. Foi'tunately, Major Loacli knew the 
place, “ and ho and fSlado .sncccedcd in discovering a tank at a little 
distance from the I'oacl. The w'ord was passed tiliat water was at hantl, 
and at once men and animals were figh<,ing \\’ith eacJi oihei’ tt) ho the 
first to reach it. It was impossible to exorcise control over tlio frenzied 
crowd, and, from moment to moment, the crush and struggle grov' 
fiercer and fiercer. Numbers never reached the tank, and of t,h()Be 
Avlio did, many were pushed aside on its very bank, hy men stronger 
than they ; and v'hon the guns came up, the cries of the wounded, 
shrieking for the water \vliich they were jiowcrless to obtain for thoni- 
solvos, gave to tho av'ful scene the final touch of hopeless dc'-spair. 

Soon after midnight the Cavalry rode in, mm azid hoz'ses sojuewhat 
refreshed by a two hours’ rest at Karez-i-ALta. It had been Burrows’s 
intention to make a second and longer halt at Hauz-i-Madat, hut a report 
that tlie enemy were firing into his rear made him decide to push on. 
The mounted troops had behaved with admirable stcadine.ss since 
Nuttall had rallied them at Mahmudahad, hut for four-anddwenty 

t Major Aslw, j). 95. 

2 Jn May, Loiieli had been sent to Muiwaiid -wdlJi a slrpng escort io complete 
the survey of the Ktishk-i-Nakliud aud tlio Kakroz valleys, and to ascortaiii the 
caimhilities of tho Maiwand District to suiiport a brigade,— If. B. If, 
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limiTiS Llioy lind hoon snhjectofl to an ononnoiis strain, and it was nn- 
sal'i' to prolona; it. Hf'.sido.s, much of tlu' rnfmi.ti'y and ninny oainp- 
{'ollow'i'fH had already Htreonu-d away towaida Kandahar, and the 
CarV/ilry '.icrt' needed (ti ])]oti'ct them ; yet how could li(' abandon the 
lielple.sw ero\\d .still gatiliered round the tank, anti the still more helplc.^s 
wen kiln, e.s, who had not yet .suceiM'ded in reaeliiii" it ? 

d'he answer to this enitd (|ue,stion was ttivt'n by Major Leaeh, who, 
ivith a few men of the cavalry, volunteered to rtmiain behind to collect 
and hrin^ in the laggard.^. Leaving Lienteuiint (leogbegan’.s troop 
of borst! to .sup]iort thi.s gallant hand, Burrows resumed l>is retreat, 
Kuitiill leading witli tiro cavalry wliilst he, bimself remained in rear 
w'ith the artillery, -whoso difficulties grew from hour to hour. Fhvst, 
tlie .store limher wagon and spare gun carriage were aliandoned, th.nt 
the bnlloeks drawing tliom might ho yokt'd to the guns ; then, one after 
another of the smooth-horo battery shared the .same fate ; hnb the 
Artillery guu.s and tlio limbers with their Iminan freight were taken on, 
tlmugli, evem with the, Imllooks to help them, tlie, exhausted horsiss 
could hardly l)e. brought to pull. So slow -was their ]n'ogr('ri,s that Leach 
and hi.s party, with thu fugitives they had got togethci’, were able to 
overtake, tluuu ; but in the darkness many men had been overlooked, 
and among Ihe missing wa.s Lieutenant Maclaine, who had gone in 
.seared) of -evato)’ and was never soon again,' It transpired afterwards 
that he. had boon sot upon by Afghans, made prisoner, and caiiicd into 
Ayub Khan’s camp. Both Sandeman and St, John were authoi'ized 
to offer money for his protection or release ; ® and the latter informed 
the Government, on the 25th of August, that continued effort.s had been 
made to obtain his liberation, but without success." 

1 General Burrows. Anotlicr aocount says ho -was captured at yingiri -yvlipn 
in .search of water for tlio -wounrlod. — H. B. H. 

2 Afghaniatan (1880), Ko, 3, p. 62. 

Ibid. p. 72 ; and, on the 27th of August, ho reported to Sir Bredeiiek Ruborfo 
1 liat he was still making offiorls, but -^vas not very hopeful of snecess, (Ibid, 
pp. 75. 70.) 
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ISiiiTowK liacl given urdci’s tJiat Llio ojivaliy wlioukl rciiuiiji near tlio 
giina, but tlifi men, notwi llislanding JSlii(,l,all’,s olToits to clicek liioin, 
piislieil on witUonI, lialting to AKiinkan. Tlic commanding ofliia'iw of 
liotli Mi(‘ rcgitiK'nis of wdiicli it, waf. compoHcil, woi'c iiftciarauls tried 
by conit-mai'tial and tuapiilb'd, (Im (ioiirt ap])arently iiolding tliat tiie 
limit up to vvliicli discipline coidd l)e upheld had been passed, and 
that no one could fairly be blamed for the men’s disobedienc('d 

At Ashukan, which Clojieral Bru-row.s reached at daybi'eak, the 
two howitzers were abandoned, and .somii of the cavalry were dis- 
mounted and their horses harnessed to llie limbei’s that wore crowded 
with wounded. On resuming tlu' ret, real the, iubabitauts fired on the. 
jctiring force, killing Lieutenant C. 0. Whitby, 

iSad as wa.s the sjreetaele when morning broke, it had one good feature 
--the, long line of fugitive.s was lews thin than might have heon expected; 
hut as the sun i'o.su higher and higher, and .snllering from lu'at was added 
to tlie pangs of hungej' and the agony of thirst, many who had toiled 
on through the dai’knes.s, gav(' up hojiis and dropped down on the 
})arc'hecl ground to die forsaken; for men whose nerves wsue so shattered 
that they magnified shots fired from a village into the roar of cannon, 
and .saw an Afghan horseman in evmy hush, had no l.iiought to spare 
for another’s need. 

At Singiri, which wa.s reached at 7 a.m., a eaual I’iin (“lose to the road, 
and here; many num tasted the firai, water lhat had i)a,ssed their lips for 
nearly (wenty-fonr houxB. Refreshed hy that druuglrt, fifty or .sixty 
men of the infantry were rallied, and wdien, tw’O Jiour.s later, the head 

1 The Pj’e.shlent said: — “Colonel John Porler MalonlmRon, the Cioiu't find 
you Not Guilty of all the charges, and they also desire to aeij^uit you honoimibly, 
and will state this separately.” 

The Court found — “that Major Albert Purcell Currie of the ilrd Bombay 
Cavalry is Not Guilty of the charges preferred .againHl him, and that ho is hereby 
released.” (Proceedings of the General Courts-Martial held at Bombay in 
March and April, 18S1.) 

Neither of these officers should have heon tried, — H. B. H. 
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of tlie straggling column arrived on the right hank of the Arganclah, 
this little band crossed the stream and took up a position on an em- 
bankment facing Kokcran, which appeared to he occupied by Afghans, 
d’his last anxiety was di.s]ielled wlien, half an hour laler, a detaelunent 
of the Poona Horse, comniandod by Caiitain J. W. Anderson, rode in 
w'ith the new.s tliat the village was held not by encinie.s, but by friend.s 
from Kandahar, who, warned of the chsastor which had befallen 
Burrows’s Brigade, had come out to render a.ssi.stancc to what remained 
of it. 

For .several nights, great beacon fires on all the hills liad warned 
the troops in the cantonment that .some unusual movement was on 
foot. On the morning of the 27th, a gathering of armed men was .seen 
near Old Kandahar ; but when a company of the 7th Busiliers and 
one of tho 4th Bombay Infantry were sent out to scout tlie country 
west and south-west of the city, no signs of an enemy could be dia- 
oovered. 4’hat evening, wliilst General Primro.se and his Staff wore 
dining in the garden oC the Head-Quarter.a house, a mossenger from 
the Wall arrived with the nows that Burrows had marched to intercept 
Ayub IClian, who was said to be in great .strength. Slrortly after, the 
party wa.s attracted to the roof of the house by .sounds of musketry 
jwoceeding from the neighbouring villages, and it was late when at last 
it sf‘paratcd. About 2 a.m. next day the Assistant Quarfcormaster- 
Goneral, Major Adam, was called up to interview a Jemadar of the 3rd 
Bind Horse, who, accompanied by twenty-five men. had just arrived 
with the nows of Burrows’s defeat. That defeat, according to the 
account which ho now gave to Adam, had been of the most over- 
whelming character- — Burrows and Nuttall killed, and the whole 
force cut up. Questioned as to how he and his detachment had es- 
called, he explained that they had been in roar on baggage-guard duty 
when a badly wounded Major of Artillery, ‘ seeing the Ghazis’ rush and 

1 Tills Major of Artillery must have been Blackwood, who never returned 
to his Battery ; for, had he done so, Slade would have brought him out of aotion 
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ilie l)reak-up oC the Tifilish lino, had laddon (Iioin rido hard to Kandaliar 
and warn I’rinn'oao of iho disaHUu', and had given liim a paii' ol biiio- 
cnlara fo ])rodnf‘e an a proof of (lie genninenc'ss of liiw sfory. 

There could he no doubt, as t.o flu' fact, of d('reat,, hut, there was 
room to hope!, hat it had beenh'sa complete t.hantlie Jimindar beli('ved, 
and the arrival of the AVali, with a.small escort, a, eouph' of hours later, 
showed that, not all who had marched to Maiwand had perished in 
tho engagement ; so Primro.se, to nhoiu Adam eariied the, liad news, 
after consulting with llrigadier-tjleneral lirooke, decided that thi' latter 
should tirooi'cd at daybi eak, with two guns, forty .sahros, and a hundred 
and seventy rifU'S, to be at hand at Kokcran to assist the fugitives 
who might reach the Argandab ; whilst he himself telegraphed tho 
nows of tho disaster to Simla, evaoualod cantonments, and, at the 
cost of ab.'vndoning his conunniiioations with India, di'ew in the garrison 
of Mundi Hissai' and ordered tho troops holding Abdul Rahnum, 
.Mel Karez, Dabrai, and Gatai to fall back upon f'hauiau. 

The narrow, tortuous street, s of Abassabad, a village close to 
cantonments, vAmre full of anued unm wJien Brooke’s little force ‘ 
started out at ri.SO a.nr. ; but they fell back before his slcirmislu'rs, 
and he gob liis guns safely through. In the open coirntry he- en- 
countered little resistance, but the Afghans lumg about and he had to 
keejj clearing Ida flanks. As the troops advanced signs of the mi.sfortune 

on a limber. After getting his wound dressed lie joined Hits ()f'ii,li Ihsrkhliii'B 
Eegiraont, and aSHifitod llio men in sighiing thoir rifles, lie must have again 
been severely wounded and carried to Uio rear, bcentiso hi.s body wa.s found 
close to the ravine.— H. B. 11. 


1 Staw. 

Captain B. W. Lookie . 

Oa,ptain S'. C. Koyscr . 

Surgeon J. McNamara . 

Two Guns C-2 Royal Artillery , 

40 Sabres Poona Horae 
3 officers and 70 men 7fch Royal Riisilicra 
XOCI men 28tli Bombay Infantry . 


Brigade-Major. 

Orderly Oilicor. 
MediealOlTioor in oliargo. 
Captain W. Lane. 

Captain J. W. Anderson. 
Jjiontmiant B. P. Jl. Rodiek, 
Major •B’. 0. Singleton. 
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wliioli h.arl ovci'tiikcn RiirrowK’s Ei'ignrle grow more and nioro frequont : 
d('iid 11)011, liiitclicred by I, ho villiinors within a fow iiiili:"^ of safet-y ; 
living uK'n, (li'iiggiiig iliciiiHclvos along, dazed, foofsorn, dying of 
thirst wilh a look of liowildoivd agony un ilioir swollen fares and 
bloodshot eyes.” ' 

As till' relieving foreo a|)|)roaehod Koheran, that village and a 
fni'lilied post iK'ar it were hniTii'dIy abandoned by a large body of 
armed men, who had already lired on many small bodies of fugitives 
as they came ii)) from the river, and were lying in wait to overwhelm 
the. main body. Tlu'ir di.sjicr.sal made it possible to 2iut the .siek men 
of the Jirigade into dhoolics, wait for the loiterers to close uji, and 
get the column into something like order, Anderson watching the 
ford till tlic la.st man in sight had crossed the I'iver, and then rc'turning 
to Kokeran, where Burrows and Broidce had already met — a pathetic 
meeting, for the defeated General, worn out witli anxiety, suffering, 
and fatigue, and voicelo.ss with the strain of trying to keep las troops 
together, wa.s, for the moment, a broken man.“ Brooke’s heart iva.s 
wrung wilh pity at sight of his friend’s elistross, and of the shrunken 
iinnibers and miserable iiliglit of Iho 'Ij’orce which, well equipped and 
full of life, laid maielied from Kandahar twenty-four days before. 

Hut no time eould be given to condolence or regrets ; the one 
thing m'edfnl wa.s to lix'ing these crn.shed and spiritless troojis and 
tlieir misorahlo eompanion.s into safety, so the homeward march was 
lieguu the moinemt Anderson rode in. The progress was .slow, for 
Burrows’s men could scarcely orawl, and tlioi-o wa.s no question now 
of lea.ving the weak behind ; all, in one way or another, mu.st bo brought 
on ; also, Abassahad and its walled enclosures were found to lie 

1 Letter from an olTiocr of Brooke's IToroa piihlishefl in the Tim,^ of the 
17 th Soptomber, 1880 . 

2 “ Poor Graoral Rurrows broke (ln>vii nllorly when he met Brooke, and so 
did the ofchpi'R when T ajioko to them. The poor General was utterly oruaheti 
and broken, Ida sword tied up in a knot and his voice gone.” (fliid.] 
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iigaiii .strongly ofoiipicil, and Llio place liad to be shcllc'd and its .streets 
clcfired by Bi'ookc’.s inEanlry bel'urc Burrows ’.s .shattered force could 
1)0 jjiiHsed througli — this work being facilitated by a company of the 
7tli Kusilif'i'.s, under t'aplain lH. W. Adderley, wlioin Priinrnse had 
n]'(ler('d to keep tb(‘ oritskiits of the village' free fi'om (lie enemy and 
to search for straggh'rs. 

At half-])ast two in the afternoon of tlie 28th of .Inly, the remnants 
of General Buri'ow.s'.s Brigade entered the citadel of Kandidiar. Out of 
the two thousand si'ven hundred and tliirl.y-four olUcers and nu-n who 
had gone into action the, ])i'eviou.s flay, cloven hundred and thiri.y-nino 
failed to answer A\'hen the- roll was called ; and of tlie,se, more than 
half, and nearly all the seven hundred and ('ighty-six mi.ssing camj)- 
followers, had perished in the retretil. Two hundrt'd and one horses 
had atso been killed, and sixty-c'igkl wounded. The lo.ss in ti'ans])oi't 
was heavier still — two thon.sand four hundred and twimty-four aniraaks 
out of the. throe, thousand tliat had accompanied the Bi'igade ; and 
the desti'uction of tlio tran.sport liad entailed the, lo.ss of all that de- 
pended n])on it— (iOjOOO rupees of treasure, commissariat and ordnance 
.stores, including a thousand rillcs, more than a quari.er of a million 
of small-arms aTumunition, and four hundred and forby-eigliL ninc- 
jjoiimler shell and case, besides accontremonts, swords, hayonct.s, 
tent-equipage, and rc'giincntal and ]U’ivato ])ropcrty.' 

Only one, of the guns I’ee.overed fi'om Slier All’s mutinous troo])a 
had be(*n saved, — but the flor.so Artillery Battery returned with four 
of its guns, and no men over better desoi'ved tho prai.se which tlieir 
General be.stowed upon them than did tho gunners, who fought them 
whilst fighting was possible, and then brought thorn back safely to 
Kandahar. “ Their behaviour was admirable,” so wrote Burrows in 
the 'Despatch which tokl the tale of his defeat ; “ exposed to a heavy 

1 “ It is a great disaster— colours, band instrumniita, and .all our baggage 
and animunitiou falling into Ibo liand.s of tho enemy.” (Lieutenant Lonorgan 
to the TimeH, 10th Heptomber, 1880.) 
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llro they served tlKir «nns coolly and .atoadily as on ])arade, and 
\\lien I lie guns weie nished they fought the flhazis with hand-spikes 
and sponge-i'ods ; ” whilst Iheir commnndcr, Hlatle, to (pioto froiii 
( he same IJespateli, “ was not only cons|ncuoiis tor his gallantly during 
tlie day, but, tliroughout tlie long and hying retiasit of forty miles,’- 
noiked with nnllagging energy, eneoiuaging liis men and tending 
the wounded who crowded Ins gnns.” It fell (o others to pub 
on record what the General himself had been to his trooiis during 
that terrible day and night. “Ho boliaved splendidly, and 
per.soiially saved the lives of three of his officor.s,” wrote an officer 
of General Brooke's force in Ihe Times of the 17th of yeptemher ; 
and that journal’.s Gwsi ( 'orrespondent, in hcaiing witness to one 
of thc.se acts of ch'votioii, declared that “ he had heard it remarked 
more than once that if liurrow.s had had the good hick to he a suhaltcrn 
in, stead of a General, ho would have wt‘11 deservorl the ’\^ictorifi t’ross.” 
There may luive been many othor.s of whom the .same might have 
been said ® — great emi'rgcneie.s are the jiarents of great deed.s — but, 
in the puhJished and unpuhltshed accounts of the liattlo and retreat 
two names stand out pre-eminently — those of Major]']. P. Leach, V.G., 
and the Roman Catholic Cihaplain, Father T. Jackson. No man in the 
Jforcc kneuv the distdcL, in which tlio batl.lc of Maiwa,nd was fought 
and through wdiich the rei.reat to Kandahar was conducted, as well 
as Leach, and no man could have turni'd that knowledge to bettor 
aoconnt. From tlie moment when he succeeded iSlado as Burrow, s’s 
Oi'dm’ly Offleer, he u'as that General’.s right hand ; and wdien the 
course of events separated the trvo, on hi.s own initiative, lie carried 
help and guidance wherever heljj and guidance were most needed, 
and vied with Slade in .succouring the wounded and encouraging the 
down-hearted. As for Jack.son, when the dhoolio-hcarors fled and 

1 lie should have fluid forty-nine milofi.— -H. B. H. 

2 “ Quarry, (ieoghegan, (the) Monteilhs, Fowle, and Grioshaoli should all 
have had aomo mention, I think.” (Major Leach.) 
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llio blifpsties ]('[nsed to do llioii ofTieo, it w.i'^ Iip wlio oaiiiod waloi 
to till' wounded, (onstiled the dyiuo uiidci tin lii.iviest Ini', and, 
llinui)li siid\ing udli fatigue, ne\ii tni a moment desnted liis post 
d’lie lollfnvniL'; kIuiu ■■hmvs tin' numhei of nlliei m, iion-eoin- 
mismoiu'd otliri'm and men wlio wme kitlid, woimdial, and missing m 
tlie lull lie of Maiwaml. 
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= Poasilily sonic of tlieso men ivcic Kandaliai'is and esc apod to their homos — 


B. It. 
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Iloibes 


Gi'and Tnial of Gasualtioh . 


Killiil iiiul WiiiDiilctl. 

^01 (iS 

'Uflicera, men, and folkmora, 
IDiirj. 

Horses, 2G9. 

, TmiiapoiL animals, 2,J-24. 


NosnNAL Roll of British Officers Ktrxm). 

Ciiptain P. C. Heath, Bi'igade-.M.ijor. 

Afajor C}. F. Blaukwood, Commanding E-B Royal Horse Artillery. 
Jjicutenant: Jil. G. Osborne,, Royal Horse Artillery. 

,, T. R. llcnii, Royal Engineers. 

,, W. C'. Owen, .3rd Bombay Cayalry. 
Lloutenant-Colonol .1. Galbraith, Commanding COth Eoot. 

Captain E. S. Oarratt, (Kith Eoot. 

,, IF. H. McMiith, oath Eoot. 

„ E. J. Cullen, (Kith Foot. 

„ W. Roberts, OQth Foot. 

JjioulenanI Al. hi. Rayner, (Kith Eoot. 

,, R. T. Cluitu, (Kith Foot. 

2ud Lieutenant A. Ilnnywood, (Kith Foot. 

,, W. R. Olivey, 00th Foot. 

,, H. J. 0. Barr, OGlh Foot. 

Licuiterumt C. W. TIinde, 1st Bombay Grenadiers. 

,, 0. G. Whitby, 1st Bombay Grenadiers. 

Captain II. F. Smith, Jacob’s Rifles (3()th Bombajf Infantry). 
Lieutenant W. H. Justice, Jacob’s Rilles (llOth Bombay Infantry). 
„ D. Cole, Jacob’s Billos (30th Bombay Infantry). 

Nosiinal Roll of Bbitisu Officers Wounded and AIi.sbing. 
Ca])tain 1’. Harris, Deputy Assistant Quarteimister-Clciieral. 
hieutonani K. iMaelaine, Royal Horse Arfillery.i 
,. N. P. Fowcll, Royal Horse Artillery. 

,, A. iM. Monteith, 3rd Sind Horse. 

,, H. Lynch, GOtii Fool. 

Surgeon-Major A. F. Preston, 06th Foot. 

Lieutenant-Colonel II. S. Anderson, Commanding 1st Grenadiers. 
Captain J. Grant, 1st Grenadier.s. 

Major J. S. TrodoH, Jacob’s Billes (30th Bombay Infantry). 
Besides eleven Native Officers killed, and nine wounded. 

1 Taken prisoner and afterwards murdered. 



430 


J HK SI'XONi) i\lX.'Hy\N WAR 


OliSnilVATJONS 

( )usn;RVATLOj>j 1. Wliwi Hiiri'owh learned on t,he lino (jf niarcli 
that Ayub'.s advaueecl gunnl wan at Maiwaiul and his nuuu laxly 
on tlio way thither from iSaiigl)iii', he liad only two courses open to 
Idiii — to retr(‘at, or to light, for llte lindtoel time at lii.s disposal and 
his inferiority in eannon,' forliatle enti'enohing. Itetieat \vo(dd have 
been diflicidt, but not impossible, if niulcrldlccn l/ie viaiiLriil the truth 
as to Ajjitb Khan’s inovenii'iUs Ijccanw known to the British romnmnder. 
Wt. John gave him the, news soon after i) a.m. ; it v\as ll.lih when 
the Afghan army got clear of the hills ; by a careful di.s))o,sitlim of 
his advanced guard which titan woidil have become iii.s ivar-gunrd, 
Burrows could have Idddeu his change of direction for sonro time 
longer ; with a staid of two to three hours the Brigade should have 
been out of roach of the Afghan infantry before Ayub IChau could 
detenuinc upon his course of action ; and though he might have 
sent his cavalry in jmnsuifc, and a poition of the Britisli baggage 
might have had to he abandoned, tlicir attaclvs, uusupjiorted by 
infantry, would not have had such fatal results as Avlieii delivered 
after the long bomharclimmt, wliieh thinned the ranks of the regiments 
and shook the nerves of tlic men, whilst lying idle in the indefensible 
jiosition into whicli Burrow.s had allowed them to drift, fn weighing 
the chances of a suoces.sfuI I’Otroat, it mu.st not be foj'gotten that 
the Afghans had marched tliirty miles within the foregoing twenty- 
four hours, and wore, tliereforo, no more fresh than the men they 
would have followed up ; and also that as at this time Ayub Khan’s 
objective .seems to have, boon Ghazni, he would probably have been 
glad to avoir! weakening liis force by ligliting a general action. 

1 Apropos of taking up a position wlicu thruatouod by n strotig MalmiUa 
force, the, Duke of Wellington, then Major-General Hon. A. WeilOHloy, wrote to 
his gifted subordinate, Colonel Stevenson : — “ your inferiority in cannon would 
tell against yon more than it would in the case ol your attacking the ononiy.'' 
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To ligliL 'wiiliouL ooiuiniinifations, aL a distance of ni'ai'ly lifty 
miles from a base, witlioiit supjXH'ts or rc,scr\c,s, with a desert in 
real', was a risk which any commaiidor niiglit well siu'ink Iroiu talcing ; 
but since this was what Burrows cdeoted to do — lie cannot liav^e 
cxjieoted to get away witlioiit fighting — tlie ({uostiun arises nliether 
tliere wore no tactics by which the battle of IMiuwsind might haves 
ended in a British victory instead of a British defeat ; and there is 
a letter of the Ifuke of Wellington’s, tlien Major-Cleneral the Hon. A. 
Welle, sley, dated 12th Octolrer, JSOB, whieh indicates sucli a w'ay. 
4’lic letter ri’a.s written to Colonel iSlevenson, when the Brigade under 
that olKcer was nianj^ marclies distant from the main British force 
and threatened by a iMahratta army superior to it in nuniber.s and 
artillery. Wclkdey ht it be, scan, that he condderej Stcveimonk wimr 
course woidcl be to retire towards him; but, assuming that he might 
determine “ to have a brush w'ith the enemy,” he first warned liiin 
against attacking them in their position, or remaining iu lii.s^.uwn, 
and then wont on as follow.s : — “ Wlicn you shall hear that they 
are on the march to attack you, secure your baggage and move out 
of your camp. You will lind tbem in the common di.sordor of march ; 
they w'ill not have the time to form, which, being but half-disciplined 
trnop.s, is nece.ssary for tluin. At all events, you will have the 
advantage of making the attack on ground which they w'ill not have 
chosen for the battle ; a jiart of their trooiis only wdll bo engaged ; 
and it is i)o.s,sibl 0 that you will gain an easy victory.” 

Suppo.sing Burrows to have been accjuaiiitcd with this letter and 
to have determined to act upon the advice contained in it, what 
should ho have done ? Ho had no camp to move out of, but ho 
could have secured hi.s baggage against any attacks that were likely 
to be made upon it whilst the engagement lasted, at Mushak which was 
six miles from IVIaivvand. Meanwhile he should have reinforced hi,s 
advanced guard with half a battalion of infantry, replaced the Horse 
Artillery with half the guns of the smooth-bore battery, and ordered 
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Nuttall, Avitliout coiiunittiiiff liinihelf to an actif)n, to iiiiiko a good 
bliow of kis forc'o towards Maiwand witk a viow to dcrriving tJiu 
Crliazis. ''I'hc .safety of liLs l)aggago and ligkt ilaiik tliu.s jiruvided 
foj', he should have pushed boldly across the plain to his hd't with 
the whole at the llorsn Artillery, the half- battery of Kmootli-borcs, and 
all that remained to him of cavalry and infantry, and have strack 
Ajmb Khan’s army “ in tlin common disorder of inatoli ” as it came 
out from hehind the screen of hilLs tm the iSangbur road. It would 
have been a dangerous movement, but less hopeless than standing 
for hour.s doing nothing, whilst the Afghan Commander deveh^ped 
his plans and chose his own lime for cmslring the British Brigade; 
and if tho attack had been deliver'd witli vigour and determination, 
the lialf-disci[)luied Afghan ti'orjjrs, unahh' to form, might liavo Hull’oi'cd 
tho defeat whieli Wellington predicted for the Mahrattas.‘ 

Taking into account all the dilficultics with which Burj'ows rras 
confronted, it would be idle to maintain that ho oonkl have reti'oatod 
without eon.siclcrahle loss, or have attacked with the certainty of 
success ; hut cither course w'as })rcfc‘rahle to marching forward without 
any plan at all, till pulled U]) at a point where retreat and .succc.ssful 
attack w'cre alike impossible. 

Ob.servatjon 11 . The British dispositions at Maiwand were 
altogether unsouiirl, for the troops at right angles to Blackwood’s 
Battery could do nothing to repulse an attack upcjn the guns, and 
they tlicmselves, aligned parallel to tho ravine, lay open to an en- 
filading fire ; but, by the time Burrows arrived on the held of battle, 
he had practically no choice hut to accept the position impo.sed upon 
his force by the nature of the ground, and the dispositions of the 
enemy. 

OESJSiiVA'i'Xox III. Burrows was responsible for the tactics, or 

1 Bco Map 
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lack of taoticH, wliich resulted in the defeat at Maiwand ; bub responsi- 
bility J'or the strategy wliich led up to that defeat, rests with his 
olheial superiors. PIo cannot even he blamed for lingeiing at Kushk- 
i-Nakhud, .since the mistake was aequie.sced in by Priniro.se and the 
Commander -in-G'hief, botli of whom liad ample time between the 
17th and the 26t]i ol duly, in which to order him to return to Kandahar 
01 ’ move on to Maiwand. 

Responsibility foi- the expedition to the Helmand as a whole, 
lies entirely at the door of tlie Government of India, which insisted 
on despatching it ngain.sb the protests of its Commander-in-Chief ; 
but Wir P. Haines must share with tlie Government the responsibility 
for the pressure put upon the General in the field to attempt the 
dangerous ta.sk of intercepting Ayul) Khan’s army ; fo)’ if ho dis- 
approved of the telegrams of the 21st and 22nd of July, lie ought to 
have refused to forivard them, and have resigned rather than let 
them go to Primrose with the .sanction of his name — a .sanction wliich, 
with a man distrustful of his own judgment, was certain to outweigh 
any misgivings a.s to the wisdom of the cour.se jircssed upon liim 
by the Government. Nine officers out of ten in General Primrose’s 
place would have done what ho did — pa.ssod on fhe telegram.s to 
Burrows ; but if, as seems to have been the ca.se, he forwarded the 
second message without the qualifying words “ if you are strong 
enough to do so,” thu.s turning the expre.s.sion of the Government’s 
desire into a comiuaud, ho accepted, as far as hi.s subordinate was 
concerned, full re.sponsibility for all that might result from obedience 
to it. 

OnsBitVATiON IV. Hmv far a General should go in obeying in- 
structions of which he disapproves, is a question which can only be 
answered by a careful consideration of the oirrjjunstances in each 
particular ease. An illustration of the circumstances under which 
obedience to an order should be refused, is to be found in the Duke of 

28 
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Wolliiigtjon’H parly carcpr, when he declined lu ])j'occcd at once against 
the l^’rcuch in the H,ed Sea, on the ground that tlic force assigned to 
him was not jjrojjerly equipped. “ You pro[)ose/' so he wrote to tlic 
Governor of Ceylon, on the 18th February, 1801, “that 1 should proceed 
without the articles which I have rcquc.stcd tlic Governor of bonibay 
to pi'cpare, and you have no doubt that he, or the Governor of lArt 
St. George, will send them after me. Articles of ])rovision arc not to 
be trilled Avitii, or left to chance ; and there is nothing inoio clear 
than that the sub.sistence of the troops must be certain upon the 
proposed .service, or the service innst be relinquished.” 



CHAPTER XXXIV 


Siege of Kandahar 

aOIiTlE OF THE lOlTt OP AUGUST, 1880 

The evacuation o£ tlio cantonment outside of KandaJiar, begun at 
dawn on the 2Sth of July, proved a work of unnecessary difficulty. 
In the excitement and alarm which followed on the first exaggerated 
account.? of the Maiwand disaster. General Primrose virtually dele- 
gated his powor.s to Brooke who, before starting out to the assistance 
of Burrow.s, had issued orders to shut and barricade all the gates 
of the city except tlic Eedgah Gate, on its Northcj’U front, with the 
result that when the long linc.s of laden animals, carts, and dhoolies, 
carefully organized by Major Adam, Assistant Quartermaster-General, 
and by Deputy iSurgcon-Gencral J. O’Nial, arrived at the gates, 
through which they had been directed to enter the town, all but 
one came to a sudden standstill. On discovering the cause of this 
unexpected check to a well-planned movement, Adam hurried to the 
citadel, whore Primrose was busy xmeparing for the reception of 
the troops that wei'c to reinforce its garrison, and implortsd him to 
have the gates reopened. He pleaded in vain — ■Primrose could not 
bo induced to reverse Brooke’s orders, and the disapjiointcd Staff- 
officer had to 'go back to cope, as best he uould, with the confusion, 
which one General had created and the other declined to lighten, 
Already sevei’al trains of baggage animals, turned away from other 
entrances to the city, were converging on the Eedgah Gate, and 
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Uic ci'u.sli bceanio icnific when, abo\ii, 9 a. in., the Huth'i'.s and shop- 
kccpei’s wlu) had had .shops and .stalls in the eaiitojiinent ba/.aar 
came i.'ushing along, followed by their goods on eamels, v\'hioh, witli 
the connivance of the tran.sjjort dj'ivers, they liad ol)tained from 
the Coimnissariat (tattle Liires. A little later, tlie mass of men and 
beasts, struggling to force its way through a .single' rnu'j'ow jia.ssage, 
wa.s swelled by tlie arrival of mounted fugitives fi'oin Mai\urnd, and 
a little latci' still by the advent of a wing of the 2(Sth lloiubay Infantry, 
jnarching uj) fi'oin (hietta with its baggage, stores, and amniunition. 
To make th(' sitatation worse, bodies of armed men, who since eai'ly 
inornii^g had boon pouring through the Baba Wali and Murcha passe.s, 
began firing olf their jezails ‘ at long ranges. A few well-ahticcl 
shells, thrown into their nihlst by C-2 hk'ld Battery, eominniided 
by Major 1*. li. Clreig, kept tlioiu from rushing the cantonment ; 
but their firo so torriflcd the Kandahari drivers that many bolted, 
leaving their strings of camels without an attendant, and a few, 
taking advantage of the general confu.sion, oven .succeeded in cari'ying 
olf tlieir laden beasts. - 

Having cstabli.shed .some degree of order among the miscellaneous 
crowds swarming round the Eeclgah Gate, Adam returnetl to canton- 
monts to hud that, acting on instructions received from General Brooke, 
the 4th and 28 Ih Bomhaj' Infantry had marched out and deployed 
acro.ss the road leading to Abassabad, and that villagers, taking ad- 
vantage of their ab.sence, had rushed the enclosure in which the men’s 
kits had been left and the Sappor.s’ Quarters. The marauders were 
subsequently expelled, hut not till they had looted or burned all tlie 
regimental ocpiipment and engineering stores. The lo.sa of the latter 
proved a severe blow to the force, for it gi'oatly retarded the necossary 

1 A long matulilook. 

2 Major Adam, Assistant (Jnartomiaster-OenOTal, says in his ooinnK'nt.-3 on 
the campaign in Sciutlimi Afghanistan, 1880 ; — “ When I'e.plauing the li'anaport 
handed over to General iStewart’s column, it had been nooesBary to replace the 
attendants hy men of the country.” 
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work o{ domnliKliiiig -walls and biiildingri in the vkinity o[ the town, 
which tlteni'cd'oi'ward liad lo lie carried out withuui tlu' helji oF 
e\pl(j,sives. 

hhe next ineidejit was the arrival of the main body of Thu-vows'a 
lli'igade, many of the iikui in so exliansted a ,stat(' that tlii'v sank 
to tiu' gronntl as soon as they felt tkeinseha's safe, and liad to be 
carried into the citadel, whei'e, by the foresiglit of Surgeon-Major 
J. Arnott, slu'ltoL' and beds were awaiting them.* Soon after, General 
Jh'ooke returned to eantonnients with Ids troops, and at once sed 
every one t(j -woi'k, excusing none and supei intending all personally, 
to get as innch pi'opciiy as x)os.sil)lo ijrto tlie b^n-t. As tlie sun declined, 
Primrose sent message, after message biddmg him abandon his task 
and retire into tlio city ; but Brooke -(voT'kecl away, j)ntting off lii.s 
departure fronr one half-hour to another, till at (1.15 he reluctantly 
ahaudoned the ho]K) of .saving any more of tlu! loose .stores with which 
the jrlace was littered, and withdrew tbe troox).s iji perfect orders 
iScareely had his luon turned their back.s on tiio cantoiuirenb than, 
lilvo a pack of wolves, the Afghams rn.shed in, aufl after laying hands 
on overything tlu'y eoukl find, .sot fire to the lia/,nar and hle.w up a 
sl.ock of gunpowdei' and kero.sene hdonging to one of the Kandahar 
nierchants. 

The clay ended as it had begun, in sadness. About midnight 
distant shots wore heard, and it was afterwards ascertained that 
some men belonging to Jacob’, s Rifle.s and the Bombay Grenadiers, 

1 “ AitioiiJating the necessity of xn-oviding for the -ivounded, I had, a week 
or two before, spoken to the Colonel ■\vlio commanded in the CUadel, and wo had 
seleotod and decided on the (xnadranglcs in the Citadel, where tents ooiilrl be 
Xiitched. The order to do this was given to the Qnartonnaster, Lieutenant 
Philliirs, and when the rvomided arrived we were exuite ready for them. I also 
wont to Colonel Showell and Major Walcott of the ConimiaBaiiat Dex»rtment 
and advised them, to lay hold of all tho charpoys and ohattis possible, and this 
they promptly did, and both the European and Natives wounded, Iherofore, had 
beds to lie on.’’ (Extracst from Surgeon-Major Arnott’a Diary.) 

s Bi'igadior-Gonoral Bcooke’s Diary. 
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who liad ]jpcii trying to make tlioir way into tlio Citadel by the pass 
near Old Kandaliar, had been discovered by villagers and killed. 

hVoni the moment the troop.s employed in cleaj'ing the cantonment 
entered Kandaliar, the city was virtually in a sl.atc' of siege, and the 
first business of General J’rimrose and his HtalT was i.o malce such 
arrangements as would ensure its safety without ])utting too great 
a strain on the small frn-ce whie.li must hold it till, from one cpiarter 
or the other, it should be relieved, d’ho gari'i.son, including the 
remnant of Burrows’s Brigade, and the newly arrivc'd wing of the 
28th Bombay fnfantry, mxmborcd ninety-seven officers and four 
thousand live hundred and thirty-three non-commissioned officers 
and men ; and when Cavalry and Artillery men and four hundred and 
thirty -eight sick and wonirdcd had boon dednetod from this total, 
there remained only three ihonsaud two hundred and forty-throe, 
British and Native Infantry soldiers to guard the thtadel and man 
six thousand one hundred and si.xty-five yai'ds of xvall, divided as 
follows : — ■ 

South Front l,3t)0 yards. 

West Front 1,987 „ 

North Front 1,178 ,, 

East Front . . 1,700 ,, 

To the South Front, commanded by Brigadier-General Brooke, with 
Major’ R. J. Le P. Trench in charge of the Shikarpore Gate, four hundred 
men were allotted ; and five hundred to the West Front, commanded 
by Brigadier-General Burrows, with Colonel S. de- B. Edwards in 
charge, of the Herat, and Licute-nant-Colnnel C. M. Griffith in charge 
of the Toire Khana Gate. Tire defence of the North Front was com- 
mitted to four hundred men under Primrose’s personal command, 
with Lientenant-Colonel T. R. Nimmo in charge of the Ecdgah Gate, 
till the pres.sure of other duties compelled the General to transfer 
this responsibility to Burrows, Colonel Edwards succeeding the latter 
General in his origuial command. La,St]y five hundred men were 
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absorbed by the East Front, commanded by Brigadier-General Nuttall, 
with Colonel W. Banncrman in charge of the Kabul, and Colonel W. 
G. Mainwaring in charge of the Durani Gate. 

The final distribution of artillery was as follows ; — 


Oi (lihinoii. 


Position, 


(Jllu 01 in OlhiJi'e. 


(JlliiTT ( ‘orii- 

I iiuiidiiii; I'oroo. 


SJ-|kU'. M-ToU L'uii, rV-ii(l . 

U-pilr. M.L.U. «uii, C/2nfK IDA. 

IFpili. ihttn, tliUo 
lO-pdr, D.TolD Run, Vllth . 

(i'lMh. SJl. Rllll . . . . 

liJ-iMli*. IDE ]l. gun, rj/ilth . 

il.L.Il. Ruii, IHJJ, it.ir. V. 

J)-p.!r. (litlo, I-J/ID JDfl.A. . 
nupdr. (lilto, lyUinl, Il.A. . 
liFjitlr. IDJj.ID Run, Ti/llUi . 

ii-jHlr. M.L.lt. Run, D/IS, ll.lI.A. 

O-pilr, ditlij, ditto 
dO-pdi. IDL.IDgun, fl/ntli, R.A, 


JUstion 
Duniui (Juto . 
Krthiil Onto . 

f^Uik.ujvotfMldto . 
S.-\V. Bastion \ 

H.-W. Ba^ition f 

IFoiattiati* . 

'I'opo Khaim < rate . 
iv.-AV. JtU'ition \ 

N’.AV. B.Lstiori /■ 

liOflRiih Oatc. 

8 -W. ]{a.stion of 
('itadel. 


Lieut. It. L. iraiiUnor, II A. 
l.ioiit W. A. Plant, II A, . i 

Eipufc A. UeU-ImiiR, H.A. . ^ 
Lieul.O. S Jono', 11. V. 
iaout. Cr. B. Smith, It, V. . I 
Ucut. T. F. T. Fo«lf, IL.r. j 


|- .Major e. II. OrtM!,a 

1 f'lptiin O 51 . n. 
j Korri'.bv. 


-Uiiffc. .7. 77. Slade. 


la reaei'TO two oiglit-iiieh niorLira. 


To complete the defences of the walls, a number of marksmen, 
commanded by Major F. G. F. Moore, were told off to the bastions 
and other points suitable for long-r.ange shooting ; ‘ two hundred 
men, under the command of the Officer of the Day, were stationed 
in the Char-Su, the covered arcade in the centre of the city, to be 
at hand to go to the assistance of any one of the fronts that might 
require strengthening, and in the Tope Kliana Square — where Colonel 
C. T. Hcathcote was in command — another hundred were always 
held in readiness to replace men drawn from this first reserve. The 
remaining troops occupied the Citadel, where all the stores and sick 
were collected, and into rvhich, in case of need, the whole force could 
have retired. 

The medical arrangements were under Deputy Surgeon-Major 
J. O’Nial, who distributed his Staff along the different fronts. Sig- 
nalling stations, superintended by Captain F. 0. Keyser, were estab- 
lished at the four angles of the city walls, on the gates, and on the 


1 Primrose’s Despatch states that these men did excellent sexvioe during the 
siege. 
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roof of tlio Ohat'-iSu, oonnoctod with ono anoilior and with the Ociic-ral’s 
Tread-Qiiarterw in the GiUulcd. Pree counuiinication wa.s ju’ovklod 
along tlio entire length of the walls, both on the j'amparts above 
and in Die roadway below : gun platforms, with I’atnps leading U|) to 
them, u'ovc eonstruoted in impoi'tant positions, traverses ('reeled, and 
all the gat('a covered wdth slioet-iron — a neeessary ])iecantion since, 
in 184-2, the Afghans nearly succeeded in forcing tlu'ir way into tlio 
city by setting firci to tlic Herat Hale,.' 

The arrangements foi' the elefonce of Kandahar again.st external 
foes once well advanced, the time had come to act; on Slier All’s advice 
to rid the city of dangerous internal elements. The Rc‘.sident, Colonel 
St. John, was opjiosed to the .step, believing that there would be 
little risk in allowing tlio people to remain in their homes ; but Hrooko 
shared the Walifs opinion as to its nccc.ssity, and Ins arguments pre- 
vailed with Primrose. The first ejectiiu'nt decree v'as issued and 
put in foi'cc on the 29th of July, the la.st, disobodience to wliich was 
to bo visited with the death penalty, on the 3rd of August. Altogether 
about 16,000 person.s seem to have been exjiellcd from the oity. The 
sea.son of the year mitigated to .some extent the har'dahips atUmdant 
on tui'niirg so largo a number of persom of all ages and both sexe.s out 
of their lionie.s, and, a.s had been the case when Sir Williaiu Nott 
carried out a .similar measure forty -two years before, “ every exertion 
was made to render it as little oppre.s,sive as po.ssible ” ; hut, now 
as then, it “ could not he altogether free from cruelty and injustice,” 
and only the weakness of the British garrison justified its adopLion.'' 

1 “ On the eve of the 10th of March, 1842, the Ghazia awfti'ined close up to 
th(j walls of Kandahar, and at 8 o’clock heaped faggots at the Herat Gate and 
fired the pile. Saturated with oil, the brushwood blazed up with sudden fury 
and the gate itself ignited as readily as tinder.” (Kayo’s IlUtnnj oj the First 
AjgtMn War, Vol. III. p. 152.) 

2 “ Every exertion was made to render the luensuro as little ojrprcssive as 
possible ; but the expulsion of so many oitizoua from their homes could not ho 
altogether free from ci-uclty and injustice.” (Ibid. p. 150.) 
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For the troops tlierc were amjilo food stuffs in sinoic,* but, only 
a tJiirtocn days’ snp])ly of grain and bhusa for cattle of all sorts ; ■ 
so, tii'st, tlie transport animals and, later, the liorsos and gun biillocks 
\rcro ])nt on reduced ration, s. There had lierui some talk of scnrling 
away the greater jiart of tiio eaniels to relievo the ju'e.ssure on the 
rcsc'i'voirs in the, (litadel,* but, luckily. Major Adam soon di.scovered 
other .souree.s of supply — mo.st houses have their wells — and the 
only beasts dispensed with were some two hundred and fifty broken- 
down camels udiicli were turned out to shift for tlionrselvcvs. 

It wa.s fortunate for Primrose and hi.s troops that Ayub Ivhan 
could not follow ujj his victory at Mai^vaud by an iiiimediatc advance 
on Kandahar. It took him some days to attend to the wounded 
and bury the dead — he admitted a los.s of fifteen hundred troops, 
and the (diazis deso'ilicci their losses as “ heshumar ” (countless) ' — 
and he was further dela3'ed by the discord reigning in his camp ; 
Regular.s and Jrregulai's, Heratis and Kabnlis (juarrclling over the. 
spoil. This respite enabled the garrison to clear awaj' a number 
of houses lying close up to the gates of Kandahar, to open r»ut vistas 
for the cannon b}'- cut, ting down trees, to lay down wire ontarigloment 
all ronnd the walls, to strengthen weak place.? with ahatti.s, and to 
take the range of prominent objects on all sides of the city, and post 
up range taldes in the bastions and gateways. 


1 In addition to the troops there must have been at least 4,000 oamp-followors 
in the city. — H. B. il. 

3 1,244 borsea, 373 artillery bullocka, and 1,826 transport animals, o£ which 
more than half wore camels. — H. B. H. 

3 “ My anxiety wa.s the fearful cry of water ! water ! rising up everywhere. 
The canal supply had been cut off for two days past ; the Karez Hill aqueduct 
was practically in the possession of the enemy, and for the moment onr only 
available supirly was in two ro.servoirs in the Citadel, containing a few thousand 
gallons of green .stuff.” (Major Adam, Assistant Quartermaster-General) 

* “ The losses inflicted upon the Ghazis were summed up by t.hamfiotvea as 
‘ bealuimar ’ (counilo3s)-.^-3,000 to 4,000— and they added that it took them 
seven days to bury their dead,” (Hills’s Bomba-!J £'ield Force, p. 29.) 



SECOND AFGHAN WAR 


44a 

The 1)ii,si7i0M.s of destroying buildings that oniild afford cover to 
the enemy was eiu'ried on from tlie lirst under liaraasiiig conditiomd 
Armed iriV)esmcn, hidden in watevcoursca, walled gardens, tnrd hrop- 
holed houses, Icept u]) fi gtilling fire on the working and covering 
ptirties, so tliat more tlino once (hey had to bo j'Ccalled ; and though 
the vilhrgers were ])oor marksmeu and theii' weapons of v(U'y inferior 
<piality, yet, during tlie siege', those' jjarties had twelve men killed, 
and one officer, Lieutenant (L A. 0. de Traitord, and foi’ty uion 
Avoundc'd.-' The work of eonstructitm inside and of destruction outside 
the city rvas under the supervision of tlic Ootmnanding Engineer, 
Lieutenant-Colonel J. Hills ; and he tind bis four assistants, Miijor 
E. P. Leach, Captain G. M. Cruikslmnk, Lioutentwit G. T. Jones, and 
Lieutenant 12. A. Waller, the only available J2iigiiioor officei'S in the 
place, had their hands Ml all day and overy clay. 

On the Slst of July, tlie tribesmen occupied Kliairabad and a 
Zlarat (shrine) lying to the north of that village, oluso up to tho GiUrdel's 
north-eastei'n bastion. Of the former they retained iiosse.ssion, but 
they were driven out of the latter by three companies ttf tlie 28tli 

1 “ This Avork should uuqucstionalily liavo boon cleno during the priwinus 
year vihon General Stewart hold Kandahar, as it is surely tho duty of any General 
occupying a foreign country to jiiit tlio defensive plai'i'S in tliorough order, in 
order to moot all eontingoucie.s. General JTiimo.se, a weak oHicoi', followed Ihia 
example, and in sjhlc of the rojn-esentalions of General Brooke and the Com- 
manding Royal Engineer, noihing was allowed to ho done..” (Rills's Bombay 
IHii’d Force, p. 3.'5.) 

“ This little a&ir of the patrol (-whieh was fivoAl into eloso 1 1 cantoiunenta) 
is another excellent inst'ance of how litllo dir h>. dtewavt did Iaa nrake the 
position here as good in a military sense as it could bo. as, had ho done so, he 
Avould not have left a Avail or enclosure standing within J.OOO yards of our camp 
anyAvhere.” (Extract from General Brooke's Diary, lOlh July.) 

2 “ In no siege in history has it been iieoessary for the dofondors to .sally out 
by daylight each day and remove walls, fill up ditchoa and demolish cover outside 
the defences of an invested town, and in doing so bo exposed to tho fire of the 
besiegers. The converse has been always tho case, and it Bays much for the 
troops that they proceeded cheerfully to carry out their work, often forced to 
turn their backs to the lire of fhe enemy while working or pushing the high Avails 
down.” (Hills’s Bonibay Field Force, pp. 36. 37.) 
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Bomba}’- Infantry and a detachment nf tlio Poona Hraye. In the 
dayH that followed this afCair, in wliich the enoiny lost fifty men, and 
the Bombay regiment only one man killed and three wounded, recon- 
naissances were pushed out to Ahasaabad and the Baba Wall Pass, 
from which latter point large bodies of footmen and horsemen could 
be seen moving up from Khelat-i-Gliilzai, Kushab, and Mundi Hissar, 
while Uhihilzina, and the Karez and Picket Hills were alive with Ghazis. 

Crowds of these formidable fighters accompanied Ayuh Khan's 
vanguard when, on the 5th of August, it arrived before Kandahar 
and occupied the abandoned cantonment and the villages on the 
eastern and .southern fronts of the city. The Afghan camp was 
pitched, in the first instance, behind Picket Hill, but a reconnaissance, 
followed by a well-directed fire from the Briti.sh gun.s, led to it.s being 
.shifted to a position near Gkl Kandahar ; and here, two day.s later, 
Ayuh Khan conciontratod his entire force. 

In the interval between the a23pe,arance of the Afghan army s 
advanced guard and the arrival of its main body, Colonel St. John 
managed to get a message through to Cliaman, reporting that the 
enemy Irad crossed the Argandab and occupied Kokeran, This ]nc.ssuge 
reached General Phayre on the 9th of August, and the following clay he 
received from Major Adam a letter dated the 5th, Avliich gave an en- 
couraging report of the morale and pro.specte of the be.sicged garii.son. 

Early on the morning of the 8th of August, the Afghan artillery 
opened fire on the Citadel from Picket Hill, and .shortly afterwards 
on the city from Dch Kwaja and Doh Khati. The hombaT'dment 
continued for many day.s, but it made no impression on the substantial 
walls, and did little harm to the troops and tinimals sheltered by 
them ; still, day by day, as the besiegers occupied fresh villages 
and turned canal banks and all available accidents of the ground into 
something approaching to regular parallels, in wliich, here and there, 
they mounted guns,^ the -work of clearing open spaces round the 
i Hills’s Bomiav Field Force, p. 37. 
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oiiy p;i'ow moi'O and more difFicidi and dangerous. On ilio 12ih, 
Avliilst noricing parlios under Lientonant Waller wore Im.sy o|X'ning 
lip enelosuroH oIoko to the south-east angle of the walla, a galling 
fire na,s hronglit to bear ny)on tlioni from a gai'den near at hand. 
To jmt a .sto]i to this amioyance, Oapf.ain 10. W. Addoi'ley, with twenty 
men of the, 7th hiisiliens and detaohmemts of the lOth and ilOth Ikmihay 
fiifantry, burst through a gap in the garden wall and f(‘ll iqion the 
ciuuny, who lied, leaving eighty dead behind, among them their 
leadin', Afzul Khan, brother to the (,'ommander of Aynb Khan’.s 
ca.valry, killed hy Waller in .single combat, whilst the assailant, s lost 
one man killed and eight wounded. Later in the day, Lieutenants 
Waller and Jones, and a coi'poral of the 7th hhisillers sallied out of 
the hledgali Gate, under a heavy fire, to re.sone a Avonnded soldier, 
who had been overlooked wiien the working y^arty I'o-entered the 
town. The non-commissioned officer was shot dead, hut the two 
officers brought in his body, and the man in helping to save whom 
ho had lost his life.' 

The next morning, Afghan troops occupied RehKwaja, Khairahad, 
and the Ziai'at near the latter village from wliich tlus triljcamen had 
been driven on the hist of July ; and the same day Primrose received 
information that Ayub Khan had ])re.pared scaling ladders, and was 
intending to make an assault on the city at a point opposite Tfoh 
Kwaja, where the walls wci-e only fourteen or lilLeon feet higli, and 
in a dilapidated state, and where a couple of Ziarats, too strong and 
big to be pulled down, and many walled enclosures would allord 
shelter to his skirmishers and covering parties. “ 

The occupation of Khairahad was a seriou,s matter, for guns 
planted on its walls would sweep with an enfilading fire the entire 

1 “ Gayitam Addorfey roooived a well-earuod Brevet-Majority, hut Lioiitonjinis 
Waller and Jones wore passed over, though they wore both recommended for 
tho Victoria Cross.” (Kills's Bombay Field Force, p. 37.) 

2 Adam’s Oommeiits on the C'avifaign iv, Soidhern Afghanistan, 1880. 
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uoitlvorn fvoni of ilio city, which cavalry patrols had hitherto kept 
clear of the enemy. It wa.s of the utmost importance tliat the garrison 
should retain the freedom of egres.s and ingress vnIucIi it liad h(j far 
enjoyed : for, williout that freedom, not only would access to the 
wat(‘r supply on A\hich the cavalry horse, s and transport animals 
dejiended, and to the trenches in which the refu.se of the town wa.s 
daily buried, ho cut o(f, hut there would be no further possibility 
of meeting an attack on any one of the city fronts by a flank counter- 
attack,' or of operating against the enemy in any way which the 
course of events might suggest. Yet, the report that Ayub Khan 
\\’ns ]n'eparing an assault so alarmed Primrose that the Commanding 
hlngineor had dii'ficidty in dissuading him from shutting and barricading 
the Ecdgah Gate. 

On the 14th of August, the Signalling Officer, Captain Keyser, 
reported that a body of five Imndrcd Afghan legular troops had 
reinforced Dch Kwaja, and PI ills laid before the General a plan for 
forestalling Ayub Khan's designs by a sortie directed against his 
positions to the oast of Kandahar. According to this plan, a .strong 
cavalry force was to slip out of the Eedgah Onto before dawn of the 
selected day and, keeping well to the cast of Khairabad and T)eh 
Kwaja, take ux) a xjosition south of the latter village, ready to inter- 
cejjt any reijiforcement that might bo .sent to its assistance. There 
was to bo no x^reliminary bombardment, but the guns on the eastern 
ramjuvrt \vero to bo trained ready to sui)port the cavalry, and two 
field guns w'cro to accomx)any the throe infantry regiment, s — the 
7th Kusiliers, and the 4th and lUth Bombay Infantry — that at day- 
break were to rush Khairabad, and then to swing round and seize 
a high house at the north-east corner of Deli Kwaja, the roof of which 

1 “ I told Primrose, when he asked mo what should be done if the Afghans 
atteraxited an assault on any of the gates, that the only practioal tiring was self- 
evident — namely, to send out a regiment or two from tho Eedgah Gate and 
take tho attack in flank.” (Letter of Hills to tho Assistant Quartormaater- 
General.) ' 
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dominated all tho noiglibonring bidkliiigH. A,s Hoon as this tioiise 
which, being the furfclie.st from Kandaliar, was pi'otty certain to lie 
oj)on and nndcl'emled, harl ])een captiired, tlic hold guns were to take 
up a joo.sition on a low liill between tlie two villages and to bring 
an enhlading lire to bear along Ueh Kwaja’s west front, whilst the 
infantry — tho tlu'ce I'eginients kee[)ing well together — a'ere to inaroli 
right through tlu' village and, passing out through the westej'n en- 
trance, make straigld foi' the Ivahul (late, which was to be opened 
to admit them, capturing on their n'ay any guns they might eonio 
across, and ck'slroying all looj)hok'cl walls facing tmvards the city.' 

Ho long as tho riuthor of this schcnic was there to explain and 
auppoi't it, it seenrs to have commanded Primrose’s approval ; hut 
no sooner liad Hills loft Jiim than he sent for Ih'ooke, who declared 
that he saw xro good rcasoix for any sortie, but, if tJioro xras to lie one, 
it must be on entirely diffci'cub lines from those jneposed by the 
Commanding Engineer. 

Tlic idea of a sortie having once taken root in Primrose’s mind, 
ho was not prcijarcd to put it a.sido ; hut ho was cpiito willing to 
leave tho responsibility for it to liis Heeond-in-Command ; and to 
avoid the necessity of having to decJdo betwr'en Prooko’s plan and 
Hills’s in the pi'cscnce of other xnen, ho actually omitted to invito 
tho latter to Head-(iuartcr.s House when ho .summoned his otlier 
cliief officer.s to hear Prooko propound his schcone, and to bo instructed 
in such details as fell xvithin each man’s jrrovineo. 

OfEcially iwcsent at the meeting xvere — 

General Primrose, 

Br igaclier- Clenoral Brooke, 

,, ,, Burrows, 

,, ,, Niittall, 

Colonel W. French. Commanding the Artiilmy, 

Lioutonant-Colouol A. M. Shcwell, Deputy ComnuBaary-Goneral, 

Deputy Surgeon-General J. O’Nial, 


1 Hills’s Bombay Field Force, p, 38- 
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but/ Major Cl. J. BurncU., Ahsi.sknit Adjiifcaul-Ocncral, and Major 
Adaii), AsHihCant/ (iiiai'iuruui,st,cr-(iliinei':il, were in the room and luuird 
all that passed. 

After i’rimrose had opened the proeeediiig.s by annoiirn'ing that 
there H'as to bo a .soi'th', that l>rigadi('i'-(leuerai Brooke would be in 
comtnaiid, and lhat a, II arrangements were, (o be math' by him, Bi'ookt! 
unfolded his sohemo, which rovt'.rsed every dis(K)sition j'etioinmended 
by Hills except the part that ho had assigned to the davalry. Instead 
of a large force, a .small one was to be employed ; the Infantry was to 
move out of the Kabul, not the lOedguh. date, and eros.s a space half 
a mile broad cxjiosed to tlu' (ire of the Afghans holditig Dell Kwa.ja, 
insf.ead of moving over an o[)en front ; the ojici'ation, instead of 
embracing both Khaii'aba.d and Heb ICwaja, wa.s to be confined to the 
latter village, wdiioh t\'aH to be attacked at two widely separated 
])ojnts, insl.f'acl of at one [joint only. Instead of tbc‘ force being kept 
well together, and marching a.s a coni pact body right through the village 
from the purncr furthest from Kamlidiar to the exit nearest to that 
city, losing nothing of its strength by holding iiositions on its road — 
one of the columns was to t.i'aver«e the village from nest to east, the 
othcj', from south to north ; and as each was to come out by the gate 
by wbioh it bad gone in, dotacluuentH were to be loft at every cro.ss- 
street to cover the retirenumt. jfinally, instead of the sortie being 
conduett'd witli tlie utmost secrecy and d.es|)atob, an Imur’s preliminary 
bombardment was to give ilie widest possible notice of the imjionding 
movement, and ensure to the enemy the time to assemble in force to 
re,sist it. 

The oiiicer.s to wlunn Brooke oxplainerl his plan, seem to have 
aeon nothing in it to object to ; btit the two who bad not be>en asked 
to consider it, bail listened in growing nneasino.st) and amazement, 
and when It came to the mention of a bombardment, Adam could 
contain liimself no longer. "Hor heaven’s salce,” lie exclaimed, 

“ don’t let there be any prdimmary bombardment. If there is to 
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bo !i Hortio, Icti il/ be a HiU’in'iao with tho ])tiyouct, and iiaving captured 
tlie enemy 'm gnnw, rotii-e (piickly to tho city.” JAr a moment Brooko 
stared at tho aiidiirious sjjCHkcr, and then, turning to rrimrose, said 
deliberately ; — “ Hir, 1 wisli the gnus to open before the attack is 
made,” and Primrose answered, ” (Jertainly ; see to this, (lolonel 
Prcnoli , ” 

The sojtie \\as lixed for tlio next morning and the following troo]).s 
wore to take pai t in it : — 


100 moil . . . . 

100 ,, . . . . 

LOO „ , . . . 

1 comikuiies (.ilioiit JlOO men) 

■t 

4 


. ;ir<l Bombay (Jiiv.ilry, 

. . J’oomi lIoiHO, 

. 3nl Bind 1 lorsi', 

. 7(li Bengal IdisilieiH, 

. . liltli Bombay Infantry, 

. 28Lh 


in all, three hundi'od cavalry and nine hundred infantry. 'I'he latter 
Jh’ooko dividc'd into three eohinms. Tho iirst cohuuu, counnauded 
by Colonel A. Cl. Daubeny, consisted of two coiu))anios of the 7th 
Fusiliers and two of tlio l!)th Bombay Infantry; the second, under 
Lioutcnant-Colonol T. it. Nimmo, of one company 7tli husiliers and 
three of tho 28th Bombay Infantry ; the third, commanded by Colonel 
C. T. Hcathoote, of one company of the 7th Jfusiliers, two of the 
19th and one of the 2Bth Bombay Inl'antry. To tho last-named 
eohunn was attached the sipiadroii of the 3rd Hind Horse, and each 
of the three was accompanied by an Engineer Officer, a few Hapj^ers 
and Miners, and a Medical (Bficor, with a jiroi^or coinxilenient of 
dlioolie-bcarers and water-carriers. 

Before dawn, on tho 16th of August, the artillery on the eastern 
face of llandahar — one forty-pounder, three nine-pounders, and two 
eight-ineJi mortars, under Major P. H. Groig’s eoinmand — ^xvero trained 
ready to bombard Dch Kwaja, and the squadron of the 3rd Hind Horse 
and the infantry to bo employed in the sortie drawn up in the streets 
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adjoining; tlio Kalml (Lnlod Tho uUit'r two sqnadvoua asaignocl lo 
Biookc }i!ul jdi'oady passed out of Llio Ketlgiili f jak', and, making a wide 
detoui' lo avoid Kliaij'abad and Didi Kwaja, were well on their way 
ko tluiir a|)poiided ])osiiion ak khe Houkh-oask comer of klio lakkor village, 
when (Ireig I'l'ceivod klu' ordi'r ko opcni lire, ari ordi'r which lie obeyed, 
bnk nok wilhoiik pointing oiik its folly. liin reinonHkrance waa (jnickly 
juMfcilicd, for khc booming of kho cannon awoke khe conntry-aide, and 
aoon, from klic Honth, awarniH of (Jhazi.s were haakening toivarcla khe 
threakencd village, A , spirited cliargi', of u ki'oojr of kho 3rd Bombay 
Cavalry letl by Licnkimank (h'oghcgan compelled kluim to sock safely 
in broken ground, bnk if khe fircssnrc of klu* Cavalry kc})k kho (jhazis 
out of Dell Kwaja, ik kejit kho inhaliitanks of that village in. At kho 
fir.sk discharge nnndiors had rushed ko khc. gates furkliesk from khe 
city, but, seeing that the way of cscajic was harre-d, l-nrned back (o 
fight with all tho fierce courage which comes to men caught in a trap ; 
and it was under a heavy fire from tho village walls that the first and 
second columns issued from tho JCahul (late and, taking advantage 
of tho cover afl'oided by enclosures and watercourses, advanced to 
the attack. 'I'lie space to he traversed measured a little under a 
thousand yai'ds, and for two-thirds of the distance the whole force 
kcjit together, then Nimmo’s troojis diverged to tho left, and at 5.30 
both columns penetrated into tho village, tlie first pushing into it from 
tho south and slowly lighting its wuiy northward, whilst the second 
entered on tho western side and worked its wa,y eastward.*^ Along 
both lines of advance the re.sistance offered was fierce and stubborn. 
Every door waa blookcd, every wall loopholcd, and behind every 
loophole waa a rifle. As tho colurana advanced they began to lose 

1 “ During tho half-hour’s oaimonado, the columns had to wait in the street 
adjoining tho Kabul (Into, and w'ore in very gao<l fettlo, looking alworfitl and 
animatod. 1 remomber particularly noticing young Wood of tho 7kh Fuailiors, 
ovidcnkly full of oniluisiasm.” (Diaiy of )Surgoou-Major J, Arnokt.) 

» Hills’s Bomlay Field Fomi, p. 40. 
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cohesion and i-o dwindle away, as more and nioi'(! men liad to bo 
deiiaclied to guard thedf hanks and r('ar. 

Whilst the first and second eohnnns of llrooke’s foi'ce were 
stniggling against ovcrwlieliuing odils in the nan'ow stretits of Doh 
Kwaja, the, two comjjanies of the Ittth Bombay Infantry belonging to the 
third column had gone forward to supjmrt the, Cavalry, arriving jast 
in time to assist Nuttall in repulsing a .second and more formidable 
attempt on the part of the (Ihazis to force their way into tlic village. 
Their numbers swelled by many fn'sh eontingent.s, llu'y w<'rc ])rossing 
boldly forward, when three well-aiinetl volleys from the Fritisli breccli- 
loadcrs tlireav tluan into disorder, and Nnttall, charging with all his 
force, drove them hack with heavy loss into the broken ground from 
which they had ennaged. By this time, the remainder of the Ros(>rvR 
column, w'hich had been standing idle, apjiarrmtly withont any orders, 
at the Kabul date, was in motion, and it tmniinued to advance till it 
came within three luindred yards of the village's w eastern walld Hero 
it haltcid under such cover as it could find, Imt the (memy’s fire was 
very heavy and many of the l.roops wore hil; — amongst, others flolonel 
Maleohnson and Lieutenant-Colonel yiiewcsll ; t,ho latter was not wdth 
tlie column, buthad rusheil out of the Citadel to the rescue of a wounded 
private of the 7th Fusiliers. 

Meanwdiile affairs inside the village were going fronr bad to worse. 
Daubony’s troops, who had been joined by some of Niinmo’s men, 
had, indeed, fought their w'ay through to the lofty house, at its north- 
east corner, a braiding which was to liavo played an important part in 
Hills’s plan, hut which in Brooke’s only served a.s a grave for the non- 
commis.sioned officer and fifteen men of the 2111, h Bombay Infantry 
told off to defend it. Tlctirement -was now the object to he aimed at — 
but by what road % In front, crowds of Ghazis, issuing from Khairahad, 
were ready to dispute any attemiit to re-enter Kandahar by the 


1 Hills's IJtnnhay Field Force, p. 4,0. 
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Ei'dgah Caif ; and, in rear, all tho inhabitiui(n of Doh Kwaja win'o 
waifing fo fall upon flie diminiahod column if, ('ncuiulu'i't'd by u'ouudctl, 
it .should venture to retrace il.s .step.s. I'litlier eoiir.sc' rva.s fraught with 
danger; both seemed ahuo.st hopeless iitdess the lroo])s’ stock of 
ammunition, which had la'en nearly exhausted in Ihe advance, could 
be renewed ; so Jlrooke d(wpaleh(‘d his Brigade-JVliijor, Captain h\ 
W. V. Ijcekie, to I’rimiawe to ask fi>r afresh su]>ply and to report tluii 
the position was untenabh'. Leekic got through with the ine,ssage, hut 
it had been lu'tter undelivered ; for Primrose, overwhelmed by the 
discovery tliat the .sortie had failed, lost his head, and, instead of 
taking steps to exti'hjate the troops in Deli Kwaja from tlieir ditHcultios, 
gave orders tliat the retreat slionld at ouee lx* somuled from t.lu' hattle- 
rnents,' thus leaving Brook(‘ no tinu' to mafaire his preparations for 
rotireniont, and announeing to the Afghans the end of ihe enterpi'i.so 
as, by tho boinbai'diiH'nt, he luul warned tlumi of its hegimiing. fn 
vain Hills entreab'd to h(‘ allowed to take out a few men to .supjiovt 
the reti'eat, Primrose deolared that not a man should go- the loss Jiad 
been heavy enough already, and “ 11. is all your doing,” he cried. “ I 
am damned if it is,” retorted tho indignant Engimsu'. “ Yon havo 
done everything 1 i.old you deeidcully and strongly was not to ho 
done — bombardment, small force, separale attacks, a,nd wong mni of 
the village, and you lU'ver informed me of all these olumges. I told 
you, moreover, tliat it was 110 chikPs pla.y, this sortie', and that if you 
did take it up, it must ho carried out tlioroughly and with every 
available man.” 

The retort was true ; hut it only emhitb'ri'd Hills's relations with 
the General, and ditl nothing to shake tho latter’s detc'wnination to 
leave tho trooii.s in Ihih Kwaja to got out of their dilliculties as beat 
tlicy could. The bugles sounded tho fatal call, and Brooke, under- 
standing the nie.asagc of abandonment ivhich it conveyed, sent rvord 

1 “ On rec'eiviug this request fjeneral Primro.so, losilng lieart, ordered the 
retreat to bo sounded.” (TTilfe's Bomtiay Field F(n-cc, p, 40.) 
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1,0 Ninituo to \\'itlidi'aw tlu'oiigli tlin cmti'o of the villfign on the Kabul 
Gato ; dcfipaiobcd a nolo to Nuttnll asking Jiim to cover vviili his 
ciiva,li'y tho I'cLircinent of tiio two comj)anio.s of IDtli Ifojnbay Infantry 
wliLcli had coino to lii.s snj)|)ort ; diroetod Danbeny to figlit Ills Avay 
to the liledgali Gate ; and tluiii tnnnHl back with a liandfnl of men to 
eollet't tlie d('i,a,eliinent,s dropped in the advance, and eitl\('r bring tliom 
into sah'.ty or perisli with thorn. Unfortunately, by lii.s instructions 
to Nuttall, ho had made tlio latter tho more likely altojirativo ; for, 
tho inoinont tho cavali'y began moving towards tho town, tlm Afghans, 
whom they had so long lieldin cheodc, poured into Doh Kwaja, ,so that 
tho litthi Ih'itish force, amounting in tho end to ncuu’ly two hundred 
men, had to face many freali foofi. Near tho southern oxit Ilrooko was 
met by a large body of the enemy, bnt chargiirg through tliem witli tlio 
bayonet, he got his men clear of tho village and into a dry ditch about 
a hundred and tw'enty yards from its walls, where he halted thoin to 
wait till Captain Cruikshank, who had been severely wounded, could bo 
brought up. The delay was short, but it gave tlio Afgliau.s, who had 
boon Hoattere-d by the impetuosity of the Jlritish cluirge, time to draw 
together, and when the troops rose from tlio ditch to make a dash for 
tho next cover, a heavy lire laid many low, amongst them Brooko 
himself.^ An ugly rush of tlic Ghaxis follow(‘d, hul; tho men v'oro rvell 
in liand and their steady volleys again drove oil' their assailants ; yet, 
with fresh swarms gathering on every side and failing ammunition, 
it was impossible to stop to take up the dead or even to sec'k for the 
wounded, and they could only fall hacic slowly till, terribly reduced 
in numbers, they reached tho Kabul Ctatc, through which the Reserve 
and the Cavalry had already entered the city. 

Colonel Hoathooto, in command of tho former body, had ignored tho 
signal to retreat, though his ammunition was running sliort, and held 

I General Brooko, who throughout aoted in a most gallant niannor, (tad 
who ovoniually lost, his life in trying to save that of a brother oflioor and other 
WQunclod men, was killed.” (HUIh’s liornbaij Fiehl Frme, p. 41.) 
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on to his position in front of Dch Kvva.j)i till Licntmant R. 0. R. 
ITainilton, Ih'iuirosu’H Ai<le-dt‘-Cain]), ])rouglit liim ])ositivo orders to 
vvithdraM'.' As Ids troops rotirc<l, two riderless liorsos rushing madly 
by — one of tlu'in lJrook('’,s white cliarger — told a tale of disaster, and 
soon after brooke’s ordei'ly officer, Lieutenant 11. Ht. L. Wood— -a 
ghastly figure, all covered with blood — .staggered into their midst, 
gas])ing out that the General was in deadly ])eril and imploring aid 
for him and his men.® Wo far a.s Jiroolce was concerned as.sistanee 
would have come too late, anti l-’rinn-osc’s imporativc orders made it 
impo.ssiblc to give oiganizcd help to hi.s hard-pressed troops, but indi- 
vidual officers — Burnett, Ijcacli, Adam, Galdoeott,-’ and othor.s ' — 
sallied out tlirough the Kabul Gate and rvoin active in bringing in tho 
wounded and maintaining oi'cler, whilst Wurgcon-Majoi' J. Arnotfc and 
Surg(xm E. W. Jvt'llsall went out sotno lu'o or three, hundred yards 
with a dhooh(‘ in the hope of diseovoring Brooke and Cruikshank, but 
neither the General noi- ftny otlier wouiuled man was in sight. Mean- 
while the Gavalry, and tho two companies of tins 19th Bombay infantry 
covered by it, had mado good their retnavt ; not, however, without 
many casualtie,s owing to tho eranrpicd natio'c of the ground, Avhich 
conipollod them to retire in close formation ; ' Daubeny’s troojrs, 
bur, sting through tlie northern boundary of i)oh ivAvaJa into the open 
ground lying between that vilhige and Khairabad, had charged 
through tho Gha/.is who attenqtted to eut them olT from the Eedgali 
Gate and gel; .sal'ely back into the Citadel ; )i.ntl Niimuo liad brought 
his eohuiin out of tho village through the enti-anco by which it 
had gone in, and was retreating over the ground recently t)ceupied 

> Diary of Burgeon-Major J. Arnott. ^ Ibid. 

JMajoi; 'P, ,{. Caldecott, K.A., Comiui.ssary of OrdnaUQo. 

* Amongst tho lirst to go out under the lioUent fire worn two young aubaUortis 
— bioutenanta VV Adio and M. U. Saliiion— rvlio tU'Oiight in a wounded nuin. 
'J'iio latioi' Avont out a acooud time, daseoiiding from tho riwupartB by a rope 
ladder. Both tlieso young offioors desoi'vod Iho Viotni'ia Cros.s.— 11. B. H. 

“ Primrose’s Dcapatcli. 
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by tJio Rchoi'vc, I'lio Artillery on tlie riiinpart.s did much to 
laeilitate the rc'tireiiuiut on both .sidoH of the city ; and it rendored 
a still [fi'oiiter .service to the garrison by siloneing the liro of the 
Afgba.n gnn.s on I’icket Hill and in the General’, s garden, under 
eovei' of which Ayah Khan was trying to form up his infantry 
lu'ar tile old canton mont. 

By 7.150 a.tn,, the Cavalry and all the throi' columns had returned 
to the shelter of the rvalls ; but, of the twelve hundred men who had 
gone out thj'ce hours before, a hundred and si.v had been killed and a 
hundred and eighteen wounded ; eight Briti.sli ol'licer.s being amongst 
the fonnei' and .seven amongst the latter. 'I’hc following table shows 
the distrllmtion of these losses amongst the dilToreiit corps. 
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RlSCAPlTULVl'ION. 
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NaMKH Ob' Ob’b’icmw ICtU/ED. 

lii'if;;(idit‘['-(li'iK)iul IL. I<’. lirooko, ill ( 'ominand of Soi'lio. 
Lu'uk'iiaul-ColoiK'l \V. [I. Ncwjiort, 28Lh Bombay [nfaiifry. 
jiJajiir K. ■/. (jc P. 'Proncli, ZO 6 I 1 liomhuy Jiifiintry. 
bii'idi'niud. P. Siayuer, lOlli lioinbay Infantry. 

2nd Liijulctiani P, P. P. Wood. 2-7Lh li’usilk'i'H. 

2 iid Ijk'utumini Pi. ti, Mai'Kli, 2 - 7 lh PuKiliora. 

('ap(iiin(b M. (IniikHliank, Royal lijiigiiusorH. 

'I’Jh' Rov. (j, M. (lordoii, (lliaplaiii, Ohiiroli MiHuioiiary iSueioty. 


Ob'EtoEKa Wound El). 

Coloiu'l 11. Niniino, 28lli Bombay Infanti'y. 

LicmUinaiil-t'uIout'l A. M. Showoll, Stall (aubsoqut'ntly died). 

Poloiu'l J. 41. P. MaloolmiSon, Ord Sind floiw. 

Wajor O'. B. Ibindolcnir, 2-7tli Ikisiliors (aubHoquontly died). 

Paiitain W. Poiiolly, 2-7tb Fimiliora. 

liii’iitraiaiil ll. St. L. Wood, Stall. 

Hnrgoon A. K. Stua'aft, Poona Horau, 

Tire failure of the aortie hrought no tliacredit on the troops engaged 
in it. In the dcajiatch that cleHoribcd the operation, General Primrose 
declared that no words of his could oxpre.ss his appreciation of the 
cool and gallant behaviour of all rank.s, and he singled out for special 
commendation Brooke, who lo.st his life in trying to save Crnik- 
shank ; Becond Iiieutonaiit E. S. Marsh, killed in helping to bring 
in Lieutenant E. P. P. Wood ; the Bioy. G. M. Gordon of the Church 
Missionary iSociety, mortally wounded, whilat inini.storing to the men 
under a heavy lire ; the Kov. Father Jaekson, wJio, on this occasion as 
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on (Uiiny oLlioi's, wns in tlio forofrojil of tlio iighf aitonding to tlio 
woimdocl, l)()tli lOiu'opcan and Nai.ivo ; iSurgoon-Majoi' B, T. Coraud, 
A^dlose dcvotioji t.o tho woiinilod on tins fic;kt liad frequently cliciiied 
liiK (the (Aineral’s) admii’ation ; and Jjieiitcnant W. fSt. Ij. (Iia.so and 
Private A.sliford, 7th Idi, si liens, wiio iiiKhsr a heavy iiro had earried 
a wounded man iVoin tlie front to a plaee of nafety. The two latter 
ho recommended for the Victoria Croas, wliich they subsequently 
received. 

Idle courage and gallantry landed by Primrose had a marked 
effect on the; subsccpicnb couino of ovemts. ddu' Uhazia, who had not 
doubted fclicir ability to wijxi out of existence the six huntlrecl men 
NO rawhly tlirown int.o IJoIi ICwaja, Avero bitterly disappointed at their 
comparatively small mea.snre- of Hnee('a.s ; and, deeply iiiqire.ssed by 
the sleadiness of tluv (Javalry ontsidi*, and the lighting qualifies of the 
Ifusiliors and tlu! Bombay regiments inside the village, they lost much 
of the holclne.ss whieh had marked their movements since tlieir victory 
at Mai wand. A sensi! of insecurity whicli look jrosscssion of all 
niinds, found exju'essiou in tlie. abandonmonf. of Khairabad ; in tlio 
return to their liome.s of many Zcmindavvai'is and other triliesmen, 
who had iloclicd from a distaiico to Ayvdj Khan’s standard ; in the 
demand of the regulai' troops holding Jdeh JCwaja to ho Avithdrawn 
from, a village in tire defence of which they had not — so they com- 
plained— been projmrly su])ported ; and in the fact tliat, for tAvn 
days and nights after the sortie, the whole Afghair army remained 
under arms, expecting to he attacked. So rude, indeed, was the 
shook to the army’s morale that, though siege oiierations were carried 
on for a fcAV days longer on the southern and, AV'cstem fronts of 
Kandahar, and some shot.s AV'oro fired from the batteries on Picket 
Hill and in the General’s gaxxlcn, no further attempt Avas made to 
invest the city ; ' and Ayub Khan, recogniKing that he could neither 


1 Hills’s Bvmbaj/ Field Force, p, 42, 
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capfcitf'c it hy n coup (!<> main nof reduce it by Suminc — he hiniMclf 
was in gi'Cfit stfaiLH Lor l7)od — would liavn' abandoned iho Hi<'go and 
retired to (drisJik/ Imt tor the op])OHitLoii of liiis Kabul troujxs and 
the vehoinont prol,('sts of the iuhabitanth of tlic villagcH implicated 
in the luuixhu of tlie atiagglers froju Mtiiwunid, who oxjicctcd vengeance 
to fall upon thcju tlie moment his jirotcctiou was withdra^vn.'^ Httong 
in number, s and having the granting or withhokling of supplies largely 
in their hands, these men kept him in the position ho had taken up 
on the 7th of Augu,st till the 23rd, when I'umours of the approach 
of a relieving force marcliing frojn Kabul, led to his abtxndoning the 
villages to tlu- ea.st and south, of the town ; and ojr the 24 th, on rcceij)t 
of certain jnfoi'juatiou that (icneral Roberts liad arrived at Tirandii'/:, 
ho removed hia eamp fj'(nn the ruins of Old Kandahar to a jxj.sition 
behind the Baba Wali !^a,s.s, close to the lefi; bank of the Argaiidab, 
and sent to Herat for a fre,.sh supply of anununitioii. 

'Vlio next day, (leneral fh'inu'ose reoonnoitrod the whole of the 
eneinyts late po.sition from i'ickel, 1-liii anil the Oantunment right 
round to Deh Kwaja, and found that all villages had been dixsei'tod 
and all eaimon romoved. A working party was immediately detailed 
to bury the bodies of tlic odieers and men left on the ground when 
tlie trooiia retreated into Kandahar alV.3‘ tlio sortie, Hetwocn forty 
and fifty corpses were ini (‘i-j-ed, and (leneral Brooke, Colonel Newport, 
and ('aptain Cruikshank u-cro identified. The same day Major 
Vandoleur, one of the officers weuudud on the Kith of August, died 
in hospital, but Colonel yhewell lingered till the 2nd of September, 

Satisfactory news up to the 12th of Augu.st had heon received 
from Colonel Tanner, who reported the country round Kholat-i-Clhilxai 
free from hostile gatherings ; hut no communication from the Indian 
Oovernmont had reached Primrose .since the 28tli of July, and only 
one letter, dated August 6th, had got through from Phayro’s Division- 

I dt. -lohn’s lologKim dated Kandahar, August 2titli. Ajghttmtnn (18b0). 

■ No, 3, p. 73. “ lliJIa’s Bmnbay Field Force, p. 42, 
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No ono in Kanclaliar cloubLcd liiali the Govci'iiinent and tlu 3 Military 
Authorities Avoro straining every nerve to put an end to tlieir isolation, 
but the uncortaiiity as to when help would reach tlicm was very 
trying to men oj)|)res.sed with heavy duties peri'orincd in excessive 
lieat, living under insanitary conditions, and unabh'. to oljtain fresh 
veg('tal)le food ; and, in consequence, the woundt'd made slou' progress 
towards recovery, and the, general health of the ti' 00 j)s decilined till 
ther(' camo to he 69(5 eases in hospital, made up as follows : — 

jS'i'r/c. ]\'at(n(li(l„ 

liuroi)L'im tniops ....... lOT B() 

Native tree])!) ....... ■'ttO Sll 

n'uiai rm iUO 

Great thci'cforc was the. joy of all nieiubcrs of the garrison when, 
soon after mid-day of the 27th of August, the flasli of a heliograph 
aivnouncetl the approach of friends, and Primrose’s qu( 3 stion, “Who 
are you '! was answru-ed by the woi'd.s, “ The Advanced Guard of 
General Roberts’s force — General Gough wiUi tv 3 m regiments of 
Cavalry.” ‘ 

OnSEllVATtONS 

OnsEuvATioN 1. Hills’s plan for the sortie ot th (3 IRth of August 
shows a tlioi'ough under.standing of the natui'e of the intiUided opera- 
tion — Brooke’s, a complete misunderstanding of its character. All 
the proposals of the one made for secrecy, speed, and unity of action; 
all the arrangements of the other for publicity, delay, and division, 
with its natural consequence — loss of power. Hvery word, every 
act of Rrooke, from the insisting on a preliminary bombardment to 
the message aimounoing that hia irosition in J)eh Kwaja was untenable, 
proves that he failed to see that an operation directed to the attainment 

1 “ Old Memories.” by Sir ifuglr Gough. Pall Mall Marja-dne, April, 1800, 
p. u40. 
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of some s])ocifR) object — tbe capture, of certain gnus, the dostniction 
of certain worlcs, tlu' dispcj-sion of a certain force, suceoss to be. followoil 
by immediate retirement — must be conducted on diirorent linos from 
an op('ration Avdiicli aims at the permaneut occupation of the whole, 
or a ])a.rt, of an enemy’s position. 

Tlu) annals of most sieges oiler examples of succes.sful sorties ; 
but Jh'ool<e. need not have gone furllier back than the, former Afghan 
War to learn the principie.s on vvliichthey .should bo founded. When, 
on the lltli of March, L842, tlu', Afghans opened lire on Jellalabad 
from a sangar, whicli they had tJirown up during tlui nigiit, ami at 
tlic .same time a repoj't was lu'ouglit in that iiicy had begun to 
undermine th(‘ wails, a sti'ong party of infantry and cavalry and tn'o 
hundred Hap])crH and Minci's, under (,'olonel Deimi.s, is, sued, without 
any preliTuinaiy bombardment, from the IVshawar date. Protected 
by tho lire' of all (iie guns oii the ramj)art.s, this foi'co .seized and 
desatroyed the sangar, ajid having uKceiiainod tluit there rva.s no truth 
in tho stoi'y of a iiiiiu',, rogaim'd tho city witliout the lo.ss of a man. 
Tlircc3 week's later, wiitm a .second soi-tic w'as made — tliis time for 
tlio jjui'poHc of procuring food — and five Inmdred shoe]) and gr)aLs 
wore swept away from tho enemy ’.s covering partie.s, iJuiro wa.s again 
no preliminary bombardment, and succe.ss was onc(' more clue to the 
unexpected no.ss, Huddeimess, and unif.y of the ojtcration. 

A third .sortie, with no les.s an aim tlian the dispersion of the cuoiny 
and the putting an end to i.he siege, conformed to tlie rnle.s, which 
experience has imposed on this kind of operation, inasmuch as it was 
not preceded by a homhaidment and was kept, .'iftior one cpiicldy 
recf.ified deviation from travelook’s xrlan, strictly to a single line of 
advance, along which tho attacking force, in ease of need, would 
liave fallen hack upon tho fortre.sa, not in weak fragmoni..s, but as a 
forniidabh', whole. 


Obsisuvation 11 . Tlie.ro can bo no doubt that Clenoral Primrose 
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was uiioqiial to Uio iuipoL'tanfc ))ositioii wliicli he hold at Kandaliax' 
in the Hiiniiucv of LH 80 ; but tlic rospoiisibility for hi.s failiu'o does 
not rest with hini. Tlic bavtlslu])H and au^io(/ie.s of the pj'ovious year, 
when he had boon in command of Nir JJonald ^Sk'v^'ilrt’s coiumiuiicatiuns, 
laid told npoii Ids health, and when calk'd u])on to bo tliat oilicer’s 
sncccHHor, a jiainful disease was niulertnining his mental and bodily 
])ow(irH. ll(' made no secret of his reluctance to undertake, fresh and 
morcj onerous j'esjKmsihilitics — few ollieei's woidd have had the eoiirago 
to refuse an ajijxiintment in tlie Ideld — and the (lovcj’iiment of India 
was not ignorant of his failing health, wliich Irad boon brought to their 
noticci hy an officer on the Ileacl-Qiiarter.s Stall' ; hut the Military 
Authorities in England demanded that, to removes tlie slight ])xit 
upon the, British Army by tins aiipoiirtinont of threes of(iocr,s belonging 
to the Indian Army to the jnhusipal commands in the lirsi. jdiase of 
the war, the command in Southern Afghanistan should now go to 
I’riniroacs, and to Lb'inu'ose, accordingly, it was given ; and this, 
not withstanding tluit tiiere was an alternatives choice, for G(,iTioral 
Maudo and Gonei’al Briglit, Ixoth belonging to tiio Homo Army, wines 
ready to tlieir iiand in India. 'I’o neutralize any Isad effects that 
iniglit bo expected to flow from jaitting a Avealr man in a position 
whioli called for an exceistionally strong one, tile new commander 
was given a, a exeelleut Staff -no (leiii'ral could liave. desired a liettor 
A.ssi.stant Adjutant-General tiian Major Burnett, a better Assistant 
<,iuartevma.ster-(k',neral tlxan Major Adam, a lictter Commanding 
Boyal Engineer than Lioutenaut-C'olonel Hilts — but, as the Duke of 
Wellington once ])ointed out, wlieii a similar mistaico was being per- 
petrated by Llio Indian Government of his day, tlio best of Staifs 
cannot inaite amends to an army for tins incajmeity of its Head.’ 

I “ TJus (Jovcmor-Gcmeral appoints a ('oimuandcsi'dn-Clucf to flics expedition 
tiud ‘ does so witliout foar of fiulure, althoiigli he know.s his inpapacily, as ho 
B'ays ho sends with him a gootf Adjutanl-ffeneral and a good Quartenuasiei'- 
Genoral and a good army. But he is mislaken if ho supposes that a good high- 



SIKGI<: OF KANDAMAR 


46 f 

So long as tlinro were only routine duties to perform, things wont 
sniootlily enough ; but the moment there came to he ])rc,ssing clangers 
to guard against, and decisions calling for a clear lu'ad and strong 
u Lll to take and a.ct upon, Eh'imrosc', unable to foian an independent 
judgment and surremnded hy men of ojeposing views, sided first wUh 
onc! and tlum with another, and, in the' end, tried (0 eHca])e responsi- 
bility hy leaving everything to lirooke, a num of courage and energy, 
hut of little oxperieneo or wisdom. 

The moral of the* uhole unpleasant story is tins (del one — that in 
the raaldng of appointiincnts, public! interests .should always override 
])rivate and sectional suscojetihilities ; and that whem care has been 
takem to put the be.st mc'U iu important positions, tlucy should bc'- left 
free to act on Ihoir own views of A\'hat a complicated and over changing 
sitnution may demand of tliem. With a IMott in eommand in Bouihorn 
Afghatristau, thoi'o evoulcl liavo been no e.xpeditioir i,o the Hohnancl, 
or, if an expedition to tho llcdmand, them no Maiwanel disaster and 
no sic'gc! of Kandaliar. 

Bj)irit(!cl atmy can he kepi in order by other means Ilian hy tlie nbililies and 
firmness of 11m I'oinmander-in-dldef.’ ” (Maxwell’s Life 0 / ird/hcc/fo;?, p, 21, 
sixth edition.) 



CHAPTJ'JK XXXV 

VI ensures for the Relief of Kandahar 

MATICII OF SIR FREDEUtCK ItO BURTS 

UNTJioxrriLED by fears aa to the aafoty of the L'oroo which he Icnew 
to bo k('eping a watch on Ayui) Khan’s inovcmentH, Sir Donald Stowiirfc 
spent tlic latti'i,' ludf of ilic month of July in perfecting tho arrange- 
nnuts for the withdrawal of his troops from Kaltul. A large mimlxir 
of sick and wounded soldiers and cani])-followcrs had already been 
pasKi'd on by the staging system to J’eshawai', and two batteries of 
artilk'ry, many stores, and much baggage and anmninition were on 
their way to Imlia. Tlu'i'e was no opposition to tlic retrograde 
movement, except between Jellalahad and Dakka, vlu're the rafts, 
which had again been brought into use on the Kabul Rive)’, ww'o 
fired on, and this annoyance was ])iit an end to by the oeoujiation of 
Fort Oirdah, on the left bank of that stream. 

I 

Jn continuaneo of the process of freeing ihe force at Kabul of all 
olements of weakness, a sick convoy of three hundred and iifty-one 
Europeans, in charge of Surgeon-Major J. Pleming, left, Kabul on 
the 27th of July, followed, the next day, by a second, consisti)ig of 
four hundred and ninety -three Native troops and followers under 
Surgeon-Major G. Farrell. So satisfactorily we)’e those pi'eparatory 
measures being carried out that, on the 27th, Stewart jroted hi bis 
Diary that all arrangements for making a start about the 1 0th of 
August were being completed, adding, with that enrion.s tendency to 
distrust good fortune which is so marked a feature of human nature, 

402 
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“ I can hardly believe RuiIj we are to get out of this country without 
trouble, and yot everything looka bright and piomi.sing at thia 
moment.” Next, tlay, the uewa of Hu)TO\v.s’a defeat at Mai^vand ^v^ls 
telcgraidied from Simla to Kabul, wbero it was received with deep 
anxiety and ooneern,' “ 'I’liia ia the wor.st misfortune tliat can happen 
to LIS hero," wrote Sir Donald to hi.s wife. “It i.s iinj)os.sible to .say 
how Abdur Italnnan will bike it ! ” “ 

So far as Abdu)' Ttfi,hinan was eoneemod, Stewart’s anxiety was 
soon rolioved. h'hat politic Prince had no desire to put ob.staclos in 
the way of the British retironiont fj-om hi.s kingdom, nor yet to ])lay 
into the hand,y of hi.s most formidable rival, Ayuh Khan ; so he 
continued to keep the pL'iice in the lerritcnics over which ho had 
control, and in an intLU'view with Mr, Lepel (fj’iflin showed him.self 
animat(3d by a Hinoun^ desir<' to bo on cordial term.s with the Indian 
(jovernmont. 

'Flic Britisli Bolitieal OJlieer and the Amir iuet on tlie morning 
of the .‘jlst of duly, at Zimma, about sixteL'ii miles nortli of Kabul. 
Orilfiu, who, with Stewart, had apent tlio night in Cliarlea (fough’.s 
cam]) at Killa Haji, had for liis (xscort a .squadron of the Dtli 
hancera, of the Urd Bengal Cavalry, and of the drd Punjab Cavalry ; 
bnt Gough, fearing a Ruchh'n outhimk of fanatici.sm on tlio part of 
some, of Alxliu' llaluiian'’s wild follon'ors, placed two corapanicH of 
the 4th Gurkhas in a retired spot about a mile from tho appointed 
]3lac(i of meeting, and held hi.s wliole force, which had bee,n strengthened 
by tho Cuidc Corp,s and a BickI Battery, in readinc,sy to go to the 

1 fologi'ani dated 2Htli .Inly, 1880. 

Prom Lieutenant A. JM. Muir, Kandahar. 

To Foreign Seorolaiy, Simla. 

“Tolal defeat and diBpoj'sion of General ,Biirrow.s’s Force. Heavy loss in 
b(3th nffioers and mou. Genera) IMmiwe lia,s vacated cantonments and brought 
all Ilia ti'oojia into Citadel. Officers and inou returning in small jmrtios, Wall 
has arrived. Oolouol St, John safe.” 

Repeated to Sir Donald Stewart. 

2 Lija oj Sir D. Stewart, p. 372. 
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rc'Koiie ahonkl anything untoward, orcnr. Ahdnr Ivaluiian, on his 
Bitle, a]i])oar(‘d acoomtiauiod by two or thri'c hmidrecl liorsornen and 
Kcvc'ral tlionsand fooLincn ; but tlm lattor lialti'd half a miJo ['rorn tlio 
durbar tent, which had bctn pilchcd on a hill, and stood out a cori- 
KyhououK ()))joct, cavc'fully n atclicd l>y dislriistfid British and Afghan 
oycs. 

Mr. L('pcl Ch'il'lin was very favourably impressed by tho now 
Amir, whom ho doscribod as having “ an ovooodingly inhdligent fare, 
brown <'yos, a jileasant sinih', and a fiank, onurtoons niannei- ; by far 
th(i most propoh.ses.sing of all tho llarakzai Sirdars whom f have met.” 
His conversation, too, was marked by “ good .semso and sound political 
judgment,” and though “ his oxpeotation.s were largcu' than the Indian 
Government was prepared to satisfy, he. did not pr('ss them with 
clisoourtoouH insistence.” ‘ It was Gritlin’s wish that the Amir 
.should visit Sir Donald Stowart in Gough’s eainp, and at tin' ctmclusion 
of tho intorviow he loft Mr. .1. Ghristie behind to soo it tho matter 
could b(! arranged.” There was no difficulty on tho Amir’s siclo ; 
hut, on consulting his followers, only tlu'. Kohistanis were, ready to 
giv(5 thoir consent to the proposal. The Ghilzais and otlu'i's, remem- 
boi'ing the seizure, im])ris<jxuncnt, and dc'ixortation of Yahiya IGian 
.and other Sirdars after Robtsrts’s fir, si. durbar, rvore vehemently 
opposed to their rulei' ti'usting himself within a Britisli camp, and 
swore to leave him to his fate if he persisted in his design. IJninilimnced 
by their fears, the Amir tried to ovoj'como tlioir opposition by assuring 
them that tho meeting witlr Stewart would take place on tlu'ir side 
of the ])ass which separated the two forces, thoirgh, at the same time, 

1 Afghanistan (1881), Wo. 1, p. 52. 

2 “ The mo.st proznuienl) members of my HtalT at this critical time wore Sir 
IT. Cunningham, niy Cliirf-Assistani., and Mu. Jamas Ckriatie, Head of the Secret 
IntolHgenoa Department, to whose brilliant services and ucourato knowledge 
of Afghan eliarnotor, i.Iio aooossion of Amir Abtlnr Rahman and tho peaceful 
withdrawal of our armies from Afghanistan were largely due.” (“Afghanistan 
and the Indian Ifrontior.” Article by Sir Lopol Griffin in the fortnightly Jlemiu, 
Novomhor, 1901.) 
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ho was writing jirivatoly to (F’ifKin that he was ready to come into 
Gough's eainp, irrf'speotivc; of the wishes of tlio jicoplod No donht 
ho would have becji as good as his word, had not StoAvart declined a 
visit that coidd only Is' ])aid “ by deceiving those vvlio u'cro opposed 
to it,” “ and returned to Kabul, where a dmd)lo task awaited him, 
for the Goverunu'nt of India had fallen in with his strongly held opinion 
that, in view of the physical and eliniatic dillicidtios presented by 
the Bolan route, the lioloaguered garrison of JCandahai' could be best 
relieved from Kabul, and had sanctioncal the despatch of the Force 
which ho had begun to organize withixr a few hours of Te(jeiving the 
news of Burrows’s defeat. ■’ 

Bir Donald co\dd himself have taken the command of that Force, 
bixt with singular sol [-abnegation and gencro.sity he chose as his own 
the ingloj'ious and hara.ssing dxity of eanying out th(^ (maeuation of 
Northern Afghanislan, and gave the ojxperi, unity of winning honour 
and ])opulai'ily to tlie old friend whom ho had unwillingly superseded. 
Thanks to l^aet on the one .side and loyally on the other, that .supor- 
ae.ssion had in no way disturbed the good relations long ('.'cistlng 
between Btev^art and liohcrtiS, and the two men were now ablt' to work 
together in perfect harmony.' 

1 ■’ Tf you r('ally wish ino to eoincto you irrespoclive of the opinion of the 
people, 1 am quite ready to do so. PlotvHe Ixd me know your wisliea.”— 
Ajijhanulan {18,S]), No. 1, ]). 52. 

a Life oj i^ir Donald Utemirt, ]>. .175. 

a “ Making jiroparafioii.s for sending a force to Kandahar vid Uliazni. . . , 
Evorything must give way to the luilitary neoesRities of the case.” (Ibid. p. 375, 
Diary of 29th of July.) 

* “ (IcnoralStowni't might have taken the cominnnd lijmsolf, l>ut he oonsidorod 
that he would bo doing a Roiwioo to Gonoral Roborts to give Iiiin the command, 
which ho accordingly did. Oonoral iStewarl, came to tny hut that day ami told 
me what lie had done.” (Extract from a Note by the Rov. T, ,T. L. Warntiford. 
See Sir IX Stnoart’s Lifa, p. 380.) 

Stewart’s conduct on Ihis occasion reoii 11s Outram’-s groat act of self-abnegation 
--the waiving of bis right to command the Euchuow Belief Column in favour of 
Havelock, -ft. B. II, 
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Generous in the elioicc of a eoinniander for tlie Kandaliar (’olumn, 
Stewart was equally generous in all that eonciu'ju'd its constitution 
and equipment, ft was to consist of ten Ihousaiul men, and Stcuvart 
bade Roberts ehno.se his own corps and lake all flic besl. of tb(‘ transport 
tor their use.'- 

Two conllioting eonsideialions goveijied Sir hi'ederiek Roberts 
in his choice of troops — the wish to do honour to men who had b(‘en 
with him from the beginning, and a sens(' of the wisdom of eliminating, 
as far as possible, the I’athan element from a force which wandd havo 
to operate against the Ratluin army of Ayub Khan.’ In Ihe end, 
all the regiments still at Kabul wliieh had formed jiait of his miginal 
Division, with tlu' e-.N:oeptiou of 

F-A Royal Hor.se Ariillur^', 
ft-3 Royal Arlillery, 

No. I Mountain Battery, 

07 Ih Foot, 

<.uid(‘ (‘or|)s, 

5th I’uiijab Infantry, 

' ‘28th Punjab Infantry, 

7di t'nnipany Sappers and Miners, 

were includod in the relieving cohmm, -wltich wars hroughi. u]-) to its 
allotted strength by a('lections from Gougli’s and Hills’s Bi'igaclos, 
that marched into Sherpnr, the one on the 4Lh, the other on tlio 
5th of August. 

The Horse Artillery and Field Artilltu'y werf' kd't Ix'hiutl in 
accordance with the decision that wheeled carriage .should not ac- 
company the column. Mountain guns might seem feeble weapons 
to oppose to Ayub Khan's heavy cannon — ^Sir F. Haines had doubts 
of the wisdom of trusting entirely to thorn — but Stewa.rt knew that 

1 Ho “ placed rmro.sorvcdly at Bir F. RoberlsN disposal the entire resourcios 
of tko North Afghaiiiatiin FieldForco, in transport and (’(pnpnu'iU.” ( Licutonaiit- 
Oolonel Chapman in Royal TJmted Service Magazine, 1881, Vol. XXV, No, OX, 
p. 284.) ? Ibid. p. 287. 
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inobilitiy and Ktrila’ng powor wc'n; tlic ([ualiltos nio.st I'.ssciitial to the 
relieving colnnin ; (‘\'|)cet('d once in ioiu'h wiUi Kiiiuhiliar, it 

would have the co-fjpei'ation of I’ritnrosc’p artillery ; iukI was eojiviiiced 
that no lighlhig of importance ncanl he- look(‘d for on the march, as 
the, (Ihilzais had not yet, recovt'red from their <lefeat at Ahmed Kliel, 
and Ahdnr llahiiuin had nndertaken to scaid with Iloberts an energadic 
and trustworthy Hii'diir to arrange for the eollecl.ion of Hujiplies, and 
to nominate a (lovernor foi’ (Jhazni in plaeci of Alam Khan, who, 
distnistfid of liiw new sovereign, h/i<l qiiitlerl his post and withdrawn 
to Kalnd.' 

Tho Force as finally organized was (ionsl.itnlr'd as follows : — 
f’nasONAI. SrAKK, 

Major (j. '1'. I‘l'l■(ymlul, Ai<le-dc-('iiiui). 

(jieu((‘mm(, if. iSliei'Hloii, Aide-de-ffamp. 

(!a, plain It. I’nt'-itirow, Dnh'vly Ollieer. 

(Iiiptaia (he lion. VV. 0. Itowley, Orderly Ollks'i', 

Surgenti J. K. Williainson. 

DlVl.SIONAL S'l’Ali'li’. 

Lieiiteyiaiit-CololU'l 10. F. Olmpmaii, Chief ol Uio SlalT. 

IJepuly Surgeoii-douoi'id J. Uanlyiiry, [’riiicijml Meilical Oiricor. 

Major A. K. Haikioek, I’riiioipal CoiniiiisHarial Ollieer, 

Oai)laii) A. T, S, A. Rind, Ooraintssariat Deparlment. 

LieuleniuiL-( Jolonel R, (’. how, (ihiof Oireolor of Trausjyort. 

tiipLain W. A. iVyiiler, 'I’ranaport Uepaiinient. 

Major 0. .A. Oorliam, Oepuly .(iidge-Advoeate-t tenoral. 

Jlajor 0, Oowie, OoinmiHHary of Ordnance. 

fjientonimt W. 0. 8niall, in elnwge of Field Treiisnre OUeal. 

Ryworend >1. W. Aflani.s, (Ihaplain Olnircli of Englanrl. 

Rewerend (1. W. Mniison, IVcshytovian (Ihajilain. 

Very Reverend Fulher (1. Browne, Roman OatUolie ('furplain. 

PoiirriOAr, S'CAPK 

Major Pj. (t. 15. Hastings, (lliiof Political Officer. 

Onptain .1. W. Ridgeway, AsMistant Political Officer. 

Major 0. B. Euan Hmitli, Assistant Political Ollloer. 

Major M. Protlioroo, AHsistant Political Officer. 


1 Afglianislan (1881), No. 1, p. 53. 
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TvOV^r. Rl^dlNMKLlS. 

(JoloiM'l yH. I’i'rkiiisi, ('onimaiidin}'. 
LidulonaiiL 'P. I‘. (Utlior, Ailjiilmil. 


PviiYAr. Aii.tm.i,kuy. 

Colonel A, (’. ,y<iliiiHim, ('(immaiulmg. 

Ijioulciiani H. A. BiimiHliiic, Orilcrly Ollici'r, 

Captain If. Pipon, Adjiitaal. [loyal Ai'lilli'ry. 

BA’ITJOIlIJilH. 

(1-8 [loyal Aitillory (Mounlidii Padciy), Majof 'P. (Irahnin. 

11-0 Hoyal Aitillory (Moiiiilidn llaltcry), Mnjoi' .1. IM. l)(jiialaH. 
No. 2 iMoniUaiii liaKory, Alajoi (f. Swinloy. 


CVVAIAIV lUltOMJP. 

Hj'ifr.ulic'i'-Geiioml Uiij<li (ioiifil), foiumandina. 

CaiAaiu TT. B\in\lcy, Ovdarly 0(lic('v. 

Lk'utcnant. M. (), LiUlo, (kalorly Odicor. 
fiapiain J. P. Brahazoii, lirlfiado-Majoi'. 

Maior H. A. Combe, Deputy AKsiataid tJmu'lei'innMli'rdkmeval. 
Captain P. dull, Bield Enfiineof. 
iSm'geoii-Majnr R. Lewei. 


Ropmi’iid. 

Olli Tjancei'.'i, Liontonaid.-Colonel 11. A. nnsliman. 

3tcl Bengal ('avaliy, [jientenaiil-( Vdonel A. 11. 1). Mnekenzie. 
.‘ii’d Punjab Cavaliy, Majoi' A, Vivian. 

Central India tlomo, Bievvtenant-l 'okumi (1. Martin. 


Division Ar, Staff of TNiAANTiiy Divt.sion. 

Majoi’-Gonoral J. Eos.s, Coiumantling. 

Capiiiin J. D. Miuisol, Aido-dc-Cami). 

Lieutenant A, Davidson, Orderly Offioor. 

Liontonant tlie Hon. M. (L Talbot, Orderly Offleor. 
Lieutenant F. B. Longo, Orderly Olfine.r. 

Major 0. do C. Morton, AsRistant Adjntant-Oonoral, 
Major R. G. Kennedy, Assistant QuartBi’mastor-Oenoral. 
Deputy Sni’geou-Goiioral J. Bldn. 
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1st iNli-ANTliy llltKiAUK. 

l(inoi'al 11. 1'. iM.iepliorhOii, (lomiuundiug. 

JaihiIuiiuiiI. Ji. H. E. ( 'liilrlet'.s. Orderly OKu'ct. 
fliipliuii 11,. hi. (). Jiirvis, lirigiulo- Major. 

C'aiitnin A. 1). M'Oiogor, Dc'imly A.ssisLiiii(, Qiiarti.'i'masl,(!r-Cli'nor!ii. 
(Jn])liiiii R. P. 'L'lekrll, h'ield Engineer. 

Siii'geon-Miijor jS. B. Roe. 

Burgeon-Major W. Idiidon. 

Ucjbnenl,''. 

92ncl lliglilandor.s, Lieut onanl-Oolonel O. IT. I'lirkor. 

2;frd Pioneers, Lieutouant-Oolonel 11. (JolloTL 
i^ltli Pimjal) Infantry, Colonel IL B. Norman. 

2nd tiurkhas, LiouLenaut, -Colonel A. Ball, ye. 

2ni) Inji'antuy Bmoade. 

Jlrigadiur-Cleiieral T. 1). Baker, Conunaiiding. 

Captain I\l. N. (1. KaiU', Orderly Ollioer. 

Ca[)tain W. C. Harwell, Brigade- Major. 

Lieutenant P. '1'. N. HiiraU, Deputy Ausistuiit OuartermuBtor-Oenui'al. 
Captain 'W. (t. Nieholson, h’ield Engineer. 

Surgeon-Major (I. W. M'Nalty. 

Burgeon-Majo); (J. A. Atkins. 

ItiyviH'iitfi. 

72nd llighlauderH, Liouteniint -Colonel P. Browulow. 

2nd Siljlis, Bieutoiiant-Colonel J. .1. Boswell. 

;)rd iSikhs, Lieutenant-Colonel 0. Noel Money. 

.7th GurkluiH, Lieutenant, -Colonel A. Pitzllugh. 

.‘liiiJ Ikii’Antuy Brioadb. 

Brigadier-Oencral C. M. Maogregor, (Join inand lug. 

Captain 11. M‘L. IhitohiiiBon, Orderly Ollioer. 

(.laptain 11. Chalnior, Brigade-Major. « 

Captain A, (husuleo, Deputy AsBistant (Juarterma,Bter-Gonoral. 

Captain M, C. Brackoubuiy, Picld Engineer, 

►Surgeon-Major C. C, Ghosnoyo. 
iSurgoun-Major 13. 0. Markoy. 

JluyinieiUs. 

2 " 00 th WlleB, Lioutenanl.-Colonol J. < 1 . Collins. 
iStli iSikiit), Lieutonanl-Colonol G. LI, HenneaMy. 
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'Ith (Jiii’kiias, Licul (‘limit -(!olon<‘l F. K. [Iciwci-oft. 
iirith Funjiil) Infantry, Colonol J. W. rrogf'iin. 

'roliil Mti'iiJigtli ; 274 lirtliHli ndlcors, 2,ri(l2 Itrilish non-comniisfiidiH'd dllirora 
,111(1 nu'ii, 7,1,71 I4ativ(‘ (illicciK, non commisnioiicd oIUcoim, and lucii,! 7,820 
('ailip-tollo\v(MS,i! and 18 f;iinn. 


A ,s(‘a,rohin,(r riicdical (.'Xiimination wock’cl out from tlu- tibovc 
rorp.s every nuin who did not coino iiji to a liigh standard of health 
tuid ,sti'L‘iist]i, and tlio yealo of hagf^ago and tents wtis rediieod to a 
niiniiiinm.'' 'I'hc trausport, clio.scn with tnpial care, inclnsive of 
canhigo for foot.soro soldiers and followers, consi,st(‘d of eight thon- 
sand two hnndred and fifty -live ponies, nnde,s, ;ind donkeys ; tlic 
only camels being si.v assigned to the, service of the hospifah* Tho 
orojis having been just harvested, and the, presence of tlie Amir’s 
deiiuty ensuring that there would he eonpiaiutively little difliculty 


1 Tdiiil of all ranks, 11,1187. 'I’lu'se ligni’cs were Hiilmerpiently Hliglitly iiiei'casucl 
by the dlHcliargo ol sick men from liospUal. {(’lupinian.) 

(Sir [loiinld IStewart in his march from Kandahar to Kabul in (he spring of 
the hiiTne year had only 7,2-lS) of all ranks. See, Chni])t('r XXVI.-- -11. B. J-1. 
a ti,,')7{i pulilic and 1,244 private followers. 

1 British soldiers were each alknwd for kit and ciinni e(]nipage, inolndiiig 

great(joat and waterproof HO lbs. 

Nativo soldiei s 20 ,, 

ruhlie, and jirivate foJhiwors . . . . . . 10 ,, 

Kacii European otheor 1 mide. 

Kvery eight oiliccr.s fur incBS 1 i, 

Kuch Native officer ........ HO llm. 

Each (Slalf-officer for office pui'pose.s HO ,, 

I Afghan ponies, h.'ibO ; Indian ponies, 1,244; tnidoa, 4,510; and donkeys, 

012 . # 


“ To enable General Roberts’s Division to move on Kandahar with pony 
and nmlo tranapori only, the rogimenta wore supplied with the inules of General 
Hills’s Division, which roeeivod camels in their place. Tiio Kabul General 
Ttanspori also contributed pack anunala, thoroughly o(iuip]icd, with the best 
saddles , . . leaving me . . . with the refuse, that is ponies and yabues, ivliieh 
had been recently for the most part received from the inllrmary, and had not 
had time to recover condition.” (Report by Major Charles Hay tor, Dirootor 
Kabul Transport, dated 2nd Sepitember, 1880.) 
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in gcfci.ing the poojilc to pari with a ])()riioii of tlioir Hiore, tlic only 
supplies cai'i'icd were — 


LAjk BaiTisii Tiiool’s. 


Bic.wl pSIiiIl for f) cJi'iyh . 

I’k'hui ved Veff(i(ahk‘S loi 15 rlnya 
Ten, sugai', n.iK for ,‘{0 clays 
Rum IW oO (Leys 


I In IkuidK ol victualling Agent. 


t’oR N-CTIV 35 'I'ltooes ANJ) RoUIiOVV lOlW. 


Rlour for .5 day.s ..... 
Rlial and halt lor ;i() days . 

Kiglit issues of rum for Hpirit-clrinkiug nnsi. 



In roginiontal ehurge. 


In addition, the Force took wilJi it a, ten days' supply of .slieop for 
Jij'itiali, and foui' is.sues I'or Native troops, witli l.wenty per cent, to 
spare. A small (|uantity of lime juice, pea souj), and tiimod meat 
was in charge of the (lommi.ssariat ofKocvr accompanying each Brigade.' 
But if the amount of food stud's deemed essential was small, the 
ipnintity of amuninition taken vvas, under the circuinstancos, large, 
namely, two luaidred rounds of small ammunition for every Infantry 
soldier- -seventy rounds carried liy each man, thirty in reserve, and 
a hundred in the Field Bai'k — and for eae.li Mountain Battery, five 
hundred and forty rounds, made up as follow.s : — 


(lommon shell 
iJoubk) shell 
Bhiujuiel shell 
iStar slioll 
Case shod 


2fii 

GO 

144 

24 

48 


and thirty rounds per gun in the Field Park." 

1 Boport hy Major A. R. Badcoek, T'rinejpai Coramibsariat Officer, iiabul- 
ICaiidahar Field Force. iSnmo .5,000 sheep woi'e jiureliasod un the marcli. 
(Fortij-Um I'cnrH in India, Vol. Ik !>. 341.) 

At any otlier Hcafion of the year a much larger aiiiouiit of supplies, baggage, 
and tent oipupago must liavo been oarried ; and, probably, double the 
number of transport animals would have been roguired. — li. B. Il- 
s Fmiy-Ona Yeai'H in India, Vol. II. p. 344. 
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Thanlca to BoIioi'Ih’s and (!!hii])itian's energy anti knowledge, every 
detail of the e(|ui))inent of the Kandahar Boliei Cohmm was completed 
in little more Ilian a tvt'ek ; and on Sunday, the Rtli of August, tlio 
troops coin])o,slng it turned tlieir backs on the city and cantonment 
wlioi'e many of them Imd sjient tlic most eventful montlis of their 
lives, and entered on the march which was to make their Commander’s 
J'oputation. The Logar Valley route had been scdccte.d in junfoi’ence 
to the Hhortor j'oad running through the lo,ss fertile Maidan Valley, 
and the Cavalry Brigade pushed on to Charasiab ; tho First and 
Third Brigades, with whicli were Kir Krcdorick lloborts and hi,s Staff, 
halting at J3on-i-Hi.ssar ; and the Kcoond at Jndahi. In the afternoon, 
Sir Donald Stewart rode out to Roberts ’h camp to bid bim farewell 
and to take his last look at the ti'oops, whose atipearance must have 
fillod him with tho satisfaction of knowing that, so far as circumstances 
would permit, it was a thoroughly well-organized force that he was 
sending out to carry deliverance to the liard-iu'essed garrison of 
Kandahar, and few but his own immediate Ktaif hncAv what Haerifiooa 
he had made to ensure its efficiency.' 

With ihoso saorificos Ktowart’s I'esponsibility for this portion of 
the army which had been under bis command since the beginning 
of May came to an end, for both he and the Viceroy had given Roberts 
a free liand. On one point only was the poiver of the Oonunauder 
of the Kabul-lvandaliar Korco resti'ictcd. J'Tdly dotennined that 
there should ho no repetition of the executions and destruotiou of 
villages which had brought disgrace on the British occupation of 
Kabul, Lord Bripon withheld from Roberts and his political officers 
all jurisdiction over the Wall’s mutinous soldiers and rebellious subjocta, 

i “ I am giving Bobs nine rcgiuienta of Infantry, wliilo I had only soveii ; 
and ho well have threo JSuropoan reguuentB of Infantry to iny two, and the i)tl\ 
Lancers in addition. Ho will also have two Gurkha and two KikU rogimeubs ; 
BO Ms force in lighting x^ower Avill be nearly twioo as strong as my Division, 
good though it was. Still, it is only fair to give him tho best of everything, 
and risk as little as xioBsiblo.’' (jS’ir Donald iil&wart's Life, p. 376.) 
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and gave, tlie lonnei' di.slinotly io iiiidersl and tliaf. ho iulihI conGnc 
liiin.snlf to the dinjjoi'Hal of Uiomo iiotually in anns against the Ihiliah 
Cioverninoni. 

yir !). Ntcwait’a oxia'ctaiion iiiat the* jucinory of Uicir defeat at 
Ahmed Khcl vvoidd keep the (fhilzai.s (juiet, jn'ovod Avell-foundcd/ 
and thanlcB to the exertions of the Ainij’'.s oflioial, Sirdar Mahomed 
Azir Khan, ^v}lo accompanied the force to Giia/.ni, Roberts, np to 
that i^oint, iiad none of i/hc ordinary supply ditHeuItics to contend 
with ; yet, notwithstanding these advantages, the arduous nature of 
the undertaking on \vhich lie and bis lro()]}s embarked soon became 
apparent. 'I’lio days were vei'y hot, the nights bitttu-ly cold ; ” the 
marobos long, with the oxco])tiou of the first, as \vill bo seen from the 
following tablo : — 


Isr iS'i’ACi'i. 


Mal'ch i, 

August Htb. 

iShcipur to JU‘ii-i-JJis,sdr 

0 

ll. 

„ Dili. 

hen-i-Hi.MHar (d Zaiilabad . 

Hi 

„ :b 

„ UHli. 

Zaidabad to Zargaii IShahr . 

J.i 

„ •!. 

„ Hill, 

Zargan iShalir (u I’adkan Hozim . 

Jlii 

„ /). 

„ liilli, 

I’ailkao Roy, ail to Amir Ivilla 

JOl 

„ li. 

„ lIlUi. 

Ainir Jvilla to 'Jidda . , 

hi" 

7. 

„ Mth. 

'J'akia to iSlmsligao 

J7 

8. 

„ Ifitb. 

(SliaBligao to GUay.iii 

hii 



Total Distauco . 

JOjll 


Daily Average uiilca. 


Water wa.s often searce, and, tkuugli thero was no lack of food, the 
eamj)-followei',s, fropuontly on foot by li.30 a.ni., wore too tired out 
in the evening to cook their rations, and just kept thomHclve.s alive 

t “ 'liiiH fact made the march of Hir Froderiuk Jioborls'a force — uiimolosled 
ew rouk- -d oortainty.” (Unnural (Jhapman. Heo, Life, of liiir 1), iHkwnrt, p. a;jG.) 

2 “ Tlio niglits, oven in August, wore at this olcvatiou bittoiiy cold, and the 
cavalry, Avho nun'clied about 5 a.ui., wore cloaked uj> to the lirst tlu'oe or four 
hours.” (Leaves from the Diary of a tfoUlter, by Lleutcmuit-Gciioral Sir M, G 
Gerard, ft.C.B., p. !i98.) 
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oil raw (lour or Indian corn,' wlillKi ilic doscrLion of I, ho Afghan drivci'H 
imposed nuoxpoeded work iij)on tlu’ troops, many of w4iom, after 
month, H of iimctiou, were in poor condition for luird uiarohing.' Heat, 
thir.st, imj)roj)cr food, irregular incnl.s, and ilMitting boots, soon 
produced their natural results — dyB|)ej)sia, bilious vomiting, dianiuea, 
.sore feet — and, as men and followers fell out, (he .strain on the, dlioolie- 
boarers, always a weak part of an Jndian Army'.s equipment, grow 
ever greater.'' 

The order of marcli was iniieli the same from day to day. The 
reveille sounded long before daylight and the troojis wu'i'o in motion 
before 4,30 a.m., .somotiincs carlu'r.' Two Cavalry regimenis, live 
or six. mile.s in advaneo of the main body, led ttui way, strotohing 
acro.sH whatever valley they might hi' jias.sing throiigli, and earofiilly 
searching every inch of ground for a jiossildo hkkk'n foe, 'J'hcn 
follosved tw'o infantry llrigades with the Artillery ; behind these 
came the baggage, Hanked by the two remaining Cavab'y regimc'ntii — 
the Central Indian Ifonsc .sent up from the line of comnumications 
joined the Division at Zaidabad — and the, 'rinrd Jnfanti'y Ib’igude, 
witli a squadi'on of cavalry attached, brought uji the rear. Each 
afternoon ii party, tiommanded by an olUcer, went out from the, new 
encamping ground to rocoimoitre four or five, mile.s aiiead. 

1 “ 'riieao remarks equally apply to the Gurkhas, who al.so cook their own 
food. To this dopj'iviition may ho ascribod a largo aniuunt oC lliu mollieioncy 
resulting from dysiiepsia and bowel affeotioiis.” (Deputy Hnrgoim-General 
Hanbury’.s Diary, Appendix .No, V., Army Meilica’ lU'port [or ]H7'd, Vol. AXl.) 

2 Ibid. 

3 “ One of the weakest points of a force ojiernfing hi India is at all times 
tho siok carriage, composed of dlioolic-bearers, and outlie occasion of (lie .Itabul- 
Kandahar march this was a special source of anxiety, owing to tho strain to 
which the dhooliH-beaiorH had been subjected.” (Special Rojiorfc by Surgeon- 
General T. Orawford. Sec Apiiendix JSTo. III., Army Ilcdirai ReynH [or 1880, 
Vol. XXU.) 

< “ Up at 3. Off at 4. This is a mistake. 'Clio animals get loaded in the 
dark and arc loaded badly, and practically at 4 you cannot ace an iuoh, bo you 
do not really get off till 4.30.” (Mawjrajor, Vol. II. p. 240.) 



MEASURES JA3R Rl^LIKE OF KANDAHAR 475 

The Zanibunilt I’asH, whicJi was d'OiSsed on the sixlli tlay, was 
tlui only serious physical obstacle met with between Kabul and (lliazni. 
The mountain over wliich it lujis rises some tifteen hundred — some 
authoiities say ('ighteen hundred — feet above tlu' valley units northei'n 
side, and is vei'y stee]), the gradient in many plaees one; in four. To 
cross it under tlio most favourable cireum.stances woidd be no light 
matter for an army, l)ut eoming at tlio end of a ten-milo march under 
a Hcorcliiug sun it broke tlown many of the t.ransjiort animals^ and 
their driveu's, most of whom had to wait for hours at its foot for tlieir 
turn to enter upon the ascent,' — the path was so narrow tliat tho 
cavah'y hatl to tu'oss in simile file, olticors and num alilrc leading tlieir 
horses— and tho whole ojieration was so slow that the Nccond Brigade, 
uhieli u'as on rear-guard duty, had to bivouack on scanty rations, 
as its Louis and baggagi; could not bo got over till llie next niorning. 

d'he sevu'uth march oll'ei'cd ample compensation for tho fatigues of 
the sixth, for the (Hi inaK Valley, on (he soid.hern side of the Zandmrak 
Pass, was fouiul lo be rieli in vegetables and fruit — grajius and melons -- 
and wliat was of evtm greater value to thirsty men and boasts, it 
possessed an abundant sujiply of good water. ■’ TTiat evening at 
iSliashgao, for the first time, th<‘ whole Divi.sion enenmped close together 
on the extensive jilaiu tliat lies at the fool, of tho Blier-i- Dalian 
Pass, the path across which, always easy, had been greatly imiiruvcd 
by Stewart's engineers.' Next day, the 15th of August, the troojis 


1 “ ft must bo romeinbercd vvhiil a truiisport aniinal has to go through. It 
is laden up iii tho dark, wlion it oiuinot iiossibly be taken out of oamp and watered ; 
it possibly (toes not roach eaiup till late in the atternoon, having had its load 
on. its back from 10 lo 1C hoiirs, and these hours ooiiiprising all tlie heat of the 
day.” (Jlopoi't by bioutouatit-Colonel R. 0. Low, tlhiof Diroetor of Tiansport, 
dated Kandahar, 6th Bopteniber, 1S80.) 

a Duke’s l.h’CoUeHiims, j). ‘M'Z. •' Hanbiiry’s Diaiy. 

' “ Tho iShoi'-i-Dahaii might, from its iianio (tho lion’s mouth), be expected 
to bo very formidable, whereas it is ono of tho easiest in Afghanistan. 'I’he rise 
from tho Sliiiahgao plain to the .Kotal is only four hundred feet, and is so gradual 
that it is Hctu'cely notieeablo.” (Ilonsinan, p, 478.) 
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doHccaidc'd into a Laud of pl('id.y. Far as tho oyc could reach hclda 
Mere green with thick oro|)K of Indian corn and liicemc ; ancient 
orchards Kurmimded the villages with belts of foliage, and in the 
numerous vineyfU'ds the vines were heavy with graix-s of wonderful 
size and llavuur/ The passage of the mountain had begun at 4 a.m., 
and at D.IU) the leading Brigade arrived hol'oro (lhazni, 'I'ho people 
showed no signs of hostility, and when Roberts appeared, tho (Governor 
canni out and tendered him tlu‘ Iceys of the gat(!s ; but tho liritish 
Commander prudently posted guards inside sind outside the city 
u’alls to prevent any collision between the troops and the inhabitants, 
and to <'nsure the jirompt (ixe.cutioii of his demand for snpjilies, in 
tho collection of wliich Ikj had, for tho last time, the assistance of the 
Ai'ghair olUcial, for, boyimd (Uuv/.ui, Abdur Itahman’s authority did 
not as yet extend. 

•No nows oitbor from Klielat-i-Cihil'/,ai r>r JCandirhar awaited ilohcrts 
at (fhaziii, and in his igiroranco (d tlic fate of tJus t^vo garrisons, ho 
did not fool justified in granting Ids Force so much as a day’s rest at 
tho end of tho first .stage of its long jnareh ; but iio did lii.s Lost to 
mitigate tho sufl'oring.s of the many sick and footsore follower, s by 
authorizing Colonel Low to purchase foj' their use all tho donkeys 
he could lay hands on. 

The second stage of the advance from (Jhazni to Kholat-i-(fhilzai 
wa.s again divided into eight marches, tliough tho distance traversed 
was longer by thirty-two uiilc.s. 


Maruh 0. 

August loth. 

TABUi OF t}ND S'I'AOJS. 

(fhazni to yarglialta . 

. 20 inik’s. 

„ 10. 

„ ]7th. 

Yai'ghalla to Ghardch 

. 12 ., 

„ 11. 

„ 18th. 

Uhardoh to Ivarez-i-Oba . 

. lOjf ,, 

M lA 

„ loth. 

Kartjz-i-Oba to Alulcur 

. 14 „ 


1 “ A donkey load, made ux) of two ku'ge boskois, oaoli weighing 40 or GO lbs., 
coat us oidy three rupees (6 shillings) . . . though xiriuea rose enormously as 
tho clay wore on.” (Hensman, pp. 478, 479.) 



MEASURES FOR RELIEF OF KANDAHAR 477 


iMai'C'li 1,‘) 

14 
„ in 
n JO 

'l’o(iil DiHlaiicc . . 

D.iily Ayi'i'.t^c IflJ milcH. 


/VuruhI 20lh, Miikiir to ('hasina-i-l’iiujak . 21 miles 

,, 21sl. (*liasma-i-I’anj<ik to flajiu . . 18 ,, 

„ 22n(l. (kijai to Habi Kazai . . . 101 ,, 

„ 2;ir(l. liaba KiiZiU to Kiic'lal-i-tlhils'.ai . JOJ „ 


A few iiiiloM outwiebi (iha/.jii all .signs of cultivation and human 
habitation coaHod, and the troops ouiored on a ^vaste, covered ndth 
oatticl-thorn Kcriib and inter.secU'd by det'p ravines.' TJu! hot, Iuoho 
.sa.nd Imrned and sUjtped under fool, and though the men niarclicd, 
for the most ])art, without ae.coutrcnien ts, and all, wIk) ct)uld, wallfccl 
and rodf' Ity turns, one animal doing duty for three, mon, many foil 
oui..'* 'Powards evening a blinding dust-stoiun sju’ang up, \shioh ho 
dehtyod the Brigade oir rear-guard duty that it did not reach itw 
onoamjiin,g ground (,ill !) p.m., by which time the men had botsn .seven- 
teen liours uirdor arms.'’ TIuk trying inarch bj’okci down many men 
and animalK — at its close more donkeys had to be purchased— and it 
added to the heavy duties of the medical oiliocra attached to the 
Hold hoHjiitida, who.sc) business it \va.s to examine every morning all 
wlu) roj)ort()d themselvea .sick, d('eide who could, and who could not, 
bo left to trudge along afoot, and sec that suitable transport was 
ju’ovided for every non-offcct.ive — all this in darknes.s and bitter cold. 
Idle work of the cavalry also greiv heavier from Ghazni onward, s, 
for a.s l.he iSirdar Mahonmd Aziz Khan, the Amlr’.s agent, was no longer 

1 llciiHinan, p. 488. 

* “ hlvoiy bftggiigo animal that eoukl bo so iitili/pd was employed in aiding 
tbo weary and footsore and in bringing thoni Into camp, but tlio apathy of despair 
led many a worn-out, man of the Native following to rofnao all exertion, and the 
duty of the roar-guard in pressing forward the stragglers was often arduous and 
painful.” ((Jliapman, p. 296.) 

“ IJf late the troops of cavalry forming the rear-guard have quartered the 
ooiiniry like beaters at a l.igor hunt, and tlio sloeping Mmrs have been rudely 
awaliotietl and brought along.” {[ienaman, p. 48/5.) 

a Kanbury's Diary. 
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with the Foi'C(', aiul RohoriH woiikl nol. peniiii. luiy ii’ouoliinii; cm liis 
i'cs('i‘v(‘ of supplies,' the flnukiiig I'egiiiiciits luul to go J'ai' and wide, 
rating into side vall<>y.s, ransaekiug d('seiied villages in search 
of the people's earefully Iridden stores of grain, and, when nin'artlied, 
lading them on tlu' three oj' four hundred animals by w'hieh they 
were accompanied. ’ 

On the 17th of Angnst, llie Division crossed the hatth'-fiedd of 
Alimial Khel, vvlunv' a shrine, raised to the memory of elev('n hundred 
“ martyrs,” |)roved that Sir D. Stewart had not ov^m'-estimati'd the 
(Ihil'/ai lo.ss(>s in that hard-fought -action; and Iho same day, his 
foreboding, s as to the retribution which would overtakrs the Hazaras 
as soon as lu' and his force had jiassod out of sight, received lull con 
finn-ation,' for near Oluirdr-h, the second march out of Oliazni, the 
cavalry came upon a fortified JIav.ara village, tlu' walls and roofs 
of which were crowded with nnai, women, and ehildren. Some of 
the, men came, into camp and reported that the ])laee had lieen Itesicgcd 
by the Afghans ever sineo Oeneral Stewai't's ch'parturo from (Uiaziii, 
and that they wore expecting fo be starved out and ]mt to the sword, 
From this fate they w'cro now saved, for, undiw the temporary pro- 
tection afforded them by Roberts’s Force, the whole pof)iilation fled 
that evening, and the inhabitants of f'hardeh jiromjitly burned down 
their abandoned honso.s. Whothcr the f iigitiv'-es found permanent safety 

1 “ Our plan hour tlio liivst \v.ms, if po.ssible, novel' lo Ireiieh on the rc, servo 
of alta -and .sheep, and to buy ghee, grain, -xnd lonige for the day’s consumption. 

. . . On one or two occasions wo had to use a portion of our resorvo, hut at other 
places wo made up for it again . . , and on no ocoiision lliroiighout the march 
was a reduced issuo of either atta or moat made.” (Report dated Kandahar, 
18th ftoptninhor, 1880, hy Major A- R,. Badcoek, Principal Commiasariat Offie,ci'.) 

2 Leaves from the Diary of a ftoldier and Hparlsmnv, by Hir Montagu GoriU'd, 
p. 291). 

■I “ Active hostilities had boon proceeding for somo months botwixt, the 
two partie.s ; the Shiahs (Hazaras) being aecuBed ainongut other things of burning 
alivo all the wounded Afghans left on the field after the fight a1, Ahmed Kliel.” 
(Ibid.) 
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amr)ng Uio lo wliiuli ihoy luid I'eiivod may bi' doubtrd, fo)' tliero 
was )i,biiiuliui(j ovidenco n<“xt day that Afglian vengcaneo coidd follow 
ilu'tn up. “ Being on Hanking duty,” writes Sir Montagu Clerard, 
in his Lciiv<‘s from, the Dior;/ of a Soldier, “ on the day we niarohed 
fr(nn AlvnU'd Kind, iind the a])urs of tlio mountains being open and 
undulatiiig, we were able to penetrate some miles into Karabagli 
(Ifa'/ara t(‘rritory). Nc'vei' did I sec such a scene of desolation, and 
the di'vastation was a])pArontly of very I'l'cent date, '['here was the 
mai'k of fire and sword everywhere, not a roof -tree left to a ]lom(^stea(l, 
not till' trace of a living ensituro, and e.ven the fruit tn-es wei'e barked 
or c\d, down.” 

The (light of the Hiv/.ara villager, s had unpleasant conso(pienc(;a 
for the h'oroe, for many of its drivers belonged to (hat tribe, and 
these nnm, unable to rc'sLst so favonrabk'. an opportunity for d('serting, 
joined their kinsfolk and disapjx'ared with them. The same day, 
the UJ'ge.nt need of additional trans])ort nearly led to a fight with a. 
patdy of Boniudahs, (ho groat Afghan trading tribe. ^ These men 
had with them a hundred and fifty eanuds, which the transport 
doiiartmeut iusish'd on purchasing and, in the end, took by force, the 
owners having tnrnwl the creaf.nnis loose and hidden their saddles.’ 
Along the lino of adNUineo from (Ihaxni (;o Midcur there, v'a.s hardly 
any wafiCT or forage, and the. variations of tempetakwe were very 
great ; ‘ but at (ho latter ]daco the Force struck the source of the 
Turnak, and from thence, for several marches, the extroinos of heat 
and cold were less marked, and the road, which followed the river, 

t Page SOO. 

'■1 “ They sell to the lii.KurioUH Maliomeclans at Dellii the dried fruits of Bok- 
hara, and Iniy iil. Oaloiitta .Riiglish calico and inuslin for the soft haroraa of Tloraf, 
and the savage tribtn of Tnrlcostiui.” (Sir Ohautas Macgrogui'.) 

» thwsman, p. 489, 

* “ 'I’lie variations of temperature (nt tlnios as much as eighty degrees between 
day and night,) wa.s most trying to Ike troops, who Inul to enuy the same clothes 
whether the thermomelor was at freezing point at dawn or at IKP Fahn at 
pxid-dH.y,” (l?orty-Oiw Years in hwlia, Vol. -II. p. 349). 
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ran Uirougli fk'lds of .siantling Indian C(trn, tiic iLoada of wliicli wore 
an (!Xf‘(dl('id) Hubaliitidc for flour, and Uu- siidlcH for lia^o' Rnol was 
Roiiroc' ('vc'T'y wlu'i'c', and ai juany plaeoa hoiiso.s liad to l )0 yidlod down 
for fhc'wood ; iuul I'von fliin houi’cc of Hii|)]ily failc'd at, times, as near 
some of the ('ii(iaiii[)ing grounds tliere wore no villMges to disjnanLlo.“ 

Between Karez-i-Oba and <'liaHina-i-Panjah tiie fhre(‘ Infantry 
Brigades moved abreast, their tlaiiks ])roteet('d by tJu' Cavalry- 
Marohing was comparatively easy in this open country, and though 
tho number of inolTectivos continued to inorcsse— tlu- daily avs'rago 
on tlu' sick-list fi'om Ghazni onwards was five Irundrcd and fifty 
fighting nuui and from a hundred and fifty to two hundred followers ' — 
the ailmonts w'oro mostly trivial -sore and blistered feet,' diarrlm'a, 
and sun fovor, or fatigue, [)ure and sim])lc. 

At Chasma-i-ranjak iSir h'redcu'ick itobcsi'ts rceeived his first nows 
from Southern Afghanistan, and the ne.ws, so fair as it went, uuis good. 
Colonel Ta.micr wu'otc that tho country round Khelat-i-Ghilzai was 
quiet and he and his trooi)s safe and well, hut he gave no infoi'uiation 
as to the state of things in Kandahar. .Nc.\t day, however, at Hhalijui, 
wlioro hcliogmphie communication with Klielat m'us established, he 

1 Liputpriaut-Colonel IjOw’s and Major Bartcock’a Reports. 

- “A fair ])rioo was invariably jaiid for tlio wood, and it was found lluit 
tlio inhalntants weie, fur the ino.st purl, rvilling to soli their lioimas.” (Chapman, 
p. 291}.) 

As a rule fow of tho owners were jiresont to be eoimiiltod, and pooplo wiHi 
ivintor at hand do not willingly submit to tbeir bou.sos beiiip; strippod of their 
roofs, cspeeially where material for ro-roofing is .soarcp. — fl. B, II. 

Deputy Suj’geon-Oonoral llanbury’.s Ropoit. 

'■ “ Probably a. wovse-sbod army never took the field. Tho nimnnnition 
boot, made ot raw material, and of very Indifforeut workmanship, loae.s shape 
and turns over at the heel on one side or the other, after a fow days’ hard marching, 
and simpfiy impedes progress. The Native shoo, with ilB witlc-open month and 
narrow-pointed toes, Hceina ingeniously contrived to oripplo and blister. ... I 
am of opinion, taken all round, the wide-aolod ammunition hoot is best adapted 
for both European and Native troop.s, but the material and worknumHhi}) must 
bo improved, and decided attention to fitting is demanded.” (lhid,l 
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reported that Primrose iiad made a sortie in wliidi numy officers and 
men had Ix'cn killcil, hnt that the franison was in good healtli and 
spirits, in no straits for food Cor men and followers, and had sufficient 
forage in hand for all animal, s to hold ont till the arrival of a relieving 
force ' sliould iv'opon the country to its foragers. 

d’ho letter containing this information written by Major Adam 
on the 17th of August, Colonel Tanner placed in Itoberts’s bands 
on the day of the hitler’s arrival at Khelat. It gave a full and 
unvarnislied account of the sortie ; but the writer followed up his 
admission of its failure by a passage which satisfied the General that 
the garrison was in no immediate danger, and decided him to give 
his troops a w(dl-ca7'ned day’s rest. “ The. enemy,” so Adam wrote, 
“ must, however, have ,secn that wo have more fighting power in us, 
and wo iward that tiro rogrdar regiments nnder Aynb would not tnvn 
ont to reinforce tho village, so that an efl'oct has boon produced 
and tho morale of our troops hero is still good, d’he enemy hero, 
I fancy, tx'gin to think the game Is up, and if they mean to assault 
they must do so within a day or tivo. Wo are very secure ; tho 
buildings round tlio -walls have been mosLl}^ cleared away; abattis 
of tj'oos, wire ontangleinont, ehovaux-de-frise, travor.soB, flank de- 
fence, s, blue lights, shells, small mines in drains — all have been got 
ready ; and if they do attack, it will be at a groat lo.ss of life to 
them.” 

Hir Ji\ Hoberts had been given no instructions as to the abandonment 
or retention of Kbelat, and, being free to use ids own judgment in 
tlio matter, he decided to withdraw the garrison, which ho found to 
be. ofpiipjiod with all needful transport ; and as the Governor, Shorindil 
Khan, deolinod to remain after the departure of the British troops, 
he handed back tho fortress to Mahomed Kadik Khan, a Ghilzai 
Cliiol, who was its Governor when occupied by fciir D. Stervart in 
January, 1879. 


1 Sir Ih Boberta’a Bospatoh. 
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'riiaiikw (o Uic Kbi'dng powilioti and suh.stantiial dcifcuwH of Kliolai- 
idJliilziii, it wonld pi'obably havo boon aido to htancl iigaiiist any 
aitaclv wbicli might bti nuido upon it ; bni. Colonol h'aimoi'’s troojiK 
woi’o far k)o low to admit of his taking titc oifonsive slioidd Ayulj 
Kliaii attempt to slip past him by tho Argandab ronio, lying sotiio 
miles to tfic north of Klmlat,’ and as any niilitaiy vahio wliich tho 
place might have boon siipposod to possess as an oid^post towards 
Ghazni and Kabul, had now disapiiearcd, no resason remained for 
depriving Kandahar of the, sei’vicos of its garrison. 

On the 25th of August, Itoborts resumed his march, and, in tho 
absonco of all nows as to Ayub Khan’s dispositions and intfml.ioiis, 
pushed on with tiro sanro rapidity as before, to Kobat, where, as was 
mentioned in tho foregoing chaploi'. Jus vanguard entered into helio- 
graph ic conrmnni cation with Pi'imroso ; but before dealing with the 
tliii'd stage of tho advance of the Noi'thern Relief force, the diificiiltios 
and niovomcnts of tho troops Avhicli, all the time, had boon struggling 
up to Kandahar from the south, must bo de,scribcd. 

r Only cavalry and infantry ooultl liavo moved hy thi.s I’oulo, {Jliapiuiin 
says positively that “no doubt existed regarding die impossibility of moving 
wheeled artillery by the Argandab Valley,” (iSee, March from Kabul to Kauilahar. 
p. 290.) 
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CHAP'I’JSR xxxvr 

1 

March of General Phayre 

Whkn iiho n('WH of i.lie Mahvand disaster reaohed Quetla, Bir Robfa't 
s Randcinan, Agent to tilie (Jovorjior-Goneral in Balnehlstan, and General 
I’hayroj oominaudijig iln.' troops on Primrose’s lino of eornnnmications, 
took oonnh(j] togetlKO' as to the quickest and surest n^ay of bringing 
relief to tlu' garrisoir of KandaJiar. Botli nerc strong men, cai)a]>Io 
of subordinating a lesser interest to a greater, and they wore of one 
I mind as to the neciesHity of Avithdraw'iug from the Hibi-Phal-Ohotiali- 

1 Gwal route to the Pishin \''alIoy, though such withdrawal nicaiit the 

abandonment and probable deatruetion of the railway ; for only by 
, the coneontration of cv('iy available man could they hope In collect 

I a sufficient force to overcome the rcHistanec w'hich thtsy knew they 

I must expect/ to onootinler. It was a sore trial to Sandeman to abandon 

I a work in wliieh he took so deep an interest, and to withdraw' from 

I territory over wliieh ho had just succeeded in establishing British 

i influoneo ; but he saw the sacrifieo must/ ho made, and he made it 

without a moment s hesitation.* Nor wars there any uncertainty on 
i the part of the Indian Government, whose sanction to the resolution 
arrived at by I’hayrc and Sandeman was givcai in the following telegram 
to the latter officer : — 

“ Viceroy entirely approves of the measure proposed by yourself 
and General Phayre, and decides that the forces employed for pro- 
tection of raihvay lino must be at once withdrawn as propiosed. Wo 

1 Li'/e of Sir Robot Sandeman^ by Dr. Thornton, C.SJ., p, lh2. 
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au' K('ndiiig reinforcoiiicnlH from Bojiffal and svill rcuccupy railway 
lino wlion possible, 1ml iimsonl ovigencics neccHsilalo jmsliing forward 
all available I'orco.s lovvardH Kandahar. VicTioy rclioH on you to use 
all 0 X 01 lioUiS to co-operato with Pliayro in rolicving jiosta and jmsliing 
loi'w ard reinfoj'ooiiu'ntH .” ' 

When all Iho poalis along the railway line and llio road connecting 
it with (Aiella had been evacuated, there would bo in Pishin hcvou 
Bombay infantry battalions and nine sipiadrons of cavalry, and as 
the 2nd Battalion of the 1 1th Kimt and a Field Battery wei'c on their 
way up, Phayi'o only asked, in addition, for one Biitish regiment 
and one battery of artillery ; but the (.'onnnandcr-in-Oliic'f, with the 
sanction of (lovernineut, ord<'rcd up from Bengal one British and 
two Native infantry hatlalioiis, a held battery, anil two regimcntH of 
cavahy, one IhitiMh, (ho other Native, all which corps, fully epuqrped 
for held aerwiec, were to ho railed to? iSukkur to Sibi. A Madras 
infantry battalion and a cavalry rogiiuont ol' the 1 tyderahad Corriingent 
wore to strengthen the communications ; and, later’, the 7Sth High- 
landers, a European mountft,in balbcry, and a Native infantry ri'gimont 
were sent up from Bombay. 

(xcnei'al Phayro reported, on tJio 2!)th of duly, that, it woukl take 
him at least fifteen days to organiae his force and oqrrip it with ti’an.s- 
port ; but over throe weeks elapsed before he coiild begin his advance, 
for, clear-eyed as he was to the truth of the situation in vliidi ho 
found himself, ho had not made sufficient allowance for the hindrances 
which hedged him in on every side. I'lic heat in the deser’b and the 
Bolan Pass wa.s apjralling ; floods had swept away miles of tlir* Bukkur- 
Sihi railway, yet in Baluchistan and Kakar-land, where hardly any 
rain had fallen since the end of 1878, there was no forage for the 

1 Life nj llob&t Bandeman, p. 1(5‘2. 

“ Our' Bust is mainly in you and Phayio, who are hoBr cxporiwiocd and 
oom'agcouH froiitior oUlooi’s. 1 may say that bord llipoti very highly ap- 
prooiates your altitiido and your enei'gotic proceedings.” (Loltor from Bojoign 
Scorotary. Ibid.) 
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cfiviiU'y IinrHC'H and transport animala ; and tho whole country, wakened 
into fierce Id'e by the, news oJ' Ayuh Khan'.s victory, was in arms — ■ 
even the Marris, wlio, afhM- sixteen years of fidelit.y to tlioir engage- 
jiienta,’ goaded into hostility by the occupation of their territories, 
hatl risi'n, anti in conjunction witli the Kakars were actively I'ngaged 
in deslroying the railway and its rolling stock, -wrecking .storehouses, 
engine sheds, and the bungalows of the .supei'inttniding ('ng'iiroers, 
and attacking the working p.srtie.s and coolies emjjloyed on the lino. 

On tho fil'd of August., a largo body of triho.snien fell on a convoy 
f)t earls near Dina I^arez, killing three men of tho escort and wounding 
three. On the 8th the Marris ,sei njion a ridiriiig party consisting of 
a hundred and eighty men, of whom a gri'at nmnher wore .siek, nndor 
Liciitenanl. f'. T. fi’ohin, in charge of a thousand coolies, a largo convoy 
of carts, and a lakh and a half (£15,000) of trea.suro. The scene of 
tho attaok--the Kudiali Ihiss, a long and, in parl.H, very narro^v defile — . 
was well eho,s('n ; and though tho troojis fought bravely, a hundred 
and eighty carts and all baggage and t.reasure had to ho afiaiuloned, 
and four Euiopean offieialH, twelve men of the guard, and twirnty 
coolies wc're killed, and Lieutenant Tobin and four scJ)OJ^s wounded,'’ 
North of I’ishin matters were no hi'tter ; no ])o.st, no detachment 
of troops was safe, and connuunicat ion with t'haman was, for a lime, 
cut olT by the Aehalc/.ais, who sidv.ed the Khojak Pa,ss ; and thougli 
driven from it on i.he 2nd of August wlion it.s crest wa.s occipiied 
by two mouni.ain guns, throe huirdred rillo,s, and tivonty-five sappeas, 
theji continued hanging about in large numbers, and much brisk 
skirmishing went on in the defile and on the adjacent heights. 

In the midst of this turmoil and trouble Pliayro received the 
Etter from Major Adam mentioned in a previous chaptor. li its 
olieerful tone allayed his anxiety for tho immediate safety of Kandahar, 
it stimulated lu.s desire to bring speedy deliverance, to that city’s 

* Lijc of flir Jluherl f^awlminn, p. 154. 
n Afghanistan (1880), Ko. 3> pp. 4?,, 48. 
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to tJieir nature, can l )0 a,rrived at by inquiring into the fnlfilniont, or 
failure of fuililniont, of former predictions of men of tlio saino school, 
and, to this test they were snbje.cted by Sir '.l!!. Jhvring in tlio first of 
liis Moinoranda ; — Comparing tlie results of .Lord Salisbnryts policy 
“with, the, previous utte.rances of tln^ rival schools of 1 ndian ixiliticiiuis,” 
HO he wi,'<:)t(,p “ 1 lind that, on the one side, not one of the. advantages, 
which, according to tl,u', advocates of a ‘ fi.n.-ward. ’ policy, wen; to have 
been reaped by a departnre from the time-lvonoiired traditions of 
India’s greatest statesmen iiave as yet been attained. . . . t)n the 
other hand, I find tliat the gloomy predietio.nB of the opjrosite scliool 
have been realized to a very remarkable extent. Hi.story, I conceive, 
acaroe.Iy furnishes anoRier so strilcing example of the .specidy and 
complete fnlfilment of political propheevy. . . . Notliing would lie 
easier than to cjuote numerous passago',s from the abundant literature 
on this subject in support of those view.s. I content .myself with 
one example from the wi'itings of oacli .school. 

“ Shortly after the signing of the treaty of t.landajnalc, Sir H. 
RawHnson commenced an article in the Ninelmith Omhmj in the 
following words ; — ‘ The curtain has fallen on tire second Afgh.an 
war almbst as suddenly as it rose, and the pnldit!, in so far as it is 
represented by the London press and the IjOndon world, seemH alinoat 
ashamed at having been deluded into taking an interest in so Buiall 
and epho.meral a matter. A reaction of tins nature is perhaps the 
natural consequence of the exaggerated tone which, was taken at 
the outset by tiro opponents of the war in regard to its character aiicl 
the risks that it involved. The late Lord Sandhurst, it is wmll khovvn, 
aife-med a few years back that it would not bo safe to advance to 
Kandahar with a less force than 30,000 men, and the expense of 
such an enterprise was popularly estlmateci at twenty millions of 
money. Wo wore told, indeed, that qiu' so-called ‘ Jingoism in the 
East ’ would moyitably lead either to national disaster or national 
bankruptcy, and notv, because these sinister predictions have not 
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(t is impossihlo no(. to syinpathizf wiRi tlio Huppi'cs&('cl irritation 
p('i'('optil)lc in this telegram ; lint Waudcman also was in a laLyrintli 
oC diitkmlties, and might well bo of Iho opinion that the iireservation 
ijitaot of the lino of eominunioation witli Qnetta was essential to the 
advanei' whioh I’liayia' was burning to begin. All the I'ailw'ay stations 
on tho Sidcknr-Sibi lino wore menaced by bodies of inarauderSj 
and every post from Mibi to Qnetta, at one time or another, was in 
joo])ardy. Many coolies and railway employes had bi'cn massacred 
on their veay to tlu' plains, and those, that escaped death had been 
])uran('el np to tho very pickets round the Mibi Depot, d’ho authorities 
in India were doing their utmost to send up reinforcements and supplies, 
but tho result of tlieir efforts was to makt) confusion worsts confoundtsd. 
At Mifsi tliere was no order, no orgiinization. Day by clay, trains 
slust out hundreds of men and tons upon tons of military stores 
and food stnll's, to he carried on by raw ponies and bullocks, which, 
for the most isart, had never before had a load u])on their 
bacivs.' Mick and giddy with hours, often days, of travellinjr 
in tsrowdt'd risilway eai'riages, the men had, at all coats, to bo 
Iiurru'd forward inlo the Bolan, for delay in the desert in August 
meant dea.tli ; but between Kibi and Dadnr at tho mouth of tho 
pass lay eighteen miles of hot, heavy sand, and though attemirts 
w('ro made to lighten the I'hiropean soldiers' sull'erings by providing 
them with ea.rts, the wretched hnlloeks drawing them crawled so 
slowly that to reach their ea!n])ing ground before the sun was danger- 
ously higli, the nuui had l.o get down and stagger along on foot. In 

1 “ AmidBl the genoriil hurry and confusion prevailing, the Sihi depot was . . , 
ft (ihtiOH of inilitiiry store.s, mmmmaruit supplies, transport animals, cte., and 
the unfurtunnlp oHieers and men had to liunl for all their roquiremeicts in an 
atmosphoro in which, uudor any other cireiinislanees, a European would have 
thought ho was risking his life by merely exposing himself to the sun, and more 
than one sacciunbcd in oonsoqnpnco before ho had even eommeneed his march.” 
(“The Maroh to Quotla in August, 1880,” by Mr, 0. E, JJIddulph, AHsistant 
Political OlHoor. See, United fteroife Magasim, July, 1891.) 
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tlu! rkilfin iJK'i'C waH lows oxitomiro i-o ilio direct I'ays of llie mih, but 
the atiuoKpluTe, optnesf-ivt' 1 1 iron f)h( nit, was in some of the naironer 
povtions almost) insnp))ortal)le ; ‘ and behind the tanops as tlioy 
advaneed, thi' road nas strenn with hagyage and stores yif which 
iinndy animals had divi'sted themsel\Mis, or under the weight of which 
o.\'liaiis((‘d animals had sunk down to diis “ Indeed,” to use the 
words of Mr. (\ IC. [ikldiil|)li, “after tlie oomplidion of tlie tiist three 
or four inarches it may he said that the im poiUmenia of tlii' troops 
oonsistod of barely more than tlie clothe.s tlu'y had on and tlie cart- 
ridges in their pouehos.” Many tiled on tlu- march of fatigue, many 
at the end of if. in eonsoijneneo of i.ho sudrlen change from heat to 
eold, aggravated by insulfieient food ; for Quetta, poorly provisioned, 
M'as unahlo to meet the demaiuLs of tlie now-eomers, and troo])s and 
followers alike had to bo put on half- rations. “ 

As weeks jiassed without bringing nows of the relief of Kandahar, 
tho ati.itude of thi' local ptijnilation grew more ojienly ho.stilo, and 
it was not without cause that old Alla Dei'na, the fihitd’ of (.lie liraliuis, 
who “ by jilacing their camels at onr disposal had thrown in t.hoh' 
lot with im,” began to doubt wdiat the end might he. “ Pray (lod, 
Sahib, that Kandahar may .soon ho relieveal, or it will ho a had day 
for me as well as for you,” wero words Iroquimtly on hi.s ]i]),s when 
he came to diddulph’s eanifi for nows, only to hear t.hat tlu'i'i' wa.s 
none to give hira.“ 

As an old frontier ollLcer, versed in all trilial ways, (ienoral Phayro 
know quite as well as Alla Deena that the conduct of the peojile in 
hia rear depended on the success or failure of tiro efforts to raise the 
siege of Kandahar, and this knowledge and tho news of the nnsuccessl'nl 

, 1 Bicldulpli. Sbo, V idled {^(riw Maaaairie, July, 1894. 

2 Biddiilph mentions that when lie imased through the Bolau at the end of 
Arigust, ho “ found eight unnamed ISuropoan graves at Kirta, and about as 
many more in a rubbish heap at Mach, Of the ones which 1 did not nolo or the 
hodies which may have found no burial, who can tell ? for no roeord was kept 
of tho mortality upon this occasion.” (Ibid.) 3 Ibid. 
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aoriio iidtlod to Ih'h doHirc 1 <k roacli that city at tho oarliost posftiblo 
date. Ifo liiiuMolf staited for the fi'ont immediately aftor tlw' fiiek 
liad been himight in to (^),n('tta from Kaeli-Amadan, and on the 2fith 
of August, after a three dayo’ halt at Killa Abdulla, he erossed the 
Kliojak I’oHS a]id arrived at Chaman, liaving, on the way thithor, 
mad(i iho on pleasant diseoveiy that the eonntry wan almost bare of 
forage aaul gi'ain, and that most of tin* .spriiigH had 1 un dry.' In front 
of him, (lidieidtieH of the same kind would have to bo met, for tho 
Afghano Jiad cut the walor-ehannel at Clatai, and Hiipx'b’os for incm 
and aoiimilH must bo eollocted before another step in advance could 
bo takt'u. Po a,elii(>v(', this olrject, he desjia,tel\efl, on tin' 20th, two 
sra<all oolmtins of all arm.s, commanded respectively hy Lieutenant- 
Colonel 'b. Hell and hie.uteuant-Colonol li'. S. lr<'dell— tlu^ left cohunn 
aoeom])anied by Lieutenant-Colonel J. (I. Lindsay, Commanding 
Hoyal l<lngijie(‘r, tho Hoad Commamlnut, Major Westmaeott, and a 
stall' of Engineer Cdieors, to open ii]) tho (hi.tai water-snpjdy and 
to roeonooiti'o thirty mi le.s towards Kandahar; tho right column to 
forage in the KoJani tbilloy.'' 

Whilst waiting for tliese jireliminaries to bo com])letcd, General 
I’hayro r('ei‘ived the dlscpdiiting nows that a ]iart of tho Kholat 
Contingent, which was a thousand stroirg, had nintiniod ; “ and as 
thoi'c was the lik(diliood of their stirring up tho Rhoi'awak Hathaiis 
to attaok Culistan a)id Killa Ahdnlla, hoth of which posts bad bee3i 
for some 1/uno thre.'itenod by tribal gnthorings, he had to sli'engthon 
tluiir garrisojis witli deta<ihmonts of tho 2-]{)th Hoot, ajid at tho same 
time to order a wdng of tho 78th Highlandors, on thoir way up from 
Sibi, to turn aside at Darwaza in tho Holan Pass and jirocoed to Kholat, 
where it w'as to remain till all fear of disturbaaico in that Slain should 
liave passed away ' — a necessary precaution, hut most luiwoloomo 

i AfghnninUm (1880), No. Ii, p. (iO. a Tbicl. p- I'd. 

» Pbiij’ie rojinrlod Unit tbo wholo of tho contingent had mntiniocl— -Sandoman 
only a jiorlion cil it. — H. B. II. '* Ajghmistan (1880), No. 3, p. (10, 
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t.o Rio ollicor ooinmaiicVinff at, QuoUa, who, at, lliis vory luotiu'nt,, 
was t,olofri'ii})liiTifT Rial, tio wa.s ui-goiitly in nood of ifoojis,' 

In tho niid.st of all tlu'so diflioiill.io.s a, ml an vio(iio,s, (lonoral Pliayrc 
i'('0('iv(‘d his fit'st nows of t,ho Norlhom ixi'liof li’oi'oo. U, was ooniainod 
in tho following h'ftc'V from Colomd 'I’annor Lo Haiuh'maii, hy who.se 
diroofcions it was ojamod by tho oflioor oonunanding at Chaman and 
its oontonts wii'od to (hictta, 

“ Kii.TAT-i-fhtn./Ai, ‘Mill Aui/nni. 

“ My nBAR Wanueman, 

“ iJust a lino to say 1 have, hoard from (lonoi’al llobort.s to-clay ; 
he is four marcho.s oiV and will ])c horn on the ^dth. I rocoivod your 
letter dated 10th and ropUod to it the same day, We are all well 
and colleoiing supplio.s for Itobm'ts and on tho road towards Kandahar. 
Wo arc well olf for supplies here, llobeits expects to be near Kandahar 
on tho ;i9th.” ‘ 

There was no po.ssibility of Phayro’s force bi'ing anyri'lu're near 
Kandahar on the 29th of August, as it was not until tho .‘Uhh that ho 
began to cross the Khojalc, and, though ho had written to Hoborts 
that he hoped to arrive before that city on the 2nd of K(‘])leml)er, it 
was the ,5th Indore all tlie cor])S shown in tlie 'I'ahle at the end of 
this cliapter had safely cro.ssed the pass, by whieh tiau' Hoberts 
had defeated Ayuh Khan and sfood m no farther nei'd of his eo- 
ojroratii^n. 

As early as the 30th of August, Pliayre had foresi'cn that lliis 
would be tlie case, and recognizing that he. shonld only (>n]iano(‘ the 
difficulties of the situation at Kandahar hy adding several thou,s'and 
men and many animals to the- number to be fed in and around that 
city, ho had sent the following tekigrain to tho Quartormaster-tionoral : 
— “ [ submit to Ills .Excellency's consideration that the intelligence 
received from General Roberts ye,sterday and that given by Primrose 


r AfffhanwUm (1880), No, 3, p. Of. 


3 Ibid, p. ti?. 
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to-diiy, iFat Ayub Kliiin bad withdrawn Ids i’ort'o io tlie Argandah, 
four or livc“ niilcs noiili-wust of Karrdahar, and that I.I10 whole eountry 
from tfus to Kandaliar and around that pity fur a radius of fifteen 
or iwpjily ndkis iias bcsui denuded of all supplies, riuiflers it matter 
for inmu'diate and serious consideration whethei', under the cir- 
cunistanees, J should advance more of my troops from Cliaman to 
Kandahar, than will bo suiricient to re-establish and stock with 
provisions the ])osts cn. rouie, re-oatahlish the telegraph, and clear 
'rukht-i-Ful of the tribal gatherings which still appear to be hovering 
about it. One Brigade of infantry with some Native Cavalry, 
Mounts, in guns, and the hielcl Batteries will, T think, ho sufficient 
for thi.s. ... In this way 1 can stock the road, cconomi.so men and 
food, and do tins utmo.st pos.siblo to assist the large foi'ct' a,t Kandahar.” 

Idiayrc was a keen Holdi('r, anxious for distinction, conscious lhat 
his oificcj's and men woxdd fctsl it hard (o lx; ,stop])cd short of the 
goal towin’ds which they had so ]rainfully and lahorionsly struggled, 
not blind to the risk of tlm work actually performed by them being 
lost sight of in the admiration evoked by Kij‘ Frerlerick Roberts’s 
.successes ; yet he init aside' the promj)tings of per.sonal ambition, 
and resisted tlxe strong pressxu’e brought to bear upon him by memhers 
of his own Force, when he saw that they ran eounier to the best interests 
of the British IFu’cea in Wouthern. Afghanistan, taken aa a whole. 
Nothing in his military oiU'cer did him greater erech't than the sending 
of a telegram, the suggestions contaiiu'd in which were so little in 
aecordanee with his natural inclinations, and it is painful to have to 
record that, any doubts that ho may have felt as to the treatment 
in store for his troops were fully justified by the socpic'l. The bronze 
staj- given to Roberts's Force and to tho garrison of Khelat-i-Ghilzai, 
was refused to men whoso labouns and rusks had been greater than 
theirs, and the modest de,spatch ui which their General showed how 
well they deserved to sliare in tho distinction, was not published 
in tho London QazeMa, though the fact that Phayre had been in 



493 


ITIE SECOND AEGMAN WAR 


indeix'ndcnii coittinand [I'oiii fJio diiy wlion (‘(iininniiicatLon with 
KdiuIailiiU' was lait oil', <‘ntit]('d it to tluit Jioinaii'. 

^I'Alild'i OF jMAJOlUJFNrFIlAh J’FrAYOtlCtS KOUtilO. 

;\K'I 11,1, iouv. 

1)0! doyiil lIciiKi' Ai’tillcry, iVl.ijor K. \V. Wiird. 

F- li Hoyal j'^rtillciy, Major ,7. 17. .1. Dcwfir. 

I't-i) Fioyal Ail,illi'i.y (lli'.ivy (hiiiii),' Miijor (}. A. ( 'luvvfoi'd. 
a 2,5-))nundcrti iiiul 2 ij-pouncloiy, ' Ciijilain F,. Biifklc. 

No. 2 Mountain Fatlciy, Major It. Waco. 

(Iavaj.hv Fruiaiih. 

Iji'if'iidior-Cioucral IT. C. WilkitHon, ('ommiiiuling. 

131, U 'llunHiirs, LicidciMiit-Ooloiiol O. iAick. 

2 SipiiulronH 2ml Dointi.ay Ca.viihy, Alajor W. IT. ,|. ,Sio)itoi'cl. 

I iSquaciron I’oon.i .Iloiw, Major O. M. .I5rnkinc. 

2nd Sind Hor.sc, Major AI. iM. Ciirpomlalc. 

7 Squadron 2nd Aladra.M (!avaliy, (.'a[itain W. 1!. Wnrnnr, 

7 ST InnwNTHY rVaiOATiis. 

Brigadior-ficnoral [1. 11. .Tunics, Ooniraaudhia. 

2-7 llh Foot, l,ioutcnaiit-(k)loncl W. '.I'. Uorric. 

8th Vioniliay Infantry, lAouloiianWJolouol S. Folloivs. 

10th Bomliay Inl'iuUiy, Major (!. JO. I'dowors. 

l(5th TToinbay Infiiidiy {dctac-liincnl.), Licutcniud-Colouol Jh S. Imlcll. 

2si) iNinwruv IJaiu.soK. 

JJrigaditT-ClonciM,! 'P. S. Brinvn, Coininaiiding. 

2-13111 Foot (liciul-quarUirs and wing). Major 17. L. Dasliivood. 

(Wrd Foot (didnclimoid), ('a])liiin 71. It. (,'ook. 

.Mh liombay Infanliy, Lii'idcnant-dolonol K. A. C.l irnnf,. 

27tli lioniliay rnfanliy, Ijioulcnanl-t ‘okmol T. Boll. 

[liiOMllAY iSaiTERS AMIl MlOTSUS. 

No. 3 Company, Liontcnanl (1. IT. W. O’Sullivan. 

No. 4 Coiniiany, Jicutcnant J. Noviilo. 

No. 3 Company, rjieiitonnnt Jil. 0. Sjiilabury. 

1 On the 17ih Align, st, Pliayre telegraplmd that lia,ving regard to the strong 
pQsitioTi taken ui) liy Ayub Khan’s army and its heavy artillory ho had determined 
to lake with him the garrison hattery X4-9 Royal ArtiJlury, and hatioiy made 
up of 25qioundets and 9-])ouiidor8 which ho had discovered in tho Quotta Arsenal. 
A frjhanistan (1880), No. 3, ji. 34. 
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Sir Frederick Roberts’s Arrival at Kandahar 


On the- 25tli of August, having ooinplotccl liis arriiiige'iuc'nts for tho 
witlidrawal of tho garrison of Kholat-i-Ohilzai— 2 guns I.-0 Ifoyal 
Ai'tillory, a Hijuadron of tlio 3rrl iSind Horse, and tv^'O coinjianies 
(iCitli Idiot — Sij’ Jd'odc'i'ick Hoherts entorod on tho hisl; wtago of Ids 
long nuii'uli. 'I'lui distance that still lay botAve('n him and his goal — 
eighty-six and a quarl.or miles — he divided into six inarclies, with 
one day’s halt at I’obat. 


JVlaveli 17. 

August 2.Tth. 

.. JH. 

„ 2(11 h. 

10- 

27tli. 

„ 20. 

„ 28 th. 


„ 29th. 

„ 21. 

„ noth. 

,, 22. 

,, lUst. 


Klu'lat-i-()lliil/,ai (o .laldak 
tialilak to 'rii’aiidaz . 
'I'lnmclaz to Jdjiuazai i 
bomazai to Jtoliat . 

HaU. 

Rohat to Alolimaiul . 
Moluliaiid to Kaiidahai' , 


fol 

l(i 

lo 

1.U 


miles. 

ii 

91 


IS 


'I’olal Distaiuio . . Siil 

Daily Avi'i'as'o l-ll itiilos. 


d’ho road for the first few miles oid, of Kholat was narrow and 
frequently interseett'd by dry watercourses ; but, later, it widened 
out and jiresonted fewer difUeulties, and tho Jlivision arrived in good 
time at Jaldak, tvhero it pitched its oaniji olosc to tho river, on ground 
much brolvon by nullahs and ditches, all lilicd with tho skeletons of 
tho eaniels that liad perished in fciir iUonald fcitewart’s first advance 


1 il’luB j)laeo iir some accounis of the march is wrongly called Aknncl Kkot— 
that village lying half-way botwoon Poniazai and Kotaat.-*~H. B. H. 

493 



I’HE SECOND AFGHAN WAR 


494 

to K.liclat4 At Tirandaz, at the end of tlie soet)iid day’s march, 
<Enoi'al Jtobei'lM learned that Ayuh Klian had raised the siege ot 
Kandahar, wit]idra«'ii to IJie, left hank of the Aigandab, and tak<;n 
up a position between tlie villages of Faiitial and Mazra. 'I’he nows 
Avas a day or two old, and as Roberts’s movements depended on the 
enemy’s, he ordered Brigadier-General Hugh Gough to make, Avith 
the ib'd Bengal Cavalry and the Ih'd i^uujab Cavalry, a forced Jiiaroh 
of thirty-four mile.s to llobat, where ho vauis to put himaolf into com- 
munication Avith Gcn(3ral Primrose and ascertain the actual state of 
affaira in and around Kandahar. Tie would have gone Avith the 
party himself, hut, pro.stratcd Avith fever, ho had to semd Colonel 
Chapman, the Chief of the Btaff, in his place. Hiding ra))uUy, Gough 
reacliod Robat soon after mid-day of the 28th of AAigust, llaahod 
the noAvs of his presence to Kandahar, and I'eceived in J'otui'n the 
wolconic intelligence that the Afghans Avere still in the position they 
had taken up on the 26th — intelligonco which Chaj)majr quickly 
sent hack to Robcits, avIio iiicanwhile had advanced l.o I’omazai, 
and Avas busying himself in making ])rcj)arationH foj- ini orcepting 
Ayuh Khan, if it should turn out tliat he had begun Auoving on Ghawii.* 
yeven thousand men of all arm.s, with th(A lightest possible ('.qAiipmcnt, 
Avere to hold thcmsclA'-cs in I'catliiu-.ss to move in tAAU) mai'chcs to a 
point on the Argandab distant thirty -four miles fj’om d’irandaz, and 
about forty above Kandahar ; Gough’s two rc'gimcnts of Gavalry, 
threading their Avay through a tangle of hills by an imknoAvn track, 
AVere to strike the river some miles nearer to Kandahar than the 
Force aa'Iioso flank they Avere to cover ; and the hospitals, non- 
efieetives, and baggage, escorted by the two Field guns, a regiment 

1 Deputy Hurgcon-General Hanbury’s Diary. 

2 “ The information obtained regarding his (Ayub Khan’s) movomonts 
amounted to little or notliing ; it was, hoAveyer, dear that the Afghan iVrmy 
held, a strong defensive position and evinced no intention of abandoning it AA'ithout 
a struggle." (Chapman, p. 300.) 
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of Caviilry, and two (.liousand fivi' liundrcd Infantry, Averc; to mu,r('h 
slowly I'ovw'nrd and oonocnti'atf' at, oi- ticai', Riohat, wlicro they Avon', 
to occupy an (‘nti'cnchod position^ 

Oliapnian’s int'ssayo cancelled these dangerous arrangeinwits, and 
the next day Ihe main liody of tlie Division niarchccl to Rohat, the 
many sick and footsore pioteoted by I'aimer’s Baluchi.s, halting at 
Khel-i-Alumid.‘ Partly on aeeount of the (joncral's state of health, 
and pai'tly to give the, r('ai'-guard tinu' to come, up, the 2!)th wan s})ent 
in reconnoitring and foraging, ojio party capturing throe tliousand 
sheep.' Wldlst Jfugh Gough was awaiting Itoberts's ari'ival at 
Itobat, ho was joijicd hy Golonol Kt. John, and Major's 
Adam and [joach, who rode into his camp on the evening of 
tlu' 28th. 'Phey remained for tho night and gave a full account 
of all their adv(!ntures and mi.shaps during tlio sii>gc and irrovioxts 
ojrcrations. 

d'ho cpiestion of le.aviiig the main road and marehiug across tho 
hills which separate i.lui valley of tho Turnak from tho valley of the 
Argandab, eamo up again foi’ <li.s<'n,saion at Robat, and Major Adam 
was consulted as to tho I'oads running through this district. His 
blunt an.swe.r that tliei'o were no roads, that tho proposed plan Avas 
imju'aeticable, and that Uie I'ight Avay to deal Avith Ayub Khair’a army 
AA 01 .S to attack it from tho ,south-Ave,.st, thus cutting it off from its lino 
of retreat on Herat, finally killed the plan ; and Major Loach Avas 
instructed to jwoparo a map, on a large scale, of the country around 
Kandahar, including tho ground lying beyond Karoz Hill and the 

1 (.'luipitiaji, p. .‘JOO. 

2 “ Aftor Klielat-i-Uliilzai every one suffered muoh from diarrlima. 'J'liis, 
added to poor food, voducod tho mon so that T do not think the Poroe could 
have reached miudi furfher than it did,” (Letter from an oflioer vfho marohod 
from Kabul to Kandahar, (luotod hy Dr. Didco at page 20C of his MnooUections,) 

“ T Hhall not readily forgot tho baaing and bleating that nearly maddened 
us, or the hullabaloo of the owners who followed the sheep ! Wa paid the just 
price and regaled ourselves on mutton and melons.” (Sir llitgh (iougli’s “ Old 
MomorioB,” Pall Mall Uayazim, April, 1899, p. C40.) 
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villii^o of i’ir Paiiiial, vvlu'vo it was now clear that tlio comhifr batllo 
would b(3 I'ouf^d. (jiOJUU'al Itoborts was naUnrUly dosii'ous that 
l)oforo his horco, with its enormous anuidior of LraiiH])ort animals, 
arrived a,t Kandaliar, tho garjisou of that city should have I'ocoverod 
possession of tho sources from whicih the Britisli cantonments luid 
drawn tiioir water — sources which lay beyond Karoz Hill and wore 
therefore in tho hands of tho Afghans ; but Prijnroso, conscious of 
the weakness of that garrison and of tho position which it was its first 
duty to defend, declined to risk an ongagement with a strongly posted 
onejny, in an attempt to j'cooen])y the cantonments, whilst Itoborts's 
troops were still twenty miles o(T. 

On the 2l)(h of August, a lotim' arrived fronr Ayub Khan, in 
which, after declaring tiiat battle had ho<m forcesd ui)on him at 
Maiwa7rd‘ and that ho was still anicious to bo on good toisiis uith 
the Ih'itisli Oovernmont, ho asked tho Britisli (Jommandc'r *' to toll 
him in a i'rieudly way ” what he thought the liest coursCi for him — 
Ayub Khan — to pursue in order that “ allaivs might be settled in 
an amicable niarmer,” to which loiter Roberts sent the following 
curt reply : — 

“ Tn aiiswei' tu your letter asking iny advice, 1 ean only recommend 
you to send in tho prisoners in your ])ower to Kandahar, and submit 
yourself unconditionally to tho Biitisli tfovernmont." “ 

On tho 30th of August, tho roimitod Porco made a short niaroli 
tu Mohiiiand, where Jdiayrc’s letter, detailing tho dilHculties with 
which he was struggling, imt an end to all hojio of his (} 0 “ 0 poratiou 

1 “ After t/liat I was iufuriued that tho Kngiish had haltod at Kushk-i-Nakhud. 
On receipt of this news f thought it well tliat my troojjs should not take the 
road to Kushk-i~Nahhud, but should proceed by tliat of Maiwand, and I hoped 
that tho Engliah might show me friemlsliip. Early in the morning, when my 
troops were marching to Maiwand, thu Eugliah army cartio and began to light. 
What was proordaiuod camo to xmsa. I have given you tho particulars and this 
is the real truth.” (Extract from Ayub lilwin’s Letter.) 

if Afghanistan (1880), No. .3, pp. 90, 91. 
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in tlio luilitai'y oporftUoiiiB now close at hand ; for tlio next inarcli 
bi'oiiglit the JCal)ul lloliof Force to Kandahar and, almost hnmodiatoly, 
into collision with the enemy. 

(Jn Ihc 31at of August the l)i\dHion left Molnnand at 2.30 a.ni., and 
at 8.30 a.m. arrived before the Shikapur Gate, where Orinirose had 
undertaken to provide }n'eakfa.st for the troops, and grain and water 
foi' the transport animals. The men got some food, but in the midst 
of “ a scene of the luo.st indescribable confusion, a.s all the baggage 
had cvd. in and surirmnded the troops ,” ' and this confusion was 
soon increased by the arrival of the sick, both European and Native, 
wlur wore to be admitted to the already ovororowded hospitals in 
the (Jitadol. Majoi- Adam gives a vivid picture of their condition 
and of the ohao.s which tlie ari’ival of Roberts’s Force temporarily 
created in Randaliar. “ ’’I'Iicho (the sick) wore .slowly driven in (I 
ou.n uso no other word) by the Baluchi Regiment, closing the march 
of the Bengal Division, d’hey certainly numbened five hundred * 
wretched creatures and crif)i)les, mounted on refuse transport, or in 
dandies and doolies, for whom it wa.s diflicxdt to find room. At the 
same time (jur commissariat agreed to .send out .supplies to the JCahul 
Force, includhrg everything from pipe-clay to pots of jam. Carriage 
for this wa,s sent in, and nobody will wonder when I .say that, owing 
to tlie streams of men and animals from the ea.st and from the west, 
tho streets in Kandahar leading to the Citadel became almost 
impassable.” 

Lt was through these streets that Bir Erederiok Roberta rodo to 
tho Resident’s quarters to snatch a few hours’ rest befoi'e entering 
on tho arduous work that lay before him ; and it was on the confusion 
then observed, for which Iris own ti-oops were mainly responsible, 
that ho formed tho unfavourable opinion of the order and discipline 

1 Macgreijor, Vol. 11. p. 26(5. 

s Uopuly Burgooii-General flanhury put the number at a thousand, bee 
his Diary ol tlio 33 .st of August. 
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of ilio giirriHon of Kanclaliar wJucli, many yoar.s laior, fonncl cxprowHion 
in luH Anl,ol)iogi'a]jliy. 

At 10 a. in. the I'^irat and Wccond Jlrigado.s Hoizwl, nnopjiOHcd, 
I’ickol. and Karcz llillH, and the nortli-oaMtern wpiir of the lange over- 
looking Old Kandahar, tlius gaining a position covering the city, 
whielv gave the Rorce tlie command of an ample supjdy of good water 
and placed it within striking dislance of the enemy. tVom hieket 
Hill the Afghans occujjying the Baba Wall Pass could he observed 
with pickets thrown foi’ward cm a low ridge ov<!rlooking the eantoii- 
luonts and the city ; hut beyond this nothing could be seen of Ayub 
Klian’s army, wlueh lay hidden behind the hills that rise abruptly 
between Kandahar and tlu' Argandah.' 

To obtain tlie information ncc«'ssary for tlu* maturing of the 
(foneral’H plans, a reconnoitring party, consisting of tu'o Mountain 
guns 11-9 Royal Artillery, the 3rd Bengal Oavalry, and 1b(' I5th 
yikhs, commanded by Hugh (lough and accompanied by the PliieC 
of the Staff, Colonel Chapman, went out about 1 ]).]m to force the 
onoiny to disclose his diajiositions. (lough made straighli for tlio 
liigli ground aljove the village of (lundigan, wlierc! luj halted the 
guna and infantry. Pushing forward with the cavalry atiother mile 
or mile and a half, and avoiding as far as possible all enclosures, he 
emerged at last on an open space of turf about a mile from the village 
of Pir Paimal, whore the Afghans seemed to ho strongly entrenched. 
The appearance of Gough’s cavalry at once drtsw tlu' fire of the enemy’s 
artillery, and in a very short time the dry watercourses, which formed 
a natural entrenchment along the entire front of Ayub Khan’s position, 
filled with men who opened a brisk lire on tlu' intruders. The, 3rtl 
.Bengal Cavalry, “ admirably handled by their commandant, 
Lieutenant-Colonel A, R. D. Mackenzie,” “ now fell back on the 
Infantry, and the Mountain guns oiiencd fire, partly to test the range 


1 Chapman, p. 301. 


i! Roberts's Lospiil-ch. 
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and partly to check ilio Afghans, who wci'o pouring into the gardens 
near tkxndigan ; hut, satisfied with what he had seen, Gougli soon 
sent Ixack the guns and directed thif Infantry to cover the retirement 
of the Cavalry. At the first sign of withdrawal, the enemy pressed 
forward in great strength, and with such persistency that all the 
troops were ordered to fall in under arras, and the Heavy Battery 
was requisitioned from the Citadel. This was at once sent out by 
the Herat Gate, its passage through the city increasing the confu.sion 
that reigned there, by driving the crowds of wretched followers, still 
slowly making theii- way towards the hospitals, into the side streets.’ 
Not till after sunset, by which time two Brigades had deployed and 
firing had been taken uj) all along the line, did the Afghans d(>sist 
from following up tlie yikhs, and, but for the steadiness of that fine 
regiment under its able Commander, Colonel G. Tt. Hennessy,' and 
the enemy’s indifferent shooting, there wordd have been lieavy losses 
to deplore ; “ as it was, the reconnaissance jxrove.d tliat tire enemy 
was full of si)irit, and justified Primrose’s I'ofusal to rooccupy canton- 
ments whilst th(i llelieving Force was beyond supporting distance. 

It was sujipoHcd that the position taken up by Roberts’s troops 
lay outside! thc! limit of range from the Baba Wali Pass, but more 
than one shell from the enemy’s rifled cannon fell into the oamp ; 
and as it was clear that Ayuh Kluin’s troops woi'o too near neighbours 
to ho left for many hours undisturbed, the General, on his return 
from the city, determined to give battle without delay,’’ and ordered 
the oflicers commanding Divisions and Brigades, eacih with his Staff, 
and all officers no.Kt senior in rank to the Brigadiers, to be at Hcad- 
(hiarters at six o’clock the next morning that he might, in person, 
explain to them his pUpr of attack, to understand which a knowledge 
of the position and strength of the two forces is essential. 

1 (Jommoiita on the Campaign by the Assistant Quttrtormnstei-.General yf 
the Kandahar Poroo. 

a lloborts’s Despatch. 


J Uhapman, p. 302, 
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On jrijiriiig fioin botorc Kaiidaluif, Ayiil) Khan had fallen hack 
boliind the I’ainial Mountain, a curiouHly .shaped i'anfr(', of lulls, 
naming from jinrlh-easi to Houtli-wost, noiiTly paralltd to the coarse 
of the Argundah, at a distance varying from a mile to a mile and a 
half from that i'ivtn’.s left hank, 'fliia range is pici'ccd hy t\ro passes, 
the Baha Wall, ahont two milc.s and a luilf from Kandahar, easy 
and praeticahlo for all arm.s ; and the Mnreha, three mikes north-cast 
of the Baba Wall IhwH, impracticable for gnna, bid. ace('Hsible 
to cavalry. Ayvd) Khan’s main eainji lay close to the village of 
Mazra, between the two passes, the formoi' of which he had had 
strongly foiLillod ; Imt his position extended foi' fully two miles along 
the .slopes of the Pir Paimal Mountain. All tho villag('s in this district 
are. embedded in orchards and walled gardens, mrd the ground is 
much cut up hy eanals a.nd irvigal.lon chanuclH, whilst em])la(!emonts 
for the Afglian gun.s liad been, tlu’own up at all favourable points 
along the entire Icmgth of tho po.sltion, to defend wliioh Ayub liad 
with him : — 

:12 (fuiia. 

HtXI Rcgulai' Cavalry. 

15.000 Iri'ognlar (Javahy. 

4,(X)0 Hogular Infantry. 

5.000 Uliazia. 

Total strongtli — 32 guns, 3,800 liorsouioii, 0,000 footiiiun. 

Tho Jlritish force was encamped behind Ktiroz ami Ihoket Hills, 
with outposts on tho summits of each, and strotched southwards to 
tho Herat road near the village of Surpuza. It eoiisisLod of 

32 Guns, 

2,103 Kabros, 

8,837 Biflos, 

exclusive of the guns and troopKS loft to guard Kandaliar ; and though 
numerically woakel than tho encany's army — 10,940 as against 12,800 
— ^it was greatly superior to it in discipline, efficiency, and o 5 [uipruent. 
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Prom Piokcl Hill 11, was possible to look into the Baba Wali Pass, 
and from observations which revealed that rilled camion were in 
]iosition on its south-eastern slopes, that its Kotal was croM'ded with 
Gluizis, and that a sti'ong body of regular cavalry were holding the 
entni)arativ(“ly open ground over wliich it must la- approached,’ it 
was edear that, through it, the Afghans wore expecting the British 
advance to bo made, and that they would bo unprepared for an 
attack from any other direction. General Roberts therefore dctei'- 
minod merely to threaten the pass and to fall upon Ayub Khan’s 
right Hank, force back the troops at the south-'western extremity of 
his j)osition upon his main camp, and in so doing cut him off from 
his diiH'ct line of r(d,reat on Herat — ^the plan suggested by Major 
Adam at Robat. and which idugli Gougli's reconnaissance had .shown 
to be ]U'acticab]o. 

'Bhe task of carrying the enemy’s position was assigniid to the 
Hengal Division, commanded by Major-General Boss, it consisted 
of three Infantry Biigade.s, the Birst and Beeond of which \rerc to 
make the attack, whilst the 'riiird was to form up on its own camping 
gi'oimd, a, waiting orders to advance in support ; and of a Cavalry 
Brigade, which was to bo posted behind the hamlet of iSurpuza to 
threaten Ayub Khan’s rear, and to be ready to interpose at the right 
moment between his troojis and the Argandab, to tho left bank of 
whi(di river Jtoberts intended its movements to be confined. 

TABLE 

iSimwmu ('oMroaiTioiT and Distosoton ojt 'i'HE BrnfUAU Division on the 
IsT Sur'i'ioMnnu, 1880 

Isl Iiilaiilry Brigade, 

drawn up bohirul liamz. Hill, Brigadior-Geuoial Maopheraon oommanding. 

92ud Highlanders. 

Slid (hu'khus. 

28rd PiouQors. 


1 Chapman, p. 303. 
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2 1 til Punjab Infanti’y. 

(i-K Koyal Artillery (aorew guna) Mountain Pattory. 

Strength : (! guna, 1,815 Ritloa. 


2nd Injanlrn IhujiuU, 

cx'liolonnod in roar of ltd Brigntlc, Brigiulioi -General Hakor eommnncling, 
72 ik 1 IlighlanclorH. 

2nd Sikh Infantry. 

3rd Sikh Infantry. 

5tli Gurkhna. 

2nd lialiichia (20th Bombay Infantry). 

No. 2 Mountain Rattory. 

Strength ; 0 guns, 2,506 liiflca. 


3r</ Inftin/ri/ Bru/mle, 

formed up on its own camping ground, Brigadier-Gonoral Maegrogor commanding. 
2nd Battalion 60th Killos. 

4:th Gurkhas. 
lOlh Sikhs. 

25th Punjab Infantry. 

11-0 Boyal Artillery Mountain Battery. 

Strength : 6 guns, 1,8!)4 Rilh's. 


C'avalry Brigade, 

Brigadier-Goneral Hugh Gough eonunaiiding. 
E-B Royal Hoi so Artillery. 

9th Lancers. 

3rd Bengal Cavalry. 

3rd Punjab Cavalry. 

Central India Horse. 

Strength : 4 guns, 1,378 SabrcB and LaneeH. 


Total strength of Bengal Division : 22 guns, 1,378 Sabre, s and Lances, 6,216 
Rifles. 

To tlie two Infantry Brigades of the Bombay Divi,gion, commanded 
by Lieutenant-General Primrose, was to fall the double duty of 
threatening the Baba Wali Pass and bolding the ground vacated by 
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the Bf'iigal Division, from Picket Hill, through Karez Hill, to Chi- 
hilzina ; its Cavalry Brigade, posted about a mile north of the Eedgah 
Gate, was to watch the Murcha Pass, and in the event of an irraption 
from that quarter to protect the right Hank of the British position ; 
and four f’oaty-Poundt'i's were to be placed in a well -selected spot 
about a hunfli'cd yai'ds to the right of Picket Hill, from wdiicli tiiey 
could be brought to bear on the Baba Wall Pass. 


TABLE 

iSlIOWINO fciTnENO'l’H AN3) fOMPOSITION OF BoMBAY DIVISION ON THE 

1st Sei’tembeb, 1880. 

Licutonant-Gonoral Primrose Commanding. 

l.s’< Infavtry Brigade, 

Brigadiei'-General Burrows commanding. 

(iOth Foot, 

lat Grenadiers (lat Bombay Infantry). 

Jacob’s Rifles (30(h Bombay Infantry). 

Strength: 907 Rilles. 


2nd InfarUry Brigade, 
Rrigadier-Gimoral Haubony commanding.' 
2nd Eaftaliou 7tli Roynl Fiisiliei’s. 
4th Bombay Infantry. 

10th Bombay Infantry. 

2H(h Bombay Infantry. 

, Strength: 1,587 Rillos. 


iJavalry Brigade, 

Brigadier-General Nnttall ooniinanding. 
;ird Bombay Cavalry, 

Poona Horse. 

3rd Sind Elorsc. 

Strength: 725 Sabres. 


1 Promoted idee, Brooke killed in the sortie of the 10th of August. This 
excellent officer died some months later of cholera at Kandahar.— -H. B. H. 
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Battle of Kandahar 

An hour hot'ore daylij;ht on the morning of tlie 1st of iScptembor, 
all the troops in and aronnd Kandahar fell in under arms ; at G a.m. 
they wore dismissed for breakfast ; and at 8 o'clock the two Divisions, 
provided with cooked rations, took up the positions assigned to 
them, Ross’s men having previously struck their ca.rap and placed 
tlicir tents and baggage in a walled enclosure. As soon as the necessary 
dispositions liad been completed, pSir .Prederiek Roberts — still very 
unwell — cstabli.shed his Head-Quarters on Kai'oz Hill, from the summit 
of which ho could keep an eye on the P>abn Wali Pass, and at tlie 
same time follow tlio iTiovejiients of his own troops till tlrcy passed 
from sight behind the Pir Paimal Mountain. Round tlie shoulder 
of thopt range, largo bodies of Afghan troops, covered by clouds of 
slrinnibhers, could bo seen issuing from the gardens and orchards. 
In front of Macplierson’s and Baker’s Brigado.s the Ghazis had already 
opened a dc.sultory lire, bub tho action only began about .9 a.m. when 
the 'lO-poundw’s on the right of Picket Hill replied for the first time 
to tho Afghan guns on the Baba Wali Kotal. pSimultanoously, C-2 
Field Battery, from a position a little in front of Picket Hill, and 
(i-S Mountain Battery, from a point a little in front of Karez Hill, 
began .shelling Gundi Mulla Sahibdad to prepare the way for Mac- 
phoraon’a advance, whilst the four guns Royal Horse Artillery opened 
fire on Gundigau from a spot south of the Herat Road, near Chihilzina, 
with tho object of covesring tho advance of Ba]cer’.s Brigade, and the 
sttbaequonb movements of Gough’s Cavalry. 

605 
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Ah Hoon ;ih iho fire* o{ ilio Artillery had had time to (.ell upon the 
enemy, Rosh ordered Maepher.son to attack (Jiiiuli Mulla. Kaliibdad 
and to follow np its capture by ch'aring the cnolosures ht'l.ween that 
village and the Paiiiuil Mountain ; at the name time, directing baker, 
whilst keef)ing in touch with Maepherson'.s left, to diive th<i (meniy 
first out of the gardens and oreliards in his immediate front and then 
out of Rundigan. 

Led by Colonel Bat(,y<.‘, the 2nd (furkhas burst into Clundi Mulla 
Sahibdad, but the Afghans, numerous and determined, drove them 
back— a momentary cheek, quickly riqraired, for joining hands with 
the 02nd RighlanderB, under Colonel Parker, and supportral by the 
23rd Pioneers and the 24th J^unjab Infantry, the brawe. little men 
returned to the attack, and the two J'egiments carried the village 
with splendid dash. The Ohnzis, on their part, fought with fierce 
courage, facing a bayonet charge and finally defending a housiv to 
which they had retired, witJi such tenacity that a gun luui to he 
brought lip to dislodge them,* Meanwhile .Baker’s Column had 
encountered no leas stubborn resistance in crossing a plain cut up 
by watercourses and f.hickly set with willow trees, and in threading 
its way through Availed and loopliolod enclosures, and the narroAV 
lanes of Gundigan. Tlio brunt of the iighfjng in this ])art of tlio 
field was borne by the 2nd Sikhs under Colonel Boswell, and the 
72nd Highlanders under Colonel Brownlow, both regiments having 
frequently to fix bayonets to carry positions, or to chock th(‘ bold 
rushes of the Afghans. ’J'hoir courage and cloterininatiou were 
crowned with complete success, but the Higblandcrs lost their gallant 


1 “ Hero a strange incident oconrred. Lioulonant MonsAies of the lligldandere 
being Avounded, Avas carried into a lint to arvait tlio arrival of the surgeon. While 
lying there, attended by one or Iavo of his men, a Gliazi jumped iqi from a darlc 
corner of the Imt and, before he could be despatched, iufiiotod two iiioro Avounds 
upon MenKies, fortunately, neither of them very Hovei'o.” Chho Times 
Correspondent.) 
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commander,’ also CapLain vSt. J. 'C. D’ome and Lance-Scrgcaut Cameron, 
described by EiolK'i'ts as “ a grand spceimcii of a Highland soldier ” ; and 
both they and tho Siklis had many men lulled and wounded. 

The Afghans, expelled from Gundi Mulla Sahibdad and Gundigan, 
fell back in good order on the village of I’ainial, and both Brigades, 
followed by the two Mountain Batteries, which had continued in 
action till their lirti was masked by the advance of the Infantry, 
rounded the shoulder of tho Tir Paimal Mountain and pressed rapidly 
up tho Argandab Valley, clearing out the enemy, as they advanced, 
from the orchards and gardens which abound in the fertile strip of 
land lying between the river and the base of the hills. Maepherson’s 
Brigade which, moving on an inner curve, had .soon outstripped 
Baker’s, encountered a heavy fire as it wheeled into tho valley, but, 
pushing on, still led by the Highlander, s and Gurkha.s, it captured 
tlio -village by turning its right and attacking it in front in a sorie.s 
of rushes.' 

'riio Afghans now fell hack about a mile and a quarter, to an 
enbronchod camp wliich covered both the nortli-western mouth of 
the Baba Wall J’ass and Ayub Khan’s main camp, a position tho 
importance of which lie evidently recognized, for reinforcements 
from tho Reserve were seen hurrying toward, s it, and tho guns on 
the Kotal had been wliceled round to enfilade its approaches.'’ 

The napturc of Paimal had put an end to all likelihood of an 
Afghan attack on the British cami) ; so Roberta, who had been kept 
informed of the progre.ss of tho 1st and 2nd Infantry Brigades, on 
learning the natui'e of the obstacle by wldch the former was now 
confronted, ordered Maegregor to advance to its support. He himself 

1 “ ITo (Browniow) had on many occiiBionB highly distinguished himself as 
a louder— at the Poiwar .Kotal, during the operations round Kabul at the latter 
ond of 1870, and noiably on the Pith of December, when he won the admiration 
of (ho whole forces by his brilliant conduct in tho attack and capture of the Aeniai 
HoightH,” (Hoborts’s Despatch.) 

!> Ilensnian, p. 517. 


3 Roberts’s Despatch. 
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aocornpaniod Uie colxmin, iiilomiing to join Rohh at J’ainial ; but 
tliat, (jonoral, fOTiluleiit in tl\o oourago and oridiiranoc of bin uu'n, 
had noli waited for roinforecunentH to follow n|) tlio nuuny, and 
MaepluM'Kon’s ti'oops, lujgging the mountain on thoir right, eamo 
Huddcmly on tlus Afghan ])OHition. 'J'hc enemy ’h giuiH wei'e posted 
in I'e.ar of a watereourKC, baolved by a liigh bank, protecti'd by whicli 
the artilhjrynien fired I'apidly and well. 'Pfieir rigid reated on a 
Hinall hnilding, and on their left, lying on the hillside, three or hmr 
Iniiulred rifiomon [lOiircd a heavy fire into the leading llritish troojis, 
upon whom the guns on the Baba Wali Kotal had also been brought 
to bear. Major White, oommanding the foremost ciOJUjuinieH of 
the 92nd, r(a)(jgni7dng the danger of dtday, instiwdly called upon bin 
men foi' just one more oll'ort “ to closo the bu.sinc'Hs,’' ‘ and the High- 
landers, aiul two companies of Gurkhas under Major K. W. Beeoher, 
rcHpomhid iiniiesitatingly to the call. IJashing forwai'd with fixe.d 
hayonets, they drove the Afghans lieadlong from tlieir ('utrimehmentR, 
losing themselves nf)wardH of forty men in ilio eharge. Mv(u' foremost 
in aed.ion, the gallant White was the first man to reach the (memy's 
guns, bnt l’rivat(' lruLei'l)ir bama of tho 2nd (lurIv'luiiS, scareoly a 
step behind, hud his caji on ono of them as a proof tlmt it had been 
cajdiured by his rogimont.- 

Whilst this was going on in Llio centre of tho enemy’s position, 
on its extreme loft a half-battalion of tho 3rd tlikhs led by Money 
liad charged a largo body of Afghan Itrogidarfj, who Hod in haste, 
abandoning tho throe guns they had with them, fi’his snceosa com- 
pleted the rout of Ayub Khan’s forces, for his Regular troops, leaving 
the Artillery and the Ghazis to shift for themselves, “ had takcji to 
flight when Rosa turned the Rir Raimal range, and, concealed by 

1 Roberts’s Despatch. a Henamati, p. 618. 

“ It is said that Maiwimd was won hy Ghazis, or by a mob of ludoly armed 
ryota (peasants) led hy those fanatics, and one certainly saw much to oonlirni 
the idea that the strength of an Afghan arjny lies in its JrragularH.” (f-Ionsman, 

p. 622.) 
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tli,C3 miniorous vineyards and orciiards, had crossed the Argandab 
unobserved ; and ilierc being no cavalry on the lurthcr banlc to inter 
ee])t them, tlu'y all got away — tlio Iferatia retiring in good order 
to wauls 11 oral, tlii'(jugb tlu' Zcniindawar, and tlio Kabulis towards 
tlhazni, by the Khakrc/, Valley. Owing to the, intricate nature of 
the ground, tlobs had no idea of (he coniplotenoss of his victory, and 
(3.\[)eeting the enemy to talus u[) a fresh position and olTor further 
rosistaneo, bo halted his men to roplenhsh their ammunition pouches, 
and sent olf Captain Straton, the Kuperinlendent of Army Signalling, 
to tlu' Bniba Wall Kotal to he.liograxib the nows of bis huccoss to 
Roberts. Htraton nevei' sent the message, for half-way up tlio Pass 
a (fhavii leapt from a ravine and .shot him through the heart.' 

Hliortly after the two Brigades liatl resumed tlieir advance.! — 
Baker, on (ho lei't, now heading —tlu-y crossed tlio I'oad to the Baba 
Wall Pass, tlu! state of wluch, blocked as it u'as with abandoned 
guns, camp eipiipage, ammunition, grain, and forage, revealed the 
magnitude of the Afghan defeat. About n mile from iliu entrench- 
ment talien by the !)2nd Highlanders and 2nd Gurldias, they came 
upon Aynb KIuui's eami), iviUi its tents all standing just a.s tlus troops 
had left them when, early in the morning, they niarehod out to meet 
the Ih'itisli attack ; and outside one of them lay the fiody of Lieutenant 
Jleoiior Maclaine, who, taken prisomw during the retreat from Maiwand, 
had boon murdered at tlio very moment wlinn deliverance was at 
luind. Wir PriKlcrkilv Jfioborls, in his .Despatch, attributed the act 
to (he guard set over the xirisone.r ; but as the men comjjosing it 
were Regulars, and had jn-ohahly fled with their comrades an horn* 
before, it seems more likely that the nnirdorcr was a Ghazi, for the 
medical evidence went to x'^v-e tliat the one wound — a sharp out 

1 “hi (Jaxitttin Steal oil Ifer Majo-sly's Service has lost a most accomplished, 
iutolligcnt oll'u’or, uiidci' whoso inanagomeat army signalling, as applied to field 
tmrvico, n'aohod a xiitcli of xioilection innhably novor beforo attained.” (lioborts’s 
JJi'Bpatoh.) 
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in tlic lliront, wliicii liaci nearly Hevorod the head from llic body — 
bad oidy jiml/ been inflicted.' 

d'lie Mtate of the (lam}) sliowed clearly that the Afghans liad counted 
on victory, for not a tent had been struck, nor a saddle-bag cariied 
away. “ All the j'udo oquijiage t)f a half-barbai'ous army,” to quote 
the words of an eye-witnos.s, “ was left at our im‘rey--the meal, in 
the cooking-pots, the broad half-kneaded in tlu' earthen ve.s,sels, 
the bazaar with its glico-pots, dried fnuts, (lour and com — just as 
it had been deserted wdien the noise of battle rolled up from I’ir 
Rainial.” ■ Pood of all kinds was welcome Hj)oil, but of far greater 
importance wore the, Afghan guns, every one of whieli fell into the 
hand,s of the victorious troops. Pursuit was out of tho question, 
for the Infantry w(!i'o w'orn out, and by tlio time tho Bombay (lavalry 
had made their way through the deserted Baba Wali Pass and 
descended into tho Argandab Valley, tho Afghans, except for a hwv 
stragglers who were overtaken and killed,’ had crossed the rive,r, 
and were fast finding shelter among tho hills. Boss tlieroforo halted 
his men just beyond Mazra till Boberts, coming uj) w'itli Maogregor's 
column, ordered the 2iul and 3rd Brigades back to KLandabar, where 
they arrived before dark. 

Meantime, tho Bengal Cavalry Brigade was trying, hut too lato, 
to overtake and break uj) Ayub Khan’s retreating troops, 'riio 
four regimeirts comj)osing Gough’s force had remained in an enelosuro, 
part of tho walls of which had been levelled to give them free exit, 
till the heights above Gundigan had been seized by tlie 72nd 
Highlanders ; then, about 11 a.m., they issued from this shelter and 


1 “ 1 diamounted and examined Bio body. He had a clean, iiioised wound 
on the noek, which all hut severed tho head from tho body. His deatJi could 
not have taken place moit; than half an hour boforo 1 saw' him.” (Deputy 
Surgeon-General Haiibury’s Diary.) s llonsinan, p. iiSl. 

“ “ General Nuttall . . . pursued during tho afternoon, up tho Argandab 
Valley to tho east of the river, killing 100 stragglers.” (Ibid. p. 028.) 
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rode iilong tlio lIcraL road at a gallop. Beyond Gundigan ilioy 
w'heolod to tlwi right to inter])OHC between the Afghans and the; river, 
and had just traviirscd an open stretch of ground when their Ooin- 
niandcr received orders to niako for tlie ford at Kolceran, about 
three miles in his rear, ci'oss the river, and do his best to overtake 
the enemy, 'rhe order was carried out as (piiokly as possible, but 
nullahs and watercourses caused much d(‘lay,‘ and when the Brigade, 
i.ssuing from the river, had come out on to the wide, open plain on 
its western hank, the enemy whom they had hoped to overtake 
were beyond their roadi. Far away, in the direction of the caravan 
route to Girishk, a huge body of horsemen, probably Ayub Khan’s 
escort, were vani.shing in a elmrd of dust ; and the main body of 
fugitives tliat, an hour before, had crossed the river by a ford four 
or Jive mih-s higher up its stream, had already gained the lulls, which 
form the southern bntmdary of the Khakrez Valley. Gough made 
every elfort to cut o(T the tail end of the retreating Afghans, but 
l.he great heat and the c.'ihau.sted siattf of the horses, many of which 
had bec'u out eighteen hours the previous day, held him hack, and 
only a few scattered bands were overtaken and destroyed. 

At the foot of tho mountains, some of the fugitives seized a village, 
and oeciiipied a line of sangars on a rocky spur behind it. Major 
(}erard, commanding a squadron of tho Central India Horse, dis- 
mounted his men to dislodge them with cai'bine fire ; but Gough, 
fearing that ho might bo drawn into too big a business, peremptorily 
recalled him.® By this time, not only had Ayub Klian’s Kegulars 

I “ A docp dyke acrOHs our lino, wJiioIi it was impuasiblo to jutiip, now eaused 
luiK'h delay. Tho regiments Jiad to find tiieir way in single file by two or more 
narrow tracks, up and down its steop banks.” (.Duke, p. 373.) 

“Hampered as fho eavaliy were by narrow Janos and unbridged water- 
ohauools, our progress to dm Argandab river was but alow, and a lot of precious " 
time was needlessly wasted, especially in orossing tho oanals.” (Gerard’s Diary, 
p. 3U().) 

a Ibid. p. 307. 
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f;ot/ K.ifdly iiwiiy, but bis Imiffulur f{)Tf)(',s liiicl ho coiuplotoly diKporaed 
as to midvo fnrtlu'v [aii-stiit iim‘](>4h ■/ so, as llio sun sank, tJio 
Brigado roorossod the livcr l)y tlio uppcL' i'ord, passotl Maopbor, son's 
damp, whot'o it luiiu'd of tint Infantiy’s coinjdoto supw'sh, and j'odo 
slowly back to Kandahar through tho darkrusss of tlu- Baba VVali 
I’asK.-’ 

'riio Afghan loSHos in tho ))attl(' of Kandahar woro nuich hcavirr 
than tli(' Britisli. Roberts cstiniatcd the Icillecl alone at twelve 
hundred men ; his troops buried siv hundred bodies between 
Kandahar and the villagt' of l*ir l■*aim;d, and there must have 
been many wounded. 

Tho British 3o,s,ses, as will bo seeji IVoin tho following Ta.ble, wore 
not heavy when the stnmgth of the. Afghan position, and the courage 
with which it was del'ended, are taken nito account ; — 


1 “ ilust as it is dilKeiilt to uiidorstaiid tho rapidity with wliieh large ji\ambors 
nro asHoinhled in Afghanistan for lighting jau'jioHea, bo the disiKirsing of an 
Afghan army and it.s aHondant iniisses of tril)al lovios in llight is ahnost beyond 
comprehension." (Chaptniin, p. SUo.) 

■i At jiagc :)7d of his RaaMfHiom, Duke gives the following gi'iiphio 
aucount of tho I'ido of th)ngh’H Brigade : — 

“ Biding with my brother doctor of tho .‘!rd Bengal tJavalry, in roar of the two 
leading rngimonta, we saw how tho heat was (olliiig on tlio hornca. .Kvoj'y three 
or four hundred yards a chargor uas down and panting, his rider liying to coax 
him onwards. In S])ite of our etforUs, tho eimiuy gaimal tho frdl advantago of 
their start for life. t)u tho rigid of tho plain, Ciijdain lOgorton’s Hquadron of the 
iird Bimjab Cavalry charged a numhor of Afghans just breaking aoross tho jdain, 
nnd killed upwards of a hundred. Throo of his mou wove wounded Bovoroly, 
and Jjieut.enant Baker and throo othors sliglitly ; but oven hero many of tho 
enemy csoapod, tho horses being too oyhaiisted to follow. One hoi'se of this 
squadron dropped dead as ho after words arrived at tho edge of tho water. Indeed, 
ton houses Of tho ard Bengal and throe of tho 3rd Pimjah Cavalry died from the 
olfeots of the day’s heat. Other small parties of tho 3rd Punjab Cavahy Idllocl 
detached portions of tho enemy, in which Bioutonaut Beroaford’s and several 
chargers wore wounded. A sipiadron of tho Central brdia Horse, under Majoi- 
Oerard, swept along tho hills on tho loft of the jdnin, and delivered a charge 
homo with telling cdloct into a nnmljor of tho enemy w'ho had all hut reached 
the cover of the hills, and whose comradea oxiencd lire orr our troopotri." 
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Thd tlii'co British ofticora killed were 

Captain E. Straton Divisional Staff. 

Lioutenant-Colonol F. Browulow . . • 72 nd Higlilauders. 

Captain St. J. T. Frame , , . „ „ 
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iwid thfi eleven woinidofl. 


C)ii|ilaiii I-!. H. Mui-ray 
Lioulonan), S. Cl. If. Monro. 
r/iou(('iii\nt' S. A. JVIdiv/.iiiFi . 
Ijinuli'UiinC I). VV. iStew.'ift. . 

Ciiplain (i. W. VVillock 
Ijinuieiinni Ij. S. J-1. linker . 
Lieuleiianli N. R R (lluiinl)erlain 
Lio.uConiiniJI.OheHuey 
Lionleiiiuit-Cloloiu'l A. Battyo . 
LieutenanC-CoIoiU'l V. li', ICoweroft 
Mnjnr .1. Ik Slater 


7lluil Tlit'lilancler.'i. 

Otlml iriKlilaiulera. 

.‘!r(l P>('nf;a| (lavali'y. 
.‘Ird I’linjab tliivaliy. 
(loniral India linr.sc*. 
yiird I’ioneer.s. 

2tid (Jiirldina. 
dtlk Ctiirklia.s. 

2nd Sikhn. 


In the First, llrigado, tlie imcler-inontioned oHioei's and men 
fipocially diHlinguislnsd Ltusmwdvo.s in the attiiuk on (Inndi Mnlla 
Sahi bdad ‘ ; — 


Major G. 8. Mdiito . 

Private John Dotmia 
Di’uiniiior dainua Boildick 
Liisiitonant H. S. Wlioatley 
Sepoy Manga! Jaiai . 

,, Wazir Sing Nargarkoti 
,, Makkai'oah Rimn . 

,, Bisram Tliapa 
,, Maniram l,oliar 

and 


Major G. S. White . 
Lieutenant G. W. H. Douglas 
Corporal William McGillvray 
Private Peter Grieve 
„ John Metntosh 
„ D. Grey 
Major S. B. Beecher . 
Havildar Gopal Borah 
Sepoy Inderhir Lama 
„ Tikaram Jiwas . 


!)2ud IJiglilandorH. 

> » » » 

> ) > * 

2iul (luiichiiH. 

»> ■>» 


M »> 


!)'2nd Highlander, s. 

1? 9 > 

Ik »> 

a ft 

79 »J 

7 t »l 

2nd Gui'Jcbas. 

79 »» 

i) 9 t 

97 J» 


llohorta’a Deapatoh. 
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shov^rc-d groat gallantry and forwardness in tlie attack on the Afghan 
entrcneluncnt near the foot of the Baba Wall Pass.* 

In the Second Brigade the following BritLsh officers, Native olficorSj 
non-coinmissioned officor.s, and soldiers were mentioned for consjriouous 
conduct during the ai.l.ack on (hindigan and the edearing of tlie 
surrounding enclosures - : — 

Lieuti'iiiMit-CokmelJ. , I. Boswell .... 2 ik 1 Sikha. 

klajoL' ir. M. Pi'iiH 

Major ,1. R. Rlatcr 

Major R K. lla.atiugB 

dubiwliu'-Major tiurbaj Sing 

Jemadar Alla Sing 

Naiek Dir Sing 

Se])oy iliildin 

„ Jai Sing „ 

,, Portal) Sing 

„ RirSing 

Colour-Sfs'goautlT. JaooliB 72nrl Ilighlander.s. 

(lolour-Sergoiuit H. [jiuider ,, „ 

Liinoe-Oorpcn'al J. (lordon „ ,, 


OtSSJOUVATION 

fcJo far as tho Infantry was concerned, the battle of Kandahar 
was the battle of a good tactician, every big and little unit in the 
'.Porco SLipjiorting all the rest ; hut the part assigned to the Cavalry 
in tho t)riginal ])lau made tho work of the Infantry harder than it 
need have been, and lost to tho vietora the full fruits of their victory. 
Ju his account of tho ongagomont, the Times Correspondent, General 
Vaughan,'' gave it as his opinion that better results would have boon 
obtained if the Cavalry had been attached by regiments to the different 
Bj'igaclc!.s ; but a careful consideratton of the ground on wliich the 
battle was fought and of tho relative positions of the opposing forces, 

1 lloborta’a Despaloh. ^ Ibid. 

“ M y Rerviae, in ilie Indian Army, by Sir Lather Vaughan, K.C.B., Appendix VI, 
p, 291 ; also Timas, Ootobar i6th, 1880. 



5i 6 'rilK SECOND AFGHAN WAR 

point, s to tlu) ooxicliiHion tliat tlio fault lay, not in i,]io niasHing of tlio 
ciivali'y l■C‘;|;ilnonts, hnt in tlio original intontion to fonlino thoir action 
to tho left banlc of tlio Argandali, an orroi' oori'ooiocl in llio end, but 
coi'i'octod too late. If, on the evening of tlie, 31st of August, the 
Cavalry, tlu! florsts Artillery, and a regiment of Infantry had Ixu'ii 
posted at Kolf(>ran, ri'.ady to cross tlie liver nevt day as soon a.s Baker 
had captured Cundigan ; and if, favoured by the open ground on 
its rigid bank, they hfid flushed rafiidly ujistream towards tlie higher 
ford, the discovery that their lino of retiuud was in danger would 
have Aveakened the Afghan disfenco, and tlieir whole fioBition would 
ha, VC fallen into Roas’s hands witli ooin})aratively liilic loiis to liim 
and at a heavy cost to tho enemy, whoso regular tiuiops, instead of 
retiring in good order, would liavo been utterly routed and clisporsod. 

Ilie capture of all Ayub Ivlian’s guns luiglit seem to give finality 
to hiiS flcfeafc ; but lu' soon I’allied liis follow'c-r.s, with the result that 
the r.ndian Covernment had to keep a mueh larger force at Kandahar 
throughout tho winter than was necessary for tlio y>i'ctecliou of tho 
city against local hostility, and that after the dciiaviure of the British 
garrison, a second battle of Kandahar had to be fought befoju Abtlur 
Rahman could establish his sovereignty over iSoiitliorn Afghanistan. ‘ 

1 The) niisUiko which had such sorieiis oonsoipiciu'OH could not be excused 
on the [iloa of ignoviiueo of the. locality, for both aides of tho Argaiidab were 
known to offieors of the gartisou, and to Colonel Chapman and other ofiloora of 
tho Bengal Division ; jind they cannot have failed to jioiiit out io Roberts that 
tho gi'ound on tho right limik of tho river was as favimi'able, as tiuit on tho left 
bank was uulavourable, to Cavalry operationa. — II. B. H. 



CHAPTER XXXIX 

Evacuation of Northern Afghanistan 

Ably Hcconded by Ids (Jldef of tlio Stuff, (Jolonel W. S. A. Lockhart, 
and by Ids AHsistaiit vVdjutimt-Ccnoral, Major W. J. Boyos, Sir Ronald 
Stewart, wJdlst assinting Rob('rt.s in the oi'ganization of Hie Kandahar 
Jf'ield Foj'ce, had l)een enojgetieally eontinning the preparations 
for Ids own I'etin-nient fi'oin Kabul, and on the 5th of August Jiatl 
sent the following tclegi'am to the Viceroy : — “ All our objects have 
been attained, and notliing remains to bo done but to liand over 
Kabul to tiie Amir, who is naturally anxious to establish himself in 
his ca])ital and bring Ids government into working order. Politically, 
withdrawal now will he. well timed, and it happens we shall leave 
Kabul on the day fi.xed for the purpose two nirmths ago. The state 
of alTau's at Kandahar, moreoven-, renders it highly necessary that 
wo should avail ourselvc'.s of present opportunity, whilst country 
here is (pilot and free from compUcaHons." '■ 

This mossago Lord Ripon repeated to Hu^ Secretaiy of State, 
with the following endorsement of its view.s. ” We arc of ojiinion 
that Stewart’s projiosal to evacuate Ivalnil must bo approved. 1 
('ntircly agree witli him as to political importance of seizing present 
opportunity ; if we let this slip the situation may change, and we 
may bo unable to ivitfidraw witliout serious embarrassment.” 1 
entirely approve evacuation of Kabul,” wa.s Lord Hartington’s reply 
and the withdrawal, sanctioned by both Covernments, began only 
a day later than the day originally fixed for it. 

^ Afylmnistan (1881), Ko. 1 , p. 53. 

S17 


a Ibid. 
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u cUvrrjrcncc of viow on a point of oarcUnal iiTijjOT'tanca 
liiicl Muddciily d('cl!n'('d itwolf Ijotw^ocit SkovarL and bin I’oliliioa! Rllioer. 
Hir Donald, dihfa'iiHlfnl of Akdiir Ilaliiiian, both aw a ruloi- and an 
ally, wa.s iniwilliii'r to givo hiju anna, or to lenvo him in poHSCbaion 
of tlio fortiluiationa cvootod by Roborth.* Lopol (Irilhu, convinred 
tliat tho new At»iir waa an able man, and Hinocrc in Ids wish to live 
on good fionns witli tho Indian (Jovernnumt, dosirod, within reasonable 
limits, to strengthen his hatuln. The order to blow np all tlin works 
around Kabul, had been given wibbont (Ivilbn’s knowleflge, and 
wlu'ri he beard of it fH'cddentally from tlie Commanding ICngineer, 
lie went straight to iStewart to express ids siirprisi' tliat so important a 
(h'cision sbotdd nut have bocni eommmdoated to him. Wtewart defended 
his silenee on the ground that the retention or desi.nictioii of forti- 
lioations was a matter entiivly for Die ndlitary aiitliorities, and th'olared 
tluvt, as a soldier, he could not consent to leave behind him forts 
and walls which, at some future day, might he used against Biitish 
troops ; but tlriffin refused to admit that a qui'stion Avldch involv('d 
grave political issues, could be regarded as a purely ndlitary eruvoeru ; 
and ])ointed out tliat the settloimmf. just eoncluded aimed at the 
reconstitution of a strong Afghanistan, stivnding in friendly relations 
to the Indian Government ; and that if, with one liand, Sir Donald 
led Abdur Rahman into Kabul and, with the other, blew up the 
works thali might enable the Amir to Iiold Ids own in that city, he 
would discredit 1dm with his bubjeets, and abandon him did'cnoelcss 
to tho attacks of his enemies, who, however divided among them- 
selves, would be certain to combine for Ms overthrow. Kve-n from 
the military standpoint tho Political Officer condemned the General's 
refusal to accord the Amir material aid, arguing that, though a lavish 

“ tfrifliu is much taken with Abdur ftaliuiaii’s intolligomoo and nioo mannors. 
■Uiifortanatoly, like all Afghans, he wants cveiythiiig from ns, and all he has U> 
give in exchange is the chance of his friendship. The fact is, wo have made 
a moss of tho Imsiness, I fear, and have boon wasting our time on a man who 
has no real strength of ids own.” (Sir Domld Stewart’s life, p, 374.) 
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gift of gun» and rifles might lio dangovous, a moderato number, sufficient 
to unable him to arm his own special fi'icnds, would act as a check on 
tlie tribes that might he tempted to harass tlie retiring British force, 
whilst tlie possession of vast fortifications, re((uiring large numbers 
of trf)opa to hold, would bo a .security against treacherous pur, suit, 
shordd truach(uy outer iirto the Amir’s plans. 

Ifinding that ho could make no impression on Storrart by spokeir 
argmrrcnts, Griffin withdi'cw to embody them in a memorandum ; 
and, rrhen thi,s also failed to alter the General’, s views, ita appealed 
to tlie Government of India, who twice refused to interfere. For- 
tunately for 7\.fghaniatan, and fortunately for India, Mr. Lepel Griffin 
was not a man to he daiiul.ed ; and when, in jirotesting for the third 
f/imo againsi, wliat he saw to ho a fatal error, he requested that his 
(irotest .should be placed on official record, tlie Government gave 
way, and telegrafiliod f.o .Stewart directing him to come to an iinder- 
Htanding \idth his [hilitioal Otfieor. Lt would seem that, on reflection, 
Sir Donald had arrived at the conclusion that the position he hiid 
taken up wa,s le.ss vital than ho had .at first declared it to bo ; for 
lie now told Gi'ifiin that, if ho were convinced that Abdur Rahman really 
.set great store liy the fortifications, ho would cancel the order for 
tlieir destruction. I’lio proof a.skod for was cpricldy forthcoming. 
The same evening a swift me,ssong 0 r carried to Abdur Rahman Griffin’s 
imstructions for a letter to he written to himself, in which the Amir 
was to set forth the dangers that would threaten his position at Kabul 
if the fortifications wore destroyed ; and when, the next morning, 
an explicit and strongly worded request that they might be loft intact, 
arrived and was laid before Stewart, the General yielded “ gracefully 
and cordially ” to the Political Officer ; and “ if he thought) the 
Amir’s letter a strangely timely one, he never showed any surprise.” ^ 

1 “ The situatioii was thus happily saved ; hut 1 was certain then, and am 
certain now, that if the fortifications hod been blown uju and this insulting 
display of distrust had been shown to our chosen noininee in the sight of all 
.^ghanistan,^ Abdur Bahman would neve,!' have ostablishod himsolf at Kabul, ^ 
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on iliiH vita,l point and ii])'|)risod of tlio approiieiiinff 
departni'o of tlio Ifritiwli ti'oops, Alicliir Ralniuin had lieou drawing 
ii(‘iir(>.r to Kabul; and, on tlio niorning of tho 1 Hli of Augufat, ho 
and Wir Donald hitowart ino(,, for tho first a.u<l last, timo, ontwklo tho 
■vvoHtorn gato of tho iShorpur oanf.imniont. It was tlio Afglian Prinoo 
who had asked for tho interviow, yet, oiu'e Inside tho tout in which 
it was to lio hold, ho soomod to have nothing to say ; and as neither 
Wtawart, nor tho two floriorals, Hills and (lough, who had acoompanied 
him, could speak Persian, tlioro was an awkward silenee after Ijopol 
(li'ilfin had linishod making a tew ooinplinu'utary roinarks, so that 
yir Donald lost patience and was in tho a<‘t of rising, when tho Amir's 
tongue was snddouly loosoued. With wai'iiifii and oarru'stnosN 
Ahdnr Itahman now thanked ytowart and (Irillln for the honour 
and oonsidoratioa they liad shown him throughout tho lu'gotiations, 
and oxpvossetl Ids deep gratitude to the Biitish (lovevnineut for 
having jilaoed him on tlio throne of liis ancostors. His iiiteroslH 
and f/ho interests of that (lover'iimont wore one, so he deelarc'd, and 
his friendship for it \wmld bo nndying. All pj'osent were struck 
by tile sincerity of tiie Amir’s tone and manner, and it was wiiih 
feelings of genuine compassion tliat tlio tlu-oo (louerals part/od from 
a man who would, tlicy beliovcd, soon fall a victim to the rivalries 
by which ho was suiTounclod. The Political Officer, who had had 
many opportunities of judging of Abiiur Rahman’s cluii-acter and 
abilities, took a more luipeful view of his prospects, believing that 
if the Britisii Government only extended to him its full and ungrudging 
support, he would overcome Buccossfplly liis many diffioultios.'- 

and Afghanistan would liiave falloa back into ifJio olnwis and auaiicliy from which 
thoilate Amir saved lit,” (Articjlo entitled “ AifghniiisLnn and tl,ii' Indian ’Prontior,” 
(by Siir li- (Orifiin, K.U.iS.L, in the Forin^ghlly lf,em,civ of Nyvoii,il)ur, 19(11, wi'iltog 
,a few weeks after ilie death of Abdur Rahman.) 

r “ Very (few persons believed tbfl(t Abdur Rah, man eouki maintain li,imsoM on 
file throne, and oven tho Foreign Secretary, Sii' Alfred bynll, tlie ablest of the 
Simla officials, who posseasad an intiniato knowledge of Afghan affivirs, prophesiod 
fhat tho Am,ir would ha vp to leave the couiftey with the British army.” (Ibid.j) 
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At the end of tlio interviow, the Aaiii- rode bacsk to his camp to 
jirepai'c for the morrow’s piddle entry into Kabul, and the Britisli 
oflicers returned to Shorpur to make over the cantonment, tlio Bala 
liitihar, and tlio forts on the various heights around the city, to the 
Afghan olfioials appointed to receive them. When the last of them 
had changed hands, all the troops in and around Kabul, organized 
into one Oivision, commanded by Major-General Hills, and every 
regiment and detachment scattered along the hundred and eighty 
miles which sejiarate Kabul from Peshawar, stst tlioir faces eastward 
and marched for home. 'I’he whole movement u'es carried out in 
aeeoi'danee with a programme drawn u]) by Major Boyes and 
issued to every (Jommanding Officer, iStall'-Oificcr, and Head of 
Department ; and to i)rovont any clashing of troops, the exact 
liosition of each emps was tolograiihed daily to Sii’ Donald tStewart’s 
Head-Quarters. 

The foi'cc now set in motion amounted to tiventy-thrco thousand 
men, of whom, as shown by the accompanying Table, about seven 
thousand started from Kabul : — 


'I'AKbE. 


Major-heumil J. Hills (lommancling. 


Boyid Arlillory 
CnviUry 


I ll-U (larrison Battery. 
1 ti-t Field Jfattery. 

1 1st Punjab Cavalry. 
(2nd Punjab t'avaliy. 


Ist Infantry Brigade — Brigadier-! leneral 0. (fougli eommamling. 

2-t)th Foot. 

28Ui Punjali Infantry. 

45th Sikhs. 


2nd Infautry Brigade — Bngadior-Gcnoral E. J. Hughes co/rynapdiiig, 

59lh Foot. 

3rd <jhurk|hns. 

19th l^unjah liifiuitry.iL 


/ Part sent ojx with convoy^. 
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;ivfl (nlLinl/vy BiiHncln— Bi-jgailit'v-Creiier.il VV. D.unil (’oniintmtliiifr. 

(i7(li li’ool. 

I’urijiib Infiuilry.i 
/Jfch I’liiijiil) Ijifiiiil^ry. 

I)i vinii)mil ( .'j ()oiin>aiiio.i Honff.il Sii |)|)oi.s aiul Miiicih. 

^'iio t'orpH ot (lUidoH. 

TJio HtmigLli of tlio fom' which Kiarclicd oof of Kabul fowarda 
j^isHlvawar ^vaa an follovvH ; — ■ 


(li'RORl A RimjRN DATKI) I7'l'll AU<!US'1\ lN('l,nj)lN<i THK 
(JARHI.SONB AtS BAR AS .lAGDAbbAK) 



Tlie undci'-iiicnUow'd Icoop.s had Icl’l, Kalud prcvdouMly on 
thoir return journoy to India, and are not inoludod in tlic above 
roturn ; — 

A-T5 Royal Hoi'hq AvUllery ' 

Royal Artillovy, Field Battery .... 

0-11 „ „ Rbplmnt Battery . . . About i>, 000 men. 

12-9 „ „ „ „ . . . 

lOfh Bengal Laiioers 

6 companies JBoiigal Sajjpors 

In addition to the foregoing there wero, on the Line of Communica- 
tions between Bntkhak and Lundi Kotal, under Major-Ceneral R. 0. 


^ i’art aont on with oouvoys. 
“ Rogiansntal foliowors only. 
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Bright (who.se hoa<l-qiiart('rH wove at iSaferl Sang), sonio 14,000 troops, 
disposed a.s J’ollows, viz : — 

Srd iHcclinn . — tVom TJutkhak to Safcd Wang, under Brigadier-General R. 
Salo-Rill, 

2 (hins No. 4 Hazara Mountain Jkitteiy (from TCabul). 

(ith Biagoon tinards (Oaraliineors). 

17th Bengal (Javalry. 

251 h Boot. 

22nd Punjab Infantry, 
aotii 

2?)f/ Hvetion. — Prom Rozabad to Dakka, under Brigadioi'-Gonoral J. Doran. 
U-ii Royal Artillery. 

Bait of 5tli Bengal Cavalry. 

8(h Bengal Infantry. 

Otli ,, ,, (part of). 

1st MadruB Infantry (part of), 
inib „ 

(il'iio fii'st iSooLion, from Lnndi Kotal to l^o.shawar, is not includt^d 
in this btiitemimt.) 

The following “ Movoahio (Jolunms ” wore also held available 
111 tlu! vioinity of the rnaiu road: — 

Mo, 1 Movmhh Ooliinm — Prom Bafud Sang at Maidandan, overlooking the 
IJiBsarak Valley:-- 

4th Bungal t'aviilry (pari. of). 

5) St Boot. 

ii IhI Bunjab Infantry, 
hst Gliurkhay. 

Mo. 2 Moveable. C'ali/Mt/.—N&iv JolMabiul : — 

2 (tuiiH No. 1 Mountain Battery. 

4tb Bengal Oavaliy (Tlead-quartorB). 

2-5tb BusiluJi-B. 

!)th Bengal Infantry (Hoad-qnarlorM). 

Int MadruH Infantry (iiart of). 

At Pesk JJoluk 

b-C Royal Artillery. 

5th Bengal Cavalry (lload-quartera). 

2-14tli Boot. 

:!2nd Bionoore, 

1 oomiiany Madras Sappers ami Minsiti. 
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'I'o itiovf twenty- Llin'c tliousand discii)liiie(l tn)()])H over rough 
I'oiuiw, running llu'ough .sweltering vall(>ys, with high pas.se.s or narrow 
delilt'.s at eithei' end ; to eueain|) them, Jiiglit al’U'i' night, on oriun])ed 
spaeeH, witlv limited wator-si\pply, ])k‘U'eting every height and weivre.hing 
every lateral valley, lest .some siuhlen attack .should break their 
n'st, rvas, in iisc'll', no easy task ; l>\ii its dilliwdties were trebled 
by the lU'cc'.ssity of su|)plying tbe need.s and a.s.suring tlie .safety of 
forty tliousand eainp-tollowers, to say nothing of many Hindus and 
some Afglian yirdars, wlio had ehs-ted to go int.o e\ile I'atlier t.han 
rc'iuain within reaeli of A))dur llahman'.s strong hand. Larg(' drovo.s 
of eattk' aceomjainied the fugitives, and tlie tran.sjtort for the vast 
ho,st consisted of every d<-seription of ca,i'riage- carts, liackf'i’ie.s, 
ekkas, elephants, camels, mules, ponies, donkeys, and pack hulloeks ' 
—many of them without drivers, for the lla/.aras engaged at Kabul 
had desertiid, l.hough tlieiv expenses for the icturu jom'iicy had boon 
guaranteed to them. 

The whole Kalnd Division eneamp('d the livst niglit at Dutkhak ; 
but the second night, owing to the limited sjiaee availalile at Lattaband, 
trough’.s Brigade, wdiich acted as rear-guard l.hrougliout tire inaroli, 
halted threu' luilcss sluu't of tlu' Kotal. iriie third evening, the rear- 
guard did not got into Boh Baba till 9 ]).m., and many of the baggage 
animals, laden since 4 a.ju., never got in at all, but lay down and died 
on the road. There was lioavy work to be done and htu'dslups to 
be. borne by every man in the retiring force-, but the brunt of the 
suffering fell on the tranH])ort, a.nd the w-orst of the fatigue and wun-ry 
on the troops that had it in charge. It is impossible to describe 

^ “The Return llarcli to India under >Sir Donald Htowart in 18811," by 
laoutoirant-Colonel WflUer J. .Boyes. Journal oj Royal Untied Rri me Iwtilvlion, 
Vol. XXAVIT. 1803, No. 180. 

O’ho carriage ... of the sick down from the front was a great strain to 
luy transport, as tlio greater portion wore convoyed in carte holow Safed Sang 
to Jollalahad, whoi-o they embarked on rafts, w'hioh, for invalids, were jxsouliarly 
advantfigeous, reducing, as they did, the joiimoy by sojiie four days." (Ropol’t 
of Lieutenant-Colonel H. St. G. 3'uok(sr, Ohief Director of Transport.) 
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in ado(jua,to torms tlic diffieulliios and pcrplnxitics which devolve 
upon the reiu'-gniird of an army luarcliing by confined, w'atorlosa 
roads in a mountainous region under a broiling sun. Loads get 
disjjlaccd and must he readjusted ; a ponj^ or a camel casts its load, 
which must bo roi)laeed or transferred to another animal, or a wheel 
comes off in tlio naT'i'owi^st and most difficult part of the. road. Each 
and every sucli incident causes a check along the whole line and a 
huddling together of animals ensues ; ponies and mules begin to 
fight and lack ; weak and jaded folio we r.s declare they cannot inarch, 
hut they must bo got on somehou'. iSuch, in a few words, arc .some 
of the over-recurring dilemmas wliicli, from morn till night, tax the 
patience and endurance of a baggage or rear-guard. Tlie emharrass- 
ments aliove red'erred to are considerably enhancetl wlien, as in this 
inataneo, the transport is of a very niix('d Irind. Movement must 
then bo regvdated by tlu' pace of the slowest animal.” ' 

iSo wrote Br)y(;s in his narrative of the mai'cli, and the pioburo 
is not c'xaggerated. 'Tliei’e are no statistic.s to sliow the jicroentago 
of sickness among l.lu' troops subjc'ctc'd to theses luirassiug and ex- 
hausting conditions, lusr liow many of tlie “ jaded follower.^ ” died 
on tins resad, but the repisrt of Major (1. flaytc-r, Director of Kabul 
Ti'ans])ort, shows that of the nines thousand foui' Inmdred and thirty- 
throo animals starting from that city, thirteen hundred and eighty 
perished ; one convoy alone losing a hundred and eighty-five camels 
out of four hundnxl and seven, iu crossing the Lattaband Pas.s. 

Beyond Heh Baha, owing to the confined nature of the country, 
it became necessary to move' the force by brigades ; and after 
Ga,ndama,k, where it concentrated for the last time, it had to be 
broken up into half-biigades, the scant 5 r supply of water and the 
narrow eamping grounds in the Kliybcr forbidding the passage of 
any larger body. In consoquenoe of this roarrangoraent, the rear- 
guard remained at Hafed Sang from the 18th to the 23rd of August, 
1 “ The Return March to India under Sir D. Sffivvart,'’ by Colonel Boyos, 
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Mild wlu'ii ii j'c'Kuiiiod its maroh, it took with it a larjfe ai^cumulation 
(>!' heavy eainp etjuipage and twenty tl\ousaivd tuanuds (over seven 
hundred tons) of ordnanoo stores, oarriage for wlu'eii was provided 
hy u(.ili'/,ing every sink camel that Avas j)roiioun(.“ed capable of oariying 
a liglit load.' lUven with this aid sonx' (iovennneut propi'i'ty, food 
stud's, and grain had to be left beliind at this and other posts, and 
th(‘ Kliiijianis and men of Ilissarak fouglit hei'cely for the possession 
of some' twenty or tliii-ty eai-tloads of jiiisnellaneoUiS stores abandoned 
at Baaawnl, the latter eanying off the lion’s shan>.'' Al. Dakka, 
Gough’s Brigade halted again to cover the troops still defiling through 
tho TChyber, and on tlu* 1st of Heptember iuov('d on to Lundi Kotal, 
whci'i' Its Goinmander was instructed to remain till further orders. 

Practically, tho British retiremont from Novthci'ii Afghanistan 
had beam unopposed, 'Phere were a few attempts to plunder, and 
tlu) Ktmjianis assembled in large numbers, but, warned by Gough, 
did nothing to impede his march; and, so far fi'oiu sidVering from 
hunger, tiie trotjps enjoyt'd almost a supertluity of good tilings, tlmnks 
to tho Gliief Director of M'ransport, (folouel 'Piieker, n'ho, fovcseiung 
that the exodus from Kabul might eonu' at any mouK'ut, on his 
own raspiousihility, had sent hack the tran.s])ort animals, which had 
brought to Peshawar the heavy baggage and surplus urdnama' stores, 
laden with food stulfs and forage, for distribution nil along the line 
of communications. ' 

Day hy day, as tho troops moved forward, tho Poree under Kir 
D. Btowart’a command grow lo,s.s and less, for each coipti, as it emerged 
from the. Khyber, came under tho iurisdietion of Major-General 
G. C. ITankin, commanding tlio Posharvar Distiiefi. Hfnddu’.s in- 
structions Avero to avoid a largo assemblage of men at the Harri- 

1 Report by Lt.-Colonol H. St. G. Tucker, Chief Dimotor of 'rrHusport- 

a Major 0. I-faytor, Dirootor of Kabul Transport. 

^ " There seems to luive been some inisuralorBlanding regarding the oarriage 
for this particular station.” (Liouteniinl-Colonol IT. Bt. fk 'J'uckor’a Iteport.) 

4 Ibid. 
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Sing-ke-liui'j euofiinpnu'iit, midway bctwooii Jnmrad and Pe.shavvai'j 
and (a) preveiil. any delay at rcsliawar itself, ui on the banks of the 
TndiiH. Ijieiitonant-tloloiK'l (1. B. VVolscley, who had had fonsiderablo 
(jxpei'ioncH' in the moving oi ti'ooiis both on tbo Kandahar and Knratn 
linoiS, vvUiH sent to IJankin as Chief of the Staff, to assist in the laborious 
work of planning and suporvising the orderly march of nine batteries 
of Artillery, nitu' regiments of Cavalry, twenty-one regiments of 
Infantry, and ciglit eomyranies of Sai)pera and Miners. The diflioult 
task of setting thonsands of men across the swollen rhuT at Attock 
and Klui.shalgarh — the Commandi'r-hi-Chi('f liad agreed to Hankiuts 
re(jn(‘st that he jnight be allowed to nse both the Grand Trnirlc and 
Kohat roads— fell to Cajitain C. A. Cartbew ; and, as in the previous 
yc'ar, great assistance was rendered to tlui Jihlitary authorities by 
Mr. II. 11. Beckett, Deputy Coinmissioner of Iksdauvar, who collected 
the live Jniudi'ed boattmm ni'odt'cl for the ojicriition, and warded off 
a tliroateiied strike among tlunu by his Hrmnos.s and tael.^ 

Thanks to the lapidily witlr which the dispersion of the troops 
wa.s cflVeted, to the hea.ltliiness of the auinmi'r of 1880, and to the 
unremitting attemtion ilevot('d to the sanitary arrairgeinonts by 
Deputy jHnrge(m-Ch‘n(.‘.ral B. T, Ki'aa('i', and his tw'O principal meclioal 
olUcers, Bnrgeon-Major ,J. Good and Hiu'geon-Major J. ilrownc,“ 
only the Oth Boot, the last regiment to leave* Afghan territory, was 
attacked by cholc'ra beTore roaelung the Indus. A second outbreak 
ocicurred after crossing tliab river, at the 11 ussan-Abdal encamping 
ground, but both were of a nuld type, and occasioned very slight 
' delay. 

Though the Hesad-Quartors Stall was not broken up till the 31st 
of August, Sir Donald Stewart left Jellalabad on the 23rd for Lundi 

I See Cliaptoi' J. of this Volume—" 'DieMaroh of Death.” 

3 Upwards of 60 sick officers, 1,400 Jlritiah soldiers, 3,000 Native soldiers, 
and 3,800 enmp-lollowers from tlio front had. passed through the hands of these 
three modioal nUiew's during the previous six inonlhs. 
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Kol.al, wlu'fc lu' fU'i'ivod Uio lU'xfc clay. All lii.s aT'i'nngotu('n(.s had 
worked and were working w(dl, and ids ])resenoe and adviuo were 
more ma'ded at, Simla, where many military [)i’ol)lem,s wt're awaiting 
.solid, ion, than with the troops whose safety was now fully as.sured. 
As (ptestions eomiented with tlie oeonpation of the Khyl)er were 
among tho.se that would have to be decided, he halt(‘d on hi.s way 
down iind made a careful insjieotion of Lundi Kotal and Ali Ma.sjid. 
“ Tho worst site po.ssilde for a oantonment or advanei'd post ; every 
pos.siblo objection could be made to it,” ‘ was his verdict on tho 
formor po.sitLou, and the latter, though ” exceedingly strong,” ho 
coudenmod as too mueli scattered, too extensive to he " held, if 
.soi'jousiy attacked.” ^ 

At Peshawar, where he arrivixl on the .‘lOth of August, Hr Ronald 
had a long conversation on frontier alfairs witli tlie Commissioner 
of the* District, Colonel W. (1. VVatertield. d’ho two men W'ore of 
ono mind ii.s to the “general priuci])le of withdrawing all troops 
from tho frontier,” hut dillered as to the .status to he accorded to 
the. border tribes ; Waterfield desiring to make them indepeudent 
both of jCfghanistan and India, which in Ktewart’s o))inion would he 
a mistake. 

On tho 31st of August, Htevvart liandiul ovei’ comma, nd of all 
the troops .still Lu ISloithern Afghanistan to (icmu'al Hright, and 
travelled uj) to Simla, whero Lord Itipon met him with a JicarLy welcoino 
and the olfer of a seat on his Council, madii vacant by the resignation 
of Sir Edwin Jolimson ; and wliore, a few days later, lie received 
the gratifying intelligence that the. Queen had oonferi'cd upon him 

L 8ir D. Stewart's Lije, p, 383. 

Deputy Surgeou-Detioral A. Smith, in consultation with tho Principal 
Medical Ohioer of the Kliybor Iforoo. also onrofuUy inapoctod tho .site, and 
rooordod the opiniou that “froia something iuhoront in the position and 
climate of Lundi Kotal, It is a most unhealthy station for European l,i'oop8,” 
and “ strongly recommended, on sanitary grounds, that it bo abandoned.”— 
H, B. H. 2 Ibid, ]i. 383. 
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the (jvniid (!ro4s o[ Uic Uatli, in recognition of his great aervices, 
both Jiiilitary and iiolitieiil, in Afghaiiistiui. Ilia own verdict on 
th(' ])eriod wluoli covered thoae aervicea ia rocordeci in hia Diary dated 
Jainrad, Augiiafc — “(fot out of Afghnnistan to-day with aomo 
pleasure. The laat tv\'o years have hoen eventful ones in my life, 
and r am tlianlcfid that I liavo come tlirougli them without any 
discredit in any partieulnr ; ” ' and this modest judgment must, 
on tlie whole, hf‘ (uidorsed by the historian. During the two years 
in which iSij' l)f)nald Jiad e.\erci.sed absolute power over the live.s 
ami fortunea of a e.oiupiereil ))eopl(', he had never been guilty of an 
act of injiiatioe oi' cruelty ; lie had dene hi.s best to soften the hard- 
sliips wliieb the military occupation of a very poor country miiBt 
entail iqiori its [leople ; and he had succeeded in preserving the 
peace of the territorh's undm- his rule and in winning the res])ee.t, 
if not the alT(‘otion, of tlio inhahitanls of Kandahar. But if as an 
achuiuistmtoj' lie takes rank with hia great predecessor, Kir William 
Nott, as a soldier he takes rank below him. It is inqrossiblc to picture 
to onesc'K Nott throwing away hia transport in a purpo.scless march 
i.() Khelat-i-dhil'/.ai, or committing the tactical blunders which so 
neai'ly ended in rlisaster at Ahmed Rhel ; and yol., though remembering 
those two iiu'ideiils, Ntewart, had reason to bo tliankful that ho had 
escaped discredit- he may well have felt in later life that hia greatest 
aeiiiiwemeidi, Die admirahly conceived and e.’i.ccutcd evacuation of 
Northern Afghanistan, overshadowed by the brilliancy and success 
of Itoherls’s march on Kandahar, was not appreciated at its true 
vahuu d’he claims of that acini' vemont to the admiration of every 
HimiouH stutlent of military history, wore well summed up by Oolone] 
Doyes in Ihe article entitled “ I’lie, Return March to India under 
Kir Donald Ktewart," already quoted from Taking into con- 
sidi'i'ation (so he wrote) the sisco of the Aj-my, 23,()()l> men ; the imniber 
of carap-followiu'S, some d0,000 at least ; the largo iiuantity of stores, 


U 


’ A'/r I). lAjet p. 3S7. 
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ammunition, ami Hiipplios ; ilic mixed desciipLion of transport; 
the dilticult jiatui'c of tiio country ; tiie lawless, I'veeboothig ekavactcr 
of the trilies along the route ; and tho H<MS(m of lire year when the 
mai'C'li was mad(', it in not too nuieh to say tliat tlu' return of tlio 
Afgimn field l''oree to India in 1880, under (ienetal Sit Donald Stewart, 
in one of tlie moat strildng e.\ani})le.s on lecord of how ti liighly-dia- 
eiplined, \vell-organiz,ed force in tlie hands of a alcdfiil Deneral ean 
HUeee.a.sfnlly overcome tho greatest dillioulties.” 

The witlulrawal from Kabul accomidiHlied, the (foveminent 
turned its attention to the evacuation of the Kuritm. I'hia valley, 
once so iirdently coveted by Lord Lytlon, luid hetm steadily sinking 
iit value under the tc'St of actual posHession. No one now tlrcamed 
of dominating Kaliid from the Sluitnrgitrdan Ihiss, and Uie road 
to that city which was to Mupersccl(‘ tlie I'vliylier route, had eomo. to 
be regarded hy Holierts himself as a mere- “ ))y-road.” The C'om* 
mander-in-(!hief had never nourished any delusions as to the military 
importance of the ICuram. In October, 1878, he had recommended 
that Rolierts’s Division should bo transferred to I'esliawar ; in August, 
1871), ho had anticipated what aotunlly mtcuiTed a few u'celvs lafev 
in i.hc advanec on Kabul,* and it was iherefiu'c no svonder that w'licu 

1 “ The Sliutargardan must ever lio conskleml a IjiuI hue' (if mililiuy I'oin 
iminioatiims. Idora Ihvlnl) Kilki, njiwards, tile roiwl jiiisHcs (hriaiglj a (hflirult 
couivky owi’ die I’oiw.ir Kola! (8,500 feel) nnwiwil tu (lu' ivavrow flelile eiC lla'/-iu' 
Danikht, attaining on die eresi ol Iho Siiutavgnrdiui im elevatiuu of D.'JOO feet. 
7'lie deHcoiii, lo Dnbimdi and Ku.slii is oxtromcly ditlicail and .slenp ; for wheole'c] 
uariiago-B it is impriU'ticable, and it. would lake a vast e.'C)>('mlitum of money to 
make it paa.salile. Tim veiriat ion of altitude in tlio sboi'i. dintanee vviiieh .'a'piiratoH 
Habib Killa from Ku.slii is surely in itself proliibitoiy of all tliouglit of a railway 
boyoncl Kiiram. 'I'lie above feiitui'es indieatc onoviuous (.liineulties tor IIiobh 
A vbo may liavn io provide sunh eontinued traiiNporl- ot nmaitioiiH ol war and 
food .su)iply, as tho ndvanee of an army by iliiw routo would imjily. Unless a 
transport train far more exlermive and more effieiently mganized than any ue 
have seen in the last campaign, were uvailahlo for Inm, a oonitniiiKler ivlio would 
advance to Kabul by this huo would find onorraouB dillioultioH ip ins way, for, 
having expended tho limited numhor of days’ supply ho oould hope t,o earry 
with him, ho must, of necessity, bcooiue depondont on the luoaua of some other 
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the ([iic.stioii Jioldirig, or retiring from, tiio Kui'am came up for 
aettlement), h(' Khould have been found ctcclaring that, “ as a lino of 
military eomnuiniealions, experience has condemned it, and T abandon 
it a,s Hueli \\dt]i()ut tlie sligliteht regret.” * Watson, the General on 
the spot, who had had long and trying e.xperienoe of the unhealthiiiess 
of the Knram, and tlu' jestless hoslility of the liill-tribes on its borders, 
wa.s (|nit(' as r<‘ady to let it go. “ f know «()f no reason for keeping 
ti’oop.s any longer in the Knram,” so he, telegraphed to the foreign 
iSeeretary on the 2nd of Getoher. “ f understand tluit we have no 
IHjhtical intei'c'sts in the valley, and with regard to our obligations 
to tlio Tui'is, as Government declines to give them a Governor, and 
they eannot ebot one themselvi's, I will divide the country into 
ilistriets imdi'r leading Malltks, giving each s('t one, of om' forts for 
(iieir protection. Districts will administer their own affairs locally, 
but will all unite to resist a eoiumon onoiny. I will now issue the 
Proelaniatioii forwai'dc'd under yonr telegram of the 2Kth of August. 
Gan you Hend me some printed eojwe.s ? Tuiis attach great iin- 
[iortanec! Ui Ihi.s, and, if widely circulated, the TCahul Gov(‘rmnent 
will know tliat we ai'e iu earnest. These arrangements can be made 
in a few days.” •’ 

On i'('eeipt of tliis telegram, the l<''oi'eign Secretary informed the 
Lif'utenant-Governor of the Pnnjab that the evacuation would begin 
on tlu* Ifith of October, and instructed him to arrange with Watson 
for the reetidcation of boundaries made necessary by the separation 
of the Knram J'rom Afglianistan and the restitution of tiro Harriab 
and Khost valleys to the Amir. 

’'I'bo ()i'o<!lamation embodying the-so political chatig('S was no\v 
issued, and at tlie, same time Watson advanced five thousand rupee.s 

Bohumi, operatittg ehlior ky liw (IhaMii or by the Jellaltdiad road, 'liiifl would 
have boon Oenoral Roberts’s condition had be been called u))ou to advance in 
Maroh or April last.” (Kxtraot from Sir Trodoricic Haines’s Minute of 25tb of 
Angust, 1879.) 

1 Afffhanktan (1881), No. 1, p. 80. 


^ Ibid, p, 94 
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to the 'Fufi and llangaHli lioadnu'n to nu'ot t!io c'X])onHo of raising 
h'vics I'oi' till' delVinx' of tlu' ixwt.s and forts, ol' which tlicy wore 
to ho the heirs, and [ji'e.sentcd tlioin witli some rifles, matohloolcs, 
and amnmnitioa ca])tore(l from tlie Afglians. Hioso prehmiuai'iea 
accomplished, all troops and stores were witJuiraw'ii from tire en- 
campment on the I’eiwar Kotal — the iShnlargarflan iuid Ali Kliol 
had been abandoned b_y) (hndou monllis before; the Knram forts 
were handed over to the Turis on Ihc morning of the Kith of October ; 
and the troops moved by easy stages down the valh'y np which 
lloherts had marchc'd just two years before, and, wil/h tin- reerossing 
of the Knj'am River, the war in Northern Afglianista.n came (o an end. 


OflHIOUVATlON.S 

OnsEiiVATtON I, Sir .Donald Stewart has been eritiei/.ed for the 
dospatoli of R(d)orts'H column to Kandahar, and for his own rapid 
and ( omplote withdrawal from Afghanistan ; hid. tim considerations 
by wliicli he was influeneed justilied Ids action in both eases. Techni- 
cally, the marclv on Kandahar ran eoimter to sound military rules, 
but the ciroumstaiiees under which it wnis conducted and the olijcct 
for which it was undertaken, took it out of tlii’ category of enterprises 
wliich, those rides condemn. Sl.ewart know, as noiu' of his eritics 
could know, the strength nml enioiency oi' Roherts’.s isolal.i'd and 
ba.solesH force, and the unlikelihood of its meeting with seriows 
opposition, or siilfering from lack of food and forage ; a.nd though 
that Icnowledge would not have justified him in Hendiiig it out on 
a three-lumdred-inile march foi- an object of small imporiauec, or 
one that could have been bettor attained in some other way, it did 
justify him in doing this when the. lives of a largo body of Anglo- 
Indian troops were p,t stake, and he had good grounds for heUeving 
thkt no other helj) could have reached them in time to avert fresh 
disaster. 
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Orkekvation it. 'Die Lime and manner of the evacuation of 
NoifFej’U AfglianisLau were deterinined chiefly by political reasons, 
Stewart reeijgni/.ed i,hat Abdur Rahman would be Amir in name 
imly till lie hiul ent(M'ed into poshCHsion of his capii;al, and that his 
(mtrariee inlo Itabul tmist be pi'eceded by the removal of the foreign 
l^’oree, whose presence was ine.om[)atible with the full exercise of 
his authoi'ily ; and, wiilulrnwal once begun, it seemed to him safer, 
easier, a-nd more ('oonomieal to carry his troops straight through to 
India tihau tio halt liliem at any point bctw(‘en Kabul and L’eshawar. 
H(' was not ignorant of tlu' mi.sfortiinc which had befallen the, regi- 
ments retiring through the Khybor the ])i'cvkms year ; but ho Itnew 
thai, the ju’c'scut summer was an exceptionally lioalthy one in India, 
and 1/hat all prccaul/ioim woidd Ix! taken to minimize the risks to 
wliich his troops would be exposed, and, against those risks, he set 
the oxhaustiou of local supplios, the foul state of tho camping grounds, 
and the bad (‘il'eot on the health of the men which must bo looked 
fo)' if, undc'i' harassing and depressing (smditians, thgy wore kept 
much longer away from their liomos. 
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Rctirenicnt from Southern Alglianistan 

t)N ili(' iiioi'i'ow oi‘ liis victory over Aynl) Kliiiu, Sir li’n'cU'nclc Itobcrts 
hiid 1,0 i'iic(' Uic f)rol)lci>i, ever reeurrenl, iu AfglianiKiim, of liovv to 
feed his t.roo|>,s, for l,li(‘ supplies ri'iiiandrig in Kiindaliiir were liai’ely 
HTdlieient, io meet Uie iinfn<'diate needs of its garrison, and Uie resources 
of tlie hiuTouuding country wore well-nigh exhausted, d'o nialce it 
easier to get at what food might be available in the' district, he Hto[)])ed 
i’liajn'<'.’R advanced ti'oop.s at Karez-i-Zarak, twelve miles soidJi of 
Kandahar : deHi)atolied Ma(‘grcgor’s Brigade, accompanied by the 
Ontral India Horse, to {'hamau, iu anticipation of orders to ])roc(jed 
to India ; and scattered the troops of the other two licmgal Brigade's 
as widely as ))rudeneo would ])ei'mit. An expedition to Maiwaud, 
for the luirposc of a.seertaining what treatment tiu' Afghans had 
accorded to Burrows’s dead^ and discovering whether tlu're ^v('ro 
any survivors of the light, incidentally opened U]) otlujr s()Ui'e,es of 
stipply, by convincing the peoiilc that if they kept the peace, they 
\vould imt be punished for their past olicneoa.® 

The expeditionary force, conBisting of a Kield Battcu-y, four 
hundred and fifty sabres, and two Infantry regiments, all belonging 
to the Bombay Division, and commanded by Brigadicr-Deneral 
Daid)eny, arrived at Maiwand on the 15th of September. On the 
march, which followed the line of Burrows’s n'troat, a hundred and 

t Small detachmonts of tlao rogimonts which look part in tho action, 
avcompanied tho column for the purpose of identifying the dead. — H. B. H. 
a Brigadier-Genera] A. G. Daubony’s Doapatoh, dated 2:ii'd Soptomber, 1880. 

634 
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foi'l.y-iour wi'io (liHCovorcd, aiul intcTrccl ; l.mt on tlio fiolcl of 

baiUo diHolf all I he deatl Innl been buried, Ihougli at dilfereni dates, 
for the eaith on IJie y\f;>;han j>rtivo» \v'a« iiard and set, \elulst tliat 
on tlie Ib'ifisli ornves vvasHoftand looHe. 'Hu' bodiivs of eight Eiiitsh 
odieers were ideal died, and two Native non-eoraiiiiHhioncd officers, 
one tianspojit iliiser, anti four oamp-iollowerH, wlutso lives had been 
sjtart'd, weie tiaeed and released. Bringing with him these men and 
a gnn of tin' Miiooth-lioro Battery I'outid at llaiiz-i-Miidad, Daubeny 
returned lo Kokertui on the ailrd of September, by which date Sir 
hrederiek Boherts, wlio.so hetdtJi had Itcen nmcli shaken by the heavy 
strain, mental and (tliyHical, to which lie lutd been anbjootcd during 
the last twelve niontlm, was no longer in Kandahar. A Medical 
Board had reconiiuendt'd his eai-ly do])!U‘trtre for Mngltmcl, but, 
unwilling to lettve th<j country fill all (|ueHtionH comiceted with its 
paoHieiditni and oeoiijtalion lord becji st'ttled, he enntented himself, 
at livat, with moving up to I’ishiu. iffiiling, however, Lo recover 
strength, at tlie end of a month simnt prinoipally with Sandeman at 
liuettii, he apjdied to bo roUevial, and on tb(‘ 15th of October, handed 
ovt'r tlie comtnaiid to I'kayre— I’rinirose bad been recalled-'-and at 
the invitation of bord Bi})on jiroccodcd to Simla, whero ho enjoyed 
the pleasure of rceeiviiig from the Viceroy tlie (iucon’s autograph 
lette)', conveying her stitisf action witli tlto miuiner in which the sorvioo 
ontruHlicd In liini had been porforraed. That satisfaction found 
pnblio e..\pi'ession in tlie bestowal of a baroiieloy, a like honour being 
accorded Lo lioiudd RLewurt, and FarliamenL showed its agreement 
with tJio Sovi'reign by voting to each tiio sum of £12,500. 

Tins retirenienli of the Bengal Division, to which the renmauts 
of Biirrows'.s Brigade and tho 2]id Baluolii I'ogimont were attached, 
begun on Lhc lORi of Keptember wlion the 3nl Brigade left Kandahar 
for Chamatt, was eomjiloiod by tho 2!3rd of Octobor, on vvliich day 
tho last troops loft Bibi for their allotted stations in India. The 
usual dilfteulLies inherent in tho nature of the country had presented 



536 TilK SbX'ONl) AFGHAN WAR 

ilieniHclvca ; Imt. PJiayro’ti exproiarion, Ruii ilif j'clii'f (if KtinclaUar 
woukl l)(' foliciwcd l)y Uh' c()Ua])HO of llio I'ovnlt on tlu' liiK- of coin- 
jntmica/lioiiK, proved correot, and oven flic Hinall coluiniis dc'taclied 
i/O piiniHli till' Kidviirs and AclialMain for tlieiv iui,sdi'('dn nii'l, with 
no ojijxwition. Hakor anti JVlat’j)IuM-,son nithdri'w by the Holan, 
tvliilst MiiiCgreffor itiai-elK'd by l.lu' llarnai routi', I'e-ehtablislimg, as, 
ho advaiioed, tlu- posts along tlie railway whieli bad bec'ii abandoned 
afti'i' the Maiwantl disaster. At Sibi, wlii're he airlved on the Kth 
of Oijtober, lu' reorganiz('d liLs lAiree, and tnarehed on Ihe 11th by 
a eircuitona route to Kalian, the prineiiial village of tlu' K'bi'llioua 
Marria, from whom he had been instnioti'd to ch'tnand j'e.slitiition of 
all trcaanre and other pi-operty plnndered from eonvoya, the (layinent 
of a lino of twenty thouaand rnpoe.a, oompensatiou for pi'ivati' loaae.a, 
blood money for the slain, and liostages for J'ntiiio good eoncluet.' 

''L'ho road followed by the hkireo rair over a snciM'ssion of nionritain 
ranges, almost im]iracti(iable for cavalry, and throngli gorgt's so 
naij’ow that a laden mule oonld hardly pass bt'tween their rocky 
skies ; but, thanks to the preeautions observed, (here were no 
casuallbs, and when, on the (ith of Novtnnhor, Kalian came into 
sight, MeJirulla uird Karam Khan, the chiefs of tJie ti'ilu', warned by 
a message, from Maegregor that only promjit submission could save 
their village, from de.struction, came out to nu'ct liim, and handed 
over fifty thousand rupees as a proof of reju-ntanoo for tlw' past and 
an earnest of good intontiona for tho future. - iSix days later 
Maegrogor’s column broke up at Drigri on the. British frontier ; the 
troopa belonging to the Punjab Prontior Force maroliing for Dora 
Gham Khan, and those returning to tho i’unjah oro.ssiug tho Indus 
at Mithankot. 

Though the Bengal Division, moving dowir, had mot other Bengal 
corps, moving uj> tho Bolan, and thought he pass was alive, with camels 

r Life of Sir Charles Muajrcgor, Vol. .11. p. 271. 

a Ibid. p. 288. 
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ladrn wilJi tUo tiioicM that had accnmiilatod at Sibi, ■which Sandoman’a 
i'<'nc\v cd influcnco liad indiK'od tJie local chicl's to provided the futare 
of the ])rovin(!(‘ for which troops and storos were bound was still 
in doubt. 

Even under Ijord Lytton’s administration, though the Viceroy 
liiniNcll' iniglit eonsidei' the question clo.sed, tiie ease for eonqileto 
witlidrawiil from Iviiudahar had bei'ii clearly stated by Sir Donald 
Sti'wai't in India, ■* and in England by Sir E. Perry,’ a Member of 
tlui Seerc'lary of State’s (\nmcil, whilst the opposite opinion liad 
been stoutly maintained by Sir lAederick Roberts ; ' but only after 
Mr. (Ihidstone had succciodod Lord Beaconsfield as Prime Minister, 
was an attempt luatlo to arrive at a, conclusion by weighing against 
each other the views of the mem most competent to speak for the 
oppo.sing schools of thought which, for the last five or six years, had 
boon struggling to control the foreign policy of fndia. 

On the Council of the Seen'tary of State for India, Sir H. Norman, 
Sir H. Montgomery, and Sir E. Perry advocated, and Sir W. Morowether 
and Sii' II. C. Rawlinson denounced, the proposi'd retirement from 
Randahar.” la the \hcer(!y’.H Council, tlio lion. E. Baring (afterwards 
fjorcl Cromer) stot)d for withdrawal;" tho lion. VV. Stokes,' the 
lion. Riv(U'H Thompson,* and Sir Eredcriok Haines* against it; whilst 
the lion. J. Cibbs, seeing “many objections to our holding Kandahar 
now, and many good reasons wliy wc may retire from it vvith com- 
jjarative uasc,” did not “oppose snch a course,”^" and Sir Donald 
Stewart, who thought little of Kandahar’s strategical value and 
was not “ an advocate for annexation for any purpose,” hesitated 

1 Li/a 0 / i^andeman, p. 136. 

2 A/ghanistan (1881), No. 2, pp. 27, 28. 

•'1 Ibid. pp. 28^3,7. « Ibid. No. 1. pp. 01-72. 

s J7or all ihoao Memoranda see Ibid. No. 2, 

Ibid. No. 2, iij). 67-77, and Ibid- No. 3, pp. 11-14. 

7 Ibid. No. 4, pp. 3-3. » fbid. No. 3, pp. 6-10, 

" Ibid. No. 2, pp. 81-83, 1° Ibid. No. 4, pp. 6, 6, 
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to mipiKii't withdrawal, “not on. a disapproval ol tlic ('(loot of that 
acjtion,” Init on tlio ground (hat it vvonld involve the existing (loverti- 
nunit in a “ disregard of obligations wliieli wevi' formally and publicly 
iiiifiertalc('n by their prech'oossorH in odice in iJu' natiu' of Ib'i' Majesty 
the (.hi''(‘n.” ’ 

Of th<' military ('Xperts, nnooimeotcd wi(.h eitlu'i' Oouiici], oon- 
Hulted l)y Lord Hartington, Colonel C. .1. Mast, Head of Hie Intelligence 
Dexmrtinc'nt of tlui War Olliei', Sir A. Alison, Dt'piity (,hii\r(,(‘rin:ihk'r- 
Oi'tieral,’ (Sir (hu'uet Wolsi'h'y, (Jluark'rinaMter-fh'rieral,' and (Sir R. 
Saud(3nian ' sided with tlu' sipyporkii-s of ri'tirenu'ut, aiifl the Diilco 
of C)amliridg(' “ and Lord Napier of Magtlala " with its oppouc'iits. 

Within each of tlu' two classes into wliieh, broadly sjieaking, 
the writei's of these Mi'inoranda must ht> divided, viz;- tliose who 
desired, and those who ch'precated the retention of llritisli troops in 
Sonthern Afghanistan — thei'c were nmny dilVc-renees of view. Sir 
H. Norman, (Sir M. Rw'iy, (Sir It. Montgomery, and (Sii' IC. Haring 
pri’s.sod for a return to India’.s natural frontier, tlu' fr’ontier wludiliHcl 
been hers since the amxcxatioii of the Hunjah, and for the restitution 

1 Alyhaniiiliin (1881), No. 4, pp. 7, 8. 2 Ibid. No. 2, p[). -12 -Ki. 

'1 Wolseloy hi his able Memoianduia on (lu> sulijcct writes:- “ Ih'ariiig in 
iniud the tenure upon whicli wo hold posHcsHion of ln(.lia, I would for inilh.ivvy 
I’oaBons doplore our permanent rot on! ion of Kandaluir. Many of (hose who now 
urge us to keej) pussoHsioii of ttnit jdaeo know little of the clijraailties wo had to 
fnoo ill 1857. Having sorved bhi'oagli llio Indian Muliiiy, 1 roniomlitir tlioni 
well, and looking back at thoni now, it is difUcult (o understand how othtuH 
who had the same oxperionco can wish to add to the vesponHibilitics w’hich then 
nearly oruahed us. What should wo havo done in 1857, 1858, luid 1850 if wo 
had had a garrison at Kandahar V . . . To ocoupy a point so far tcraovod beyond 
our frontiei' w'onld be a serious linanoial burden even in times of profound poaoo, 
and in Lime of any grt'at trial its possession would indeori ho a white olephaut, 
capable of ruining our Indian Kiipiire by fcho cost which Iho nocK'SHity of sup- 
porting it would en(ail ux>®i tis. ... Its retention will aorlainly orpiplo our 
military resources, and it would seriously lianipor our Hfrat(:>gical opei'atians 
in tho event of any great, internal disturbance in India.” (Ibid. p. 8(t.) 

1 Ibid. No. 5, pp. 16-21, 6 tbid, No. 2, pp. 40, 47. 

» Ibid. pp. 77-79. 
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Qiiotta to the jChati of Kholat ; but the Tion. J. Gibbs, Colonol 
East, Sir Garnet VVolselcy, and Sir R. Sandcnian, all advocated the 
retention of I’tsliiu and (iuetia, and East advised making the extension 
of th(‘ Harnai rail^^fay to JCandahar a condition of handing over that 
city to Alidnr Rahman. 

On the other .side, Sir J'\ Haines, Lord Napier of Magdala, and 
Sir W. Merew'ctlu’r wct'o in favour of annexation, pure and simple, 
tJu' (ir,st-named inelnding Rhelat-i-Clhilzai and the line of the Helniand 
in the j)rovince wliieli lie vva.s eager to add to the British Indian 
Empire ; whereas Kawlinson strongly deprecated annexation, and, 
“ confiled with tin' eondibion of retaining a strong British garrison 
in tli(' province for military purposes,” proposed ollering “ the sove- 
reignty of Kandahar to Abdur Jtaliman ” ; whilst Stokes was of 
opinion that the only reasonable alternative course to annexation 
was to be found in the' r(‘storation of Yakub Khan to the Amir,sliip 
and the making ovei' to him of Kandahar.* 

I’lit' c‘al(;nlaf.ion.s as to the annual military cost of amiexation 
varied with the standpoint of the writers— Mercwctlier contending 
that it would lie trilling, Sir E. flaring believing that it would be 
considerably in cxceHs of Cl, 000,000, and Sir II. Norman setting it 
down at 11,100,000 ; bid. flieso calculations cannot be tested by 
results, since Kiuidabar was not annexed. 

O’ho pvopheeies of the wonderful effects of annexation on the 
trade of Kandaliar and the raiiid conversion of its inliabitants into 
loyal .subji'ctH, can no more be put bo the test of subsequent experience 
than the ealcnlatioiiH as to its military cost ; but some opinion as 

1 Mr. Stokes, who was the legal lambor of the Viceroy’s Council, seized 
this opjiortiniity to put on record his firm belief in the Ex-Amirs innocence ; 

“ [ wn,” HO ho wrote, “ one of the few iioraons, who have read the mass of the 
BO-oalled evidonoe against that Amir. 1 say now. as I have always said, tte 
it does not establish luH complicity in tho murder of our Envoy, and I therefore 
think that wo ahould not treat his resignation as irrevocable,” He was also 
legal inomhor when Lord Lytton was Viceroy. S. B. H. 
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<0 IJlcit Tia(,iu'(! oiu he iwrived at by inquiring into tlio fulfiluiont, or 
failnro of fuililnieiii, of former predic-tion,H of men of tlio name .school, 
and to tluH test they vvcu'c subjected by Rir I'l. Baring in the first of 
his Memoranda ; —Comparing tlie re.siilts of Loid iSaliisbury^.s policy 
“vvitli the previon.s iitteranee.s of (he ri val sehoots of 1 ndian ])olitleians,” 
HO lie wrote, “ 1 find that, on (he oiu' side, not one of the advantages, 
whieli, lU'coiditvg fio flic advocates of a ‘forward ’ policy, were to have 
been reajx'd by a departure from the tijue-honoun'd traditions of 
Jndia’.s greatest .state.suien liave as yet beam attaitu'd. . . . On the 
other hand, I find that th(‘ gloomy predietion.s of thi' opposite sehi»l 
luive. been realiKod to a very remarkable extent, lli.story, 1 conceive, 
scarcely furnislies anoi.lior so striking example of tlu- .spec'dy and 
complete fulfilment of political propbeesy. . . . Nothing would be 
easier than to quote numoj'ous ftassages from the abundant literature 
on this sut)ject in sujqarrt of t.hesi^ view.s. 1 content myself with 
one examt)le from the writings of each school. 

“ yhoi'tly after the signing of the treaty of Oandajuak, Mir 11. 
llawliiiHOU commeneed an article in (.he Ninvtc.cnlh (k'niimj in the 
following words: — ‘The curtain has fallen on the second Afghan 
war abno.st as .suddenly as it rose, and the public, iu .so fur as it is 
ropi'escuLcd by the London j»ross and the London world, seems almost 
ashamed at having been deluded into taking an interest in so small 
and ejrhomeral a matter. A reaction of this nature is perhaps the 
natural consequence of the exaggerated torn' which was taken at 
the outset by the opponents of the war in regard to its character and 
the risks that it involved. I’lio late Lord Mandhurst, it is wadi knoAvn, 
affirmed a few years back that it would not be safe to adva.nco to 
Kandahar with a less force than 30,000 uion, and the expense of 
such- an cntt'tqOTso was popularly estimated at twenty millions of 
money. We Avore told, indeed, that our so-called ‘ Jingoism, in the 
ISast ' would inevitably load either to national disaster or national 
banknipboy, and now, because these sinister predictions have nob 
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been realized, bni, on Rio contrary, a short, inexpensive, and not 
inf>lorioiis catupaigti, hkiifully conducted and bravely suppoided, 
has been oi'owned witli a ptsace promising sidrstantial political results, 
wc arc taunted with having made a mountain out o£ a inolohill, with 
having raised a hobgoblin for the more purpose of laying it — and, 
in fact, with having betrayed the nation into a needless and unseemly 
exhibition of alarm.’ 

(Jompnre this jubilant statement with the subsccpient events. 
When ‘ the cuj'tain had fallen on the second Afghan war,’ no long 
interlude was allowed to elapse before it rose again on the third,’ 
and again, a little latci', on an o])isodo wliich may almost be digniiicd 
by tho namo of a fourth war. For a considerable time we had a 
force- across the frontier largely in excess of the 30,000 men of which 
Lord Sandhurst spoke. 'I'he popular estimate of tho cost of the 
war is, I fear, not far wrong. Two incidents — the murder of the 
Britisli Envoy and the defeat of (general Burrows — have occurred, 
which came nearly within tho category of ‘ national disaster.’ We 
are, f believe, free from any danger of ‘ national bankiuptcy,’ but 
Sir Henry Rawlinson’s judicy ha.s taken us as far along the road to 
tlu' bankru[)tey of India as it was jiossiblc to travel in two years. 
'riu> most ■ sinister pri'diotions ’ of tho adverse school have been 
too truly realized. A war which has lasted for two years can scarcely 
be called ‘ short.’ it has certainly not been ' inexpensive.’ It 
has had its inglorious as well as its glorious incident.s. Tt has not 
always boon ‘ .skilfully conducted.’ The ‘ peace, ’ with wMch wo 
woro ‘ e-ro’wned ’ when Sir Henry Rawlinson ^vrote, was of the most 
epheiiuwal description, fts ‘ political resulbs ’ were certainly not 
to be termed ‘ substantial’ Tho Afghan difficulty bears, I fear, 
in allegorical language a far greater rcsorablance to ' a mountain ’ 
than to ‘a molehill’ The ‘hobgoblin' has indeed been raised, 

1 Offielally oallod tho 2nd Pliasa of tho 2hd Afghan War, but, as a niattor of 
fact, it was a Ilrd War. — Jl B. H. 
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l)u(< has Jiol/ yci Ix'on laid. The nation, or at all ('vents a large section 
of it, so J'ar from exhibiting ‘ <a needless anrl unseemly alarm,’ is, [ 
fear, far too jn-om' to forget the true history of fids Afgliau business, 
and still t<j fairii for guidaiuju to those politicians who have in the 
past led it asfa'ay. 

“ (Join pare, by tlie liglit of our present knowledge, I ht'se utterance, s 
of Hir Henry Rawlinson witlithe opinion exprc'ssc'd by the fioveinment 
of India on January 28th, 1876. After jr'viewiug the j)rohal)le 
results of forcing a llritiah Itesident on tin- Amir— results which 
were all subsequently brought about — tlie (toveinment of India 
wi'ut (m to say, ‘ a condition of things like this eonld not exist for 
any lengtli of fiiine without leading to fdtt'fcd relations, and jiossibly 
even in the' long run to a ruptuvcj with Afghani, stau, and thorohy 
(h'fc'ating the objcc't which Her Majesty’s Govt'riituent liave in view, 
. . . We ai'(' eunvine((d that a yiatient adherence to the policy ado]>teil 
towards Afghanistan by Lord Canning, Lord La(vr('nce, and Lord 
Mayo, which it has been our (>arneat endeavour to maintain, [wesenta 
the greatest promises of the eventual ('.stahlishment of our ri'lations 
with the Anur on a satisfactory footing, and wi^ dejn't'Cati', as in- 
volving serious danger to Hie peace of Afghanistan, and to the interest.s 
of the British Empire in India, the e.xecution, under jireseut cir- 
cumstances, of the instructions convoyed in your Lordslii|)’H l)eH])atch.’ 

“If f cUvi'll on t,he previous ntterance.s of the two schools, it 
is beeanse Indian (piestions are often -in my opinion too often — 
decidc'd by an appeal to the authority of expc'rts, and I submit 
that, if any sueli a})peal is to bo nuulo, if, is ('ssenf,ial to bear in 
mind, in deciding on the policy of the future, the relative olaima 
to inspire confidence which each of the two .soliools can adduce by 
an appeal to the past.” ' 

There can ho no doubt that tlm Gladstone Ministry did bear those 
1 Afghanistan (1881), No. 2, pj). (!7, 08. 
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relalivc claitua iiv uiind ; 110 doulit that the evidence before them to 
show tliat not one of Lire advantages which aecoi'ding to the one fjchool 
were to he reaped from tJio “ f(irw{ird ” policy had been obtained, 
whilst Ihe gloomy jjrcdictions of the other school had been realized 
to a rennu'kalile extciiit, did weigh with them in dcterinining to 
abandon fvandaliar ; but that ahandoninenb was involved m the jjrin- 
eiph's upon whieli, wlien in office, the Liberal Party had acted, and 
loT' whicli, wlu'ii out of office, it had strenuously contended ; and 
nothing sliort of ]K)Hitive ju'oof that the evacuation of Southern 
Afglumistan must endangt'r Pritisli rule in fudia would have justified 
them in refusing to take that step. Such proof was altogether lacking, 
and Mir II. Jlawlinson's a.ssertion that, in retiring to Pi-shin or Sind, “wc 
slioidd abdicate our ])o,sition as a fii-st-cla.ss A.siatic power and must 
be content, JicreaftiU', to ]>lay a very subordinate jiart in the history 
of the world,” as also his predictions tliat “ withdrawal would pre- 
dispose many of oni' larg(' feudatories to Itsfcn to intrigues again-st 
the .stability of our rule,” have hewn fully refuted by subsequent 
evi'iits. As foi' iSir 1 ). Htewart’a argument against retirement based 
on tlie contention that, wlrethcr the jKdicy of the. laic Qovernment 
was good or bad, it oiiglit not to be, disturberl without the clearest 
neee.ssity, it could have little, w('iglit witJr men who knew it wa.s not 
tliey, but tlu'ir pindeees.sor.s in office, wlio had hrolcen the continuity 
of (freat Hritain’s Indian frontier policy, and had tlie full conviction 
that, in ri'turning ” to tlii‘ time-honoured traditions of India’s greatest 
statesnu'n,” they would be giving both to that country and to Afghani- 
stan tlu! beat assurance', that, though the evil influences of panic 
and lust of coiuiue-st jnight, from time to time,, get the upper hand 
in tlie councils of the (Government and peopk; of Great Britain, 
(',ommon sense and an honest love of pe,aeo and justice were the normal 
foimdations of lioi' rule. 

'rh<» inquiry into the military and political value of Kandahar, 
wliioh may l)e said to have begun with tSir I). Htowart’s Memorandum 
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of tlui lisli of Aj)vU, 1870, (‘n(l(‘d witli Lord Niipioi- of Mngdala’n JVlemo- 
raiidunv of tlu' 12t]i of Ociohor, IS80 ; for all TObsiMiuont Miautos 
and Mornonitidc'i AV('ri‘ l)ut. proLests againsl, or cvprosHionH of iigrta'inrnt 
wifh, a diH'iKion nf whicii tJir livilisli (lovrrnnu'nf had arrived, and 
from wliich Llim* wan no liki'liliood of ilndr receding. 

Tke I )('!-. jiatrh of the lll,h of Novoinher, 1(SH(),‘ in wliirh Lord 
LI arfingion ('onimnnieided thad deciaion to the (lovi'i'nineid. of India, 
after hriedy Hummari/Jng tins views wliieh he and his colh'agnes 
had I'ejecitod, deelared in uiuapiivoeal kn'iuH tiuit reemit ('\|)erieuce 
lind done notliing to Ktrengtheu the argnmimts of thoKC' who di'nired, 
as a military measure, to advairee the Indian fi'ontier, aiul much 
to verify the forol lodings of those who were opposed to that ])oUey ; 
that KuHsia’s adva,nees in tlentral Asia were not of a md.ure to endanger 
the safety of India, and that, liowevor nnfj'ienclly lier ultimate aims 
might ho, the best way to deh'at tliein was to go into the ])i'eclietecl 
wtriigglo, as the defenders, not as tln^ destroyers of Afghan indo- 
puiidonce. 

i'lrni as regarded the poliey to which tiie fnilian (h)veminent 
was now directed to give ellect, the British (iovei'nnu'nt showed 
itself conciliatory in matUo's of detail, l^ord Rijion was to keep 
in view the, paramount importance of wdtbdrawing on tlie (‘arliest 
.suitable occasion ; but tlie choice of the oceasion itself, and the nature 
of the arrangements whioh the j-etiring troops wore to haive hehiud 
them, it left witli coididt'we to the decision of His Rxeelkmoy in 
C(mn<3il, with tlu' solo proviso that, w'hoever tho future ruk'r of Ihe 
evacuated territory might be, he sliould okairly undinstand that he 
must rely on his own resources and not look to Her Majesty's horces 
for assistance.® 

In a later Despatch, Lord Hai'tingtou expi’i^ssed the liopi> that 
it might he found unnecessary to ])rolung tlui occupation of Kandahar 

^ Afffhanistau (1881), No, 3 , pp. kflAkf. 

s Ibid No, 3, pp, 1, 3. 
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hy Bt'itiKli forcM's boyond bhe wiuU'i'/ and IJic flovc'rniucnt of India 
d(!citled ilial ilio ('vacuation should begin about, the middle of April 
and noti/h'd tlio Amir that,, if ho wore Milling to take over the 
adniinistration of Souttiorn AlgiiaTiistan, ho must lose no time in 
completing Iuh inoparations for oe,cupying it.’ Tius intimation was 
highly unvveloome to Abdur Rahman; not that ho was unwilling 
to add Kandahai' to his domini<mH,' but booauso he had not yet 
consolidated his power at Kabul, and lacked the guns and ammunition 
without wliicii. he could not hope to extend it to a distant province 
in the teeth of so ))OMa'rful a rival as Aynb Khan.' His representations 
on tlii.s point so fai' bore fmit that tho Commissioner of Fe.diaH’ar 
\vas instructed on the 27th of Pehruaiy to inform him that the 
ammunition asked for was ready to be made over to his officials, 

1 Sirength of fomo in Kandahar and mi Lino of Conimunioatimia Dirougliout 
1h(‘ wilder of IHKO-Hl 

Oanifiim of Kawkthar. 

] liiiUoiy Royal Iforso Aitillory. 

2 ,, Ideld Artillery. 

I ,, Mouniain OmiH. 

1 ,, lloavy (imvH. 

J Bi'itiHh (jiivalry Rogiuiwit. 

3 Native ,, ,, 

1 British Jnfanlry ,, 

0 Native ,, ,, 

1 Company dappers and Miners. 

2 Afghaninlan (1881), No. ti, p. 30. 

» “ 'I’lus kingdom of Kabul without Kandahar was liltu a head without a 

nose, or a (nrt witlumt any gate.” {Life of Ahdur Ilahnum, by Rultan Mahomed 
Khan, Vul. I. ji. 308.) 

' “ J have noUhor any good gims nor anummilion, which may bo usefully 
employed against an enemy, . . . and unUwH tho illnstrious British Government 
helps mo with ammunition, t hIiouIcI find myself in a very diffioult position.” — 
bettor from the Amir dated Ji'chruary lOtli. See Afghanistan (1881), No. 5 
p. 68. On tho 11th of Ueoombor ho had written Tho degree, and extent 

of tho desolation of the country and the deatmotion of tho materials of tlio 
Afghan Empire aro such that they oannot he restorgcl and lyplaood with little 
money and small funds.” (Ibid, p, 13.) 

36 


Line of CommvnirntioM. 

1 Battery Mouniain Guns. 

1 ,, Heavy Chms. 

4 Native Cavalry HegimontB, 

8 ,, Infantry ,, 

3 Conipunies Sappers and Mineivs. 
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(^iLlu'l■ ill. I’csliiiwiir, <u' in (.tin Kliybcr ; Mtid in his i‘0])ly, llioiiffli Hiill 
eotnpliuiiing ol' ilu' skorLiit'SH ol' the lUiUcn aocoi'ilcd f.o him, lu; wj'ote 
iliiii ii(‘ li.'ul sf'l; nhoid. l.lic ii(‘<‘cH,siiiy fiircc, find liopcct tlmt 

Ids ll■(l(l|)M would tii'i'ivu' id Kmidaluir wil.hin l.lm iippoind'd Unu', 

Oil I.I10 Isf, of Api'il, Mk' Amir wrol.c (o i.hi' N'icnroy (hiil. I.hr new 
governor of Kniuhihiir, Wii'dar Miilmmod llasldm Khan, I'scorlcd hy 
a l.hoiisiiud lioi'smntm , had Inri. Kalail on Ihi' 2lsli of Miircli, foUnvvcd, 
on t,Ji(i 2'l(,h by two tlumsiind oifflil. Imndrnd inl'anl.ry, nndi'r the 
nonunaud nt (hmeral (Ihnlam Hydi-r Khan, ami l.liat it svas lua 
intention, as smiu as he reeeived news of the arrival, of Jus eavalry, 
to mareli liiniself for Kandahar, w'itli as many troojis as he ennld 
cijui]) and provide with transport, l.akinp; with him “ all tlu' trilail 
chiefs ” of Kabul, whose [iresenoe might be oomsiilered injurious, and 
leaving only “ faithful servants and consoicml.ious oflieials a.t Kabul.” ' 

Whilst an Afghan force was on its Wiiy to Kandahar, (riirisport for 
bringing hack tlie Hritisli garrison of that city w'as eoniingiip from India, 
laden witli provisions for man and heast; all camping grounds were 
being stoclved witli forage, and big tents pilelied at eviay halting place 
in the Ihilnn ; while Major Westmaeott was linsy securing tlio goodwill 
of the. l.rihesmeu by iiroinising liigli prici'S tor food and forage Hiipjilied, 
and undertaking that no foraging parth-s should enter tludr villages. 

During the inonths wdiicli hud elap.sed since the raising of the 
siege of Kandahar, the garrison of i.hat city luid lie.en suhjeeted to 
much ignorant criticism, and the following Kaniwell Order of its 
new conunanclcr, JVIajor-Goneral R. Hume riiayre had rel.urned 

1 A iffhminlan (1881), No. R, p. Ho. 

» The Major-Oonurid arrived at Kamlahar on llie 2[)tli of Krovemlior witli 
thoCliief of liis Htafl', ideatiniaiit-Colouel 11. A. Utlie, and hi.s AnHislant tjuai'ter- 
mastor-(3e,ntiral. Major M. J. King-IIarmiui. 

l-lumo was a distingnislied ollicor, hut not more disiingnishwl (htui Piiayre ; 
and after the admirable manner in which (he latter liad porfonned tlio onerous 
duties that devolved upon him In both phases of (ho war, lu\ ought not U) liavo 
boon passed over in favour of a man who had tiikeui no part, in either campaign, -- 
H. 13. IT. 
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io hih original appointinrai, of Tn,spcPlor-G('U(‘i'al of Coramunioaliori'i — ^ 
wan a ati'ong aiul gtaioroim prolost against tlu* a.spcM'sious cast iijjon 
its courage and its discipline ; — 

“ Hefori' parting with the regiments of the Bojubay Army, whom 
he may Jiut again meet, the Major-General takes tliis opportunity of 
publicly ]'(‘eoj'ding Ins oiiinion that, from his personal exjierience, there 
is nothing in the apiiearanct' and bearing of any of those regiments to 
justify the manner in which they have been publicly held up as inferior 
in Holdi('r-lilc(' ((ualities. Major-thmeral iliune would, with lihe greatest 
eonlidenoe, eommantl any body of the Bombay troops on active service 
in the field, were lu' appointed to do so by higher authority, and feels 
nssin'ed that Ids eonfideuce in them wonld not he mi,sj:)laced/’ ‘ 

'Phe above ordc'r was isaued on the 12th of April, in tlie belief 
that the Third Brigadf' would start for India llu' following day, but, 
dfdayed by violent storms, it did not march until tlu* I7tli, The 
Second Brigade followed on the 20th, and, on the 21st, General Jiumo 
handeil over the city with fifty thousand ru[)e<'.s, tliree thousand 
rides, and eighteen lield-pieces to .Sirdar Maliomecl Rashiin, who 
had iirrived on Iho Kith, and accompanied by the I'lx- Resident, 
Colonel St. John, marched with tlu) Gavah-y .and tho First Infantry 
Brigade for (iuetta, With his ari'ival at that sl.atioii on the 4th of 
May, the Second Afghan War, so far as Great Britain and fndia 
were concerned, was af. an end ; hut Afghanistan had still mojith.s 
of civil Htrii'o to go through befort; tho unity, which Lord Lytton 
luid made it his object to destroy, could be restored. iMev*s from 
H(‘rat, received prior to tho dc])arture of the British troops, had 
shown that Aynb Klian was not inclined to yield. Kandahar to Abdur 
Raliman without a struggle ; and one of the now Governor’s first 

1 “ I was glad to sec Ooneral H'umo’s order about, tlio Bombay troops. I 
expert ibey wf'fo inoro sinned against than shining. The best troops in tho 
■worlil will got d<‘Crated if under a bad general.” (Bxtraol lottor Ironi Sir Charles 
Maegrogor (0 Genofal Hon. A. E. Hardingo, Oottimander-m-Cliiof Bombay 
Army, dated Simla, Juno 2nd, 1881.) 
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aeljH vvn.s <;<) himkI a, (’aviiliy rcgimonl i/O bold («ii'i,sblv, HbrcngUumiiig 
ilu‘ posil.ion a liUlc laicr vviUi two giina, a Ht'ooiid rcginu'ut of cavalry 
and one of infantry, d'lus foroe, early in ,lnne, fell upon Ayub Klian’s 
advanced guard, and, accortliiig to advicc.s \\’liicli Ht, rJolm j'cporLcd 
to Hiiiila, I'litircly defeated it. WlietJier the wouree.s from wliioK 
St. .)ohn dei'ived iris information were altogi'ldier tinutworihy, aecnis 
doiditful ; foi', on tlie dOtk of dime, Jie waa fairdy conlidiait that 
Ayub iGuui would not attempt to baive Herat, and on l.he 2Ja(. of 
duly, he had to tek^graidi to the livdiati (lovernuu'nt that (hat Ih'inee 
rvaH ah'cuuly tbi'ce hundri'd inil(‘.s from that eily, and only a few 
niardu'H from (hri.slik.' Unwarned by Burron.s'H dehait, (Ihulam 
llyder eomuritljcd t.hc error of advancing to meed, (,lie enemy, and 
wlieu he had ooneenlraled at (Jiriahlc, Ayub Khan made a vapid 
mareJv, eroHaed the Hedmand by a ford lower down the Ktnanii, and 
wan in a fair wa,y to ea,|tturo Kandahar by a, (•(niji dv main., wluav 
Ahtlur Itahmau’s ru'utenauL overtook him at A|,ta Karen, d'he 
battle that enaued nan long, and, for a time, indmuaive. Ayah K him 
repeating tlio tactics wlii(;li had proved suee.e'MHful at Maiwuud, got 
hia cavalry completely round hh adveraaiy’H right llaak atul in rear 
of hi« baggage, and tlien made' a direct attaolr on hia infant, ry. 
ItcipulHed by a cavalry charge*, he hretugld, eij) roiufoi'e'ementa ; at 
thiB critical moment, the (Ihikai regiment and 1,he Kairdnhari Uavnhy 
came, over to him ; and the engagement ended in a gemoral fliglet, 
in which the Amir’.s troops lost all tlmir guns, baggage, and treeiHuro. 
Tlio nows of the ded'eat of his Uommandew-inA’hied' hreiught Abelnr 
Halunai) himself into the field. Leaving his elde-sl, sein, llahhihuk 
Khan, to represent him at Kabul, he marched for WouHmim Afglianisfcan 
with twelve thousand men ; ten thoiisfuid tribesmen jedning him 
em route. On his approach, Ayub Khun cvacuaical Kandahar, 
which had opened its gates to him after Ids victory, and tooJc up 
a strong position on (ho slopes of tlio hill above tlie sih* of the old 
1 Ajylianimn (1881), No. 5, p, fJO. 
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city, witli till' I0\-Widi',s cotitingcnt in reserve on its crest. The 
two forces, wliicli were about e((iiiil in .strengtli, met on the 22iul 
of Septeinher ; both fonglit with great iiereenes.s ; ))ol]i were well 
commanded ; and for two lionrs it was iiiijawsihle to .say to which 
side vietoiy v\'f»tdd incline, ddien, tlie Kabul army’s Hanks began 
to fall back, but its eentis', led by Abdnr Rahman in person, held 
firm, and (he eonlingent posted on the summit of the hill, detecting 
signs of weakening in Ayub Khan’s troo|)s, went over to the winning 
side. ’I'aking advantage of (he confusion into -whieh tins treachery 
had (Jii'own tin' enemy, (lu' Amir pre.ssed forward with the whole 
of Ids army, and defeated his rival as eompk'tely as that rival, two 
months before, had defeated (Ibidam Hyder Khan. 

Aynb Klian (led towards ilej'at ; but, before leaving Kabul, 
Abdui' (taliman had seii(. iiistniction.s to Sirdar Kndns Khan, the 
(Jovet'jmr of Afghan 'I'lirkestan, to march at once on that city, and 
he had taken ii. by a.ssanlli on tho d(h of Seplycmber. Deprived of 
his evpeeted refuge, (he fugitive Rrinee turned aside into Persia, 
wher<' In' rejiiained till 1888, wlien, after an unsueee.s.sful attempt to 
bring alamt a rising against liis eousin tiie Amir, ho .surrendered 
to tile Ih'jtish (fovermnent, and now n'skles at Muri'oe as a political 
])risonor at large ; uliilsi ins brother Yakuh, tho Kx-Arair, divides 
his time belwei'ii Mussoorle and Dora Dun. 

Hhonglv in ids Despateli t>f tim lUh of Novemln'r, Lord tiartington 
liad deelared Lliai. tliere was no room for comproiniso between tho 
two alisoluU'ly eonllieting liiu’S of policy, one or other of which ho 
and liis colleagues had iunl to (dioo.se ; and though, in his Despatch 
of tlie, :b'd of Deeembi'i', he had clearly indicalnd tliat he regarded 
(ho rt'storat ion of Ihe ('Utire ciistriot of Pishin to Afghanistan as an 
integral part of ihe policy wivieh tlie (Joveniment had deliberately 
adopted, the argunn'nts in favour of its rek'niaon ultimately prevailed 
with him, and it remained a Hrtliish pos, session, with oonsequonces 
to India which will bo briefly wet forth in a eouoluding chapter. 
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C 'onscquciiccs of tlie War 

BXTEMSION OK TH 12 KRONTCKR AiaENVTlON OK TILE INI) ISL’EN OENT 

TRIBES 

lllsTORV uoivhm' prc.scmta a closer pni'aUcl tliaii Uiiil which exists 
between the causes, couduot, and cunsenueuces ot the Afglian w'ar 
of 183S-42, and the oauses, conduct, and consequences of tlie Afglum 
war of 187S-8(). J3o(li had their origin in the fear of llussia, yet 
neither had Itnssia for its object. Kacli was begun under a fatal 
nuseoneei)Lion of ii.s character, cost, and [irobable dnndion. Each, 
though, in intention, directed solely against u Prince, heeame, in its 
progress, a struggle with a Peoiile. Each ran a long and chequered 
course, and was marked by incidents little creditable to llritish honour 
and BritisJi humanity, Each closed with a march ivhich surrounded 
Xiolitieal failuri' with a halo of military success, and gave an air of 
freedom to an inevitable retieat. Each left behind it., to the xieojilc 
of India, a legacy of indebtedness and [loverty — to tlie j)eo|)]e of 
Afghanistan, a legacy of bitter memories and deexi distrust of British 
Iiromises. Each faih'd of its object — ^nay, more than [ailed —for, 
instead of establi, siring on the throne of Kabul a .sovereign devotod to 
British interests, the one ended in the restoration of the able brince 
to dexiosc whom it had been begun ; and the other, in the nomination 
to the Amirshix> of the last man on whom, from its own x’oiiit of 
%ncw, the choice of the Indian Clovernment sliould hasm fallen, because 
the man axjpai'ently most likely to xwei’er Bus.sia’s influence to that 
of (b'eat Britain. 
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'llu-i'c w'as yet. annthoi' fcaUirc in wliieli Uio later contest -was 
tiu' ('Ount(’r])ar't of tlic earlier. Both taught ho forcibly the folly of 
tlie feai'H wliioli gave tlietu birth that experieueo, for a time, .silenced 
niiHconeoptions, and men who had been warm parti, san.s of pres.sing 
forwai'd ovei' dt'hi'rts and inouiibain,s in seai'cli of that elusive fiction 
■' a ,seiet\tilie frontier,’' returrieit to India thankful for the defences 
with which Nature has richly endowed her. The wisdom so dearly 
bought jiiay be Hummed up in tho words of five, distinguished men, 
thrt'c of whom wrote from contemporary knowledge of the first war, 
and tw'o old, of pcwHoiuil I'.vpeiienoe of the second. 

“ 'rrinm|ih you may; couficlent you may he, a.s 1 am, in tho 
gallantly of your li'oojw ; hut when, through their gallantry, the 
vief.ory luus lieim gained aud you have succeeded, then will come 
your dil'fieidtii'K," ^ 

’■ 'file whole i|uestiou (of tiro occupation of Afghanistan) is one 
of comini.sHariat ; that of cominiHHuriat, one of means of transport,”® 
“ rVfghauistan merii/H the eharae.lcr given to Spain by the fir.st 
lleiiiy of kraiice : Invade with a large force, and you are destroyed 
liy staT'vation ; invade with a small force, and you are overwhelmed 
by a hoHtile ])eoplc.” ' 

“It has alw’ays appeared to me that, hoivcver confident our 
olfioe.rs in those chiys wei'e of the sound policy wluck led to the 
exjK'ditiou, a large majority of those who survived it, or who have 
studied that ipicstion since the war in Afghanistan . . . havo deprecated 
very strongly an advauoo into that country, or any very intimate 
interference with its aJiairs. ... it could not au[)])ly tho food for such 
an army a.H we should recpiire there, and tlierefore its supplies must 
come from a distunci'. It can, indeed, scarcely feed it.s own poimlation, 
however liardy and abstemious it is known to be. ... To endeavour 

1 Duke of Wellington in 1839. 

a Tbid., [jotler to Lord Elleiilioi'ouglj in 1842. 

» Major-Genonil Sir Henry Durand’s llistory 11 / C/ie JHul Ajffhan War, 
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to hold Nurh a country th'jiily, to try to control .siioh a people, ia to 
court niiafortuno and calamity. M’iii' Afghan will bear ])overliy, 
inBccurity of life, hnt he will not tolerate fon-igu rule. The moment 
he has a chanoe he will rcf)el. His nature, his religion, the habits 
of his life, all tend to fosti'r feeling.s of independence and hardihood.” ' 
“ For my pait I think we shall make a very great inistakc if sve 
annex any considerable ])art of Afghani.stan. It is a wretched counti'y, 
and could not support an army for any length of time ; and 1 am 
quite sure that, with India at our back, we could not keep up a force 
of 20,000 men in one place ” ; and, “ I must say that the pco])l(! 
who said that, when onco wc gave up our frontier, there u'as no telling 
where we arc to stoip seem to have prophesied rightly,” “ 

It may not be very flattering to our amour propre, but I feed 
sure 1 am right 'wdien 1 say that the less the Afghan, s see of us, the 
loss tliey will dislike us. Idlroukl Russia, in frrture years, attempt 
to conquer Afghanistan, or invade fndia through it, wo should liavo 
a hotter chance of attaching the Afghans to our interests if we avoid 
all interference with tliem in the mcauthno. . . . The longer and more 
diflicult the line of communication is, the more numerous and grc'ater 
the oh, Stacies wliich Russia would have, to overcome; and, so far 
from shortening one mile of the road, f would let the web of dillieulties 
extend to the very mouth of the Khyher Pass.”'' 

The truths contained in these (quotations Irave double value as 
being equally true for both of Afghanistan’s neighbours. Where 
India cannot subsist an army of twenty thousand men, neither can 
Russia ; if it would be madness in the Russian Government to entangle 
itself in a web of difficulties in the hope of shaking Great Britain’s 
hold upon India, it will always be madness in an Indian Government 
to entangle itself in a similar web for the pqrpc)BO of weakening Russia’s 

1 Minute by Sir John Ijarwenco in 1869. 

2 Sir D. Stewart — Itandaliar, in 1879 and 18S0. 

“ Sir P. Roh efts— Kabul, in 1880. 
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auUiorif/y in (Jc'iitral Asia. 'I’o a llussian, as Lo a Hi'itlsk army, would 
be given the choice bciwccu perEhing of .sfarvatioji or ai the hands 
of a iiostilc people, 'I'lje dilficultioH wliicii ^Vc'lliugton foresaw a.s 
awaifing a. vicforiou.s IhitEli army on Us arrival at Kabul, would 
lie greater, not less, ibr a vietorious Jtussian army on entci’ing that 
city ; l)eeause, For the latter even more than for the foriner, the 
question of how to maintain itself there would be one of commissariat, 
and tliat of (‘ommissariat one of transport. 

And as, in one direction, the.so dicta apply equally to Itu.ssia and 
to India, HO, in another, they are ecpudly true of the subjeets of tho 
Amir and Llie Ind<q)emlent I’athan Tribes; for, of the latter also, 
it may bo said that tliey will beuj' poverty and in.socurity of life, l)uf( 
they will not toloj'ate foreign rule ; that the moment they have a 
chance ilu'y will relud ; and tluU the best way of attaching them to 
our interests in the hour of a liimsian invasion —admitting that .such 
an inva.sion v\’ere jiossihle —is to avoid all intevfci'ence with them in 
Lire meantime. 'Pliat policy of nou-interference wiili the. border tribe, s 
steadily imrsued l)y Ijord hawrence, Lord Mayo, and IjOitI Nortlihrook, 
was l)ro]u'u by the war. Witii tliree Britisir nrmics trying to force 
tlieir ^vay to tiu' lieart of Afglianistan, it was impo.ssible to a\'oid 
coming into coilision vvilli tlic tribe's whoso tcnitorics they violated ; 
and tlif' numerou.s punitive expeditions wliioii grev' cut of tliese colli- 
sions, aroused iii'ree I'l'sentment in tire breasts of des])oiled and liome- 
ie'.SH men. 'I’iine, however, would iiavc softened tliat resentment if, 
on tlie cessation of iiostilities, tiu' Indian Government liad reverted 
to a policy to tlic re.snlts of which, writing in October, 1876, Lepel 
Griiiin, then yooreinry to tlic Punjab Government, could bear tho 
followiug line testimony : — 

" Tlie frontier tribes are slowly, but siindy, losing their suspicion 
of and dislike to the British Government. Tho change i.s gradual ; 
but if W'o look back twenty, or even ten, jmars we sec how substantial 
has been the progress made. Tliey arc still savage, fanatical, and 
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ignorant, but tlxey liavc learned to btolieve in tlic fairness of our inten- 
tions, and so far appreciate our rule that they leave their hills in large 
numbers, abandon their predatory life, and settle; ([uietly in British 
territory.” ‘ 

Loolxing bade ovt;r tlie twenty-eight years that have elapsed since 
tlu; evacuation of v^fglianistan, the reverse of tlie above picture ])r6- 
•sents itself to the eyes of the inrpiirer. tSlowly, but surely, one trila; 
after anotlier — -Kakars, Zobites, Wazixds, IJrsikzais, Afridis, Mohinands, 
and Ynsufzais — have come to regard the Indian Government vvitli 
ever-gi.'owing distrust and dislike ; to disbelieve utterly in the fairness 
of the intentions of a neighhour which, with or without pretext, has 
not scrupled to penetrate deep into their tenutories, and makes no 
secret of its determination to bring them under its authority. Tlie 
one fatal oonB0C[i.ience of the war of 1878 was just this cliange of policy 
towards the Ixorder tribo;s, and it is directly traceable bo an unfortiuiate 
concession made, by tlie Gladstone Cabinet to vieu's that it did not share. 
Had Lord Hartingbon fallen back at the southinn extremity of India’s 
Rortli-West frontier as completely as he fell back at its noi’thxnn 
extremity, a fresh advance, on diff(;rent lines, beginning ah ovo, would 
have presented itself to public opinion in its true magnitude, and have 
met with wide discussion and weiglity opposition ; but tin* annexation 

I Tlie impartial testimony of the Skilemcnis o( Moral and MatcHaL Progress 
in India oontirm, Griffin’s report. 

1873- 74. “The. North-West Frontier is reported never to have, been so 
tranquil since the annexation of the Punjab.” 

1874- 75. “ A oontinnous policy of conciliation, a growing trade, and a 

wholesome fear of speedy Ohastisonient for ho.stile acts, liave oonibiiied to make 
the tribes amenable, and to render the , frontier districts almost as tranquil as 

V those, of the interior.” ' 

1875- 70.: “ The Punjab Frontier from .Hazara to Sind was, with one 
exception, peaceable and orderly throughout .the year, and more so tlmn in any 

. ' ptiiBr: year since the annexation , of the province.’- 

1876- 77. : “ If the whole condition of the, border from Hazara to Sind, bo 
considered, it .will be found that iii no. year .since the annexation of the Punjab 

; has the border- been generally nipre tranquiL^^ 
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of QuoUa and Jdsliiu, and tlie croaUon of out[io^ts in Kakar tcmtory 
Lo jii'oiooi Llu' Hai'uai railway, made* jKishible Ihal “ insidiouw cieepiug 
over Die eountry like a mist ” ho indignantly repudiated by Mir William 
Miinulield when ('oimiiiitid('r-in-f'Jiief in India. ’^I'lie fruits of tins 
riK'tliod Ko far have been one big wui'and many little war.s ; the locating 
a numbei' of small garrisons in in.ieeessible regioiiK, in the aiidst of 
hostile i)eo])les ; ' a largi- addition to India’s military forces ; a big 
increase in her military and |)olitioal charges ; the coiiceutration of 
a largi' jiai't of her army within .sight of the north-we.st frontier ; and 
Die eroivtion of a fresh school of idarnnst.s, even wilder in tlieir visions 
of coming evil tliaii their piedeocssor.s — num who are lU’vcr ivcavy of 
]jrediotiag the Iriunijihant march of Hassian armies over passes emu- 
jiiired with which the Rhyber and the Folau ai'e open and level roads." 
It woidd be giving these )n'uplieta too little credit for a knowledge of 
the ])rofehsioii to which most of tliem belong, to assume that they 
liave faitli in their own jiredie.tions. No e.xperiemied soldier can 
believe that a Russian force, encumbered witli heavy artillery, long 


1 The eHtiil)li,4lmU"Ut of such oiOpoatH was condcnincd in advance by Sir B. 

1 lamlcy It apiicars to bo believed that posts jaishcd up the jias.se.s would 
lessen Uic chiuu'cs of fuluto contcHts vvilh llic unruly liill-lrilips. That they nre 
unruly would apjiciir aii cxcolletil reason for keeping them in oiir hont rather 
than in our icar. Posls soparalctl by such distances and .such iuucecsHihlo 
I'ouiili'y, can c,v('rciHC no induonco over t.hi) inhahitanlR bctw'ccn ; on the contrary, 
wc .should t bus ho ollcring thoin new and potent means of molc.sting us.” (E.vtmct 
from Lecture delivered on the lUth of nocian.tK'r, lSi78. Journal oj th( United 
f^mdre Imtitutinn, Vol. XXII. No. XOVfIL p. KKIY.) 

" “ In foi'uiing an idea of a march in force through such passes, it may assist 
u.s to rcmt'mbcr that an English Army Corps, say 24,000 strong with artillery, 
extends with its combatant forces only, on a Burojiean road about 10 miles in 
Icngih, and witli ils tuitns 27 mileH. Allowing only a slight incicaso for the 
natairo of the road, the coinbatanhs of a similar force in the pass would stretch 
1« miles, Iho tola! with trains 30. ’I'luiH, when Iho head of the combatant 
coburm issued from tins jiass, its rear would be nearly two days’ march behind ; 
and oonsidering the host of animals iwpiircd for the necessary supplies cm such 
an expedilion, the roar of the trains could then scarcely bo loss than six days 
behind the head of the column.” (Ibid. p. 1030.) 
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tranaj)or(/ ti'ains, and IiohIh of « ill ever ctitf')' India via (dl^ldlj 

or (liitral, nor, yet, that a foianod attack hj' citlir*!' of tliosc j'outc's 
to C()v<‘r a 3’cal iuvaKion by one of the older I'oads, can earty jiauio 
into India, and dihorgiuii/.e (lie (joverniiieiit'.s plans For luo' defence; 
but, by ])er,suading otJiers that .such a danger exists, the ne\i horuard 
I’arty lias been enabled to exalt tlie inililary at the expense of the 
civil iiower, to tigliten its griji on th(‘ jmbhc purse, and so to oi'ganiz(‘ 
and distribute the Indian Army that a tliiid advance on Kabul and 
Kandahar can b(‘ made to aiipear a sinpile undeitaking compared lo 
the second and the lir.st. To appear, not to be, a wimple undertaking. 
A third advance on those cities will mean a l.hird Afgluin uar, Uiiid a 
third Afghan uar will proi'o jtiori' costly and more dangerous than 
cither of its foronninm's — more costly, bcuanwe it will have for its 
object the poriuaneut oocupation of Afghanistan ; more dangerous, 
because the Afghans am better armed than when they narrowly uiissed 
annihilating Roberts at Kabul, and defeating iStew'ait at Ahmed Kliel ; 
bc’caubO the Pa than element in the Native ai'iny iw stronger than -when 
the rifles of the- 2‘.)th Punjab infantry warned the- ilefenders of the 
ypin Gawad Kotal of (.he approach of a Ih'iti.sh column ; and bf’eauso 
the India of to-day is a le.ss trnwtw ortlry ba,sc from which to engage in 
a war of eon([ue,st, tlian was the fiuUa of 1838, or 1S7S. A national 
Govei'inuciit, embarking on the most indeh'usible of W'ars, can always 
count on the blind support of the majority of its eountrymen ; an 
alien Guvcrnnient appeals in vain to the passions and prejudices of 
it,s subjects. The foimer Afghan war.s had no national enlhnsia.sm 
behind them ; the war of the future will be waged in the teeth of 
national eondciimaticm. The educated Native know's that India, 
with her land frontier triply guarded by river, dosc-rt, and mountain 
lias no reason to fear foreign invasion ; and no .sophistry can eonvinoe 
him that the Soientific Prontior of the Forward Party will add to his 
security or fail to add to his hurclens ; and it must not be forgotten 
that the educated Native has to-day greater opportunities of influencing 
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his nnoduratofl counlryiiion than he liacl Hoveiity, nr evnn thirty) 
yOcai'H ago. 

No kSeoi'otai'y of Ktato, no Viceroy has ever pretended tliat wars of 
ar!8re,s,sion can he rendered popular with the Indian poojile ; hut in 
the Despaleli whieli cjlo.sed Lord Laurence’s career, that great statesman 
laid down, for all time, the antecedent eondition.s on \rliicli Imhats 
foreign (lovm'nme.nt can enjoy seemitv in the face of a threahmed 
invasion : — 

Pi'cvions ab.stiiu'nce from entanglerm'nt at cither Kabul, Kandahar, 
or any similar outpost ; a compact, highly opuipped and di.seiplined 
army, on which full veliauee can be pi, need ; the contentment, if not 
the ati;seltment, of the masses of the people ; a sense of sc'curity of 
title' iuid poH,seHsioii in tlu' mintls of the C'hiefe and Native aristocracy ; 
the construction of matevuvl works calculated to enhance the comfort 
of th(' p(.!oj)](', whilst adding to its own political and military strength ; 
tlu' husbanding of the nation’s finances and the niidtiplying and 
consolidating of itw rc'soniws ; quiet preparation for contingencies, 
wliieh, in India, siatestuen should never disregard ; and such st(‘ady 
avoidance of all conduct that could invite foreign aggression, or stir 
up restle.ss spirits to domestu' revolt, as would inspire its suhjt'ots and 
noigiihoui'.s with full conlidence in tho rectitude and iioue.sty of its 
intentions. 

On sudi hroad foundations something greater may bo achieved 
than mere immunity from panic in the face of danger threatening 
froiii without—iiamely, tho creation of a strong and jirosjjcrous India, 
loyal to tlu' connection to which she owes her \inity ; but they can 
never bo laid wbilst money which .should be left in the jieople’s pockets, 
or .spent on reproductive- works, is wasted on fortifications and strategic 
railways, the- maintenance of an army greatly in excess of its legitimate 
strength, and the upkeep of outposts which serve no purpo.se .save to 
irritate and provoke the tribes whom they are suj^posed to control. 
J’oUtical reforms jnock a nation’.y hopes so long as material conditions 
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remain iiniraprov^ed ; and becan.se MiliiarLsin and Poverty ah\'iiyK 
have been, and always 'rill b(‘, indisHolubly allied, llie dearest wi.sli of 
every lover of England and India must be to create in botli countries 
a t^orward Party vvliicli sliall take a.s it,.s rvateliword — Progress founded 
on Peace. 


r'lNis. 
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Casualty List of British Officers during the War 

Kill, 101) 

1. Mfijof A. D. Aiaicrson, 23rd Bengal I’ioiioor.s. 

Lioutenani P. 0 . (!. Angelo, 31sl, Punjab Infantry. 

Ideut('nant t'. M. Barclay, 45tli Bengal Infautiy, (Mortally 
wounded.) 

2nd laeutonant ll. J. O. Barr, OOth Pout. 

/). Major Wigram Battyo, Corp.s of (juides. 

Majoi' If. II. Hireli, 27th Puujah Infantry. 

Major (1. P. Blackwood, Royal Horse Artillery. 

Brigadier-doneral If, P. Bi-ooke, Connuandiug 2nd Infantry 
llrigiide, Kandaluii' li’ield Jf'orco. 

[jieutenant-Colonel P. Brownlow, f'.B., 72nd Highlaudeis. 

10, daptain N. (i. But.son, !)Ui Lancers. 

Major Bit' Ik Louis N. (iavagnari, K.C.B. 

LieixLenaut R. 'I', dluite, 6Gth Pout. 

Lieutenaut-f 'olonel R. B. (Helaud, !)tli Latiocrs. (Mortally 
wouiuled.) 

Lieutenant Duncan dole, 30tli Bombay Infanti'y. 

15. Major .)ohn dook, Add., 5th driirklias. (Mortally wounded.) 
da]>tain d, M. druikshank. Royal Engineers. 

(laptaiu Id J. Oullen, (Kith Fool, 
daplain .1. Dundas, V.C., Royal Engincer.s. 

Limitenant, T. O. PitzGcrakl, 27th Punjab Infantry. 

20. .Lieutenant Bt. J. W. Porbe.s, !)2nd Iliglilanders. 

Lieutenant (). E. S- Porbos, I^th Bengal Laiioers. 
daptain Bt. J. Id Promo, 72nd HighlanderH, 

Lieutenant d. II. Gtiisford, 72nd Highlanders. 
Lii'utt'uant-dolonel James Galbraith, GGth Foot. 

25. daptain E. S. Garratt, GCtli Foot. 

Captain If. T. Goad, 5tli Hyderabad Contingent- (Mortally 
wounded.) 

dhajtlain Rev. G. M. Gordon, Church ]\Ii,ssionary Society. 
Lieutenant W. H. Id Hamilton, V.O., Corps of Guide.s. 
Lieutenant Edward Hardy, Royal Horse Al’tiHery. 
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30. T/ieutonant J. K.. ITcai'scy, Oili Dincoi'.s. 

Captain P. ('. f-Toath, Biigadc-Wajor, ].st JBigiulo, Kiindalini- 
Field Po](‘o. 

Lientniant T. Kiee Heim, Royal Flnginens. 

Ijieiitenant (1 W. [linde, lat Bond)iiy (In'iiadiers. 

LieuLcnant A Ponywood, Foot. 

35 Mr. VV Jonkyn.s, C.I.E., (kvd iSorvico, i’oldir'ii] t)nic(‘r. 
Lioutcainnt W. N. Justice, 30th Bombay rnfaritiy. 

Hui'goon A. H. Kelly, Bengal Medical Department. 

Captain ■!. A. Kcko, Royal Artillery. 

Lieutenant F. 0. Kiiiloch, 5th Bengal Cavalry. 

40. Lieutenant G. H. Liimsden, Sth Bengal Cavalry. 

Lieutenant Hector Mael.aine, Royal Horse Arlillery. 

Captain W. H. MoMath, Ofith Foot. 

2nc] Lieutenant E. B. Mansh, 2 -7th Fusiliers. 

Lieutenant C. A. Montanaro, Royal Artdlory. (Mortally wounded.) 
45. Lieutenant-Colonel tV. fl. Newport, 2.Slh Bombay Infantry. 
Jic'utenant 0. AAurent, Royal Engiueens. 

2ncl Lien tenant W. Pv.. Olivey, 66th l'"oot. 

Lieutenant E. <4. O.sborne, Royal Horse Artillery. 

Lieutenant W. C. Owen, 3rd Bombay Cavalry. 

50. Lieutenant E. Palmer, Bengal CommisHariat Hufiartnient. (Mor- 
tally wounded.) 

Cnjitain C. F. Powell, 5th Ourkhas. (Mortally woimderl.) 
Lieutenant M. E. Rayner, 66th Foot. 

Lieutenant T. J. O’H. Retiny, 4th Punjab Infantry. (Mortally 
wounded.) 

Major W. Reynolds, 3jd Sind Flonsc'. 

65. Lieutimaut W. P. Ricardo, 9th Lancer.s. 

Captain W. Roberts, 66th Foot. 

Captain E. D. Shafto, Royal Artillery. 

Lieutenant-Colonel A. M. Shewell, Dejruty Ooinuiiasary-fh'ueral. 
(Mortally wounded.) 

Captain H. F. Showers, 1st Punjab Infantry. 

60. Cairtain H. F, Smith, 30th Bombay Infantry. 

Surgeon W. B. Smyth, M.B., C.S.E. 

Captain N. J. SjrenB, 72nd Highlanders. 

Lifsutenant F. 0. Stajmer, 19th Bombay Infantry. 

Captain E. Straton, 2-22nd Foot. 

65. 2nd Lieutenant B. S. Thurlow, 61st Foot. 

Major R. J. Lo Poer Trench, lOtli Bomhay Infantry. 

Major 'r. B. Vandeleur, 2-7 tli Fusiliers. (Mortally wounded.) 
Major 8. J. M^'andby, 19th Bombay Infantry. 

Lieutenant C. G. Whitby, 1st Bombay Grenadiers. 

70 , Lieutenant H. V. Willis, Royal .Artillery. 

Lieutenant N. 0. Wiseman, l-17th Foot. 



APPENDIX 


561 


2iul Licntonaut P. P. K. Wood, 2-lib Fusiliers. 
Ijiculeniiut, 0. B. Wood, Ti-anspoit JJfpai’tiiieiit. 
Lieutcuanl. J. D. VVrigld, Foyal Arlillery. 

Total IliUed—lA. 


WoirNDi^n 

1. Lu'iiP'nanl-Coloni'l .IT. >S. Anderson, 1st Bombay Infantry 
(Oi'enadiors). 

Lieuteiiant L. iS. bJyde Baker, 3rd Punjab Pavalry. 

Majoi' H. 1). Barrow, lOtb Bengal Lancers. 

[jiuutcnant-r'olonel A. Batlye, 2nd Giirklia.s. 

5. (Japtain l<b U. Batlye, Corp.u of Guides. 

Li(‘nti'nant-ColoiU‘l J. H. Broome, 2nd Punjab Cavalry. 
Jji(>nteuant A. M. Caulfield, B6th Berks Begiinont. 

Lic'utcmant N. t'. I*’. Cliamlicrlain, Cirntral India Horse. 
Lieutenant J). Cliesncy, 23rd Pioneers. 

10. Major d. d. Scott Cliisholmc, !)th Lancers. 

Captain W. (kmolly, 2nd Battalion 7th Itoyal Ftwilions. 
Jdeutenant W. Cook, 3rcl Sikhs. 

Major H. Corbc'tt, R-3 Royal Artilleiy. 

Surgeon A. Duncan, M.J')., Indian Medical Department. 

If). Lieutenant Ifl. d. N, Fasken, 3rd Sikhs. 

Lii'utenant C. H. Pergusson, 72nd l-figldanders. 
Ideutenant-Oolonel A. II’itzHugli, 5th Gnrklias. 

Captain N. P, Powell, H- B Royal Horse Artillery. 

Lieutcmant C. P. (hunbier, 5th Punjab Cavalry, 

20, Cajitain A. J, Garrett, Hyderabad Gontingent. 

(’ai)tain D. P. Gordon, !)2nd Gordon Highlanders. 

Ideuti'uant S. D, Gordon, B)th Bengal Lancers. 

Golonul Sir H. H. Gough, V.C. 

('ajitain J. Grant, 1st Bombay Infantry (Grenadiers). 

25. Captain J^b L. Graves, 6-11 Boyal Artillery. 

Lieutcnant-Coloncd C. J. Griffiths, 3rd Sikhs. 

Captain C. H. Hamilton, Royal Artillery. 

Captain T'. Harris, OGth Berks Rogirnent. 

Lii'Utonant H, R. L. Holmes, 45tli Sikhs. 

30. Majoi' d. iS. Jrodell, 30th Bombay Infantry. 

Licutonant-Colonel J. Law.son, 59th Foot. 

Lieutenant-Oolonel G. Lxtck, 16th Hussars. 

Lieutenant H. B. Lynch, 60th Borks Regiment. 

Major J, A. F. H. Stewart-Mackeime, 9th Lancers, 

35. Colonel J. H. P. Malcolmson, 3rd Sind Horse. 

Surgeon-Major J. Martin, Army Medical .Department. 
Lieutenant H. S. Massy, 19tli Bengal Lancers. 
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Captain M. Maynf, 3rd Bombay Cavndry. 

Surgeon C. J. MeCartie, M.D., Indian Medieal DepnrtnienL. 

40. Ca])tain S. A, Wenaie.s, 02nd (lordon irioldandeis. 

Lieuienant S'. C. M. Monro, 72nd J lighlander.s. 

Lic-ntonant A. M. MonioitU, .3rcl Sind Hoise. 

Major H. C. Morae, Slli Boml)ay Infantry. 

Lienfenani d. Bnru-Mmdoeh, lloyal fingiueov-t. 

45. Captain P. B. Murray, 72nd Biglilanders. 

Colonel T. 11. Niinino, 2Mtli Bombay Tnfantiy. 

Captain d. AC jNngent, .51at, Light hii'antiy. 

Surgeon C. W. Ouen, Indian Medical Itejiarf inent . 

Captain A. J. Poole, fi7tli Begiment. 

.50. Surgeon-Major A. P. Preston, M.B., Army Medieal Deiiartinent 
Captain A. J. I'C Reid, 2!)th Punjab infantry. 

Lieutenant J. H, R. Reid, 3rd Bombay Cavalry. 
Lieutenant-Colonel P. R. Rovvo.roft, 4th Curlchas. 

Lieutenant IL W. Seymonr, Bltli Bombay Infantry. 

66. Major J. B. Slater, 2nd Sikli.s. 

Surgeon A. K. Stewart, Poona Horse. 

Lieutenant 1). Mb Stewart, ()2nd (loidon Highlandei's. 
Lieutenant (J. J. [.. Stuart, 2nd Punjab Cavalry 
Lientenant L. Sunderland, 72nd Higldandei's. 

00, Major R, T. Tliaclceray, V.C., Royal Rngineers, 

Lieutenant P. .1. d'nbin, 23rd Regiment Bombay Infantry, 
Deputy iSurgeon-CeiU'ial S. C. Townsend. 

Captain C. d. W. Trowei, flth Lancer, s. 

Captain D. M. D. WaUwfield, Royal Artillery. 

05. Major E, .1. Mbit, son, l.st Battalion AVorcestor Regiment. 
Lieutenant S. AVot.'-on, ,5!)th Pool. 

Captain H. L. ATells, Royal Engineers. 

Captain. (L AY. Willoek, 3rd Bengal (Aivalry. 

Lieutenant H. St. LegiT AVood, b5tli Poot. 

70 . Colonel P. S. Yorke, l!Hh Bengal Lancers, 

Captain C. Young, 5th Punjab Infantry. 

Lieutenant E. A. Young, Kith Bengal Lancers. 

Total Wotmded — 72. 


Died eeom BxrosuEE on DjseAkSE 

1. Lieutenant P. E. Andenson, 26th Punjab Infantry. 

Surgeon-Major G. Atkinson, M.B., Army Medical Department. 
Captain W. B. Barker, 10th Huasans- 
Major H, G. Becher, llth Bengal Infantry. 

5. Captain Jolm .Becke, 21st Bombay Infantry. 

Lieutenant AY. H. Bishop, 2-1 1th Poot. 
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iSiir;^eoii-Maj()i' P,. H. Bolton, Army Merliral DoparLnifnt. 
Lioiiloiiiint A. Biirltoii-HonncL, 10th Rnioiil LcinfeL'-i, 

Lu'iitcniiut .1. I'\ M. { 'ainphi'll, ;i!)tli Boiuliay Infantry. 

10, ('aplain (!. A. Cailhcw, Kith Jt(.Mi'>al ( 'aviiliy. 

Pa[)lain 1). 'T. f 'liialiolin, oOth IKiot. 

Liouk'ii.uit-Colonol \V. II. .1. Cliu'ko, 72ir(l lli^lilaiideis. 
Licutciumt-Coldiiel .1. .1. Collins, 2-(i!Mli Rillo,. 

Lioiilcnaul-l ‘oloiU'l (1. H. (’risjiiii, 1th Brnnhav Riflos. 
in. Captain P. W. U. Ct-oClon, 4-tiOtli liifics. 

Lieutenant H. L. L. Daeres, Royal Artillery. 

Lieiileiiant-Coloui'l A. (I. Danheny, 2-7tli LAisiliere. 

Li(‘iitonant (|. 0. Dawi's, 1st Bengal Cavalry. 

Lieutenant A. B. l)t)hHon, Royal Bagineer-i, 

20, LieiiLeiiaiit-Colonel 1i. lA'llmvs'.s, 22ncl Ihmjab Pioneers. 

Captain .1. II. Cainhle, l-17th Foot. 

Major .1. Codhon, -1th Madras Infantry. 

iSurg('on II. A. (J. Cray, M.B., C.M., llenoMl iMi'JLcal De])artiuoat. 
Captain C, .1. Ifare, 22nd Pnnjah Infantry. 

25. iSui)-Lioutenaat F, 11. Haj'for.l, lOth Ifu-'S.u'.s. (Drowned ) 
Lieutenant W. I'A lleimell, 1st Punjab Cavalry, 
iSnrgeon A. C. Keitlr, IVl.lL, \riny Medioal Depiu'tmeiit. 
Wui'goun-Major II. Relsall, \rmy Medic. d Department. 
Lienleu.'iut iS. B. L. Ijeudnnu, Royal Artillery. 
liO. 2nd Lieut, enant B. D. Los, I -25tii Ifoot. 

Captain 0. H, Morrison, 141 h Bengal Laneens. 

Lieulenant R, Murray, Corp.s of Cuide.s, 

LicuiUmant-Colonel G. N’ielioletta, 2!)th Bombay Infantry 
Colonel .1. d. C’Bryen, 22ud J^nnjab rnfantry. 

:15. Major C. Oliver, ISOth Foot.. 

Ijieutenant Lord (),s,sul.stou, 4th Battalion BiBe Brigade. 

(taptain B. W, Perry, 40th Foot. 

Deputy iSurgison Genoi'al .1. H. J-’orter, Army Medical Duparttnent. 
Jjieutenant Brtnvnlow Poulter, Royal BngiiK'crs. 

40. Major L. A. Powys, 51)th J'’oot. 

Captain J. .J. Preston, 4th Rillc Brigade. 

Ca])tain It, B. Reed, l-12tli Buot. 

Ideal enant. 4. T. Riue, Royal Bngiucer.s. 

fieut, enant 8. VV. 4’. Roberta, 27th Punjah Infantry. 

45. Ideutenant H. R. Ro.ss, Royal Artillery. 

Oajjtain A. P. Banmells, 32nd Punjab I'ioneer.s. 

Captain, J*l. VV, Bamnells, Bengal Stall Coi'[)s. 

Capt.ain T. a’B. Sargont, 78th Uighlandcr.s. 

Major L. Smith, tlrd Gurkhas. 

50. Mr. D. B. Sinolair, O.S., Political Officer. 

Liesutenant Jl. II. S, Sfioor, l-26th Foot. 

Lietitonant-Colonol R. G. T. Stevenson, Poon<a Rors(3. 
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Paplnifi S. A. Suinloy, ]]tli Bengal Lancn-.s. 

Bi‘igadiej'-(Jent'Kil J. A. 'I'yikT, C. B., V.i'., ( 'omnuiinling Zaiinnklit 
K.vpediiion. 

55. Lleiilenant R. P. Ventri.'!, .Ord Bull's. 

Sui'geon-Maji))' ,1. ^Va]lae(', M.A., M.D., M.B.C.S. 

Hm'gt'on ,1. K. Walsh, M.D., Bent-al Medical 1)e])aviinoul, 

2nd Lieutenant 15, II. Whitson, 1-I711i Root. 

Surgeon (1, Wal.son, JVl.B., Bc'niral Medical Dc'piii Lna'iit. 

()0. (/’aptain A. A. W^eighall, 2-llth Root. 

Lieutenant R. W'kittuek, 1st Botnhay (henadiers, 

L.aptuin R. H. Wiutcrholluini, Madras Sa^jpci.s. 

Surgeon-Major .1 . 11. VV right, M.H.t'.S., Army Medical Depari inenl. 
Lieutenant (I. M. Yahhvyn, 2- (>th l''out. 

Tolnl Died — (it. 


An.s'i’HAC'i' 


Killed 74 

Womided 72 

Died 04 

Total C'a.maltie.‘i 210 


There exi.Mts no official record of the e.vnet numherH killed, wounded, 
and invalided in the War; hut Major Cl. d. Younglui.shand in lii.s 
Jndken Frontier Warfare jnit.s them down at /illy thousand, 
“ approximately eipuvalent to the entm' fojco that wa.s in the iiokl 
at any one time,” and this estimate is probably not ('.xaggeiated. 



PUIOKS OJ'JNIONS ON 'rifB PIUST VOLUMi!) OF THE AEOBAN WAB 


— '“Now tliat *>pinion in rogard to Indian ironiior policy has 
undci-gono n luiii'kcd change. Colonel H. H. Hamui’H caroi'nl study ol the o\'ents 
wliich lod up to tho Second Afghan War is distinctly opportaino. . . . From 
lirst lo lust, iho iiook will woll repay study by ovory one \rho earns to lindorstand 
how wars can lio tuadu — find avoided.” 

Tub On.snuvjjii. — “Wo know of no ono bettor qimlifiod to deal with ovonta 
in AfghaniHluii tluin Colonol )I. S, Jlunna.” 

Pai.o J\lAia. CiAitKTTK.--'' Colonol Hanna's ti’oiiicmloii.s care, coniplotenchs 
.ind cloamoMH, with his intoiaso conviclion, make him a very iionorful nritei'.” 

A’l'ii hiN.iajM, — “ 'J'lio alnlity wiih which his ease ia prastiiiteil is oonsidoj'able, 
and it is probablo Hint in his main lino his view ia a well-founded one.” 

.MoiiNtwit bu.MiifiR. — “Colonel Hanna is poeuliarly well fitted lo handle (ho 
multiplioity of ((ucHlioiis political, mililary, iitmneinl, and social— that iiri.so in 
eomu'utiou with the Second Afghan War.” 

M-ANdlll'iSTiSH (luAiiurAN. — "Colonel Hanna culls hi.s book, of which the 
Ui'st \olmiu) lias now hoeii published, T/ir S'erond Afghan ll'ar ; hot its scope 
in w'idov than llio title. . , . The pro.aoiit volume justifies tlie liopo that the 
work when cmnploted wilt possoss tlio liighost political value. Colonel Hanna 
brings 1,0 his task a mind iminiod willi Liberal principles, fis woll as an almost 
uiu’ivaUod knnwlodgn of the frontior-prohloni in its military and political iispects,” 

Lhiid.s MwauuitY. — “Colonel Hanna’s work promisos tu be the afandard 
authority on tho history of tho tSi'cond Afghan War. It ia wrifton with oon- 
spioiious abilily, find v^'ith a uiamlost desire to stale the (ruth, the wholn truth, 
and nothing hut tho truth, regarding ono of tho most scnsolOiSfi wars of aggression 
rocordod in tim annals of the llritisli Empire.” 

AuvfjaA'rn oi? India, “Colonol Hanna shows olearly and forcibly, and 
with (he aid of unimpeachable autbontios, tbat on tlio brink of war tho ai'ttiy 
.WHS found thornnghly inonpablo of oltoetual warfare.” 

Unitmd SunviCM M.\«akink. — “T his is a romarkablo, an oxcellont, and a 
must ini oroatingl.Y inslnictivo work; and the second vohnno when it appears 
w'ill ho oagorly soirAJd upot) by all readers of that which liua now been pfiblishcd. 
. . . The volume Ijoforo us is a most masterly oKifosition of the subject With 
which it deals, and cannot bo too strongly reeommonded.” 

Manoukstkb Coubikb.-— " The present volume ends tit the moment of the 
iidvaneo, mid wo shall therefore look eagerly for the coiititiuation of the story. 
If ill is ccintinued in tlio same exliauMtivo and jialioiai mnimor as it has com- 
inoncjod, Colonol Hamul will have made a notidile and vahiablo contribution to 
modern Indian history.” 
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iNviWTOUs’ J! i!\ liiw. — iH not. down in ii Inipluizard, iiotliin{> frniii 
nu'ri' iiiipulhp or H is a f-alin and .dnioHl, coloui'lehs . . . narralivo ot 

I'acih Ijiisc'd niion doounu'iiln atruh.siiilc to all.” 

(fi.ASctiw llFciiM.n. — ” 'I'ho niillior wi’itos adlli a \'ery tlioi'oiipli Unoa'l('<l(ii‘ 
ni the Midjoft ; his tacts iiro nim'sliallcd willi I'cniiirli.ihlc slcill, and Ins 
ui'ciunoulation is excciilioiinlly vifioronn. 'I'licsc (innlilirs iriarh lii.s hook as 
a \,Unalilc isnilviluitioii (owards (lio adcquato nudcrstiaiclinp, oC a (|ncs(iou 
which lias mil yot lost ils iinpiadaiicc.” 

WifiSTioUN AImIj, r'Aiiijii.i,-. — “ Colonol Ifannn tells his story in a stylo that 
makes iidci'c.sting reading, rvliitst Iho .sidelights arc of a charactor that ono M'onkI 
not mi.ss willingly. As it Ls, we think I hero .should ho a hearty violcurno for tlie 
’eolnme ih.sned hnoause of its general interest.” 

'rnn Army anh Nava' Oazktte. — “(’ olonol Hanna’s book, the first A'olunui 
of which was published on 'I’horsday lu.st, has eonio opportunely, It fairly 
shows that wo ha\’0, ns regards Afghan alfairs, esjiisist cully done what wo ought 
nut to hiivo done, and left imdouo or lot't unsaid nuui.y tliingB that holoaged to 
our peace.” 

Tiip] IjtTJSR.tUY W'oiiLU. — ” A work liUn Colonol Hanna's appeals .specially 
to tlio student, partieAilarly fo tlio political and inililary student.” 

SliiOFetlii.n D.VI1.V Tici.ECiUM'ii. — All who take an earnest and continuotiM 
iiiLorcat in llrilish operations on Hio Worlh-W'cst Indian li’ronlier . . . will do 
well to gilt Colonol kfanim’s hook.” 

WESTtiJtK jMehcuiiy. — ” This hnlky Yoliimp is a erushiug and remorseless 
exposure of the " [forward i’olicy.’ Colonel Hanna . . . has, in addition to 
udUtury knowledge, tireless industry and a tirni grip of facts.” 

i'UHi.iu OiMNioN, — ” Wo hoarlil.v rccoinmond this very able history ot meiits 
t.liat liavo proved so eostly to England in lives and money. 'J'ho work is avoU 
writ ten, and sliuuUl ho widely read.” 

NuwcAstle Lio.vdkh. — ” Such a ta.slv as Colonel Hanna ha.s inidertaken ru- 
C(Liiro.s not only the fHOiilty of (ho hi.s(oriiin, hut the spoeial training of Iho soldioi' 
for it.'i otTcctis'O treatment; and Colonel Hanna has hotli this historic ability 
and this speeial training.” 

Tire CitAJti'iON, Bomh.vy. — C olonel Hanna, has alreaily won hi.s .spurs as a 
writer and publicist of no mean renown, mi i.piestion,s relating to (,he Afghan 
aiifl Horth-Wost Ifrontier jinlities, and he has well been deseriliod by imo leading 
London jrau-nal os ‘ poculiiirly fitted to handle the inultiplieily ot ipn'.slkms — 
political, .soeiul and iaiUtiiry~in eonncction with tho Second Afghan War,' and 
by another as lii'ioging to his task ‘caro, eleariiosw, coinpkiLena.ss and eonvie.tioii.’ 
We entirely' concur in tliese rdows.” 

The iCejJinD. — ” The finst volume . . . i,s now publisliod, and contains a 
full and iiitere,sting account, of the various events wltieli led to tho goueats and 
growth of the Forward Policy, and so to Hie outbreak of the war, which the 
next \ olumo is to clironiclo.” 

Iji'nBRCOOlj Pa-sv. — ” E.speeially valuable is Colonol Haiina's analy’sia of the 
eireuinstancoh attemling the ILussian Mission to Kabul, under Cenerid Stoliotoff, 
which have been put forward by apologists of Lord Lytton and tho Beacon.sfiold 
Ooi'erninent as on aiuplo j ustilictition of the Afghan War.” 



I'HRHS OL’INION.S ON TOR SRCOND VOLUME 


I’m.i, i\l \r,r. (Oxun'H. — “Coloiiol IfimiiK rtmy bo. Ginijinitiilated on an 
o.’vti'oinoly ai'ciinil 0, jiainhliikiiifj, anti clour acctiiinfc ol' a very uii.sulist’aclriry 
witr. Ilia eril icisDiH . . . tiro, vro hnliovc, fjenorally souutl.” 

iMoilNINil I’o.aT. — “ No ono coiilil bo inoro cuiaiblo ol wriUng a lii.story of it 
I lain Colonol llanim.” 

lijiiNiiiiucH I'ivi'.NiNU Nhwk. — “ Row IhkiIvH liuvo ov'or given a bettor desorip- 
tion of inoiintain tvarfarn amt ita porila, and how a rotiKb eonntry tonda to dia- 
loc.alo military inovoinont.s, while I hero arc wnno Ufc-liko )jab.aitgca dosoriptivc of 
tho rroi(nent raids on the liritisli Ihioa of connnnniciifionsby tlio wild trilicanion.” 

Si’OTHM.VN. 'PhiH volinno cftcotivciy hringa up ii valnalilo military history 
which has alroiidy in its lir.st half gaitiod a high reputation among tho sLuclioiib 
solilicrs host oapahli' ot weighing ils merits.” 

India,- '' A scare, liiiig, nnconiproini.sing and ilhnninating piece of historical 
oyU.” 

Hiri'lt''l''li':i,r) O.viia- [■NnECKNiinN'r. — ” 'I’o give a. lucid aoconnt of this tangled 
ciunpiiign is no easy tnidder ; hut t'oloni'l Hanna has boon succesKful.” 

jMouninu Lisadku. — “ Tho talc is I old, holh from (ho military anti the imlitioal 
jimnln of view, willi a inoderidion, ii slrict imparl hdity, and a scrupulovis regard 
foi' ueoiiracy wliieh win and huld the eonlitleuce of the rouder.” 

MANi'iiioH-rmt, Cditiumh. — “ 'I'lio story is clear and siifticioid tind no extraneous 
mill for is ineludoii.” 

Sunii'FiioLU TnnioDii.mt. — ’‘Most clmptei.s of the uavrativo oloso with 
' Ohsorvatious ’ or criticism.H, which, vvlicthcr juutilied or not, eumiot but jnako 
a Roldior tliiul, mit curofnlly tlio priibIom.s set lioforo liiin. Tliis is ii work which 
could only ho done hy one who is liimsolf a seionlific soldier, and is well accpiainted 
with till) country ahout whicli iio writes.” 

HTrinniiTiSFUOLi) Jilx vminjsk. — “ TJio comhinatiou of soldier and historian, 
still moro of tho soldier and liheral-niindod hial.orian, is one that is only too raro 
in the amiala of iniblication.” 

LiTBiiAiiv Woiu.n. — ” Colonel Hanna writca clcarlj' and offeutivoly, and, 
moro ospoiiially in the dc.scriptivo parts of his narrutivR, we are impressed by 
the fact that he wriltm wil.h aullicionuy and knowlodgo.” 

Titii St’MAKpn, Eor solrlior.s tho voliiino is full of insirnulion. Besides 
containing a. clotir uocuunt of oac'h aotion and expodition, to most of the doserip- 
livo ohapLors is itp|jondod a sorios of obsorvallous, each of which is a carefullj' 
cmifiidorod critioisni on Iho evonta disousaed in tho preceding iJuge.s.” 

The S.vtljiu)AW Kisvnsw, — “Military students will tlmiik Colonol Hanna 
most for Ids aniilyBoa, and will enjoy his sound and jiuticial weighing and com- 
parison of nioans (o an oud. . . . Colonol Hamm has written a very able book 
and lias t.lio oourago of liis coiiviction.s, a wolooino tra.it in these days when robust 
opinions aro Jargoly out of fasliion,.” 
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INDIAN TROBLEMS 


No. I . Can Ruhsta Invadjs India '! 

No. II. 1ndia’.‘^ Hc'ientifio Fhontidu — Wiibiik i“i it ? What is it ? 
No. III. B.ACKW.iitDS Oil FoiiWAitns ! 


OPINIONS OF THE PRESS 

Manciiesteh CIii.mDiAN. — “Colonel JHaiinn has given in a oomparativoly 
aniall .space, and with adniu-tiblo clearness, such a conspectus of rccont froiiliur 
policy in India as mm havtUy Vie {onnd elaowhere, and anch a doinonatratiun ni 
its I'onl inaariing and too pruhablo consequences as shoulrl luivo an eli'oct, oven 
at this eleventh liour, on every niind not obstinately closed against com iction,” 

Satijeday Review. — “ Thnso prohlenis are all of the highest interest and 
importance ; they cloininate our foreign iioliey hotli in Europe and Asia ; while 
for our Indian Einjnro, their proper intorprotal ion and clocisien iiivolvo tlio 
grai'Cst issues of prosperity and safety, baulmiptcy and ruin.” 

Tub Scotsman, — “ Colonal Hanna’s Indian Froblein, Backwardn or Forwards ? 
is quite as renuirlvable as liis first and second for its strongtii of conviction, 
tliornugli knowledge of his suliject, and force of rctusoning. Tliero sooins to tlio 
inexpert reader no escape. He not only advwiees an opiniou, Imt pvovus it almost 
like a la-oposition in Euclid.” 

The D.ui.r GexVI'kio. — “ Colonel Hanna lia.s certainly collected a strik'ing 
number of weighty utterances in favour of his main contention. Tliat contention, 
briefly stated, is, tiiat tlie Indian Governinont ouglit never to luivc advanced 
beyond the fndimi Frontier at the foot of the inountaiuB, and ought, as spoodily 
as possible, to retire to that frontier.” 

IIa.o.AD Aiibow. — “ Colonel Hanna may bo satisfied that lie lias accomplialiod 
excellent and enduring work.” 
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Morgan, Oapt., 171, 184 
Moriai’t}', Major M. P., Member of 
Kabul Jlilitary Coininission, 
101 

Morton, Capit. G. do C., 227 note 
Muir, Liout. A. M., 463 note 
Murphy, Surgeon W. R., sUdl, 332 note 
Muaa Jan, hoir-apparent, 338, 359 
Mushk-i-Alatn (Slullali) — 

Approaoliiiig Kabul, 104 
Tnfluence, 100 

Lighta beacon on Asmai Heights, 
244 

Rallying adherents at Ghazni, 266, 
334 

Korco dispersed, 338 
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Kaclar Ali Khan, Rossaldar, 116 
Nakahhand Khan, Ressaldar-Major — 
MMrnings to Cavagnari, 26 
Napier of Magdala, Lord, 638 
Napiar, Capt. Hon. J. S., 287 
NapOIeoii — 

Oormnunications, condemnation of 
plan involving loss of, 78 
Duty of a -Commandor believing 
operations unwise, 343 
Mania of attempting to hold every 
point, 401 
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Niipolpiin (continued ) — 

“ Move about ” UcUoh, 222 
Precept iH t.o (ineiiiy, 102 
Unity of lorccis, 166 
Neville, Cajit. J. 1’. (J., 181 
Nendigato, Gen. 11. H. J,., 366 
Nicholson, Capt. W. G., 1 08 note, 110, 
134 note 

Nihal Olimiil, Hospital AasiKtaut, gal- 
lantry, 217 

Nininui, Lieut. -Col. '1'. K., 438, 448 
Norman, Col. P. li., 233 
Pruised by Roberts, 269 
Norman, Sir H., 537 
Northern Afglianistan, I'lvacuatioo 
of — 

Kabul troops, 621 
Lino of Coiiinjvituctiliju.s, .623 
Moveablo Columus, 623 
't’i\n6 <ivul inaunov dehwininod by 
political roiiHons, ,633 
Nortborn AlgbaniHtan hhold Porce 
(Stew.irl), 340 
North-West Prunlior, 664 
Nott, Sir AA’illiam — 

Iniportnnec of koopiivg a l''orco to- 
gother, 107 

Obliged to expel eitizunH troiii 
Kandahar, 440 

Nugent, Onpit. J. V., bovoroly wounded, 
365 

Nugent, Lieut. C., killed by cxiikmioii, 
260 

Nutta Sing, Subadar, 218 
Nuttall, Gen. T., 30(1, 397, 403, 439 


O 

O’DoiinolI, Lieut., 410 note 
Olivoy, 2iid Liout. W. E,., killed, 4 16 
j O’Nial, Deputy Surgoiiii-Gimoral J., 
436. 430 

Osborne, Liout. 15. G., 407 
Killed, 413 

Oxley, Capt, R, H,, 72, 73, 74 
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Padshah Ivhnii (Head of the GhilzaiH) 
meets Cavagnari at Kurntiga, 
17 

Palliser, Gen, C, H., 318, 336, 368 
Palmer, Lioitt. E., mortally wounded, 

■ ■ a66, 

Parker, Rieut.-Col. G. H,,,204, 500 
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I'afi'y, ftlajor yidnpy, 7.’: 

I'lilcfson, OajJt. It., 7-t. ,■>,» 
ri'iioc yorioly, Addia-,^ .lyaiii&t re- 
ptisals, d(i!) 

I'onningioti, Major C. It , lll> 
t’crkiuH, (Joloui'l di, 112 > .uiil iwii' 
I’oiry, Sir B., r)o7 
IVatiauar Valloy Biiild L’oi-cc — 
Doimdod of da triuwporl, 4t 
Withdrawnl ordmid, i 
Phayrn, Jtaior-don. K.— 

Korro, tablo of, 492 
JCaiulaUar, arrival aU 3o!) 

MoasuroB to rohovo, 4rt:i 
IMotivoB for stojijjinv .idvmico, 491 
Ivh(3lat-i-(}hil*tti, udvinas alaiiidon- 
nionl, 400 

Iletiiru to QuoLta, iiS-t 
lloborts hands over command, 
Slikknr-Kaudahar C(Hnmuiucation.s, 
80() 

'rrontmont of Iuh Force, 491 
I'liillijia, Lieut., 4117 jtnh’ 

I’iout, Jjinnt. l-l. lb, 113 
i'icrcG, Col. W. W., 4S(i 
Plowdini, Major T. J. (1., lUi 
I’onlo, Capt. A. J., wounded, 133 
I’ortor, Soeguuu-Majov .1. H., 9 
Uojioi't quoted, 9 noie 
I'ratt, -Major 14, M,, 202, 2in 
Mentioned in despatches, 513 
J'rt'stan, Surgooii-Major A. F., 417 7iote 
Pj’imrciso, Liuut.-Gon. J. id. — 

Btind)a,v Jliviaion, 30(i 
Doclinon to risk Gugagoaiont, 490 
Kuiidaliar, arrival, 3H4 
llurrowM’w dolotil, 423 
Siege, powers dele, gated lo lli'ooke, 
' 435 

Soj'Lie (Brooke’s) dceiUod on, 440 
Unequal to position, 400 
Kooalloil, 535 

I’rngri'sa founded tm Peaeo, 55S 
L’ublio opinion in Hiigland — 

Against policy <j1' roprisni.a, 209 
Ulumgo of Ooverninout, 373 
'Corns against Loi’d Lyfctirn, 379 
Punjab, troubled uoivdituiu in. 1879, I 
Punjab Oavali'y, 5tU, cllleient, 205 iioic 


11 

Bawlinson, Sir If. 0. — 

Donoiuicos rotiromeut from .Kanda- 
har, 537 

NineUvrith Oenlin'f/urLieloq noted, 640 
rtKiynor, Ijievit. AI. IS., killod, 410 


Koad, Lieut. H. A. S., 3li3 
Bcadv, Alajor J. T.. 409 
Beid,' Lieut. J. H. E., 408 
' lienriy, Lieul. T. ,T. O'D., luorbally 
I wounded, 120 

I Itepriaals — 

Agitation in England agaiiiM, 209 
fjondenmation in India, 149 
Banging and sliooting, 81, 143, 141, 
207 

Kabul Military CoiniiiisBion, 138 
Koli Daman Expedition, 201) 

Lord Canning’s and Lord Lyttou’s 
policy contrasted, 139 
' No quarter, 247 note 

Koborta’s Return and Atemorandum, 
272 

' Soveritjq effects of, 253, 253, 371 
I Villago-burning, 123, 15.5-5, 199, 

] 24G, 257 

I Ripon, Lord (Viearoy of India) — 
j Aoousations against Conservative 

Oovernniont, 25!) 

Attiliido towards .Cbduv Rahraun, 
! 380 

I Letter to Stowart written at sea, 373 
' Moots his Council at Simla, 374 
. Stowarb’s proposal to ovaouata 

I Kidml endorsed, 517 

j VVilhdrawal Irnm Kandaliar, 344 

Roberta, Sir Frederick — 

I Cavagnari, gocidbye to, 18 

I Courage and confidonce, 7fl, 102, 218 

I Criticisms, 103, 112, L57, 100, 193, 

I 322, 303, 372, 515 

I Despatohns and Autoliiograjihy con- 

trasted, 88 

Kabul Expeditionary Force, 42 
Amir’H roproaontatives met at AU 
I Khol, 40 

I Anxieties during engagement of 

I Oliarasiab, 

I Assumoa oommaiKl o£ all troop,s 

from Kabul to Jamrud, 134 
1 Council of War, 104 

• Diflicultios, 353 

Disaster of Doe. 11, 1879, 177 

Doe. 14, 313 

Durbar of Jan. 9, 1880, 275 
Entry into Kabul, 99 
Orders to Gough, 330, 334 
' 'Proclamations, 46, 04, S)0, 205 

Roceivss troops at Shorpur, SIT 
Wires for reinforoemonts, 230 
Kandahar Column, 400 
Arlam’s lottor, 481 
Illness, 494, ,635 
Kandahar, battle of, 606 
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Koboi'ts, Sir 'Frc’<lo]'ick (rontiniml ) — 
K.C.B., 10 

Lord Kipon’fl vcaurvai/ion, 472 
Narrow osoapos, 1 ti, ,7(i 
Opininii on annoxai.ion, 5.72 
Probloiii ol lording Ii'oojjb, .534 
Prooerd.s lo Simln, 535 
(vliicoii’s autograph loiter and Parlia- 
inr.aluiy vote, .53.5 
Reply to Mr. li’rrdoi'ic Harrison, 271 
Witlulrnwal trom Kandahar, against, 
537 

Yakub Khan, interview nt Kiisbi, 
57 

KoborLs, Gon. lY., 284 
Kobertaon, hieut. E. E., ]8(i, ]87, 213 
Robartsoii, Liout. G. G,, 188 note 
Rogor.s, Liout. -Col. bi. G., 11.5 
Ross, Uon. C. C. — 

In command td PosLiuvar District, 0 
Invalided, 237 
Ross, Maior-Gon. .1. — 

Kabul 2nd Di\'iaiou, 283 
Kmidaboj', battle oi, .50tt 
Peslrawar ooininnnd, 237 
Rosorvo Division, 230 
Shoikabsul, 330 

Row, Lieut.-Col. T. G., 183, 211 
Row croft, Lieut. -Col. E. E., sent to 
dispors(j Ghilzaifa, 3.‘}0 
Russia, iu\d Afghanistan, 550, 552 


S 

Safib of Togao — 

Attack foragmg party, 133 
Throatoii Seb Baba, 3C3 
Stihab Jan (Ghilzai), action again.bt, 
298 

St. Jolm, Col. — 

Abdur Rahman, suggests negotia- 
tions with, 36(i 

Appointed Ke.sidcnt at Kaiidatiur, 
387 

Ayub Khan, nows of, 648 
Depsu'turo from Kandahar, 547 
Holmaiid Expedition, 381) 

Maiwand, battle ol, 415 
Robat, joins Hugh Gough at, 49.5 
Southern Afghanistan, political au- 
thority in, 306 

Salisbwy, Lord, declares war ovci', 20 
Salmon, Lieut. M. B., gallantry, 463 
note 

Sandemnn, Sir Robert — 

Agent in Baluchistan, 305 
Measures to relievo Kandahai', 483 


S.indeiuan, ,Sir Roboi't (continued ) — 
runishos Panizni Pathans, 386 
SuiJporta ^^■i^l 1 drawal from Kaiida- 
Juir, .538 

Saudhurat, Lord, ,5-10 
Siu'torius, Capt. E. H., .sovomly 
wonndoil, 300 
award, 300 

.Soolt, Mr. Ct. B. (Survey Dopar(iniint), 
110 

C'onvcrsaliou with a Miiltnh roguvd- 
iiig fittnek on Ivabul Uo.si- 
detioy, 3) 

ScoLl-Moncrioit, Inoiit., 225 note 
Holler, Lance-Corporal Georgo, Hovorely 
wounded, 209 anti note 
V.O. award, 209 and note 
Seymour, Lieid. H. W., wounded, 391 
Sliailo, Capt. E. D., kiUod in o.Nploflifiii, 
191 

Slier Ali, Sircliir — 

Govoi'nor of Kandahar, 296, 38.5 
Lack of confitlonco in biinnolf, 354 
Ijord Lytton’s lottor, 309 
Mutiny of Kandahar Coutingont, 391 
J’ro])Ohud riilor of SoiiUlern Algluui- 
istan, 302 

Slier Sing, Snliwlnr-Majiu', 364 
Shore Sing, Subndar, 288 
Sliorpur, see Kabul 
Sliorslon, Lieut. J,, 108 riofc, 189, 270 
Showoll, Liou1.-t!ol. jV. M., 437 note 
Mortally wounded, 450, 457 
Sliirrcb, Lieut. J. 0., 107 
Sbowi'ra, Capt. H. E,, imirdured, 386 
Sluilnrgardan — 

Defoneo ol, 106 
Siiowstorm.'s, 111 

Sick and woninlod sent to India 
weekly, 270 

Sim, Major J. jib, 204, 205 
Monlioncd in duspatohn.s, 216 
Sinclair, Mr. D. B., dies of oliolera, U 
Sirkai Kotal~Gnrri.son allackod by 
Mangnls and Ghilzais, 47 
Slade, Capt. J. K., 396, 400, 412 
Gallantry and energy, 427 
Sluter, Major J. B., moiitionod in 
dospatobus, ,515 

Smith, Deputy Surgoou-Oon. A., 628 
■note 

Smith, Major Euan (Political OlUoor), 
368 

Smith, Lieut. E. D. N., 399, 404 
Smyth, Surgeon W. B,, killed, 16, 115 
Smyth-Windhain, Major, 176, 180 
Southern Afghantetan, rotiramont 
from, ,536, 046 



INDEX 


581 


Sixiuri, Ciipt.. J., gflilrinti'y, Lillcd, 
212 nufl noiii ' 

ripui'goou’s warning as to policy of ^ 
reprisals, 2110 | 

SUiuliope, l\ri‘. Ti. (Uudor-yccrntnry for ' 
War), 260 | 

•Sfowai't, Sii' Couakl — 1 

( Viticizo.s flistrilmtion of rowai'cls, 111 ' 
Instructions to remain at ICaiitlalmr, 1 
22 

Kabul, nrraiigoineilts for « ithdrawal, 
-4(12 

Kamlaliar Column organiTod, 465 
Boborls, farowoll to, ,172 
ilavcU justided, 5112 
Kandnliai’ — 1 

British iVlission, nous of niaaaaore, 
29(1 

Farowoll Durbar, .'ill 
Force to throateu Ghazni, 206 
Telegram as to supplies, 313 
K.C.H., 19 

Lord Lvtton’s MimUo and loiter, 
3k, 316 

Lundi KoUil and Ali .\lasjid iii- 
spoctod, 528 
Waroh to liabid, 317 
Aotiuii of AIiiuckI Kliel, 327 1 

IJrsu, 336 I 

Faros Just as laoii — imwoU, 323 
GliaKii'i Field Force, takes leave | 
of, 3-10 j 

Jleots Hoborls awl onto-s Kabul, ■ 
340 I 

StratogiCHlly eundonmed, 341 | 

Kortliorii -M'ghanislar), ovacuafiori 
of, 517, 533 , 

Opiuioii ou aunoxafiou, 552 I 

i’arHfiineiitary vote, 535 
Polil.ical and military powers, 372 
ServicoH, ostimato of, 529 
iSimla, arrival at, 528 
Southern Afglianistaii, suggestions 
fur control, 302 

Withdrawal ironv KtuvdaUav adve- 
oatod, 537 

Stewart, Major G., 200 
Stowarb, Major J. C., 205 
Stewart, -Maokoiizio, Oapt., 175, 179 
Stockwoll, Major 0. M., 72 
Stokes, Tlon. VW (Legal Member of 
Viceroy’s (Jonncil), 537, S39 
Bteaoliey, Sir John (Financial Mombor 
of Viceroy’s Connoil) — 

Budget of 1880, 317, 350 
Straton, Cayt. E., 170 
Boliogi-aplis Stewart’s Dospatcb, 294 
Killed, 509 


Sukkur-iSibi Riihvay — 

(lonstruclion, 301 
Floods make breaches, 391, 393 
.Stations menaced liy in.u'auders, 487 
.Supply and Transport Departinoiit, 135 
S'rc al.'io Commissariat (inil ’fransport 
Snetcnhain, Capt. II. II , 107 
.Swinlcy, Capt. 0., 134, 212 
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Tanner, Col., 297, 3S6, 1.80 
Letter to Sandoman, 490 
Temple, Sir Richard (Govoraor of 
Bomhny), 305 

Thackeray, Major E. T,, 233 
iSovoroIy wounded, 2.59 
Thai, occupation of, 305 
Thompaon. Hou. Rivers, 537 
Thunda Sing, .Jemadar, mortally 
wounded, 211 noia 

Thnrlow, Lieut. B. S., mortally 
wounded, 363 
Tillard, Major ,T. A., 336 
Tobin, Lieut. F. T., wnmulerl, 48.5 
Townsend, Dijputy Sm'g6on-(.46neral 
S. 0., severely wounded, 06 
'frafford, Lieut. U. A. C. de, wounded, 
•U2 

Transport arrangements (Stewart’s), 
.309, 313 

Transport difflrulties — 

Attendants " .sweepings of the 
bazaars,” 136 

Bright drii’^oii to euifiloy Afridia, 12S 
Charles Gough’s, 128, 130, 2, >6 
Ivuram Field Force, 44 
Maegrogor on, 55 
Memorandum of Kennedy, 280 
Pha;p-o’8, -484, 487 

Powiiidahs’ camels taken by force, 
479 

B,cav*gaa,rd, 525 

Scavdt,v and iunnatmity of animala, 
282 

Stewart’s, 309 

Trench, Major R, J. Le 438 

Trowor, Liont. 0. J. \V., gallantly, 181 
Wounded, 206 

Tncker, Lieut.-GoL H. ,St. G., Report 
cpiotod, 524 etc. 

Forethought of, 526 
Turner, Gajifc. A. H., 108 aotr, 1 53 nota 
Twj'inan, Snb-Lieiit. H. M., niantionecl 
in despatches, 331 
Tyler, Gen., 163 note 
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Lea^ OH Gund.uaalc for rjiiridi [votnl, (1 
Zainiul;lil I'l^podction, 115 

Ordered to ooiioUido oporatioiib, 
olio.'jM alter disperHing ITrak- 
Kais, 120-] 

''I'h.il, deatli at — Appreciation, 121 


U 

I’riikyiiH ashiHl Zaininkhta and aio 
lined, 120-1 
Ursu, aetion at, 335 
CnbuidtioH, 337 
Bcfcnlts tai -reaching, 338 


V 

Vniidoleur, Major T. B., dies from 
Mouncl.H, 4,77 

V'aoghan, Oeu, (Times Oorrespond- 
eul ) — 

Knudah.i]', hattlo of, ,51.5 
Native Anny, wearing out, 278 note 
Yakub Jvliaii’s innnccnoo, 377 
\ iceroy. see Lord Lyttou and Lord 
Ripou 

\ lotoria Drobfi, awards, — 

Adfuns,, Rev. ,T. W., ISl 
Aalifovd, L'ri\’Bto, 450 
Ciutse, Lieut. W'. St. L., 4r)(> 
Cuuyngliaiu, Liout. Dick, 203 
Hoinmond, Lapl. A. G., 21,5 and note 
Surtorius, (Japt. E. H., SUO 
iSclloj', Lanco-Corpornl George, 201) 
find note 

Vousden, Otitit. tV. J., 210-1 
Vousden, (.'apt. W. J., V.C. award, 
210-1 


W 

Walcott, Majoi' IS. S., 437 nolo 
Wali Mahomed, candidate for Aniii’- 
sliip, 350, 309 

Wallier, Lieut. -Col. G. E., 303 
Waller, Lieut. E. A., 442, 444 and note 
Walleratein, Gajjt. P. H., 339 
tVarnoford, Hov. T. J. L., quoted, 406 
note 

Waterfield, Col. W. CL, 528 
Memoranduni quoted, 140 note 
Walerflokl, Gapt. D, M. D., sevoroly 
woundod, 108 
Watson, Gen. John, V.C. — 

Succeeds to ICuram eomniancl, 114 


Watson, Gen. ,Tolui, V C. (continued ) — 
WilhdrfTO al from Ivin am advoentod, 
122, .531 

WnlRon, Lieut. S.. w omidi'tl in I'ldlying 
ills men, 331 

Waudby, Major S. ,1., Icdlod, 3,S,7 
Wellington, Duke ol — 

Adi ice to Col. Stovonsim hi IH03, 431 
(lliistraiion ol when obodioneo to an 
order stuudd he relusetl. 434 
Incapacity o( lioail ol an itriiu' vital, 
•tliO 

Invaaioii of AtghauisUm, ,5.71 
Wemyas, Col. H. ill., 23(i 
Woatmacott, Major 11., 489, ,i lli 
Wo.st mhiRtor, Duko ot, Meiuoriid to 
Prime Miulsler, 270 
Wheatley, Liout. H. S., disthignisheH 
liimsell. .514 

Whitby, Liout. C. G.. killed, 122 
White, Alajor G. S. — 

Argandeli Push, 197 
Cliarasiab, 70, 73, 287 
Kabul, ojier.ilienH round, 203 
Kandahar, battle ol, moiitionod in 
despalohea, .50S, 514 
Williams, Major R.. 240 
Wolseloy, Sir ClmrloH, 177 note, IHO and 
note, 188 note 

Wolbclov, Sir Garnot, 53,8 aud note 
Wolsele'v. Liout. -Col. G. R., 527 
Wood. Lieul. l<\ P. l<\, killed, ,155 
Wood. Liout. II. St. L., wounded, 453 
Wood, Liout. O. R,, killed, 30(1 
Woodthorpo, Major H. (1,, 225 note 
Wriglit, Lieut. I. I)., killed, 259 
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V'akub Khan — 

Abdication of Amirship, 92 
Advdaes delay ot ailvanoe, 50 
Ai'i'ives in Baker’s omup, 51 
Cavagnnri sliown corroBpniidoiieo 
with Gen. Kautmiuui, 23 
Deapalr at murder of Cai agiitiri, 37, 
52 

Dospalched to India, 93, 148 
Exile, 649 

Lord Lytton’.s attitudo, 375 
Maegregor’s Report, 147 
Eostoratiou doinauded, 3.70 
Roberts’s meeting with, 57 
Opinion of, 88 

Wife deported to India, 302 
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Voiing, Lioiil. W. H., 108 
YouiighuHbdnd, Jliijor O. ,1., 5(54 
Yulo, (Joloui'-Ri'i'goanl J., 301 


Z 

Zaiinnkht lixpodiHon (Tyfclov) — 
Coniposilion ot Koroo, 117 note 


I Zaimukht Expoilition (continued)— 

' Proclamation showing I’oasoiis Lor 
I expedition, 115 

Successtul termination, 131 
I Zawo invasion of floubtl’ul j^olitieal 

I a'nkie, 123 

I llomonatratos gi-eat value of 

iloiiiitain Artillery, 123 
' Ziirgan ,Shnlir, concentration at, 52 



